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Sunday, June 9, 1968 
T

H
E

 W
A

S
H

IN
G

T
O

N
 P

O
S

T
 

E
lder S

irh
an

: A
rab F

eelin
gs E

n
du

re 
B

y E
lizur Y

uval 
sp,etgi to T

he W
elhington P

ost 

T
A

IB
E

H
, O

ccu
p
ied

 Jo
r-

d
an

, Ju
n

e 8
—

T
h

e fath
er o

f 
the accused assassin of R

ob-
ert F

. K
en

n
ed

y
 said

 to
d
ay

 
th

e S
en

ato
r "sh

o
u

ld
 h

av
e 

h
a
d
 m

o
re

 ju
stic

e
 in

 h
is 

sp
eech

es. Y
o
u
 can

n
o
t k

ill 
A

rab feelings deep inside." 
"Ju

stice is ab
o

v
e ev

ery
-

thing," B
ishara S

alam
eh S

ir-
han said repeatedly in an In-
terview

. 
T

w
o
 d

ay
s ag

o
, th

e fath
er 

o
f S

irh
an

 B
ish

ara S
irh

an
, 

w
h
o

 is u
n
d

er in
d
ictm

en
t In

 
L

os A
ngeles for S

en. K
enne-

d
y
's m

u
rd

er, ex
p
ressed

 h
is 

ad
m

iratio
n
 fo

r th
e K

en
n
ed

y
 

fam
ily

, in
clu

d
in

g
 th

e S
en

a-
to

r as w
ell as th

e late P
resi-

d
en

t Jah
n
 F

. K
en

n
ed

y
. H

e 
sa

id
 a

t th
a
t tim

e
 th

a
t h

e
 

co
u
ld

 n
o
t u

n
d
erstan

d
 h

o
w

 
h
is so

n
 co

u
ld

 b
e d

riv
en

 to
 

such an act of violence. 
T

o
d
ay

, h
e ex

p
lain

ed
 th

at 
at first h

e co
u

ld
 see n

o
 p

o
s-

sible connection betw
een his 

so
n
 an

d
 R

o
b
ert K

en
n
ed

y
. 

B
u
t sin

ce h
e first receiv

ed
 

th
e
 n

e
w

s h
e
 

h
a
s 

learned 
ab

o
u

t th
e S

en
ato

r's sy
m

p
a-

th
ies fo

r Israel, h
e co

n
tin

-
u
e
d
, a

n
d
 n

o
w

 h
e
 u

n
d
e
r-

stands things m
ore clearly. 

T
h

e eld
er S

irh
an

 rep
eat-

ed
ly

 ask
ed

 th
e fo

llo
w

in
g

 

th
eir M

u
srara ap

artm
en

t, 
th

e fath
er to

ld
 u

s. 
"Jew

ish
 fam

ilies w
ho had 

liv
ed

 n
ex

t to
 u

s ran
 aw

ay
 

earlier w
hen the A

rabs w
ere 

in
 co

n
tro

l o
f M

u
srara," S

ir-
h

an
 ad

d
ed

. T
h

e fath
er said

 
h
e k

ep
t u

p
 w

ith
 h

is fam
ily

 
in A

m
erica through his sec-

o
n
d
 so

n
, S

a
id

 a
lla

h
, w

ith
 

w
hom

 he corresponds regu-
larly. 

H
e h

ad
 n

o
t h

ad
 an

y
 m

ail 
from

 young S
irhan for m

any 
y

ears an
d

 d
id

 n
o

t w
rite to

 
h
im

. H
e h

eard
 ab

o
u
t h

im
 

th
ro

u
g
h
 th

e letters o
f S

aid
-

a
lla

h
. S

irh
a
n

 re
fu

se
d

 to
 

an
sw

er q
u
estio

n
s ab

o
u
t h

is 
fam

ily's reported association 
w

ith
 th

e Jeh
o
v
ah

 W
itn

esses 
sect an

d
 said

 th
at th

is w
as 

only gossip of the people in 
th

e v
illag

e. H
e refu

sed
 to

 
an

sw
er q

u
estio

n
s ab

o
u
t h

is 
relatio

n
sh

ip
 w

ith
 h

is w
ife 

and the divorce proceedings 
h
e h

ad
 started

 ag
ain

st h
er. 

"T
hese are confidential m

at-
ters," he said w

ith som
e irri-

tation. 
In

 rep
ly

 to
 an

o
th

er q
u
es-

tio
n

, h
e said

 th
at h

e m
ig

h
t 

g
o
 to

 th
e U

n
ited

 S
tates. H

e 
had discussed this and other 
m

attes w
ith

 U
.S

. co
n
su

lar 
officials w

ho had visted him
. 

O
n the doorbell It said "B

e. 
sh

ara" in
 E

n
g
lish

 an
d
 A

ra-
bic. 

T
alking about his son S

ir-
han's experiences w

ith Isra-
elis, S

irh
an

 ad
m

itted
 th

at 
h
is so

n
 h

ad
 actu

ally
 n

ev
er 

seen any Israeli soldiers. H
e 

w
as less than four years old 

w
h
e
n
 th

e
 fa

m
ily

 m
o
v
e
d
 

fro
m

 th
e
ir h

o
u
se

 in
 S

t 
P

aul's S
treet in the M

usrara 
q
u
arter to

 th
e w

alled
 O

ld
 

C
ity of Jerusalem

. 
T

h
ey

 h
ad

 m
o

v
ed

 o
u

t at 
th

e
 a

d
v

ic
e
 o

f th
e
 B

ritish
 

m
a
n

d
a
te

 a
u

th
o
ritie

s w
h
o
 

feared
 th

at th
ey

 m
ig

h
t b

e 
h
u
rt in

 th
e b

attle th
at w

as 
ra

g
in

g
 n

e
a
r th

e
 M

u
sra

ra
 

q
u
arter. 
"F

or tw
o days before that 

w
e
 d

id
 n

o
t g

o
 o

u
t o

f th
e
 

h
o
u
se

," S
irh

a
n
 re

c
a
lle

d
. 

"T
he Jew

s w
ere bom

bing us 
all th

e tim
e. C

an
n
o
n
 an

d
 

m
o
rta

r sh
e
lls fe

ll e
v
e
ry

-
w

h
e
re

. A
ll th

e
 tim

e
 little

 
S

irh
an

 w
as lean

in
g
 ag

ain
st 

the w
all, afraid. 

"L
a
te

r h
e
 o

fte
n
 sa

id
 to

 
m

e: 'F
ath

er, d
o
 y

o
u
 rem

em
-

ber w
hen there w

as shelling 
an

d
 w

e w
ere in

 th
e h

o
u
se 

and could not go out?' " T
he 

b
o
y
 also

 k
ep

t rem
em

b
erin

g
 

th
e to

y
s h

e left b
eh

in
d
 in

 

m
o

st 9
0

-d
e
g

re
e
 h

e
a
t. H

e
 

w
o

re a w
h

ite sh
irt w

ith
 th

in
 

b
lu

e strip
es an

d
 a g

ray
 an

d
 

b
lu

e
 tie

. H
e
 a

lso
 w

o
re

 a
n
 

A
rab

 h
ead

d
ress. H

is d
ark

, 
thin face w

as clean-shaven. 
T

h
e
re

 w
a
s m

u
c
h

 le
ss 

tra
ffic

 in
to

 T
a
ib

e
h
 to

d
a
y
. 

E
v
e
ry

b
o
d
y
 in

 th
e
 c

le
a
n
, 

m
o
stly

 C
h
ristian

 v
illag

e—
w

hich lies in the foothills of 
th

e m
o
u
n
tain

s o
f Ju

d
ea ju

st 
b
e
fo

re
 th

e
 d

e
se

rt a
n
d
 th

e
 

Jo
rd

a
n
 V

a
lle

y
 b

e
g
in

—
is 

eag
er to

 h
elp

 y
o
u
 fin

d
 th

e 
celebrity am

ong them
. 

O
n
e eld

erly
 g

en
tlem

an
 in

 
A

rab
 h

ead
d

ress o
ffered

 to
 

d
irect u

s. A
d

d
ressin

g
 u

s in
 

fairly good Y
iddish, he said: 

"H
a
v
e
 y

o
u
 e

v
e
r se

e
n
 a

n
 

A
rab

 w
h
o
 sp

eak
s Y

id
d
ish

? I 
also

 sp
eak

 T
u
rk

ish
, F

ren
ch

, 
E

nglish and H
ebrew

." 
N

o
 Israeli so

ld
iers o

r p
o

-
licem

en
 w

ere to
 b

e seen
 In

 
th

e v
illag

e. F
ro

m
 th

e v
er-

an
d
a o

f S
irh

an
's n

ew
 w

hite 
stone house one gets a beau-
tifu

l v
iew

 o
f th

e D
ead

 S
ea, 

1
5
 m

ile
s a

w
a
y
 a

n
d
 a

b
o
u
t 

2000 feet below
 T

aibeh. 
A

s w
e cam

e in, s delivery 
b
o
y
 b

ro
u
g
h
t co

ld
 b

eer an
d
 

soft drinks w
hich S

irhan ap-
p

aren
tly

 h
ad

 o
rd

ered
 fro

m
 

th
e
 n

e
a
rb

y
 g

ro
c
e
ry

 sto
re

. 

question of his interview
ers: 

"T
e
ll m

e
, d

o
 y

o
u
 th

in
k
 it 

p
o

ssib
le

 to
 k

ill th
e
 g

o
o

d
 

feelin
g
s y

o
u
 h

av
e • fo

r y
o
u
r 

country?" 
A

 sh
o
rt, slig

h
t m

an
 w

h
o
 

lives in this village 20 m
iles 

n
o
rth

east o
f Jeru

salem
, S

ir-
b
an

 ap
p
eared

 m
o
re relax

ed
 

to
d
ay

 th
an

 h
e h

as o
n
 so

m
e 

previous occasions since the 
sh

o
o
tin

g
. In

fo
rm

atio
n
 h

ere 
has revealed him

 to be given 
to

 fits o
f tem

p
er an

d
 su

d
d
en

 
changes of m

ood. N
eighbors 

rem
em

b
er th

at h
e u

sed
 to

 
beat his children. H

e has by 
turns been m

ost cooperative 
w

ith
 rep

o
rters an

d
 th

en
 re-

fu
sed

 to
 see th

em
. O

n
 F

ri-
d

ay
, h

e b
o

d
ily

 ejected
 fro

m
 

h
is h

o
u
se a rep

o
rter fo

r th
e 

W
est G

erm
an television net-

w
ork. 
T

oday he w
as eager to talk 

ab
o
u
t ev

ery
th

in
g
, esp

ecially
 

h
is y

o
u
n
g

est so
n
, S

irh
an

, 
w

h
o
m

 h
e h

as n
o
t seen

 fo
r 

m
ore than eight years. 
H

is E
n
g
lish

 is flu
en

t, al-
though from

 tim
e to tim

e he 
slo

p
s in

 o
rd

er to
 search

 fo
r 

a
 w

o
rd

. H
e
 a

lso
 d

o
e
s n

o
t 

hesitate to stop interview
ers 

fro
m

 tim
e to

 tim
e w

h
en

 h
e 

does not understand a w
ord. 

S
irh

an
 w

as m
eticu

lo
u
sly

 
d

re
sse

d
 In

 a
 d

a
rk

 g
ra

y
 

w
o
o
len

 su
it d

esp
ite th

e al- 


