Ronald Kessler
punctures FBI

centrates
on the
agency’s
history
since the
1972 death
of J. Edgar
Hoover,
the man
who built
the bureau
into one of
the world’s
best-
known po-
lice agen-

cies. That period has seen sweep-
ing changes, Xessler writes,
including drastic cutbacks in the
foreign counterintelligence pro-
gram, an increased emphasis on
white collar and organized crime
probes and the recruitment of
more minority and women agents.

Kessler liberally sprinkles his
text with fascinating case histo-
ries. He describes how the bureau
opened a bar catering to drug-deal-
ing motorcycle gang members.
The bar not only generated evi-
dence that led to a host of major
felony convictions but also manag-
ed to turn a $60,000 profit in the
bargain.

In another case, Kessler re-
counts how agents traced the char-
red fragments of a rental van to
the men accused of bombing New
York’s World Trade Centers. He
reveals how a one-man FBI office
in Cumberiand, Md., helped collar
a local sheriff’s deputy in a com-
plex kidnap-murder case, and how
bureau agents used a cellular tele-
phone “sting” to smare big-time
drug dealers in Miami.

CISPES Probe

As to the agency’s recent disas-
ters, Kessler says one of the most
troubling was the bureau’s mas-
sive, misdirected probe of the
Committee in Solidarity with the
People of El Salvador. As reported
by Kessler, in 1983, FBI agents in
Texas initiated an investigation in-
to baseless claims that CISPES, an
organization opposed to U.S. policy
in Central America, was engaged
in terrorist activity. '

In the course of the probe, the
agents opened files on 2,375 citi-
zens, rummaged through people’s
trash, checked activists’ phone
bills and spied on political meet-
ings. The inquiry violated the
rights of countless people, wasted







