Dear Jim, Lene/Ray/ Kershaw developments 5/4/T1

It was a very long day for one who walked much more than the Seyd #ridge-Fetional
Press ©1dg of which you kuow. Yext to the last development was close to midnight. It
was alinost like €sp.

For wbout a weck I've felt like I had & pulled muscle in the back mostly on the
right but occasionglly sccrose the botitom of the rib ecage. ¥hen I rewoved my wslking
tougher mupyorts end put on the slecping surglcal supports lact night +this pedn got bad
enough to remind me of the pleurisy od two years ecgo in NIV, Sol was lyirg there, uwoving
gingerly to find e les: vnpoxzfortable position, not eleeping, when Ted Gandolfo pheneds
Just at the moment that ¥YC experience had me thinkdng of kiw sné the tapes that have
not arrived.

He was shocked, he said and sounded, Lane on Jerry Williama/WiCA agein, Ted phoned
in to ask bhim why he was s¢ vielous in his reference to ae on page whateverit was and

ane interrupted him to kesp hiu from getting the wholo question out sl then Jerry
#4liiame cut him off when bene had been even more vicious, S0 even ~ed was mot able to
say or do anything, The way it cexe out bud end I only were mentionid by named. “ane
called us & dispster to Hey znd hi= defense, Morc then this. 411 the rest that I now
recall is that the diftercnee ie that Ray is now spesking ovt= thet we had kept him
from speaking out before,

Aside from the viciousness of this and the femet that gll the spesldns is not helping
Ray and is hurting him end the fact that all tids ie lrrelevent umder habeas corpus there
is elso the fact ps 1t rel te= to us. I want you to have a record et one point of what
I recall on just this, some my doing, some yours, some both of us toguther,

After the way {CBue was going wua spperent I decided to do enother Hing booke I discussed

this with Jimoy two times in person. I do not recell what there ia in writing. The first
time waes the moming after uy debate «ith “elin st Vandebdlt. That wanlr;l uaie it about
11/20/75. The next tize, the lact tisme I sew Jim.y, was about 1/16/76. This was th: day
after I spoks et “oldsbore, N.C. I'd flowm to “emphis from them to discuss thn nore
with Jicuy and to explore civil suita »ith bim further., 1'd also arvanged for “es Payne
to make his “emphis trip to colncide and for him to retarn to KIC via Kashville, where
we met and flew to ew Tork together.This was, of courss, bsfore there was any coamdttee
or any Lene bock or any such project.

Jinvy refused to have any part of speaking out. The one restriction I placed on
what he'd say is that you approve. I told him if I wanted to I could Just go over his
evid, hrg testirony and quote that. e maid he had no objection to my doing another
book but he was sure he had no relief in court, was sure there wes nothing he could say
that wonld meke any differcnoe, eta.

Prior to this I do not know of a single appearance Jimny made or intervi:-w except a
bad one Jerry arrangsd in the Fational Enquirer that I was not responsibls for or wass not
favorable toc him, You sheuld remembar that I persusded him to do some efter he refus-d
you, Examples ar: the Paul Vilentine intervi:w in the Post on his in-jail conditions and

the Tom Snyder show. You were so angry after your phone conversstion with him on Valsntine

you were ready to quit. And not long after the Valentine story he was releared from soli~-
tary. There was also the matter of his apyearance on all nets afte. the Valentine story
and Sopler. I arrficged that in ter,s of talking to Bud about 1t and then getving Jimuy
to agree with it. You should recall that you and bud were there and that rather than
eppearaing as a prosotion for a bad book by bene Jimey had prime time oan allinets. Kot
Just orap on Good Merning America. There i: more but I think this mskes tha point that
we did not kesp :l.r.a....y under any kind of wreps when he want ed to ssy what would not hurt
hin, Aside from £his there is the pressnt Lane/ ershaw hurt to truth.

At the evidentimry heuring we al)l wanted Jim-y to teetify. *t is I who having learned

from the press what the resction would be to his not testifylng thet he had not killed

Eing worked out the formuls what mede 1t pomsible without opening the vwhole thing to a trial

that we could not prepare for. Jimmy did testify that he did not kill ®ne under thia
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Also from Gandolfo, “erry's aprearsnoe with Lifton wae on the Phil Donohue show. Ted
saye he is getting a tape frou & staticn where he knows soreone. Lo will give me a dub,

After ~ phoneda you about Rershaw telling the press hs knew the namo of the gas
station attendant who saw Ray there wae more, both UPI, lee told me about the first in
reading the wire copy to me. “¥ was from Petros, whick Kerk car't sven pronounce after
being there.

Aft{er midnight, before I fell asleep ~ perhaps it helped me becsuse I did zlep
afterward - + heard Kershaw talling the supposed #tory g nd giving the name, Willie
Green, Well,I wa: right. Thet is ezactly the story I picked up in the Memphis newspaper
morgues and showed Yimey about 3/1/7T1. jie then told me this was not the man., This is what
I teld you last night.

There then was more, UFL found Green and he denied it, too.

I don't think you need any more than the past two days for a refusal to be part of
anything now going on and being confident it ias infay's interest to refuse.

After yesterday's Lane promotion I warned you agefu that besides promotiong himself
Lane wae doing nothing except harm to Jimey with all these extreme, false and irrelevant
statements and that his using Jimey in it exen prompted “ardner to .si how the Tennessee
authorities could permit it.

Fore than vhen I told you yestexdiay it now will never be possible to use Jimmy az a
witness. Jimny was not at the scene of the crime when ghe shot was fired. He was at a
gus station, Le was not &t the one where Wilile Green worked. But betwoen Lane and itere
shaw, “ane using Jisuy on this on film, no lewyer in kils right min€ would use Jimzy on
that solid alibi if he can mow ever get into court. The rest relating to this that L have
I bhave buwrded so the real guy can t be hurt. Xy feeling when Feul Valentine pushed me to
try to get his neus- so Faul also knows the Willie Ureen story from way back = wa: that it
anything happens to ihe man that will be less hurtful than having Mm resched or pressured.
With what + now have it is hardly ss necessary if ncoessary at all.

There 1s probably more I've forgotten. I'm still 2 bi: tired. NMuch les- uncomfortable.

Ted wented me to phone the station right awey. I think I'll write instesd, I did not
call laat night and I was not sbout t0 come into the middle of a prograz I'd not heard
with Jerry having the hand on the awitch.

“ane ie out of centrol. It is important %o obtain all possibls from his interviews
and eppearances and gradually build 4t up. Right now I believe Premtdoe-lall is legally
responsible,

Best,
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