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2nd G
un T

heorists W
on't G

ive U
p on R

FK
 Slaying 

P
robe M

ay T
ell, D

id Sirhan A
ct A

lone 
B

Y
 R

O
B

E
R

T
 L

. R
O

S
E

 
(E-. 1475. C

hicago D
aily N

rw
s 

Los A
n

g
eles —

 A
t 1

2
:1

5
 a.m

. Ju
n

e 5
, 

1
9
6
8
, S

en
. R

o
b
ert F

. K
en

n
ed

y
 w

as sh
o
t 

d
o

w
n

 in
 th

e p
an

try
 o

f th
e A

m
b

assad
o

r 
H

o
te

l h
e
re

 o
n
 h

is w
a
y
 to

 a
 v

ic
to

ry
 

celeb
ratio

n
 after th

e C
alifo

rn
ia p

resid
en

-
tial p

rim
ary

. T
w

en
ty

-fiv
e h

o
u

rs later h
e 

w
as d

ead
. 

S
irh

an
 B

ish
ara S

irh
an

, g
rab

b
ed

 o
n

 th
e 

sp
o

t, w
ith

 a g
u

n
 in

 h
is h

an
d

, w
as in

d
ict-

ed
 fo

r m
u
rd

er th
e n

ex
t d

ay
, co

n
v
icted

 o
n
 

A
p
ril 1

7
, 1

9
6
9
, an

d
 sen

ten
ced

 to
 d

eath
 6

 
d

ay
s later, after a th

ree-m
o

n
th

 trial. 
N

o
w

, o
n
 S

ep
t. 1

1
. 1

9
7
5
, m

o
re th

an
 7

 
y
e
a
rs a

fte
r th

e
 sh

o
o
tin

g
, R

o
b
e
rt F

. 
W

en
k
e, p

resid
in

g
 ju

d
g

e o
f th

e S
u
p
erio

r 
C

o
u

rt o
f L

o
s A

n
g

eles, w
ill set th

e ru
les 

fo
r a n

ew
 in

v
estig

atio
n

 to
 d

eterm
in

e if 
S

irh
an

 acted
 alo

n
e. 

B
efo

re h
is trial, u

n
d
er h

y
p
n
o
sis b

y
 D

r. 
B

ern
ard

 L
. D

iam
o
n
d

, a d
efen

se p
sy

ch
ia-

trist, S
irh

an
 in

sisted
 —

 as h
e d

id
 d

u
rin

g
 

th
e
 tria

l a
n
d
 la

te
r —

 th
a
t n

o
b
o
d
y
 e

lse
 

w
as involved: 
Q

u
estio

n
: S

irh
an

, d
id

 an
y

b
o

d
y

 p
ay

 y
o

u
 

to shoot K
ennedy? Y

es or no? 
A

nsw
er: N

o. 

Q
: D

id
 an

y
b

o
d

y
 k

n
o

w
 ah

ead
 o

f tim
e 

th
at y

o
u

 w
ere g

o
in

g
 to

 d
o

 it? 
A

: N
o. 

Q
: D

id
 y

o
u

 th
in

k
 th

is u
p

 all b
y

 y
o

u
r-

self? 
A

: Y
es. 

Q
: A

re y
o

u
 th

e o
n

ly
 p

erso
n
 in

v
o

lv
ed

 in
 

K
ennedy's shooting? 
A

: Y
es. 

D
u
rin

g
 th

e trial, after a sp
at w

ith
 h

is 
law

y
ers o

n
 th

eir in
sisten

ce at b
rin

g
in

g
 

tw
o
 y

o
u
n
g
 g

irls h
e
 lik

e
d
 to

 th
e
 sta

n
d
, 

S
irh

an
 d

em
an

d
ed

 th
at h

is n
o

t-g
u

ilty
 p

lea 
be w

ithdraw
n. 

"I p
le

a
d

 g
u

ilty
 to

 m
u

rd
e
r a

n
d

 a
sk

 to
 

b
e
 e

x
e
c
u
te

d
," S

irh
a
n
 sh

o
u
te

d
 o

u
t. "I 

k
illed

 R
o

b
ert F

. K
en

n
ed

y
 w

illfu
lly

, p
re-

m
ed

itated
ly

, w
ith

 2
0

 y
ears m

alice afo
re-

th
o

u
g

h
t." 

S
u

p
e
rio

r C
o

u
rt Ju

d
g

e
 H

e
rb

e
rt V

. 
W

a
lk

e
r tu

rn
e
d

 S
irh

a
n

 d
o

w
n

 a
n

d
 to

ld
 

ch
ief d

efen
se law

y
er G

ran
t C

o
o

p
er to

 
p
ro

ceeclw
ith

h
is d

efen
se o

f "d
im

in
ish

ed
  

cap
acity

'? w
h
ich

 th
e ju

d
g
e said

 w
as "th

e 
only defense possible." 

T
h
e
 ju

ry
 d

id
n
't b

u
y
 th

e
 d

e
fe

n
ss -

w
h
ich

 w
as sim

p
ly

 th
at S

irh
an

 d
id

n
't h

av
e 

th
e
 "c

a
p
a
c
ity

" to
 fo

rm
 th

e
 re

so
lv

e
 fo

r 
m

u
rd

er, an
d

 th
erefo

re co
u

ld
n

't b
e g

u
ilty

 
b

ecau
se h

e w
as in

 a tran
ce at th

e tim
e 

an
d
 d

id
n
't k

n
o
w

 w
h
at h

e w
as d

o
in

g
. 

A
fter th

e trial. S
irh

an
 w

as in
terv

iew
ed

 
o
n
 telev

isio
n
 an

d
 ag

ain
 w

as ask
ed

, "W
as 

th
ere a p

lo
t o

r co
n
sp

iracy
?" 

H
e
 a

n
sw

e
re

d
: If th

e
re

 is a
 c

o
n

sp
ira

-
cy

, I am
 co

m
p

letely
 u

n
aw

are o
f it." 

B
u
t seco

n
d
-g

u
n
 th

eo
rists im

m
ed

iately
 

w
en

t to
 w

o
rk

. A
 seco

n
d
 team

 o
f d

efen
se 

la
w

y
e
rs, o

n
 a

p
p
e
a
l, c

o
n
te

n
d
e
d
 th

a
t 

"ex
ten

siv
e 

n e w
 p

h
y

sic
a
l e

v
id

e
n

c
e
" 

sh
o
w

ed
 th

at th
e b

u
llet th

at k
illed

 B
o
b
b
y
 

K
e
n

n
e
d

y
. w

a
s n

o
t fire

d
 fro

m
 S

irh
a
n

's 
gun. 	

• 
T

h
e .U

.S
. S

u
p
rem

e C
o
u
rt tu

rn
ed

 th
e 

appeal dow
n, 7-0, w

ithout com
m

ent. 

T
h
e C

alifo
rn

ia S
u

p
rem

e C
o

u
rt h

ad
 al-

re
a
d
y
 tu

rn
e
d
 d

o
w

n
 a

 n
e
w

 tria
l, b

u
t 

re
d
u
c
e
d
 S

irh
a
n
's se

n
te

n
c
e
 to

 life
 in

 
prison 	

in
 acco

rd
an

ce w
ith

 its o
w

n
 an

d
 

fed
eral ru

lin
g

s th
at cap

ital p
u

n
ish

m
en

t 
w

as unconstitutional. 
T

he second-gun theorists didn't give up. 
P

o
litical p

ressu
re b

eg
an

 to
 b

u
ild

. 
In

 M
ay

 last y
ear, L

o
s A

n
g
eles C

o
u
n
ty

 
S

u
p

erv
iso

r B
ax

ter W
ard

, a fo
rm

er telev
i-

sio
n
 n

ew
s an

ch
o
rm

an
, b

eg
an

 p
u
sh

in
g
 to

 
reo

p
en

 th
e in

q
u

iry
. C

ritics accu
sed

 h
im

 
o

f seek
in

g
 p

u
b

licity
 fo

r h
is cam

p
aig

n
 'fo

r 
g

o
v

en
io

r. T
h

e effo
rt w

as stalled
. 

B
ut a 

n
ew

 d
efen

se team
, h

ead
ed

 th
is 

tim
e b

y
. B

ev
erly

 H
ills atto

rn
ey

 G
o

d
frey

 
Isaac„ w

en
t b

ack
 to

 th
e state S

u
p
rem

e 
C

o
u
rt an

d
 ask

ed
 ag

ain
 fo

r a n
ew

 trial o
n
 

the basis of new
 evidence. 

"E
v

id
e
n

c
e
 th

a
t te

n
d
e
d
 to

 sh
o
w

 th
a
t 

S
en

. R
o

b
ert F

. K
en

n
ed

y
 w

as n
o

t k
illed

 
b
y
 th

e
 b

u
lle

t fro
m

 S
irh

a
n
's g

u
n
 w

a
s 

d
elib

erately
, in

ten
tio

n
ally

 an
d

 w
illin

g
ly

 
su

p
p
reS

ted
 b

y
 th

e p
ro

secu
tio

n
 an

d
 th

eir 
agents.,:,!, they m

aintained. 

L
astlreb

. 1
3

, th
e h

ig
h

 co
u

rt ag
ain

 said 
no. In

 M
ay

, th
e C

alifo
rn

ia A
d

u
lt A

u
th

o
rity

 
set F

eb
. 2

3
, 1

9
8

5
, as th

e d
ate S

irh
an

 can
 

le
g
a
lly

 b
e
 re

le
a
se

d
. In

 S
a
n
 Q

u
e
n
tin

, 
w

here' he w
as still b

ein
g
 h

eld
 in

 m
ax

i-
m

u
m

,. secu
rity

, S
irh

an
 w

as rep
o

rted
ly

 
"sh

o
ck

ed
, o

v
erw

h
elm

ed
 at th

e am
o
u
n
t o

f 
tim

e h
e still h

as to
 serv

e." 
N

o
w

 3
1
, S

irh
an

 w
o
u
ld

 b
e ap

p
ro

ach
in

g
 

h
is 4

3
d

 b
irth

d
ay

 (in
 M

arch
, 1

0
8

6
) an

d
 

w
o
u
ld

 h
a
v
e
 se

rv
e
d
 1

6
 y

e
a
rs a

n
d
 1

1
 

m
o

n
th

s fo
r th

e
 first d

e
g

re
e
 m

u
rd

e
r o

f 
K

en
n

ed
y

 an
d

 th
e w

o
u

n
d

in
g

 o
f o

th
er p

er-
so

n
s th

at n
ig

h
t. 

S
ta

te
 T

re
a
su

re
r Je

sse
 M

. U
n

ru
h

, a
 

lo
n
g
tim

e C
alifo

rn
ia p

o
litical p

o
w

er an
d
 

state cam
p

aig
n

 ch
ief fo

r K
en

n
ed

y
 (h

e 
w

as w
ith

 K
en

n
ed

y
 w

h
en

 h
e w

as sh
o

t) h
it 

th
e ceilin

g
. H

e d
em

an
d
ed

 th
at th

e th
ree-

m
an

 ad
u

lt au
th

o
rity

 b
e fired

. 
"S

irh
an

 d
id

 n
o

t co
m

m
it 'ju

st an
o

th
er 

m
u
rd

er.' T
h
e reco

rd
 clearly

 in
d
icates h

e 
p

lan
n

ed
 an

d
 carried

 o
u

t a p
o

litical assas-
sin

atio
n

," U
n

ru
h

 d
eclared

 in 
a
 le

tte
r to

 
the L

os A
ngeles T

im
es. 

"T
h

e .2
2

-calib
er b

u
llets w

h
ich

 h
e fired

 
in

to
 R

o
b

e
rt F

. K
e
n

n
e
d

y
 d

id
 fa

r m
o

re
 

th
an

 k
ill R

o
se K

en
n
ed

y
's th

ird
 so

n
; th

ey
 

w
iped out the votes of 1.4 m

illion C
alifor-

n
ian

s cast ju
st h

o
u

rs b
efo

re. T
h

o
se sh

o
ts 

also
 d

estro
y

ed
 th

e h
o

p
es o

f m
illio

n
s o

f 
o
th

er A
m

erican
s, let alo

n
e o

f o
th

er p
eo

-
p

les aro
u

n
d

 th
e w

o
rld

. 
"T

h
e act w

as treaso
n

 —
 an

d
 its p

erp
e-

tra
to

r sh
o

u
ld

 b
e
 tre

a
te

d
 a

s a
 tra

ito
r a

s 
w

ell as a m
u
rd

erer." 
U

n
ru

h
 also

 b
it o

u
t at th

e su
d

d
en

 ap
-

p
earan

ce o
f A

llard
 R

. L
o

w
en

stein
, th

e 
fo

rm
er N

ew
 Y

o
rk

 co
n
g
ressm

an
, o

n
 th

e 
scen

e, d
em

an
d
in

g
 a n

ew
 h

earin
g
 an

d
 a 

re-firin
g

 o
f th

e su
p

p
o

sed
 d

eath
 g

u
n

. 
G

o
v
. E

d
m

u
n
d
 G

. (Je
rry

) B
ro

w
n
 Jr. 

h
ire

d
 L

o
w

e
n

ste
in

 a
s a

n
 a

d
v

ise
r, a

n
d

 
U

n
ru

h
 ra

ile
d
 th

a
t th

is "h
a
s g

iv
e
n
 th

e
 

c
h
a
rg

e
 (o

f p
o
litic

a
l c

o
n
sp

ira
c
y
 in

 th
e
 

a
ssa

ssin
a
tio

n
) a

 c
re

d
ib

ility
 it d

id
 n

o
t 

fo
rm

erly
 h

av
e." 

F
iv

e
 w

e
e
k

s a
g

o
, A

c
tin

g
 D

ist. A
tty

. 
John H

ow
ard disclosed he had received a 

rep
o

rt fro
m

 a sp
ecial co

m
m

ittee o
f th

e 
A

m
erican A

cadem
y of F

orensic S
ciences 

reco
m

m
en

d
in

g
 re-ex

am
in

atio
n
 o

f th
e b

u
l-

let evidence. 
T

h
e th

ree-m
an

 co
m

m
ittee w

as co
m

-
p

o
sed

 o
f th

ree u
n

iv
ersity

 p
ro

fesso
rs o

f 
crim

in
al ju

stice: R
alp

h
 F

. T
u

rn
er, ch

air-
m

an
, o

f M
ich

ig
an

 S
tate, Jam

es O
ster-

b
u
rg

 o
f Illin

o
is an

d
 T

h
o
m

as Jo
h
n
so

n
 of 

K
entucky. 
T

h
e
 m

a
in

 q
u

e
stio

n
, th

e
y

 sa
id

. w
a
s 

w
h
eth

er th
e b

u
llet th

at h
it K

en
n
ed

y
 in

 
th

e n
eck

 m
atch

ed
 th

e o
n

e th
at h

it A
B

C
 

n
ew

sm
an

 W
illiam

 W
eisel, stan

d
in

g
 n

ear-
b
y
. in

 th
e sto

m
ach

. 
F

o
u

r w
eek

s ag
o

. P
au

l M
iracle, o

n
e o

f 
five persons w

ounded in the pantry shoot-
ing, joined L

ow
enstein in dem

anding that 
th

e
 p

o
lic

e
 d

e
p
a
rtm

e
n
t re

le
a
se

 its 1
0
-

v
o

lu
m

e
 su

m
m

a
ry

 o
f its a

ssa
ssin

a
tio

n
 

investigation. T
he P

olice C
om

m
ission re-

fu
sed

 an
d
 w

as u
p
h
eld

 F
rid

ay
 b

y
 S

u
p
erio

r 
C

ourt Judge N
orm

an D
ow

ds. 
T

h
ree w

eek
s ag

o
, S

ch
rad

e su
ed

 S
irh

an
 

fo
r p

erso
n

al d
am

ag
es an

d
, in

 a co
m

p
an

-
io

n
 su

it, ask
ed

 fo
r a S

u
p
erio

r C
o
u
rt o

rd
er 

to
 ex

am
in

e an
d

 test th
e S

irh
an

 g
u

n
 an

d
 

bullets. 
T

w
o

 w
eek

s ag
o

, o
n

 m
o

tio
n

 o
f B

ax
ter 

W
ard

, th
e L

o
s A

n
g
eles C

o
u
n
ty

 B
o
ard

 o
f 

S
upervisors voted unanim

ously to loin in 
the law

suit on behalf of S
chrade. C

B
S

-T
V

 
also

 jo
in

ed
 in

 th
e su

it. 
Ju

d
g

e W
en

k
e, in a 

h
earin

g
 th

at to
o

k
 

less th
an

 fiv
e m

in
u
tes, o

rd
ered

 th
e re-

ex
am

in
atio

n
 o

f th
e b

u
llet ev

id
en

ce u
n

d
er 

stric
t c

o
n

tro
ls to

 b
e
 w

o
rk

e
d

 o
u

t b
y

 
atto

rn
ey

s fo
r th

e state, fo
r S

irh
an

, fo
r 

S
ch

rad
e, fo

r th
e co

u
n
ty

 an
d
 C

B
S

 an
d
 

su
b
m

itted
 to

 h
im

 fo
r ap

p
ro

v
al o

n
 S

ep
t. 

11. W
ard

 h
ad

 d
em

an
d

ed
 th

at H
o

w
ard

, w
h

o
 

w
as S

irh
an

's p
ro

secu
to

r, n
o

t tak
e p

art. 
A

s actin
g

 D
.A

., H
o

w
ard

 th
en

 ap
p

o
in

ted
 

B
ev

erly
 H

ills atto
rn

ey
 T

h
o
m

as P
. K

ran
z 

as sp
ecial co

u
n
sel in

 the Sirhan 
m

atter. 



SE
N

. R
IM

E
R

T
 K

E
N

N
E

D
Y

 L
IE

S M
O

R
T

A
L

L
Y

 W
O

U
N

D
E

D
 

A
fter H

e W
as S

hot in P
antry of A

m
bassador H

otel 

K
ran

z h
ad

 b
een

 an
 u

n
p
aid

 ad
v
an

ce m
an

-
for K

ennedy in the 1968 cam
paign. 

L
ast w

eek
, in

 th
e o

n
ru

sh
 o

f ev
en

ts, th
e 

p
o
lice co

m
m

issio
n
 relen

ted
 a little an

d
. 

said
 th

at w
h
ile it still w

o
u
ld

 n
o
t o

p
en

 its 
file

s it w
o
u
ld

 a
n
sw

e
r sp

e
c
ific

 w
ritte

n
 

q
u
estio

n
s ab

o
u
t th

e S
irh

an
 in

v
estig

atio
n
. 

T
h
en

 it w
as p

ro
m

p
tly

 em
b
arrassed

 b
y
 

ch
arg

es b
y
 a n

ew
 city

 co
u
n
cilm

an
, Z

cv
 

Y
a
ro

sla
y
sk

y
, th

a
t it h

a
d
 ro

u
tin

e
ly

 d
e
- 

stro
y
ed

 ev
id

en
ce in

 th
e case, in

clu
d
in

g
' 

t w
 o

 c
e
ilin

g
 p

a
n
e
ls ta

k
e
n
 fro

m
 th

e
 

A
m

b
assad

o
r p

an
try

. A
n
 assistan

t p
o
lice 

c
h
ie

f, D
a
rry

 G
a
te

s, a
d
m

itte
d
 it u

n
d
e
r 

co
u
n
cil q

u
estio

n
in

g
, b

u
t arg

u
ed

 th
at th

e 
item

s tech
n
ically

 w
ere n

o
t ev

id
en

ce sin
ce 

th
ey

 h
ad

 n
o
t b

een
 in

tro
d
u
ced

 at th
e trial. 

T
ed

 C
h
arach

, a free-lan
ce jo

u
rn

alist 

w
h
o
 h

as b
een

 in
v
o
lv

ed
 in

 th
e co

n
sp

iracy
 

th
eo

ry
 in

v
estig

atio
n
 fro

m
 th

e start, filed
 

a law
su

it ask
in

g
 th

at all th
e ev

id
en
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