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Lear &rt,

Af%or reading tue Jolumbis piece, I suggest you restrigt yourself so
& litter, for it really uzes you only %o balznce the proper attaes oo Phelsn =nd
fyneswcrth, carcfully uendereteding their rartiedpotion in the gree of Winvestizators
for tar defenss. Sfuggestion:

Wben I resd, "Iun theory, mws reperiing 1= en exercise 1 chservaticn
and evalustion, pirformed dispeesicnotely”, sf gnei by o Time stafler, TIVE, of &1l

%
things, T sm remindec of %he bitlical injuactiorn aboutl the zoglting of motas,

‘her. 1¢ 13 a critigue of reporting cnxthbe New Oplusns trial, pert of
the J¥X sssessination investigeiicns, and iz zigned by e Baltimore Sun rsportar,
end 4 know most of the writing gn this subject hes boen done By & man in lheir
terrltory not one of wmlose books has teen r;;:;zg&=¥y that paper - paritlculszrly
his beok on tne Zlew Orlenne evidonce, ths cnly bosk on thut part of tia srEaz
essassingtion ilnguiry - I wonder whst “evaluztion!" and "dispegsion”™ re<lly mesn
to aoms renorters,

4nd when I then reed tamt ABC- Weshington's Jobn Sceli "served ns an
unofricial courler during tie Cuban miscle crisis...ct the requect ol the Russian
embessador" (which is not true), I worder about accuracy in reporting - end the
total failure of your contributors Koger W, Wiliisms (Qéms-ﬁtl&nta) ond Muchael
Parks (Baltimore EEE)' te 1o any way indicate the complet: failurs cf tlz working
pross o in sny way indicete the major dis¢losures about federsl dishenesty in
the Verren n-:ipf}l‘ﬁ mace by govermeﬁt witnnesses vwho were also Clay Shaw's.

There is legitimate criticlem of the performsnce of the werling press
in the Garrison cese. It 1s that they dld not report, even indicote, the destruction
of federal integrity in the investigation of Jchn ¥ennedy's murder that is now,
for the first time, s matier ol court recerd. Under c¢ross-excmireotion, 1t is now
esteblished fact thet the govermment never tried to find out what hsppenesd in

. )

Dallas, contenting itself instead with secking to :m‘.cs—iii“(impoasible Ogwald alone

could have been the essssain. That should have been news, +t wasn't.



I hed kunown ond liked Gerrison. That he extendsd a courtssy m3% to
re is not unique in the friendships between public officisls and rsporters, ncr
1% is wrong, wnetinical cr in sny cther way sabject 4o proper eriticlan,

To guate me ez soying "Sut I n_““vg. tried to viel: & str-ight lina™, 4n
your eontext, is false end dafametory, meidng it seems es though, 1z practise I
did aot.

A reperter iy properly judzed onh thna zopy hoe filss, dothalnz olse.
Unlass you osn show - es L dafy you to - that my reportinz was other then honest
ond i.psriiel, you ovwe your readers, 1f nct me, &n spology for.yea9»=xsrcisa in

futnityf by two of its victims.

e

ﬁ”." ':/LVQ—/
The fact is the Tur never repértsd the sprearance o any of my

bonks. They cdelayed reviewinz the first until they could inzlude o numker of
rthers with it end sssigned the review toc & partizen. “hzir reportors consulted
me regulerly, savsral tlimes esldeg we to conduet what cmounls dYe seminars for them,
7ot backgroundings et 2 a.ne witl failr frequency, cwrn got toc squeeze in a feetﬁg}e,
tut no mews roporting, not ocnce.
¥o, whather or unol tiey ere nice guys, where do TWilllams and Farks get
off, throwinz stones from their glass house?
Jateh, I don't have to tell you about TIME, snd their getiiag rid of
Eillings, LITE senior cditcr, becsuse he believed the official c2ee s Tiction,
or their eitting in the Z film, dehying uaybody eny mesninzful secess to 1t.
If you do notu;.: tlis or the genersl cuapgestion, 1'11l act be oivended.
ft may te best fo ignore the whole thing suyvwey.
Best regerds,
FS you might offer to stack your reporting

against theirs.
Esrold teisterg
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fourth of “we” in the audicnce
know exactly what it's lile!
Jvall depends on your point of

view—in the langudge you use and =

the language you hear and sce.
Leok for example at a Detroit
News news story, not an’editorial,
written by a white man after the
1967 rviots: “Communily leaclers
today plunged into the hard prae-
ticalitics that will take rnonths,

even years, o resolve belofe De-.

troit can be restored to normal."
Compare that with what was
sidel one week later in a news story,
not an editorinl, wiitten by a black
inan, in The Michigan Chronicle,
a Negro weekly paper: “We can't
glﬁ back to the status quo. In face
of all the appeals frowm . . . city ofli-
cials for a return to normaley, it is
genc.rally agreed that this is the
great danger that will undergivd
the fear aircady paralyzing much
cof our-community, .. .
“Throughout thé community
there is a growing desire for
change . . . change that will dig
deep down into the root causes.”
IMere are two major newspapers
. in the same city talking abaut dif-
{event Meommunitics,” one sayiug
the conimunity wants a'restoration
to “normal " the other saying that
the community wants “change.”®
It is important to remerher that
one paper, the Chronicle, makes
no claim of aiming at anything ex-
cept the black community, while
the other paper, the News (like all
metropolitan | papers)  claims to
serve all of the communities in its
cireulation area,
. ROBERT E, SMITH
- Mewsday

39 Columbia Journalism Review

The Clay Shav Trial: :
repurtor-particianis

r In theary, news reporting s an

S hesereise i obErrvaton s evalis-

tion, perfarmed dispassionntely,
The feporter presuably staiiely
aside lTrom T sul)i:‘t'l anel tries to
aview ie with an interse but de-
Htached fiterest,

Thus the recently completed
consLiracy trial of New Oideans

businessnian Clay T.. 8w ds of

peculiar jownabstic interes., In

digplayed aa

thay gags, veparies
uncomon degree of commitment
to one side or the atlhier — nol anly
commitment, but in a few cises
participation. The lulk of the comn-
mitiment and pavticipation was on
the side of the defendant Shaw,
anel against district attorney Jim
Garrison, but that scareely lassens
the unusial flavor it gave the
whole story—or the questions of
Jjournalistic. behavior it raised.
Reporter participation in court
is noi a pew phenomenon. The
celebeated . L. Mencken was
consitlerably invalved with the de-
[ense in the Scopes “monkey trial."”
Ile cons: lted with Clarence Dar-
row and atherattorneys in advarce
of the wial and, according to as-
sociates who vemembeyr Mencken
and the case, counseled them dur-
inf the proceedings a5 well, Closer
ta tha present day, AR ecorre-
spondent John Scali served as.an
unollicial courier during the ('n-
baw missile qrisis. Seali, at the rp-
quest of the Russian_ambassador
and then-of Seerctary of State
Dean Rusk, relayed offers and
counter offers that resulted in the
dramatic settlement of the conflict,
leading Rusk to tell Scali; “John,
you “have served your eountry
well” Mare recently still, Eill
Bages, the lateeditor of the AMigmi
News, engaged in what he eallad
“denti-dipiomacy™ betwern of iz

The Shaw rial prove!l
suely participation, and gmnee foo-
nalistic pussions, than the Seoapes
trind or the missile eiisis or the
Viet Wam nepotintions—mers, in
fact, han wny other story wie koow
about, The reasons ave at lepst
threefold. Viest, the Shaw caze was
news for two full years, in whis)
time the districe attornzy made
charge afier sensationn! chargs
and in whith many repovters cov-
ered at lenst part of the story,
Seeoin), it duvolved Lighly co
versial questions about Pre
Kenneady's assassination — fo
stance, was the Warnen Comimis-
sion feport valid and complete or
was it acover-upf—and almaost pll
reportars had prior opinions an
these quiestions, Thivd, the enss hee
came o complex that some re-
porters eame to spacialize in it and
consider themselves an clile,

Nealy two years of Girrison
ballyhoo brought about 175 neyes-
men from seventy agencies to New
Orleans for the trial, Apparently
because of the harsh eriticism by
much of the press, Garsison was
unavailable to mast repoitess dur-
ing the trinl, This war areversal of

 his previous practice: during the
investigation itsell, he vepoatediy
worked with newsmen and fre-
quently a sort of erpss-fertilination
resulted. A ¢omic exampls of this
as the stogy that Rennedy wos
killed as part of a homoomoeal
canspiracy to take over the world,

Tt started as a spoof in The Realist
but was picked up by Garrisan in-
vestigators and, like other implao-
sible notions, was ineorporatad for
a time in the district attorney’s
canon of theories,

The very outlandishness of much
of the case turned out a press
corps as vaticd as the cast of the
tidal dtsell. There was o T0-year-
old worpan strineer for tha Ty
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City Times (Michigan) | areporier
for the underyaund Sowthern
Patriot, a thice-man team from
the University of Wisconzsin Daily
Cardinal, a eritically acclainoed
young novelisl, 2 writer for .the
right-wing Dan Smoot Report, a
young Justice Departmient Luwyer
whe descrilbed himself as a fren-
Innee writer for o law journal, and
several CLA agents, including one

posing as a doctoral student in

sovernment, X .
Lilitors deciding whether to
stafl the trial, which pramised to
last sis weeks and did, were [aced
with several long-term national
staries at once: the cases of Sir-
han T, Sivlan, Clay 1., Shaw, and
James Earl Ray, the Puchlo hear-
ings, and the change in adminis-
trations in Washington, The dail-
ies that were represented for most

of “the tial included The New

York T'ines, Washington Post, Los
Angeles Times, Daltimore Sun,
Nashville Tennessean, and
Chicago's American. The other
three Chicago papers did not stall
the trial. Nor did the New York
Daily News, except far a single

story comparing jury selection at’

the Shaw trial with that at the
Sirhan trial. The New York Post,
Washington Star, and Toronto
Telegram reporters lelt alter {ess
than a weck. Papers in neighbor-
ing Houston, Atlanta, anc Miami

did not send anybocy, Neither,
oddly, did the Dallas papars.

Amang the periedicals, Life was

"_notably absent.

- A Detroit editar, whose paper
had covered Jack Ruby's tiial,
explained his reasoning for not
staffing the Shaw wial:-“Tt didn't
look like Garrison had mueh, and
hindsight proved usright.’ Tut an
editor who did assign a reporter to

cover the trial commented, “At

the outset, it appeared there was
a chance Garrison, might really

hie able e rewrile historv. Ay feast
hee was going o try, wned that
deserved covirage, Faven af he
failed wotally, he still promised to
I:rm‘i(k" a pood shiow.”

Midway threugh the trial, the
lines had been solidly drawn
among the press.eorps: the heliey-
ers in Garrison and ¢onspiracy on
one side, the debuiilers of ong or
both on the other, with a Seattee-
g —mostly wire s reporters
— uncomfortably in the niddde,

CThe helievers tended to congregate

{Fititar s Autw Falleeing o8 15 prstecutloa’s
apmaing statesent 1a the Ol Sy tzial T
outlirds the eesz i Greriana gluin o prave
agalet €1y Shaa. 1E0e wesy probable that panr
reaters witl meeer wes L0 ntean vl gring be.|

STAYE KERGUE CLAY Sl )
GREN 1S STATEMOTT
by Diarrier Mieomeg’y ifice
Parian of Qelems
LIFLFALEES Ppey Tepvice

The State wb Lrwiiviann b Tegpibred by Dad
in wll srivinal trisly oo mabe an gpening tate-
eal to the Jurp, Taiy ststecwnt by opsrels w
UlieptlAt B wtal the Liati intesds to prove.
16 has Wo pribezive vilue snd hoald ant be
emmsldrrad g3 maldanes Ly the cate

The datandind, Flag L. shas, 1a erarged bn
» WL of indictrent cith hunong wii)fadiy and
eyl iy snnepived vtk David b, berzin, Les
Matiny Ovenld 50 Behers ga sisder Jsin o Gannedy.
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Pro-Garrisen: Liberation Mews
Service story for underground and
student newspapers '

around not only Garrison but his
hand of amateur sleaths and
demonologists, who were loosely

“referred to as the Dealey Plaza

Trregulars, The debunkers frater-
nized with defendant Shaw,
laving a jailhouse lunch with him

-at the noon break or cxchanging
lighthearted hanter with him dar- -

g short courtroom recesses,
There was a small proup of prot
Garrison reporters: June Rolfe, a
staffer with a UEIF television sta-
tion in New' Orleans, arid her
lmisband Thick, a freslance, who
gloated swhen the proscention
scored a point; the Wisconsin stu-
dents; one of whom had worked
on an ad hoc committee inves-
tigating the assassination in New
Yorlk; Art Kevin, a Los Angeles

fFaclio pewsman represonting 100

stations and a Fennedy assas
tion bufl; and Denn fones, editor
of the weekly Midlnthian Mivror
{Texas), whe has devated five
years to the assassuation after-
niath and keeps a scorecard of
mysterious deaths of pzrsons con-
nected with it Otlers in the pros
Garrison proup included thaeditor

L

"ol the Los Angeles Pree Press anl

his wife; Flovence Jonnizon of the
Bay City Times, whe, it tavned

“out, s rich and eceenide and whe

never fled o word; Sun Titeh of
the Daw Smoot Report; and some
of the local newsmen for whowm
Gurrison and his investigation had
been a large, ohgoiug story.

Maost passionately pro-Shaw was
James Kirkwood, a foriner Broad-
way and television attor now o
playright and novelist; on the
basis of his first picce of non-
fiction, .a whelly flattering profile
of Sliaw for Fsquive, 1Sirkwond
got an assignment from Playhaoy
and a hool contract from Simon
& Schster to cover the trinl. Sev-
eral other reporters were strongly
pro-Shaw, or anti-Garrison, from
the very outsct of the trial, Aud,
as the trial proceeded, more and
more correspondents acknowl-
edged a pro-Shaw partisanship.
Ofltentimes it was the illogicof the
prosecution case, rather than the.
evidence or the witnesses present-
ing it, that turned off these '
carrespondents, .

Toward the end of the trial,
partisanship on both sides reached
such an emotional intensity that
some recesses turied into acei-
monious, imprompiu debates; at
least onc reporier asked a lile-
minded comrace tosteer himaway
from conlrantation with the oppo-
sition, lest he wind vp punching
one of its members. Garrison's
dewnagogie closing argument left
severnl reporters ahject ta the point

T Spriza, 1069 70
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al numbness, o Teeling that was
anly paetly velieved by the aceil-
tal that came an hour later,

- Contrasting with the growing
personal skepticism of out-ol-town
reporters was the eontined |pis-
sivity ane gullibility of the New

Orledns dailies, the morning

Temei-Picayuue and afllernoon
States-Ttean, Tor twa years, they
had been content to accept un-
eritically whatever the district at-
torney said, attempting neither to
investigale the investigation nor
to place the charges in pesspective
by comparing them with the
Warren Commission findings or

the theovies of the conunission

-eritic, Tustend, the States-Teem for
months allowed two stalTers to acr
as informal investigators for Gar-
rison in return forexclusive stories,

After Shaw’s actjuittal, both
papers criticized Garvison in [ront-
page editorials, which Tauded their
own restraint in not editarializing
on the ease carlicr, The States-
Ttem called for Gartison's resig-
nation, which a [riend of Shaw

< likened te “demanding Hitler's

resignation after V-1, Day.”
While the loeal papers seomed

uncritical to the point el neeli-

gence, the major news media were

chargzd by Garison supporters

with being uniformly censorious.
Warren Conunission critic Mark
Lane reloreed 1o the apartment of
the New York Timess Martin
Waldron, the se¢rene of nightly

gatherings of out-ol-town corre-

spondents, as “the ministry of
Ctenth” The belief that Shaw was
innocent, Lane said, only half in
jest, was “a.t:ccplc-:l as readily as
-the notien that the cavtliis round.™

40 Columbia Journalism Reoiga

At least theee members of the

Shiany trind peess woent hevond thee

noral bounds of Jomalistic in-
terest in the stony, hecaming, in
viarying degrees, pacticipaots as
\\('” s rﬂ])”l'“'l'ﬁ. .rill' i!lrf‘t' were
Lis Anweles vindio dessin At
Keving free-lanee writer Jim
helan, and Vewsdeck cbrre-
sprnelent TTugh Avneswortl, 7

Kevin, the least involved of the
thren, sat forward of the railing
luring sost ol the tial, a position-
wained by noother daily newsman,
sack among e prosectiing at.
torneys el Dealey Plaza Lreeru-
Ines, Kevin says e wis only tnking
advantage of lis lony, [iehdly
relatianship with Garvison, a rela-
tionship strengthened by Tevin's
firm beliel that Kennedy's assas-
sination was the result of a con-
spiracy. “Sure, T sat with . those

peaple,”

chaner.” Kevin admits that keep-
ing his journalistic objectivity, on,
the whole assassination matter, has
been o difficult joh: “Ivs been.
like: stepping on eggs, like trying
to make mysell twe people for the
st two years. But I have tried to
walk a straight lie," -

Jum Phelan and TTugh Aynes-
wartli, hotl ficreely anti-Garrison,
became in efTect special advisers
to the defense. They consulted
[requently-with Shaw's attorreys,
passing along tips on aspects of
thes

spent covering it us repartess. The
two of them, says chief delense
attorney 'L Tevin. Dynond, were
Yextremely valuable” -to the des
fense case. Dymond savs he did
nat solicit any reporter’s help, “bnt
after they Tet us know Low they
felt [about the case], when they
were i town we made it our
business to see them,"

Mark Lanc‘cmr'lplains that
Avaesworth and Phelan were “in 2

he says, 1%l have sat
on the bench if I'd gotlen the

e they knew best lrom timie ”

o s
sense agents for the definge ey
weren't simply prejudived alseee-

s Lae

e Ty soere prartio
Binsell Tianedly qualifies 2% an ol
jective observor of (he Cavrizon
investigation or its press corps, hut
this particulie charge has et
Phelan, a seasoned magazine
writer, becames involved in the case
two years ago with a Safurday
Fvening Post piece altacking the
investigation and particulasly the
eredibility of Garrison's chief wir-
ness, Perry Russo, The evidence
Phelon turned up convinzed him
that e investigation was hony,
When the ease finally came to
trial, he took the stand in hehalf
of the delense, and he paid his
own living expenses while waiting
to do so.

Phelan, however; was also writ-
ing an article on the case lor True,
50 hie was a reporter as well s a
participant, Or was he? Phelan
says there is a distinction between
newspaper reporters and magazine
writers, with the latter expected 1o
interpret events and o call the
shots as they see them. In the

.Shaw case; he says, this mieant

writing ahout “how Garrisan put
“thisbag of crap tagether.” Phelan
also make? a broader defense of
his pacticipant rale, that of serving
the public interest: “T started out
being friendly witly Garrison, Tint
after T talked to B ard to
Perry Russo, I become convinced
this was: a bunch nf bull—ig-
coherent, undocumented bull. So
then what do you do?.What do
you-do in oiir system when you
get into official fraud - and T
think this case war a complete
fraud. Do you as a newsman,
remain silent? Qr do you call
public attention to it™

Phelan’s own answer is clear
enough, Mlowrnalisin i getting
much too chicken these days,” he
says. “Reporters don’t keow how



o dlic on o story, anel [Ilr:\_' cdon’t

newe whaet geodi with gond stall

letr hey 1t i, Ts n r('!)m':rr
srpposidd to B sonne Kind ol Gile
K']r‘! K, L;lkin;_; l‘lil'l't':-' af et [ronn
this sicde and thae and siving them
all equal weight? *Uhis whoels -
ness of objectivity is phouy, We
really getting eriticized Tor not
being conned.”

TTugh Ayneswarthy was more in-
volved with the delense than was
Pliclan. Aynesworth, before he
jt?im'tl Newsaree !t covernd the ns-
sassination and much of e altee-
math far one of the Dallas papers.
e is proabably better versed than
any newsman the details —
charges, wiliiesses; testimeny, and
whatnot — of the Garrison inves-
tigation. Tlence, he could he ex-
treiely valnable to the Shaw
defense, and he was, Attorney
Dyriond says, “Hugh helped us
a hell of a lot, mnostly on stuff
that did not conme out in court”
Dymond cites, as an example of
the help, Aynesworth's “shooting
down" of a prosccution claim that
a telephone number in Oswald's
address boak invalved same sort of
seeret code, :

Aynesworth, who makes no
secret of the assistance he gave the
delense, says he pointed out dis-
crepancies in the stories of various

are

ar

prosceutien witnesses: “lor in-
stanee, the tostimony of Roger
Craig, T was in Dallas that day,
at the seene, and T knew Craig
couldn't have
traflic, The teallie jam didn't start
for 20 or 30 minutes alterward.”
While he was vonsulting with
the defense, Aynesworth: was filing
weekly stories to Newstoeek, The
magazine ran a number of picees,
highly eritical of Garrison and his
case against Shaw, that were ap-
parently hased primarily on
Aynesworth's reporting. News-
Ttweck's editors had at least an in-

gotten eanght in

Kling af the dual vale Whelr cor-
vespondent was playing in the tizl,
" huet they didd mot fues ions the pra-
: priety of his rveporting the story
while paatieipating in it and e
dicd net question it himsell, “No
ant: considered for a roment,”
said Newsweek's exceutive wditor,
Lester Bevnstein, “taking him off a
story on owhicly he was the, hest
qualified reporter arounc.”
“T've heen in the business twenty

vears," Aynosworth adinits, - “and -

Pve never gotten invelved in any
stary like T did in this 2ne, Dut
there's never beend another case
like this ane.” Like Phelan, Aynes-
worth beemine convineed eacly in
his coverage of the Garrison inves-
tigation that the case against Shaw
was unwortly aof heliel.. “Gar-
rison,” he says, “lied to me several
times, He made up soudlf, said
things that were plain ¢ontrary to

v wherrmath,
weky. e ae-

it T
te Now Oclopa fre fi
cxnint Jollne o

by Hugh 'Ayn-.swrlh
Vs ;

anid
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Anti-Garrisan:  signed st'oq'f b}‘r
Aynesworth in Mewsweek for May
15,1967, shows early conclitsions .
what 1 knew had happened in
Dallas, And sonie of his witnesses
were testifving to things T simply
knew were wrong, T felt it was my
dity ro challenge that, to lot the
defense know, Besides, they [the
©witnesses] were attacking my cred-
ihility, beeause they were chal-
lenging ‘things I'd wiitten about
theassassination,

“To me; this was like sceing a
man murdered in eold bload on
the street. Do you stop and write
a story about it, or.do you chase
the guy first? T believe you chase
first and wiile later, Reperters are
human beings and citizens, and 1
viewed the case as a tredendous
allack on ewr nation,'” l

The cold-bloaded murder anal-
ngy, while appealing, is not veally
apt. The Garrison investigation
diel not requive any suell instanta-
licots reaction ol personal invelva-
meent, Besides, dramatis, cnintional
o dramatic
and enotional, call for undons-
tic and uninvelved reparting,

Bernstein, the exccutive editor,
notes approvingly Aynesworth's
explanation that he had been
equally redponsive to requests lvam
Garrison for information about the
assnssination, Perhapr, but ab the
tinie of the trial Aynesworth was
helping only one side, the defeuse,
with the clear aim of seeing Gar.
rison's case destroped and Shaw ac-
quitted, The key peint is thag,
whether or not Ayneswortl's
earliey counseling was justifi=rl,
when the Shaw case came intora
court of Jaw, his job asa jonrnalist
was to report, but not to aid ena
side or the other. Tn an adversary
procecding, reporters ave not ta bz

f23]

events, hecause they ¢

counted among the adversarvies.

Aynesworth could have chinsen
between his twin functions of re-
porter and participant. e could,
[or instance, have taken a leave of

-absence to join the defense team
and [t someone ehe cover the
Shaw trial Tor his magazine, Fail.
ing that, Newsiweeh's editors should
have made the choice for him, to

© protect thair own interests and the
interests of their readers, Jim Gar-
rison [nlly dezerved most of e
criticism he received over  the
Shaw case. But its a lnng step

“from eriticizing an official and his
actions ta helping blunt them
through actions of onc's own. It
is.a step a journalist can ill alTord
to take—while he still professes to

" be a journalist,

ROGER M. WILLIAMS
Time, Atlanta buyrzay
MICHAEL PARIS
Baitimore Sun

Spring, 1960 a3



