
A
 N

ew
scaster's R

ecording of Shooting 
W

hat 
fo

llo
w

s is 
a
 re

-
m

arkable 
eyew

itness 
de-

scription 
o

f th
e
 sh

o
o

tin
g

 
in

cid
en

t th
at 

resulted 
in 

the critical w
ounding early 

W
ednesday of S

en. R
obert 

F
. K

en
n

ed
y. It w

a
s reco

rd
-

ed 
by M

utual 
correspon• 

d
e
n

t A
n

d
re

w
 W

e
st w

h
o

 
w

as interview
ing Sen. K

en-
nedy for a L

as A
ngeles sta-

tio
n
 a

n
d
 th

e
 

M
utual net-

w
ork: 
K

ennedy—
"M

y thanks to 
all o

f y
o
u
 an

d
 n

o
w

 it's o
n
 

to
 C

h
icag

o
 an

d
 let's w

in
 

th
ere." C

h
eers fro

m
 cro

w
d
. 

C
ro

w
d
—

"W
e w

an
t B

o
b
b
y
. 

W
e w

ant B
obby." 

W
est—

"S
enator, how

 are 
y
o
u
 g

o
in

g
 to

 co
u
n
ter M

r. 
H

u
m

p
h
rey

 an
d
 h

iS
 b

ack
-

grounding you as far as the 
delegate votes go?" 

K
en

n
ed

y
—

"It ju
st g

o
es 

b
ack

 to
 th

e stru
g
g
le fo

r it 
. . " Im

m
ed

iately
 after th

e 
q
u
o
te b

y
 K

en
n
ed

y
 b

ack
-

ground noise of gunshot and 
scream

ing from
 crow

d. 
W

est—
"S

enator K
ennedy 

bas been shot—
S

enator K
en-,  

nedy has been shot—
is that 

p
o

ssib
le, is th

at p
o

ssib
le? 

It is p
o

ssib
le

 la
d

ie
s a

n
d

 
gentlem

en. It is possible. H
e 

h
as, N

o
t o

n
ly

 S
en

ato
r K

en
-

nedy—
O

h m
y G

od—
S

enator 
K

ennedy has been shot and 
an

o
th

er m
an

—
a K

en
n
ed

y
 

cam
p

aig
n

 m
an

ag
er —

 an
d

 
p

o
ssib

ly
 sh

o
t ih

 th
e h

ead
. 

I 
am

 rig
h
t h

ere an
d
 H

afer 
Johnson has hold of the m

an 
w

h
o

 ap
p

aren
tly

 h
as fired

 
th

e sh
o
t. H

e h
as fired

 th
e 

shot 	
H

e still has the gun 
th

e
 g

u
n
 is p

o
{.n

ted
 at m

e 
rig

h
t th

is m
o
m

en
t. I h

o
p
e 

th
ey

 can
 g

et th
e g

u
n
 o

u
t o

f 
h

is b
an

d
. B

e v
ery

 carefu
l. 

G
et th

e g
u

n
 . .. g

et th
e g

u
n

 
g
et th

e g
u
n
 . . . stay

 aw
ay

 
fro

m
 th

e g
u

n
 . . . stay

 aw
ay

 
fro

m
 th

e g
u
n
. 

"H
is h

an
d
 is fro

zen
 . . . 

g
e
t h

is tn
u
m

b
 . . g

e
t h

is 
th

u
m

b
 . . g

e
t h

is th
u

m
b

 
. . . g

et h
is th

u
m

b
 . • . g

et 
h
is th

u
m

b
. T

ak
e a h

o
ld

 o
f 

h
is th

u
m

b
 . . an

d
 b

reak
 it 

if y
o

u
 h

a
v

e
 to

 . . g
e
t h

is 
th

u
m

b
. G

et aw
ay

 fro
m

 th
e 

b
arrel. G

et aw
ay

 fro
m

 th
e 

b
arrel m

an
. L

o
o

k
 o

u
t fo

r 
th

e
 g

u
n

. O
K

 —
 a

ll rig
h

t 
T

h
at's it R

ater, g
et it, G

et 
the gun R

efer. O
K

 now
 hold 

o
n

 to
 th

e g
u

n
. H

o
ld

 o
n

 to
 

him
. H

old on to him
. 

"L
ad

ies an
d

 g
en

tlem
en

 
th

e
y

 h
a
v

e
 th

e
 g

u
n

 a
w

a
y

 
fro

m
 th

e
 m

a
n
. In

 th
is—

'th
ey

'v
e g

o
t th

e g
u
n
. I can

't 
aee the m

an. I ca
n

't see w
ho 

it is. S
enator K

ennedy right 
n

o
w

 is o
n

 th
e g

ro
u

n
d

. H
e 

h
as b

een
 sh

o
t. T

h
is is a—

th
is is—

w
h

at is it? W
ait a 

m
in

u
te. H

o
ld

 h
im

 —
 h

o
ld

 
him

. W
e don't w

ant another 
O

sw
ald

. H
o
ld

 h
im

 H
afer. 

W
e d

o
n
't w

an
t an

o
th

er O
s-

w
ald. H

old him
 R

arer, K
eep 

people aw
ay from

 him
. K

eep 
p

eo
p

le aw
ay

 fro
m

 h
im

. A
ll  

right ladies and gentlem
en. 

T
his is a—

m
ake room

, m
ake 

ro
o
m

, m
ak

e ro
o
m

, m
ak

e 
room

. T
he S

enator is on the 
g
ro

u
n
d
. H

e's b
leed

in
g
 p

ro
-

fu
sely

 . . . fro
m

 ap
p

aren
tly

 
—

 clear back —
 apparently 

th
e S

en
ato

r h
as b

een
 sh

o
t 

fro
m

 th
e fro

n
tal area, w

e 
cen

t see ex
actly

 w
h
ere th

e 
S

en
ato

r h
as b

een
 sh

o
t. B

u
t 

com
e on, push back, grab a 

hold of m
e, grab hold of m

e 
and let's pull back. T

hat's it. 
C

o
m

e o
n

. G
et h

o
ld

 o
f m

y
 

arm
s. L

et's p
u

ll b
ack

. L
et's 

p
u
ll b

ack
. A

ll rig
h
t. T

h
ey

 
. th

e S
en

ato
r is n

o
w

 . 
th

e
 a

m
b

u
la

n
c
e
 h

a
s b

e
e
n

 
called

 fo
r an

d
 th

e am
b
u
-

lance is bringing the am
bu-

lan
ce in

 th
is en

tran
ce an

d
 

th
is is a terrib

le th
in

g
. It's 

rem
iniscent of the valley the 

ether day w
hen the S

enator 
w

as out there and som
ebody 

h
it h

im
 in

 th
e h

ead
 w

ith
 a 

ro
ck

. A
n
d
 p

eo
p
le co

u
ld

n
't 

believe it at that tim
e. B

ut it 
is a fact. 

"K
eep

 ro
o
m

. E
th

el K
en

-
n
ed

y
 Is stan

d
in

g
 b

y
. S

h
e is 

calm
. S

he's raising her hand 
high to m

otion people back, 
S

h
e
 is a

tte
m

p
tin

g
 to

 g
e
t 

calm
. A

 w
o
m

an
 w

ith
 a tre-

m
en

d
o

u
s am

o
u

n
t o

f p
res- 

ence. A
 trem

endous am
ount 

of presence, It's im
possible 

to believe, It's im
possible to 

b
eliev

e. T
h

ere's a certain
 

am
o
u
n
t o

f fan
aticism

 h
ere 

now
 . . as this has occurred 

n
o

 o
n

e . . . w
e're try

in
g

 to
 

ru
n

 ev
ery

b
o

d
y

 b
ack

. C
lear 

th
e
 a

re
a
. C

le
a
r th

e
 a

re
a
. 

R
ig

h
t at th

is m
o

m
en

t—
th

e 
S

enator apparently. W
e can't 

see if he is still conscious or 
not. C

an you see if he is con-
scious?" 

O
bserver—

"W
 ha I? " 

W
est—

"C
an you see if he 

is conscious?" 
H

alf-C
on

sciou
s 

O
b

server —
"

I d
on

't k
n

ow
 

. . . n
o

, n
o
 . . . h

e is h
alf-

conscious." 
W

est —
 "H

e is h
alf-co

n
-

scious, and ladies, 'w
e can

't 
see 	

. 	
lad

ies an
d
 g

en
tle. 

m
en

 . . o
n
e o

f th
e m

en
 ap

-
p

aren
tly

 a K
en

n
ed

y
 su

p
-

p
o
rte

r, is g
o
in

g
 b

e
rse

rk
. 

C
om

e on . . . com
e o

n
 . . . 

out, o
u

t, o
u

t. Is th
ere so

m
e 

w
ay

 to
 clo

se th
ese d

o
o
rs, 

Je
ss?

 Is th
e
re

 a
n
y
 d

o
o
rs 

h
ere? O

u
t th

ro
u
g
h
 th

e . . . 
o

u
t th

ro
u

g
h

 th
e ex

it . 	
, 

let's go. O
ut 'w

e go . 	
un- 

believable situation. T
hey're 

clearing the balls. 
"O

n
e m

an
 h

as b
lo

o
d

 o
n

 

him
self. W

e're w
alking dow

n 
th

e co
rrid

o
rs 'h

ere. R
ep

iti-
thin in m

y speech ... I have 
no alternative. T

he shock is 
so

 g
reat. M

y
 m

o
u

th
 ls d

ry
. 

.1
 can

 o
n
ly

 say
 th

at h
ere in

 
the kitchen of the A

m
bassa-

d
o

r H
o

tel —
 th

e b
ack

 en
-

trance from
 th

e podium
—

in 
the press room

. T
he S

enator 
w

alk
ed

 o
u
t th

e b
ack

. I w
as 

d
irectly

 b
eh

in
d
 h

im
. Y

o
u
 

h
eard

 a b
allo

o
n
 g

o
 o

ff an
d
 

a sh
o

t. Y
o

u
 d

id
n

't realize 
th

a
t th

e
 sh

o
t w

a
s a

 sh
o
t. 

S
cream

s w
ent up—

tw
o m

en 
w

ere o
n
 th

e g
ro

u
n
d
 b

o
th

 
b
leed

in
g
 p

ro
fu

sely
. O

n
e o

f 
th

em
 w

as S
en

ato
r R

o
b
ert 

K
en

n
ed

y
. A

t th
is m

o
m

en
t, 

w
e
 a

re
 stu

n
n

e
d

. W
e
 a

re
 

shaking as is everyone else. 
In

 th
is k

itch
en

 co
rrid

o
r at 

th
e A

m
b

assad
o

r H
o

tel in
 

- L
os A

ngeles, they're block-
in

g
 u

ff th
e en

tran
ce n

o
w

. 
S

u
p
p
o
sed

ly
 to

 m
ak

e ro
o
m

 
fo

r th
e am

b
u

lan
ce. T

h
at's 

all w
e can report at this m

o-
m

en
t. I d

o
 n

o
t k

n
o

w
 'if th

e 
S

en
ato

r is d
ead

 o
r if h

e is 
aliv

e. W
e d

o
 n

o
t k

n
o
w

 th
e 

nam
e of the gentlem

an con-
c
e
rn

e
d

. T
h

is is A
n

d
re

w
 

W
est, M

utual N
ew

s, L
os A

n-
geles." 



By Stephen Northrup—The Washington Post 

Fairfax County policemen guard Hickory HiU, McLean home of Sen. Kennedy, barring all unauthorized visitors. 



Vaned Press IntermitIon. 
Sirhan Sirhan, suspect in shooting of Sen. Rob- aide to Sen. Edward M. Kennedy, as he is sub- Grier. Looking on in left rear are newsmc 
ert F. Kennedy, Is under arm of IL Dun Gifford, deed. In foreground is football player Roosevelt Warren Rogers and Paul Hope. 


