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•
O

n
 W

e
d

n
e

sd
a

y, Ju
n

e
 5

th
, 1968, 

B
o

b
 K

e
n

n
e

d
y, flu

sh
e

d
 w

ith
 victo

ry 
in

 th
e
 D

e
m

o
cra

tic p
re

sid
e
n
tia

l p
rim

-
a

rie
s in

 C
a

lifo
rn

ia
, to

o
k a

 sh
o

rt cu
t 

th
ro

u
g
h
 th

e
 kitch

e
n
 o

f L
o
s A

n
g
e
le

s' 
A

m
b
a
ssa

d
o
r H

o
te

l o
n
 h

is w
a
y to

 a
 

c
e
le

b
ra

tio
n
 p

a
rty

. H
is

 p
a
th

 le
d
 to

 
d
e
a
th

. S
e
lf-co

n
fe

sse
d
 sla

ye
r S

irh
a
n
 

S
irh

a
n
 w

a
s w

a
itin

g
, g

u
n
 re

a
d
y. W

h
e
n
 

B
o
b
b
y fe

ll, h
e
 w

a
s a

lre
a
d
y d

o
o
m

e
d
. 

D
o

c
to

rs
 w

o
rk

e
d

 a
n

d
 h

is
 fa

m
ily

 
p
ra

ye
d
 fo

r h
e
a
rtb

re
a
kin

g
 h

o
u
r a

fte
r 

h
o

u
r. B

u
t b

y T
h

u
rsd

a
y it w

a
s o

ve
r; 

B
o

b
 K

e
n
n

e
d

y h
a

d
 g

o
n

e
 to

 jo
in

 h
is 

tw
o

 o
ld

e
r b

ro
th

e
rs. 

A
s th

e
 n

a
tio

n
, stu

n
n
e
d
 a

n
d
 u

n
b
e
-

lie
vin

g
, w

a
tch

e
d

, h
is d

e
a

th
 a

n
d

 fin
a

l 
rest played them

selves out across our 
T

V
 se

ts. Y
e

t, d
e

sp
ite

 a
ll th

e
 co

ve
r-

age—
on television, in new

spapers, in 
m

a
g

a
zin

e
s a

n
d

 n
o

w
 in

 h
a

rd
-co

ve
r 

books—
there are still m

any questions 
a
b
o
u
t B

o
b
 K

e
n
n
e
d
y's d

e
a
th

 th
a
t lie

 
tro

u
b

le
d

 in
 o

u
r h

e
a

rts. It h
a

s b
e

e
n

 a
 

year—
but it has not been a year that 

produced all the answ
ers. 



A
fter p

riv
a
te serv

ices a
t S

t. P
a
trick

's C
a
-

th
ed

ra
l o

n
 J

u
n

e 6
th

, 1
9
6
8
, E

th
el K

en
n

ed
y
 

le
ft w

ith
 T

e
d

 a
n

d
 h

e
r
 so

n
 J

o
se

p
h

, 1
5
. 

S
om

e of th
e q

u
eries are n

igglin
g. 

In
 a

 tim
e o

f su
ch

 n
a
tio

n
a
l so

rro
w

, 
h

ow
 cou

ld
 p

eop
le tu

rn
 th

e even
ts to 

their private—
and crim

inal—
gain? Y

et 
so

m
e
 d

id
. O

n
 

Ju
n

e 
9
th

, w
h

e
n

 
K

en
n

ed
y
's p

erso
n

a
l ch

a
u

ffeu
r, 4

5
- 

year-old
 L

ee M
orrow

, w
as retu

rn
in

g 
to h

is W
ash

in
gton

 h
om

e after n
early 

24 solid
 h

ou
rs servin

g th
e fam

ily, h
e 

w
as stop

p
ed

 b
y seven

 you
n

g m
en

 an
d

 
ask

ed
 for cigarettes. H

e told
 th

em
 h

e 
h

a
d

 n
o
n

e a
n

d
 w

a
s th

en
 b

ea
ten

 a
n

d
 

robbed. 
S

o
m

e q
u

estio
n

s a
re fro

m
 sen

ti-
m

en
t. W

h
en

 everyth
in

g w
as over ... 

w
h

e
n

 th
e
 la

st sp
e
e
c
h

 h
a

d
 b

e
e
n

 
m

a
d

e ... th
e la

st fla
g
 lo

w
ered

 ... 
th

e K
en

n
ed

y
 fa

m
ily

 left A
rlin

g
to

n
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C
e
m

e
ta

r
y
 ... a

n
d

 th
e
y
 le

ft M
o
b

 
K

en
n

ed
y
 u

n
b

u
ried

. "
It w

a
s,"

 sa
id

 
on

e tear-streak
ed

 T
V

 ob
server, "

th
e 1 

lo
n

eliest th
in

g
 I ev

er sa
w

."
 B

o
b

's 
m

ah
ogan

y coffin
 w

as n
ot fin

ally low
- , 

ered
 in

to
 th

e ea
rth

 u
n

til 1
1

:3
4

 P
.M

. 
on

 Ju
n

e 9th
, lon

g after th
e gravesid

e 
serv

ices h
a

d
 fin

ish
ed

. T
o

 th
is d

a
te, 

o
n

ly
 th

e fa
m

ily
 k

n
o

w
s th

e rea
so

n
s 

w
h

y. 
A

b
o
u

t th
e circu

m
sta

n
ces o

f th
e 

b
u

rial th
ere is a fu

rth
er con

u
n

d
ru

m
. 

A
t th

e tim
e o

f th
e fu

n
era

l, a
 fa

m
ily

 
sp

o
k

esm
a

n
 sa

id
 th

a
t th

is w
o

u
ld

 n
o

t 
b

e
 B

o
b

's fin
a
l r

e
stin

g
 p

la
c
e
. H

e
 

w
ou

ld
 resp

ose even
tu

ally in
 th

e sam
e 

g
en

era
l a

rea
, it w

a
s a

n
n

o
u

n
ced

, b
u

t 
w

ith
 a

 sim
p

le m
a
rk

er (n
o
t y

et d
e-

sig
n

ed
) a

n
d

 la
n

d
sca

p
in

g
 (n

o
t y

et 
m

a
p

p
e
d

 o
u

t). S
o
 fa

r
, n

o
 fu

r
th

e
r
 

re-b
u

rial p
lan

s h
ave b

een
 m

ad
e p

u
b

-
lic. G

o
in

g
 b

a
ck

 to
 th

o
se p

o
ig

n
a
n

t 
h

alf-h
op

in
g, h

alf-k
n

ow
in

g-th
ere-w

as-
n

o-h
op

e h
ou

rs in
 Ju

n
e, th

ere are tw
o 

b
asic q

u
estion

s th
at trou

b
le on

e. W
as 

th
ere ever an

y ch
an

ce for B
ob

? A
n

d
 

ex
a

ctly
 w

h
o

 w
a

s resp
o

n
sib

le fo
r th

e 
p

la
n

n
in

g
 o

f th
e rites o

n
ce th

e fa
cts 

w
ere faced

? 
N

ew
 Y

o
rk

 C
ity

's P
o

st a
n

sw
ered

 
th

e first q
u

estion
 u

n
d

er th
e h

ead
lin

e, 
"

T
h

e L
osin

g F
igh

t O
n

 T
h

e O
p

eratin
g 

T
a
b

le
"

. A
c
c
o
r
d

in
g
 to

 r
e
p

o
r
te

r
 

T
h

om
as O

'T
oole, B

ob
 K

en
n

ed
y w

as 
o
n

 th
e o

p
era

tin
g
 ta

b
le th

ree h
o
u

rs 
an

d
 tw

en
ty m

in
u

tes. W
h

en
 th

e op
er-

a
tio

n
 b

eg
a
n

 h
e w

a
s n

o
t m

o
v
in

g
 a

 
sin

g
le su

p
erficia

l m
u

scle. W
h

ile th
e 

su
rgery w

as in
 p

rogress d
octors tried

 
to stim

u
late h

is reflexes b
y p

rick
in

g 
h

im
 w

ith
 p

in
s. H

e w
a

s g
iv

en
 tw

o
 6

, 
p

in
ts o

f b
lo

o
d

 d
u

rin
g

 su
rg

ery
 a

n
d

  

reln
oved

 from
 th

e tab
le at 6:30 A

.M
. 

S
even

 h
ou

rs later, d
esp

ite m
ech

an
ical 

h
elp

 w
ith

 h
is b

reath
in

g, h
e w

as p
ro-

n
ou

n
ced

 d
ead

. 
T

h
e a

n
sw

er to
 th

e q
u

estio
n

, w
a
s 

th
ere ever an

y real h
op

e seem
s to b

e 
o
b

v
io

u
s. B

o
b

 K
en

n
ed

y
 w

a
s d

ea
d

 
w

h
e
n

 h
e
 fe

ll to
 th

e
 flo

o
r
 o

f th
e
 

A
m

b
assad

or H
otel. 

A
b

ou
t th

e fu
n

eral itself, th
ere w

as 
ca

refu
l p

la
n

n
in

g
 b

y
 sev

era
l p

eo
p

le 
B

o
b

 lo
v
ed

—
a
n

d
 w

h
o
 lo

v
ed

 h
im

. It 
w

a
s n

o
t q

u
ite

 th
e
 sa

m
e
 a

s h
is 

b
roth

er's d
eath

 in
 D

allas, T
exas som

e 
five years b

efore. "
It w

as n
ot,"

 said
 

p
ress a

id
e F

ra
n

k
 M

a
n

k
iew

icz, a
s if 

h
e h

a
d

 b
een

 sh
o

t fiv
e m

in
u

tes b
e-

fore."
 A

s B
ob

 lay d
yin

g, M
an

k
iew

icz, 
S

teve S
m

ith
 (B

ob
's b

roth
er-in

-law
), 

J
o

h
n

 S
ieg

en
th

a
ler (fo

rm
er J

u
stice 

D
ep

artm
en

t aid
e an

d
 a k

ey K
en

n
ed

y 
a
d

v
iso

r), P
ierre S

a
lin

g
er a

n
d

 F
red

 
D

u
tton

 (a form
er W

h
ite H

ou
se aid

e) 
m

a
d

e th
e p

la
n

s th
ey

 h
o
p

ed
 th

ey
 

w
ou

ld
 n

ever h
ave to u

se. 
T

ed
 K

en
n

ed
y
 w

a
s w

ith
 E

th
el a

t 
th

e tim
e. W

h
en

 h
e jo

in
ed

 th
e g

ro
u

p
 

of K
en

n
ed

y ad
visors, h

e h
ad

 E
th

el's 
w

ish
es for th

e fu
n

eral w
ritten

 d
ow

n
. 

"
H

e w
a
s a

 N
ew

 Y
o
rk

 S
en

a
to

r,"
 h

e 
to

ld
 th

em
. "

H
e w

ill b
e b

u
ried

 fro
m

 
N

ew
 Y

o
rk

."
 A

n
d

 th
e fu

n
era

l tra
in

 
from

 N
ew

 Y
ork

 to W
ash

in
gton

 w
as 

E
th

el's id
ea

. "
H

e lo
v

ed
 th

e w
h

istle 
stop

s,"
 sh

e said
. 

W
h

ich
 b

rin
gs u

p
 an

oth
er p

rob
lem

. 
T

h
e train

 th
at b

ore K
en

n
ed

y's b
od

y 
from

 N
ew

 Y
ork

 sou
th

 to W
ash

in
gton

 
a
ttra

cted
 u

n
p

reced
en

ted
 a

n
d

 u
n

ex
-

p
ected

 cro
w

d
s. T

h
ey

 sto
o

d
 in

 field
s 

an
d

 san
g "

W
e S

h
all O

vercom
e"

; th
ey 

sto
p

p
ed

 th
eir ca

rs a
t cro

ssin
g
s a

n
d

 
w

a
v
ed

 b
la

ck
-b

o
rd

ered
 fla

g
s; th

ey
  

p
u

sh
ed

 an
d

 sh
oved

 on
 railroad

 p
lat-

form
s ju

st to see th
e fu

n
eral train

 go 
b

y
. A

n
d

 in
 E

liza
b

eth
, N

ew
 J

ersey
 

th
ere w

ere too m
an

y w
h

o p
u

sh
ed

 too 
hard. 

T
w

o p
eop

le w
ere k

illed
 w

h
en

 th
ey 

w
e
r
e
 sh

o
v

e
d

 in
to

 th
e
 p

a
th

 o
f a

 
p

assen
ger train

 travelin
g n

orth
. H

or-
rified

 m
ou

rn
ers on

 th
e K

en
n

ed
y train

 
w

itn
essed

 th
e d

eath
s of Joh

n
 C

u
ria 

an
d

 M
rs. A

n
toin

ette S
everin

i, b
oth

 
5
6
. M

rs. S
ev

erin
i's th

ree-y
ea

r-o
ld

 
g
r
a
n

d
d

a
u

g
h

te
r
, D

e
b

o
r
a
h

 A
n

n
e
 

K
w

iatek
, w

as severaly in
ju

red
 in

 th
e 

sam
e accid

en
t. 

A
n

 im
m

ed
iate in

vestigation
 of th

e 
traged

y w
as lau

n
ch

ed
—

q
u

ite u
n

su
c-

cessfu
lly. A

t a h
earin

g th
e follow

in
g 

Ju
n

e b
oth

 th
e en

gin
eer an

d
 th

e con
-

d
u

ctor of th
e d

eath
 train

 refu
sed

 to 
a

p
p

ea
r. S

o
 d

id
 th

e en
g

in
eer o

f th
e 

K
en

n
ed

y train
. In

 O
ctob

er a som
e-

w
h

at fru
strated

 gran
d

 ju
ry h

an
d

ed
 

d
o
w

n
 a

 ru
lin

g
; th

ere w
a
s to

 b
e n

o
 

in
d

ictm
en

t—
b

u
t lots of b

lam
e. T

h
ey 

criticized
 th

e crow
d

s w
h

o'd
 filled

 th
e 

sta
tio

n
 (th

ey
 h

a
d

 ig
n

o
red

 p
o

lice 
w

a
rn

in
g
s to

 clea
r th

e tra
ck

), th
e 

ra
ilro

a
d

, th
e secret serv

ice (th
eir 

L
a
ter th

a
t sa

m
e m

o
n

th
 sh

e a
tten

d
ed

 M
a
ss 

a
t S

t. L
u

k
e
's in

 M
c
L

e
a

n
, V

ir
g

in
ia

 w
ith

 
M

a
tth

ew
 (left) a

n
d

 C
h

risto
p

h
er (rig

h
t). 

i. 





•
 

1thri41ying helicopters drow
ned o

u
t 

the w
arnings) and the state P

ublic 
U

tilities C
om

m
ission (for "extrem

ely 
hazardous condition to passengers 
an

d
 p

ed
estrian

s" in
 th

e E
lizab

eth
 

station). 
Last M

arch, there w
as a nightm

are 
d

evelo
p

m
en

t in
 

the K
ennedy case. 

T
h

o
m

as N
o

g
u

ch
i, the coroner w

ho 
perform

ed the autopsy on B
ob w

as 
d

isch
arg

ed
 fro

m
 h

is jo
b

 am
id

st a 
flurry of sensational charges. Eastern 
n

ew
sp

ap
ers rep

o
rted

 th
at th

e 42- 
year-old pathologist "had threatened 
su

b
o

rd
in

ates w
ith

 a scalp
el, h

ad
 

spoken of perform
ing autopsies on 

livin
g

 p
eo

p
le an

d
 h

ad
 p

rayed
 fo

r 
disasters". The actual charges w

ere 
not quite that m

acabre. D
r. N

oguchi, 
it seem

s, in a m
om

ent of anger had 
threatened to perform

 an autopsy on 
one of his associates. D

r. N
oguchi's 

case is still being decided (observers 
fe

e
l it is

 m
a

in
ly

 a
 m

a
tte

r o
f a

 
personality clash betw

een a stubborn 
and dedicated m

an and the establish-
m

ent) but, after all the criticism
 over 

the autopsy on John F. K
ennedy it is 

unsettling to have doubts cast on the 
professional ability of the m

an w
ho 

w
as responsible for B

ob's. 
E

ven the trial of S
irhan S

irhan did 
not answ

er all the questions it raised. 
M

o
re

  th
a
n

 2
,0

0
0
 p

e
o

p
le

 w
e
re

 
q

u
izzed

 b
y in

vestig
ato

rs fro
m

 th
e 

district attorney's office and the trial 
itself w

as the m
ost expensive in Los 

A
n

g
e
le

s
' h

is
to

ry
. Y

e
t th

e
re

 a
re

 
doubts. 

For one, w
ho really w

as the polka 
d

o
t g

irl?
 R

ig
h

t after th
e sh

o
o

tin
g

 
w

itnesses testified that a pretty girl 
in a polka dot dress had been seen 
58 

ta
lk

in
g

 to
 S

irh
a

n
 a

n
d

 then running, 
ap

p
aren

tly exh
u

ltan
t, o

u
t o

f th
e h

o
- 

t  
tel shouting som

ething that sounded 
like "W

e g
o

t h
im

, w
e g

o
t h

im
". A

 
topless dancer nam

ed K
athy Fulm

er, 
2

3
, o

rig
in

a
lly

 c
a
m

e
 fo

rw
a
rd

 a
n

d
 

id
en

tified
 h

erself as th
e m

ystery 
w

om
an. P

olice questioned her, then 
released her saying that they felt she 
w

as o
n

ly seekin
g

 p
u

b
licity. A

t th
e 

trial a to
tally d

ifferen
t g

irl, V
alerie 

S
ch

u
lte, testified

 th
at sh

e h
ad

 b
een

 
at the K

ennedy rally w
earing a green 

d
ress w

ith
 yello

w
 p

o
lka d

o
ts an

d
 

b
elieved

 sh
e w

as th
e w

o
m

an
 w

h
o

'd
 

been seen. (Though she denied either 
talkin

g
 to

 S
irh

an
 o

r ru
n

n
in

g
 o

u
t o

f 
the hotel shouting "W

e got him
".) 

B
u

t w
h

ile
 th

e
 tria

l w
a

s
 s

till in
 

sessio
n

 K
ath

y F
u

lm
er w

as fo
u

n
d

 
dead. S

he scraw
led the inexplicable 

m
essage "Lord, you gave m

e a m
oun-

tain
 an

d
 I'm

 lo
ved

 to
 clim

b
" o

n
 a 

m
o

tel ro
o

m
 m

irro
r in

 lip
stick an

d
 

then apparently took an overdose of 
sleeping pills. H

er brother-in-law
 isn't 

so sure. K
ent Floerke told reporters, 

"K
athy got several death threats af-

ter she cam
e forw

ard in the K
ennedy, 

case. H
er death m

ay or m
ay not have 

so
m

eth
in

g
 to

 d
o

 w
ith

 it b
u

t it cer-
tain

ly sh
o

u
ld

 b
e m

o
re th

o
ro

u
g

h
ly 

in
vestig

ated
. U

p
 till n

o
w

," h
e w

en
t 

o
n

, "th
e h

an
d

lin
g

 o
f th

e case h
as 

been lousy and there's been an aw
ful 

lo
t o

f h
u

sh
-h

u
sh

." T
h

e h
u

sh
-h

u
sh

 
co

n
tin

u
es; th

e in
vestig

atio
n

 d
o

esn
't/ 

seem
 to. 

T
h

e trial itself—
o

r rath
er th

e fact 
of a S

irhan S
irhan—

 poses a dilem
m

a 
fo

r w
h

ich
 th

ere d
o

esn
't seem

 to
 b

e 
an answ

er. Lacey Fosburgh w
riting 

th
e N

ew
 

N
ew

 Y
ork Tim

es put it this w
ay: 

"T
h

e lo
n

g
 trial d

id
 n

o
t an

sw
er th

e 
ultim

ate question of w
hy som

e m
en 

build and others destroy." 
F

o
r B

o
b

 K
en

n
ed

y w
as a b

u
ild

er. 
A

n
d

 o
n

e o
f th

e b
est th

in
g

s h
e b

u
ilt 

w
as h

is fam
ily. E

th
el K

en
n

ed
y an

d
 

h
is eleven

 ch
ild

ren
 (in

clu
d

in
g

 th
e 

baby daughter he didn't live to see) 
are h

is g
reatest m

em
o

rial. T
h

ey d
o

 
him

 proud. 
E

thel has observed the traditional 
year o

f m
o

u
rn

in
g

. B
u

t sh
e h

as re-
fu

s
e

d
 to

 p
la

y
 th

e
 m

a
rty

r. S
h

e
 is

 
co

n
stan

tly b
u

sy ("A
n

 aw
fu

l lo
t o

f 
h

er en
erg

y an
d

 d
rive n

o
w

 co
m

es 
fro

m
 a d

esire to
 keep

 h
erself o

ccu
-

pied," says a friend. 'The rare tim
es 

her face is in repose, it's sad.") w
ith 

her children, sports, carrying on ser-
vice projects B

ob started and just the 
p

lain
 m

ech
an

ics o
f ru

n
n

in
g

 w
h

at is 
virtually a sm

all hotel called H
ickory 

H
ill. "S

om
etim

es a • seed has to die 
before it takes," she says of her life. 
"I w

ill bring up the children the w
ay 

B
ob w

ould have w
anted." 

A
nd this m

eans doing. D
uring the 

daytim
e it's sports (tennis is E

thel's 
g

am
e); after d

in
n

er it's ch
arad

es o
r 

quizzes on new
s subjects. S

he's out 
o

f b
ed

 each
 m

o
rn

in
g

 b
y seven

 fo
r 

breakfast w
ith the kids, driving them

 
to various schools and then, alm

ost 
daily, M

ass in her local parish church. 
T

h
e
 th

re
e
 o

ld
e
r c

h
ild

re
n

 a
tte

n
d

 
b

o
ard

in
g

 sch
o

o
l; th

e o
th

ers sh
are 

every m
eal w

ith
 E

th
el an

d
 sit w

ith
 

h
er each

 n
ig

h
t as sh

e read
s alo

u
d

 
fro

m
 th

e B
ib

le an
d

 says th
e ro

sary. 
B

o
b

's frien
d

s (an
d

 b
ro

th
er T

ed
) 

have rallied around to do w
hat they 

can for the fatherless fam
ily. C

olum
-

n
is

t A
rt B

u
c
h

w
a
ld

 is
 a

 fre
q

u
e
n

t  

visito
r; so

 is L
eM

o
yn

e B
illin

g
s, a 

friend of the K
ennedys' since prep 

school days. A
nd w

hen it's Father's 
D

ay in any of the children's schools, 
D

a
v

e
 H

a
c

k
e

tt re
p

re
s

e
n

ts
 th

e
.  

K
ennedys. 

B
u

t m
o

stly it's E
th

el w
h

o
's n

o
t 

just holding the fam
ily together but 

pushing it forw
ard. Like her son Joe 

s
h

e
 fo

u
n

d
 th

e
 s

tre
n

g
th

 to
 w

a
lk

 
th

ro
u

g
h

 all th
e cars o

f th
at lo

n
g

 
funeral train com

forting those w
ho 

had com
e to com

fort her. W
hen she 

w
e

p
t, fin

a
lly

, it w
a

s
 a

lo
n

e
 in

 th
e

 
fam

ily's co
ach

. D
esp

ite w
h

at h
as 

h
ap

p
en

ed
 to

 h
er—

th
e d

eath
 o

f h
er 

beloved brother-in-law
 and then the 

sh
atterin

g
 m

u
rd

er o
f h

er o
w

n
 h

u
s-

band—
she is giving Ted her full sup-

port in his continuing life in politics. 
A

lth
o

u
g

h
 h

e is th
e o

n
ly su

rvivin
g

 
m

ale K
ennedy (Joe K

ennedy S
r. is 

co
m

p
letely in

cap
acitated

 d
u

e to
 a 

stroke) she does not feel he should 
p

lay it safe an
d

 retire fro
m

 o
ffice. 

"There w
as never a thought of that," 

sh
e says. "I w

o
u

ld
n

't h
ave it an

y 
other w

ay." 
The strength of E

thel is one thing 
that has em

erged positive and sure in 
this year follow

ing the assassination. 
S

he w
as once considered the cut-up 

of the fam
ily (w

hen any pushing into 
pools fully clothed w

as done, E
thel 

w
as usually the instigator). B

ut that 
w

as on the surface. U
nderneath, bol-

stered by perhaps the strongest relig-
ious beliefs in the K

ennedy clan, w
as 

determ
ination—

and greatness. 
E

th
e
l's

 p
h

ilo
s
o

p
h

y
 is

 s
im

p
le

. 
"Y

ou're only on this earth once. Y
ou 

m
u

st g
ive it all yo

u
've g

o
t." S

h
e is. 

A
nd B

ob m
ust be proud of her.• 

■
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