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‘WAS_RAPID-FIRING DEATH PISTOL’

Sirhan at Gun Club, Jury

Is Told

By GENE HANDSAKER

LOS ANGELES (AP)—Twelve hours before Sen. Robert F‘.'group unable to get into the

Kennedy's assassination, witnesses say, the accused man was
rapid-firing the death Weapan on a target range,

Other wilnesses say three bullets hit Kennedy—not two, as
previously reported—and that the killer stepped from beside a

smiling, shapely mystery girl*

and fired his revoiver with “a
very sick-looking smile on his
face.”

These were highlights of testi-
mony made public yesterday by
the county grand jury which
last Friday indicted Sirhan Bis-
hara Sirhan, a 24-year-old Jor-
danian immigrant, for the mur-
der. The transcript—258 double-
spaced typewritten pages—be-
came public when filed with the
county clerk.

TWENTY-TWO witnesses—Sir-
han not among them—pictured
the slaying scene of terror and
hysteria and its aftermath:

The kitchen area of the Am-
bassader Hotel jammed early
June 5 with jubilant supporters

* escorting the New York senator

and celebrating his victory in
California’s Democratic presi-

dential primary. . .
Eight .22-caliber bullets ex-
ploding in “a deliberate. . .

bang-bang cadence” like fire-

crackers  or  popping toy
balloons. . .
KENNEDY falling, fatally

wounded, rearing back sharply.

“Both hands went up. He was
just about to shake hands.”, , .

Five bystanders falling
wounded. . .

The crowd's stunned, scream-
ing reaction: ““The suspect
turned. . .and was trying to
escape. . .People were trying—
were hitting him and eursing at
him, and it was utter confusion,
I mean everyone was trying to
kill him."

Testimony irom hotel em-
ployes, police and medical men
gave this picture:

A HALF hour before the shoot-
ing, Sirhan had been waiting in
the hotel kitchen, asking a par-
ter three or four times if the
senator was expected to pass
through,

From the Embassy Room
stage where he had proclaimed
victory, Kennedy was led by the
hand by a hotel employe to the
place where Sirhan was stand-
ing.

The employe, an assistant
maitre d', said the kitchen pas-
sage was due fo a last-minute
change of mind, that earlier
Kennedy had been expected to
go downstairs to address a

main ballroom. The employe

did not say why the plan was
changed,

HENRY Adrian Carreon, an
elementary schoal playground di-
rector and police science major
at East Los Angeles College,
testified he and a friend, David
Montellano, were target-shoot-
ing about noon June 4 on the
(San Gabriel Valley Gun Club’s
pistol range,

"“To the left of s there was an
individual around five feet
away, shooting very rapidly on
the range with a revolver,” said
Carreon. “On the range you are
supposed to shoot and pause
Usually the range officer goes
up to the individual shooting in
this manner and he will inform
them that it's not supposed to be
done, , "

Carreon identified the individ-
ual from photos as Sirhan,

ASKED twice, Sirhan identi-
fied his revolver ag an Iver
Johnson, Carreon said.

Carreon said Montellano no-
ticed that Sirhan had one box of|
bullets set aside from his others'
and asked Sirhan, “Isn't that a
special type of hyllet?" :

The bullet, said Carreon, is
called “the mini-magnum; and
this type of bullet, when it pene-
trates on an object, usually
tears and splits out into differ-
ent directions where the regular
bullet of a .22 caliber goes in a
hole and. . . it will come out the
same size."” = e

CARREON said Sirhan was
noncommital about the bullets,
Shown a gun while hefore the
grand jury, Carreon identified it
as the one he saw on the prac-!
tice range.

Dr. Thomas T. Noguchi, chief
medical examiner who per-
formed a six-hour autopsy on
Kennedy’s body, told newsmen
just after the postmortem that
he found two bullets and twe
wounds.

But the transeript quoted hir
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STATES-ITEM

as felling the grand. jury he j
found three wounds and two bul-
lets, indicating Kennedy was
hit three times.

NOGUCHI said the fatal bul-
lel entered the right mastoid,
behind the right ear, penetrat-
ing the brain, and two others
about two inches apart entered
the right armpit, .

He said one of the latter was
found. in the neck and the other :
exited in the f]rant ofhthe rigl;t i
shoulder. . Neither, he said, —AP WIREPHOTO.
would have been fatal, HENRY A, CARRE(;NI,

Noguchi said the revolyer Saw Sirhan at gun club.
muzzle was “no more than two
or three inches from the edge
of the right ear.” Witnesses at
the scene described the gunman
as four to six feet away.

TESTIMONY about the girl
at the killer's side was given by
Vincent Thomas Di Pierro, a
student and part-time Ambas-
sador Hotel waiter,

His account:

He noticed the girl and Sir-
han standing on a tray stacker
or holder, Sirhan grasping with
his left hand one of four pipes
that are part of the holder,

“The only reason I noticed
him, there was a very good-
looking girl next to him,” said
Di Pierro. “That was the only
reason I looked over there.

*“. .. T could not see his right  yynecpnT 77D PIERRO.
hand; he looked as though he

Noticed girl with Sirhan.

was clutching his stomach, as
though somebody had e]bowed‘
him

“He was semicrouched . . . T
saw him get down off the tray|
stand. The next thing I saw was
him holding the gun.”

Di Pierro said the slayer
moved around the hotel cap-
tain, and “he stuck the gun
straight out, and nobody co_‘uld
move, It was—you were just
frozen; you didn't know what to
d '

0.

“AND then I saw the first
powdering or plastering, When
he pulled the trigger, the first
'|shot, Mr. Kennedy fell down.”
Sticking out the gun, the k'l.l'
er “looked like he was on his,

tiptoes because he wasn't that
tall.”

Di Pierro was about five feet
from Kennedy. One hystander,
“shot in the head, fell in my
arms. And then the other hoy
that got shot in the thigh, he
fell on top of me, and they
pushed me down, they fell on
top of me.”

A grand juror asked Di Pier-
ro if he could identify the girl
if he saw her again,

“To some degree, yes, sir, I
could. I would never forget
what she looked like because
she had a very good-lopking fig-
ure—and the dress was kind of
—kind of lousy."

"FIDUSY?"

“.[.ﬂusy-"

"After the shooting . , . did
you happen to see this girl
again?"

“No ... I only saw her be-

fore.”

“Could you describe what she
wss wearing?"

“YES. Tt looked as though it
was a white dress and it had
either black or dark purple
polka dots on it Tt kind of had
—I don’t know what they call it
—hut it's like—looked like a hib
in the front, kind of went
anound.”

“A lace dickey, probably,” a
grand juror remarked.

Di Pierro: ©. . . Like I say,
they were . . . standing togeth-
er "

“Back of the tray stand?"
"Yes, and what happened, he
looked as though he -either
talked to her or flirted with her|
because she smiled. This is just|
before he got down.”

QUESTION: “So, at least,
their association, in proximity
of the tray, they are smiling, |

perhaps—" :
“Together, they|.

Answer:
were both smiling. As he got|
down, he was smiling, In fact,
the minute the first two shots
were fired, he still had a very
sick-looking smile on his face.
That's one thing—I can never
forget that.”

Others at the scene had told
police of seeing a “girl in a poi-|¢
ka dot dress” leave. One quoted
her as saying, “We shot him. . .
We shot Kennedy.” -

ON the basis of wilnesses’
descriptions police issued an
all-points bulle'tin, Several
young women came in and said
they were wearing polka-dot
clothing, but officers said none
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fitted the deseription. One of
these women said she ran out

| See

of the kitchen saying, “They
shot Kennedy,”

Sirhan, shart, slender and
swarthy, remains under con-
stant surveillance in a heavily
guarded cell at Central Jail, He
Is scheduled to plead to the in-
dictment June 28,

THE youth held a variety of
odd jobs before his arrest. He
emigrated to this country with
his family as a boy and lived
with his mother and brothers
in adjoining Pasadena.

Sirhan's father, Bishara Sir-
han, who lives alone in the vil-
lage of Taiyebe near Jerusalem,
told newsmen yesterday he

to

may fly ta.the United States
his son.



