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I
Ws sre very troubled Ly gusaticns that have erisen during

cur extensive inguiriss into the assassization cf Senato
2¢pers F. Kennady. I these guestions ere not deald with
satiszfactorily, the suspicion must imcrsese tbab the cfficial

version of the zssessination is defective.

This is zn issue which we raise publicly with great rsluétance,
2ad ouly after more than a year of efforis to getl explanaticns
of serious gzps and inconsistencies from the authorities. We
tsd hoped that the authorities would be sble to provide such
&xplanations, or, fsiling that, would themselves want to
rzooen the case until answers could be found. Neithsr of
these responses hes been forthcoming, however, a fact which
has disaprointed us snd added to our determination to pursue

these guesiisre wherever the answers may Iszad.

The thrse most troubling prcblems zre each seperately disturbing.
in combination, they are almest overwhelming:

1. How could only eight bullets have caused all the
bullet holes found afier the shooting stopped?

2. FEow can the eyewitness testimony about the location
of Sirhan and his gun be reconciled with the :
autopsy report?

%, Eow can the arparent ballistic differences in the
bullets found in Senator Kennedy's neck and William
Weisel's stomach'be_reconciled with the notiom

that all bullets were fired from the same gun?




Aneillary to thesze problems is 2 shroud of additionel confusing
items. These might be unimportant if the centrai gquestions wsre
resolvad, tut as motters now stand they add to our misgivings
and cannot be dismissed.

I
The euthcrities ingist that Sirben's copviction clused the issues
we aidress today. They hore, hpwever, tkat 2o one will remember
that Sirhan's case has never teen tried on its wmeriss. Birban's
lawyefa “3:,,dpd that he had killed Ssnstor Kennedy, dbui argued
that e he-spared the death peralty on the grounds of diminished
mentallcapacit?. Tous, the Sirhen trizl did not desl st all
with evidentiasy problems. ,ranf Cao?er; the chie? defense attor-
ney. Now s5ays Shat bad he known dufing the triel what he has since
iearnsd, ne ;ould nave conducted g different defense. 4Lnd Sir-
ben's currenf a2ttormey is planni ng to seek & legsl remedy fo*

his sliemt.

But cur councern is not a narrow legal ore, Sirhan Sirhan was not
an innocent tystander improperly impriscned. . He was in the pantry
shocting 3 .22 ravolver at thes time in question, snd five persoans

wers struck by bullets that he fired.

We believe, howavar; thet thé heelth of the Respublic depends on
findinz ouvt the whole truth sbout events that change it's feor-
tunes sc profoundly. fhat is why we had hoped the authorities,
confronted with vital questicus they could not answer themselves,
would heve wanted to do everything p0551b13 to zet tc She bottom

é
of the ter.

22 guestions to the publie., We belizve everysne who Leccoes

aware of the difficulty of sgvsring the evidence with she cofficial

i

versicn will join ws in insisting Shat answerable questicns be

nswerad heonestly, and that szientific svidence be =ssessed

m

scisntificelily and impartially.
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taken, and woul

a
evidentiary prohlsus:

1., Teey Fire H533725%, The Sirnzn gun.

2. Conveus un indepevndent group of ballistics experts

ot

o ceméuck a new snd fmli study of the bullet ballistics
snd vound bzllistigs, end tn sTudy znd repodrt oo
. gusssicns wihish have begen rzised zbeubt both,

3. AZminisser Nazuurcn Activation Tests to cetermine bne

wezailic coaposition of all bulleus and fragments of

bullets that were recoversad.

et
n

. Release (zor condusi) z

o€f7

rajestory study tec sxplain

af
how bullets Tired from Sirhan's gun could have czused
&ll tihe bullet damage in the pantry.

5. =elease the 1C vclumes of the official report of "Spacial

Unit Senator” and pernis reasohiable access to other

arpartant items of evidence.

If the zutiorities in Los 4ngeles do not undertske thsse limited
2ng reascuzile steps at once, independent parties Dust rress
sther suitsbls foruws o contivus the investisation. We will
corgalves porbicipate in tkis.effort, and heve Leen assured of
SuCpors frcwm officizla, Journslisis, and other peeple in re-
sponsinle pesicions. Je welcome the decision of the Azmsrican
Avziemy nf Forensic cciences t¢ review the balliistics evidence
g% its convention in Jhiecago in February.

Tor many ye4rs we weDs S0 coavincad of the Indisputable troth
the Flane zsssasin” view that we refused gven o think shout,
235 ewapine, other peesible sxylenstions of odéd circum~

stanuar thas arosa wazh scme of ths gssgssinatzronsg. The nation

closed-minded than we, snd kept up a drumbeat of guestiods and

A



We offer no znswers vtodsy - only guestions. XNor have we

any prejudice or preconcejcisan sbout what may ultimately be
found tc be the whole truth about the assassination of Senabor
Kepnedy. Ve, acknowlsdge cux long-terx error in céismissing
persaptorily the possibiliyy of conspirscy when ssesssinations
oweurged, 0Ofricizsl theories of "ilone assaszinsg® must be tested

&8 ctoer tnagr

(=

2s, even though we, like most Americans, have

fowndé it mere cowfortables 1o aszapt the cflicial versions.

in short, Tacus pust be detarmined free of any dogzed pre-

comzi tmant to any theory. The circumstsnces of the Robert

A

eanedy asssssiuzation must be re-exspined by disintarsstad,

|

juslified peeple if doubts raxsed by the hard evidenced are
ever to be rescived. The best way to resolve thess doubts is

te implement immediataly the messures we have suggesited.



