s

10/14/59
Lesr u%t,

Gond statement. Thanks for sending. A month sgo * wreote Perks
(whp hed vhened me from N.0.). Forget to zend vou earbeon (enelnsed),

I Bren's ensvered. Nor hes my =arlier cogrmunicetion besn seimetledgad,
Tur, %

Net mueh now here. Wife nes 750 of COUP? ad ition typed. 13'11 run
200,000 words = to- long by far, but n=cessery reecord,

I naver hesr froi LA any mare. All 4hoaz who aowe e mnney, hsve
troubling conseisnces (or bath) apparently have gotlan together aud
deeided 1'm soma kin2 of baddie,

Ieard from Moo l:iat weelk, surprizinzly. He ssid they haven't hesrd
from lisrk in nine months and ssked if if I have. Haven't. That wes not
the =urposs o his eall.

Haa yoir are =11 wall ard hap-y.



memo from

ART KEVIN

Hal:

YL - wether Lhey print it or not.
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An RKO General Station
5515 Melrose Avenue
Hollywood 38, California
HOllywood 2-2133

To: Columbia Journslism Review
From: Art Kevin
Re: Response to Spring '69 article by Roger M. Williams % Michael

POSTSCRIPT e
THE CLAY SHAW TAIAL

by Art Kevin, MNews Diresctor, KEJ-AM, Los Angeles, Calif.

I found the Spring, '69, Review article by lMessrs: Williams

and Parks fascilnating. Mot so ruch for whast it ssid but for
what it did not say. It sesms the writers borrowed 2 page from
the seme tactics that they accuse Mew Orleens District Attorney
Jim Gerrison of using in his Kennedy Assassination prote.

Let me first teke issue with the writers definition of
Journalism. I do not believe that sny reporter can have a
"deteched interest" in what he sees and hssrs. Vor is he liksly
to be "dispassionate'". He cannot, in my opinion, even be
objective. The bast he can strive for 1s balance and

fairness. "ever was this more apperent than in Chicego

during last yesrs convention turmoil which many newsmen

sow £8 a "police riot" while many others called it a "hippie
riot",

I see nothing sinister, as writers Williams and Parls sugsested,
that meny editors elected to send reporters well versed in

the JI'K assessination snd Garrison inquiry, to cover thes trial
of Clay Efhaw. If there is something wrong with ths concept of
"apeeialists", then we must look to abolish political affairs
editors, space writers, religion editors, stc. etc.

The esuthors mein srasuenent spgainst ny role in the case was my
obvious visibility, in thet T sat forward of the railing during
the entire trial. This came sbout not "dus to a long, friendly
relationship with “errison" btut from sporedic meetings with

him which began when I invited him to address & banguet of the
Radio-TV Nesws Associetion of Southern Californie, during my
tenure ag chairmsn of the group.

{(continued)

Parks,
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I beceme especially involved with Mr. Qarrison snd his steff
when their web of intriszue spresd to Southern Jalifornia snd
they sutpoeoned sevarsl men to apnear in Illew (rlesns prior to
the Clay Shew trial., Tt wes obvious %o wme when this sappaned,
thet the death of Presidasnt John. 7. Hennedy hed now moved
into an area wherein this world tranedy misht now have = very
local overtone. It would seszm to &s o journalist end human
beinz, thet there wes no slternstive other thsn to cet involved.
Thus in Mew Orlesns, et the %lay Shaw triasl, T took advantase
of my newsmans interest in the case and of my relationship with
the district attioraney to met a k%ey seat amonz the men who micht
re-write history. = a2 result, I wes e&ble to obtein ~reater
insight into ths atsta's case snd hear the internal 2ialorue
which T was gble to reveal in o series of post-verdict reports.
It wes copy no one else had., Is this not also the function of
a reporter? ['m afrsid thet ‘essrs: Uilliams end Parks let
themselves be led into a very superficial sveluation of my role
and those of others they named es being frisnds of the defenss.
A reporters effTorts in my opinion, should not be judzed on whet
his role apveers to be but rether on whet he files or broscdcasts.
Neither senflemsn zver asked for tapes of my broadcssts whsrein
they weuld heve quickly noted thet T not only tried to welk
the straiszht|o? belanced journslism but in fact did.

e ‘
Let me slso point out one msjor area where I think most of the
regular press ettending the Cley Shaw trial in New Orlesns,
feiled miserebly. Very rarely was what happened in the
courtroom sver sctuslly reported! "rom my press phone I could
hear other newsmen broedecesting, dictating or updsting to their
offices with a2 copy of a Werren Commission volumns at their
elbow,Instéad of reporting what had just havpened inside the
courtrocm, meny referred back to what o specific witness had
told sn official agency et the time of the assessination, or
they told what the Jommission had concluded about thet witnesses
particular statement which was not in aprsement with their
final theorum! I can honestly say that I have never quite hesard
of a court cass =ver being reported in this msnner before.

T #lso had occasion to attend one of the nichtly csatherings st
the epertmsnt of New YVork Times corresponisnt Vartin isldren
which eritic llark Lene referrsd to as "ministry of truth"
sessions. Lane was not far wrons., The perticular evening I
attended T found byline writers from some of the countries
major periocdicsls. All were anti-farrison snd 211 took araat
pleasure snd spent many hours in runnin< down the man and his
case, Some made notes snd indicsted they would ad 2 particular
point to their copy. What more might hsve besen accomplished

if these major scribes mi~ht have pooled their lnowledze and
telents for a resl exemination of the sllepations recerding the
disester that struck our netion on Wovember 22, 19637

(continued)
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This is the kind of revorter-participetion thet ocbtviously did
not happen after fthe Warren Zommission revmort on ths death of
President Kennedy was issued. And T wonder evan today how many
newsmen can say that they personslly have resd ond evelusted

the Werren report? luch to the chesrin of our industry it took
whaet Messrs: Willisns end Parks referved to as "the Dealey Plaza
Irregulars" to do our job for us. Thery went bevond the handoute
that we 211 printed snd broadcest end asked the questions and
pointed out the dispareties of various offieisl reports.

In conclusion let me underscore that whot I have expressed is not
written to support Distriet Attorney Jim Garrison or his ecanse
against Clay Shaw. I too found ths cese sorely lsckineg in substance
as it unfolded in that courtroom in Wew Orleans. Fut I did find
the Zapruder film showing the Presidents desth (which I had never
seen before) utterly stunninz. T found much of the testimony by
government officials equally stunning as they detailed their
oversights, or bungling if jyou will, in public znd on the record
for the first time. That courtroom dislogue is now available and
waitine for eny participating reporter or amateur sleuth for

that metter to dig into.

(e



