Kr. James Earl Ray,G65477 3/1/71
Box T3
Petrom, Tn. 37845

Dear Jimmy,

While it is apparent that you will not listen and that the time I spend trying to
iaforn you is &t best wawted and at worst merely angers you, I have not sprent all this
time trying o belp you to be silent when you mre engsged in a course of self-destruction.

The very best you can now hope for is that if you are tried you will have absolutely
no credibility. And I do think that b:fore long, absent the predictable effects of what
you have been doing, you have s very good chance for & trisl.

Although some of your letters of witty they have a wey of boing taken other than as
you intend, like the ill-advised Lewis lstter. Theme go back to the Eastland letter. and
you have had a literate lawyer who would have said what you wanted said properly and
without all the adverse consequences,

What is attributed to you through Kershaw is very huttful %o you. This is really
why I write. I do not know a1l his exact words bocsuse that story received scant attention
in Washington. This moming's paper carries a long story in which the idouse seems to
adwit that its mamassinations committee ig not even 1eguu§ constituted. (It includes a
quote of something I said a month sgo, thut they are zany.

You seem to forget things you have said in the past that were not true. This is
relevant to Kershaw's statement thet you will "nnae” those he says you call "conapirators,”
Cry volf agein? You did this around imas 1973, the raporte s checked it out and it was
not true. Moreover, you also had no personal knowledge. You ssid you had been #old this,
But for you to be able to identify caonspirators you have o be cne and have to have been
at the scene of the crime, Ur, you have to be guilty of murder cne.

hershaw also says you were demied the opportunity to talk about emmoonspirators
and thinks like that. You imow this ies falese. You know that you vefused to talk ebout it.
Tou know that for example on the telephons number i tried very hard amd for a long
period of time. IJ had it, Foreman, hic¥illan and the others had it, only your defense
did not heve it. So you made falee charges egainst those who did try long end hard to
help you. This kind of behavior will be held against you by others. 1t is typlcal of the
way you have of doing things the wrong way. Although for years I have not gotten on well
with Bud, and you have known it, I cautioned you against the way you were firing him., What
you did will not stop hurting you and it whs totally uunecesssry. Now you have done the
same t ing with Jim, who quite literally has given up years of his life to help you without
pay and heving no other income has had serious problems from it, Trds will hurt you, too,
because it is part of = pattern of behavior that the world outside Jjails does not mecept,
It also further reduces the credibility you can expect. I think you have now left yourself
no credibility end that you will learn this if you do testify to the committee that has

found you guilty with no investigation and without & single hearing of any kind in six months.

Kepshoaw's stateasent includes the dictation of terms for your testimony. This gets to
the uiwisdom of getting a lawyer who doesiot bother to learn anything a out either the case
of the Congress, one who will do blindly what you ask of him whether or not it is good for
yous I have difficulty believing there is a competend lavwyer in any backwater who does not
know that even if such assurances werc glven they would or could be lived up tos There is no

way anyono can keep a lember from asiding any question he wants to. There are many problems
with the Kersahw siatement about your terms for testifying but I'm not going to try to go
into them, They cun, for example, mercly subpoena you and usk ¥You any deamea thing they
want to and put you in & position whers you may have to laok bad by pleading the fifth. What
protection do you now have if you do appear under the Kershaw offer? None and you will be
made not only o appear even more guilty but guilty on your own terms. You may think other—
wise but I'm telling you it would be child's play for me to mske & liar of you based on
what you have seid, If you want that before a committee and the attention you tiink it will
get you your head nveds examination, 30 also does it if you think they'll risk having you
testify in public. What huppens in exscutive session becomes known only to the degree they
want it to be known. They ecan and coumittees always do lesk what they want to leak and
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suppress the rest. This was one of the protections Jim was seaking and fould not gete

1 was there, It began in different form with me and Sprague, when 1 ssked for an assursnce
he would not leak what L gave him of my own work =md would not rut me in » confliei of
intereat position. fe gave me thab assurance with bige speeches and imuediately did the
opposite. 1'm surprised vou do not kmow prosecutors better than you reflect,

No self-respecting comiittee would think of dealing with anyhing like the Kershaw
proposel and if he does not lmow it then you hsve made stili oiher troublc for yourpelfl,
But if they do des that wey it will bs worse because it means all over again that they
are bankrupt. It reans a great likelihool that ssembera will'lwller tleir heads ofl on
theﬂoorofthelbmandnbanﬁlloﬁwraﬂnhthatmtkmlpyunandumhurtyon.
Whether or not it has a right to be the Congrees ie alusys very prowl and loud in pre=—
teoting what it regards as its prerogatives. If you want nothing but stinke you are
golng avout it the right way.

Bearing om leaks, some of my records were not returned and they told me that they
could not find them arywhere, 1& did give them a whole box, I 2341l hnve whas they
returned in the box in which it was returned.

S0 you have again converted yourself into the cheapest of possible spectacles.
There is no sore that you can now be if you do testify. 1} need not have heen tidis way.
You made it this way by the most foolish undercuttiug of im when he was tryiug to work
out those weaningful protections that are possible and my telling Sprague tiat you are
headstfong end a setup in the fodlishness you wrote him avout me, He knew very wall that
I hed not represented myself as your spokesmsn and that my concern was for their integrity.
You gave him slso ancther reading on you, ¢ractly that he got from 1Y, that you are ob-
cessive-compulsive. If you get to testify you will now be menipulsted over this, IHe has
a better reading on you than any shrink cen give him but he doos have the readings of
the shrinks, ss above. You'd better face it, you are this way and your recent conduct,
really risconduct is saple proof of it. When they know they have found you guilty aund
you ask to sppear before them how else can they take it vhen they hold all the cards?

ik commjttee is not & eourt where even the worst of Judges can protoct some rights,
You now can t even beo sure of taking the fifth bacause they can lumunize you on that
and then if"you refuse to anewer be sentenced all over aguin. This is not what you may
suspect, what difference does it make when you are slready dedug 99 years. lou are oblivious
of all you do not want to consider. You reelly did have a very good chance. In aspite of
yourself you may still have it. I think eo. S0 you have now crested a situation, multi-
fxxku faceted at that, in which you can keep yourself in jail oven if acquitted.

Kershiw iknows nothing about Congress. fut this is not true of Time's counsel,
Schwartsz, who ran the “hurch ccumittee and in that wade a bvig whitewash of it, letting
out only what the FAL snd CIA wanted let out and then making it seem like a big expose,
Heanwhile, another of that committee is secretly working on still another whitewash
as an intelligence-oversight commitése subcommittee. It may become public today. (The

week from today there is supposed to be the diclosing of the real Raoul by a very
aight nut, som:thing else for you to contend with before a committee, It has already had
a8 big fight with him over it.)

1'm sorry for you and your compulsions. They are one of the reascns I've not been
able to tell you in detail what 1 told you truthfully in eszence asbout the presant state
of the new evidence. Another is your self-destructive association with people we know
very well and know &s Wery bed people. Becauss of your persisting in this reletionship
4 have not been ablz to tell you sbout what they are now up td. I have seni you enough
for you to sea. If you refuse to ses 1 cannot deny you that right. What remains to be aeen
iz if you can bs protected against yourself in this. Yo. might tudnic of what & “uile could
do with you on the stand and going into these relationships snd facing you with their state—
ments of your guilt and your continuing sssociation with theg.

Despite all of this I am convinced you did not kill 2inge I therefore am going to
do all I can, Ihavedonenotungmdnidnotlﬂ.ngahout*erﬂnuuntilhemwmndl-
pem.iable roeading on himself, “e has not done that. I will have nothing to do with him, I
can t speak for Jim and 1 don't know what is in his mind., I will therefore do what I can
.tntlumathstmatnomIm-t:l.llhnpefulthatitwiubemn.lueertninm
have redused the orebahil4tian. I'm sincerclv sorrv. sinceralv.
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