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Skeptics R
efuse to D

rop 2d G
un T

heory in R
obert K

ennedy C
ase 

S
p

ecial to
 T

h
e N

ew
 Y

o
rk

 'n
o

tes 	
1 

L
O

S
 A

N
G

E
L

E
S

, O
ct. I l—

D
e-1 

sp
ite th

e co
n

clu
sio

n
 o

f a p
an

el 
o
f firearm

s ex
p
erts th

at th
e g

u
n
 

w
restled

 fro
m

 th
e h

an
d

s o
f S

ir-
h

an
 B

. S
irh

an
 w

as ap
p

aren
tly

 
th

e o
n
ly

 w
eap

o
n
 in

v
o
lv

ed
. in

 
th

e
 a

ssa
ssin

a
tio

n
 o

f S
e
n

a
to

r 
R

obert F
. K

ennedy, a few
 skep-

tic
s a

re
 re

fu
sin

g
 to

 a
b

a
n

d
o

n
 

th
e , so

-called
 . "seco

n
d
 g

u
n
 

theory." 	
. 	

• 
A

m
o

n
g

 o
th

ers, th
e atto

rn
ey

' 
fo

r M
r. S

irh
an

, th
e co

n
v
icted

 
assassin

,. h
as d

eclared
 th

at h
e 

is reaso
n
ab

ly
 satisfied

. th
at th

e 
b

u
llets fired

 in
 th

e A
m

b
assad

o
r 

H
o

tel p
an

try
 o

n
 Ju

n
e 5

, 1
9

6
8

. 
p
ro

b
ab

ly
 cam

e fro
m

 h
is clien

t's 
.22-caliber Iver-Johnson pistol. 

T
h

e sev
en

 n
atio

n
ally

 k
n

o
w

n
 

firearm
s exam

iners, w
ho w

orked 
in

d
ep

en
d
en

tly
 fo

r n
early

 tw
o
 

w
eeks in a court-ordered inves-

tig
atio

n
 o

f th
e b

u
llet ev

id
en

ce 
in

 th
e S

irh
an

 case, said
 in

 th
eir 

jo
in

t rep
o
rt issu

ed
 M

o
n
d
ay

: 
S

o
m

e D
o
u
b
ts R

em
ain

 
"T

h
ere is n

o
 su

b
stan

tiv
e o

r 
d
em

o
n
strab

le ev
id

en
ce to

 in
d
i 

c
a
te

 th
a
t m

o
re

 th
a
n
 o

n
e
 g

u
n
 

w
as used to fire any -of the bul-

lets ex
am

in
ed

." - 
G

o
d
frey

 Isaac, M
r. ,S

irh
an

's 
atto

rn
ey

, said
 th

is w
eek

 th
at 

h
is clien

t w
as "n

atu
rally

 d
isap

-
p
o
in

ted
 in

 th
e resu

lts"• b
u
t h

e 
ad

d
ed

: "I h
av

e n
o
 .fu

rtth
er in

-
tention of bringing up the ques-
tio

n
 o

f th
e seco

n
d
 g

u
n
 in

 leg
al 

proceedings." 
O

th
er p

erso
n
s, h

o
w

ev
er, in

-
clu

d
in

g
 P

au
l S

ch
rad

e, w
h
o

 w
as 

w
o
u
n
d
ed

 in
 th

e sh
o
o
tin

g
 an

d
 

w
h

o
 w

ith
 C

B
S

 telev
isio

n
 re-

-:: q
u
ested

 th
e re-testin

g
 o

f  ev
i-

d
ep

ce b
y
 ex

p
erts, said

 th
at th

e 
rep

o
rt left • u

n
an

sw
ered

 th
e 

q
u

estio
n

 o
f a seco

n
d

 g
u

n
. 

M
r. •S

ch
rad

e an
d
 A

llard
 K

. 
L

o
w

en
stein

, th
e fo

rm
er N

ew
 

Y
o
rk

 D
em

o
cratic R

ep
resen

ta-
tiv

e w
h
o
 h

as b
een

 a lead
in

g
 

ad
v
o
cate o

f reo
p
en

in
g
 th

e in
-

v
estig

atio
n
, said

 th
is w

eek
 th

at 
th

ey
 b

eliev
ed

 th
e h

ew
 in

q
u
iry

 
reso

lv
ed

 so
m

e o
f th

eir d
o
u
b
ts 

b
u
t b

o
th

 co
n
ten

d
 th

at th
e ex

-
p
e
rts' fin

d
in

g
s w

e
re

 in
c
o
n
-

clusive. 
T

h
e
y
 p

o
in

te
d
 o

u
t th

a
t a

l-
though the scientists had found 
n
o
 ev

id
en

ce to
 su

g
g
est th

at a 
second gun had been fired they 
w

ere u
n
ab

le to
 p

ro
v
e th

at all 
the bullets had been fired from

 
th

e
 S

irh
a
n

 g
u

n
. T

h
e
 la

c
k

 o
f 

p
ro

o
f,. said

 th
e p

an
el, w

as 
a 

re
su

lt o
f th

e
 in

a
b
ility

 o
f th

e
 

S
irh

an
 g

u
n

 to
 p

ro
d

u
ce "in

su
f-

ficient corresponding individual 
ch

aracteristics" o
n

 b
u

llets n
ec-

essary
 to

 m
ak

e p
o

sitiv
e id

en
ti- 

fication. 	
. • 

T
h
e ex

p
erts .attrib

u
ted

 th
is 

"p
o

o
r rep

ro
d

u
cib

ility
" to

 "b
ar-

F
el fo

u
lin

g
, co

p
p
er allo

y
 co

at-
ing, im

pact dam
age and distor-

tio
n

, cy
lin

d
er alig

n
m

en
t an

d
 

possible loss of fine detail over 
intervening years." 

D
ifferences In P

hotographs 
T

he experts agreed, how
ever, 

th
at each

 . o
f th

e b
u
llets re-

triev
ed

 fro
m

 v
ictim

s "is th
e 

sam
e w

ith
 resp

ect to
 calib

er, 
w

eig
h
t, n

u
m

b
er an

d
 p

o
sitio

n
 

o
f can

n
elu

res an
d
 co

p
p
er allo

y
 

c
o

a
tin

g
 a

s c
a
lib

e
r .2

2
 L

o
n

g
 

R
ifle bullets• m

anufactured by 
C

ascad
e •C

atrid
g

es, In
c.." an

d
 

th
u

s- th
e sam

e ty
p

e o
f am

u
n

i-
tion used by M

r. S
irhan. 

T
h
is fin

d
in

g
 w

as co
n
sid

ered
 

im
p

o
rtan

t b
ecau

se a cen
tral 

arg
u
m

en
t o

f seco
n
d
 g

u
n
 th

eo
-

rists h
a
d
 b

e
e
n
 th

a
t a

 b
u
lle

t 
tak

en
 fro

m
 S

en
ato

r K
en

n
ed

y
's 

n
eck

 –
an

d
 o

n
e rem

o
v
ed

 fro
m

 

W
illiam

 W
eisel, another victim

, 
a
p
p
e
a
re

d
 to

 h
a
v
e
 d

iffe
re

n
t 

m
arkings. 
T

h
e arg

u
m

en
t w

as b
ased

 o
n
 

p
h
o
to

g
rap

h
s o

f b
u
llets tak

en
 

by W
illiam

 H
arp,er, a P

asadena 
b
allistics ex

p
ert w

h
o
 m

ad
e an

 
independent study in 1970. M

r. 
H

a
rp

e
r sa

id
 th

a
t th

e
 W

e
ise

l 
b
u
llet ap

p
eared

 to
 h

av
e tw

o
 

can
n
elu

res (co
n
cen

tric rin
g
s 

aro
u
n
d
 a b

u
llet's circu

m
fer-

ence) w
hile the K

ennedy bullet 
h

ad
 o

n
ly

 o
n

e, in
d

icatin
g

 ". d
if-

ferent type of am
m

unition than 
M

r. S
irhan used. 

T
h

e sam
e ap

p
aren

t d
iscre-

p
an

cy
 w

as p
o

in
ted

 o
u

t b
y

 H
er-

b
ert M

acD
o
n
ell, a C

o
rn

in
g
, 

N
.Y

., forensic scientist, in 1973. 
B

u
t th

e
 se

v
e
n
 e

x
a
m

in
e
rs 

fo
u

n
d

 u
n

an
im

o
u

sly
 th

at b
o

th
 

b
u
llets h

ad
 tw

o
 .can

n
elu

res. 
L

o
w

ell B
rad

fo
rd

, o
n
e o

f th
e 

sev
en

 co
u

rt-ap
p

o
in

ted
 ex

am
i-

ners, explained that the H
arper-

M
acD

o
n
n
ell co

n
clu

sio
n
s m

ay
 

h
av

e b
een

 b
ased

 
o

n
 a

 b
la

ck
 

an
d

 w
h

ite p
h

otograp
h

, w
h

ich
 

h
e sa

id
 co

u
ld

 b
e u

n
relia

b
le, 

rath
er th

an
 on

 a m
icroscop

ic 
com

parison. 
T

he new
 exam

ination cleared 
u

p
 th

a
t m

y
stery

, b
u

t M
r. 

S
ch

rad
e, M

r. L
ow

en
stein

 an
d

 
som

e oth
ers say th

ere are re-
m

ain
in

g q
u

estion
s b

eyon
d

 th
e 

scop
e of th

e 'recen
t lim

ited
 in

-
vestigation. 

Judge R
obert 	

W
en

k
e of 

L
os A

n
geles.S

u
p

erior C
ou

rt, 
in ord

erin
g th

e 'retestin
g A

u
g. 

14, refu
sed

 to exten
d

 th
e in

q
u

i-
ry to con

sid
eration

 of m
u

n
b

er 
of b

u
llets an

d
 trajectories. C

ri-
tics say th

e en
tire m

atter' can
- 

n
ot d

ie' u
n

til every aven
u

e :of 
d
o
u
b
t Is fu

lly
 ex

p
lo

red
. . - 

T
hom

as" K
rantz, the D

eputy 
D

istrict A
ttorney specially 'ap- 

pointed for the re-exam
ination, 

said
 th

is w
eek

 th
at h

e w
o

u
ld

 
attem

p
t to

 ex
p
lo

re, fo
r a rep

o
rt 

h
e ex

p
ects to

 issu
e at th

e en
d

 of the year, the rem
aining "sec• 

an
d
 g

u
n
" q

u
estio

n
s an

d
 &

1
st-

o
th

er less p
o
p
u
lar co

n
sp

iracy
, 

theories. 


