
R
obert K

ennedy O
rdered M

e to Stop Protecting 
H

im
 Seven H

ours Before H
e W

as A
ssassinated 

...If I H
ad B

een There I'd H
ave Taken Those B

ullets for the 
Senator or Shot H

is A
ssailant D

ead 

F
A

T
A

L
L

Y
 W

O
U

N
D

E
D

 S
e
n
a
to

r R
o
b
e
rt K

e
n
n
e
d
y
 lie

s
 o

n
 

flo
o
r o

f A
m

b
assad

o
r H

o
tel o

n
 Ju

n
e 5

, 1
9
6
8
. S

ay
s fo

r-
m

e
r L

o
s
 A

n
g
e
le

s
 P

o
lic

e
 S

g
t. M

a
rio

n
 H

o
o
v
e
r: "T

h
e
re

 
w

a
s
n

't a
 s

in
g

le
 L

o
s
 A

n
g

e
le

s
 p

o
lic

e
m

a
n

 w
ith

 K
e

n
n

e
d

y
 

a
t th

e
 tim

e
 h

e
 w

a
s
 s

h
o
t . . b

e
c
a
u
s
e
 w

e
 w

e
re

n
't w

a
n
te

d
." 

R
o

b
ert F

. K
en

n
ed

y
 "ask

ed
 

to
 b

e k
illed

" b
y
 o

rd
erin

g
 h

is 
p
o
lice-b

o
d
y
g
u
ard

s to
 "g

et 
th

e h
ell aw

ay
 fro

m
 m

e an
d

 
stay

 aw
ay

," rev
eals th

e m
an

 
w

h
o
 w

as assig
n
ed

 to
 g

u
ard

 
R

F
K

 th
e d

ay
 h

e w
as slain

. 
A

fter eight years of silence 
on the subject, form

er L
os A

n-
g

eles P
o
lice S

g
t. 

M
arion D

. 
H

o
o

v
er to

ld
 T

h
e E

N
Q

U
IR

E
R

 
th

e sh
o
ck

in
g
 sto

ry
 b

eh
in

d
 th

e 
assassin

atio
n
 o

f B
o
b
b
y
 K

en
-

n
ed

y
 o

n
 Ju

n
e 5

, 1
9
6
8
. 

"I'v
e b

ro
k
en

 m
y
 silen

ce b
e-

cau
se I w

an
t to

 tell E
N

Q
U

IR
-

E
R

 read
ers th

e real facts b
e-

h
in

d
 o

n
e o

f th
e g

reatest trag
-

ed
ies in

 A
m

erica's p
o
litical 

h
isto

ry
," said

 th
e to

u
g
h
 ex

-
cop. 

'T
h

e tru
th

 is, B
o

b
b
y

 K
en

-
nedy asked to be killed. S

even 
and three-quarter hours before 
h
e w

as g
u
n
n
ed

 d
o
w

n
 in

 co
ld

 
b

lo
o

d
 in

 th
e k

itch
en

, o
f th

e 
A

m
b
assad

o
r H

o
tel, th

e S
en

a-
to

r o
rd

ered
 m

e an
d

 th
e rest o

f 
th

e 1
2

-m
an

 sp
ecial secu

rity
 

u
n
it assig

n
ed

 to
 h

im
 th

at d
ay

 
to stop protecting him

. 
"T

h
e fact is, th

ere w
asn

't a 
single L

os A
ngeles policem

an 
w

ith
 K

en
n
ed

y
 at th

e tim
e h

e 
w

as sh
o
t —

 an
d
 w

e w
eren

't 
th

e
re

 b
e
c
a
u
se

 w
e
 w

e
re

 n
o
t 

w
anted. 
"If I h

ad
 b

een
 in

 th
e h

o
tel 

at that fateful m
om

ent I w
ould 

h
av

e eith
er tak

en
 th

o
se b

u
l-

le
ts fo

r th
e
 S

e
n
a
to

r o
r sh

o
t 

h
is a

ssa
ila

n
t d

e
a
d

,"
 sa

id
 

H
oover, 51, a fantastic m

arks-
m

an
 w

h
o
 sh

o
t to

 d
eath

 n
in

e 
crim

inals in his 26-year, story-
book career as a cop. 

H
oover, w

hose real-life he-
ro

ics in
sp

ired
 th

e ch
aracter  "B

u
m

p
e

r" M
o

rg
a

n
 in

 th
e

 n
o

v-
e
l and T

V
 

sh
o
w

, "T
h
e B

lu
e 

K
night," recounted the tum

ul-
tu

o
u
s ev

en
ts p

reced
in

g
 R

F
K

's 
assassination by S

irhan S
irhan 

at 1
2

:1
5

 a.m
. o

n
 Ju

n
e 5

, 
A

s soon as K
ennedy arrived 

at L
os A

ngeles A
irport the pre-

ced
in

g
 d

ay
, h

e m
ad

e it clear 
th

at h
e d

id
n

't lik
e h

av
in

g
 p

o
- lice aro

u
n

d
 h

im
, H

o
o

v
er said

. 
A

t one point, as K
ennedy got 

o
u
t o

f h
is m

o
to

rcad
e lim

o
u
-

sin
e, h

e w
as en

g
u
lfed

 b
y
 h

is 
frenzied supporters and knock-
ed

 to
 th

e p
av

em
en

t. B
u

t w
h

en
 

a
 p

o
lic

e
m

a
n
 trie

d
 to

 a
ssist 

him
, K

ennedy slapped the offi-
cer's h

elp
in

g
 h

an
d
 asid

e an
d
 

sn
arled

 at h
im

 to
 g

et aw
ay

. H
o
o
v
er recalled

 th
e p

recise 
in

c
id

e
n
t "th

a
t se

a
le

d
 K

e
n
-

n
e
d
y
's fa

te
." A

 p
ic

k
p
o
c
k
e
t 

grabbed K
ennedy's w

atch and 
tried

 to
 sq

u
irm

 aw
ay

 th
ro

u
g
h
 

the crow
d, but H

oover spotted 
him

 and ordered him
 arrested. 

"W
ith

 th
at, K

en
n

ed
y

 b
lew

 
up,"_ H

oover rem
em

bered. "H
e 

c
a
m

e
 a

p
a
rt a

n
d
 b

e
g
a
n
 to

 
sc

re
a
m

 a
t m

e
 to

 g
e
t a

w
a
y

 
from

 him
 and to take the other 

o
ffic

e
rs w

ith
 m

e
. A

n
d
 h

e
 

ram
m

ed
 th

e o
rd

er h
o
m

e b
y
 

adding: 
" 'G

et th
e h

ell aw
ay

 fro
m

 
m

e an
d
 stay

 aw
ay

!' 
"A

n
d
, as h

is car sp
ed

 aw
ay

 
le

a
v
in

g
 u

s ,sta
n
d
in

g
 in

 th
e
 

street, it grazed a police offi-
cer an

d
 k

n
o
ck

ed
 h

im
 h

ead
-

o
v
er-h

eels. T
h

at w
as th

e last 
straw

. 
"I rem

em
b
er th

in
k
in

g
: 'I'm

 
not taking this treatm

ent from
 

an
y
b
o
d
y
, n

o
t a 

K
ennedy 

or 
an

y
b

o
d

y
 else!' I co

u
ld

n
't b

e-
liev

e th
at a P

resid
en

tial as-
p

iran
t —

 esp
ecially

 a K
en

-
nedy —

 could m
ake such a de-

cision. 
"It w

as a d
ecisio

n
 th

at h
e 

paid for w
ith his life," H

oover 
added grim

ly. 
F

o
rm

er L
o
s A

n
g
eles P

o
lice 

C
hief T

hom
as R

eddin told T
he 

E
N

Q
U

IR
E

R
: "E

verything that 
H

o
o

v
er h

as said
 is tru

e. A
ll 

our efforts to protect K
ennedy 

th
at d

ay
, an

d
 later o

n
 at th

e 

P
O

L
IC

E
 H

E
R

O
 

M
a
rio

n
 

H
o

o
v
e

r is
 d

e
c
o

ra
te

d
 fo

r 
v
a
lo

r a
t a

 1
9
6
4
 c

e
re

m
o
n
y
 

in
 L

o
s A

ngeles, C
alif. 

A
m

bassador H
otel, w

ere flatly 
refused by the S

enator. 
"I g

o
t th

e im
p

ressio
n

 th
at 

K
ennedy w

ished to a
p
p
e
a
r to

 
be antipolice and antiestablish-
m

ent, and to not need our help, 
because politically it w

as the 
sm

art thing to do at the tim
e. 

"I w
as told by his aides: 'W

e 
d
o
n
't w

an
t an

y
 p

o
licem

en
 

n
ear M

r. K
en

n
ed

y
.' T

h
e in

-
disputable fact is that he told 
u
s to

 g
et lo

st —
 an

d
 h

e p
aid

 
for that order w

ith his life." 
—

 T
O

M
 S

M
IT

H
 

/U
 q

u
i e - ‹

 	
/ 

— 2
4

- 

M
an A

ssigned to G
uard R

F
K

 on D
ay H

e W
as Slain B

reaks  8-Year Silence:  


