‘Loner’ Enjoys Reading

Sirhan Model Prisoner

LOS ANGELES (AP) — .A 45-

second ding-ding-ding-ding from
electric gongs on corridor walls
awakens Prisoner No, 718486 at
6:30 a.m,

A small figure, underwear-
clad, rises from a narrow bunk
hinged to the concrete wall. Sir-
han Bishara Sirhan, the 24
year-old Jordanian charged
with assassinating Sen. Robert
c!:f Kennedy, starts another day

—Confinement with a guard in
a 6-by-8 foot windowless cell on
the 13th floor of the Civie Cen-
'| ter’s mog—grlmed 15-story Hall

of Justice.

—Wearing standard Los Anp-
geles County jail garb—blue
denim and blue cotton
shirt stenciled “L.A. Co, Jail,”
his name and ing number
on a plastic band riveted around
his left wrist,

—Reading newspapers
buys or books he orders from
the jail library,

—Pacing a larger caged area
outside his cell 20 minutes

: waiﬂngmbemkentoanimpro-

vised 13th floor courtroom July| weekly

'19 to plead guilty or not guilty

His cell furnishings are stand-
ard: toilet—coverless because a
geat could be ripped off and

used as a weapon; wash basin|ty and

and round metal mirror attach-
ed to the wall.

Sirhan's attorney, Russell E.
Parsons, calls him “a reader|the
and a lomer ,... & man
could spend a lot of his life| him
alone."”

Paradoxically, despite the ca-
g:ity 1,834 prisoners around

onﬂ!etopﬁve floors—ac-
cused robbers, bmglsz;rrsmfg
gers, rapists, ete. — -
ready is largely alone,

‘His cell is in an isolated corri-
dor, its other cells emptied in-
mates. On his own floor, but be-
yond thick walls, araseparate
tankfuls of homosexuals

rules-breakers denied such prlv-

he| ileges as mail and cigarettes.
m;uardinhiscellboneot trial

18 husky deputies who tower
over the swarthy, bushy-haired

young man who stands 5 feet 3
and weighs 110 pounds.

From jail store-carts the dep-
uties buy the candy, cigars
paperbacks Sirhan requests,
paying for them from the $6

and| and one ankle sprained in his

Jload 7-/SCs

_pmngl!undsallmed
each prisonér. His reading
ranges from the occult to light
ﬁclgihci‘edr dependabill

or proven

stability, the " guards
watch Sirhan six at a time in
eight-hour shifts; one in the cell,
omintheexnrmaema.hurl.n

the corridor.

They‘ra forbidden to talk with
unnecessarily—just as with

any prisoner
Sacurltyammdtheﬂallol
Justice has been tightemed, A

arvey
sin of President Kennedy,
fm’aOswaldcouldbebrmlghtto

E‘;eubeforebeentersaplea,

Sirhan’s life is somewhat grim-| '

mer than it was in the first
of his confinement,

capture at the June 5 assassina-

| foot room. He wore brown paja-
mas and ate the high-protein
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tion scene—the Ambassador Ho-
tel—Sirhan was taken to the
hospital section of the county’s
central jail.

In that $17-million, 4%-year-
old facility, watched by the
same deployment of guards as
now, he occupied a hospital bed
in an air-conditioned, 8-by-10-

diet prescribed for all 300 pris-
oners in the hospital section,

While the 3,000 other central
jail inmates might lunch on

| injuries, he

baked beans for example, Sir-
han might have been having
sausage steak with gravy and
mashed potatoes
On July 7 recovered from his

was transferred se-
cretly and swiftly in a caravan
of three sheriff’s radio cars to
the Hall of Justice jail a mile
away. The move—routine for
a mp:iuoner—was to plice hii:

same building where
wou]d be going to court.

The sheriff's department has

The cost of Sirhan's security?

Says an aide: “410.48 per day,
the cost of any county
jail prisoner.” But Sirhan’s




