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SECTION C

. Is She

‘By Meryle Secrest
‘Washington Post Stalf Writer

What do you do when a
close friend who is also your
candidate - for President is
killed? Decide to sit this

election out, or go on battling
for the goals he thought
were important?

A prominent woman Dem-
ocrat deseribed the reasons
why. she has decided to
switch parties and work for
the nomination of Governor '
Nelson Rockefeller for the
Presidency.

“She is Mrs. Thomas W.
Braden, a personal friend of
Mrs. John F. Kennedy who
worked on Sen. Robert Ken-
nedy’s California campaign
for the Democratic presiden-
tial nomination as chairman
of women’s activities. She
has just been named chair-
man of a new national organ-
ization, “People for Rocke-
feller.”

Her swiich to the Rocke-
feller camp has led to spec-

: i ulation that others who
By Steve Szaho—The Washington Pos were working for the late
MRS. THOMAS W. BRADEN ) Senator's nomination may

follow suitf. .

“ewe getting ff‘ieﬂdly pOHtiCal advice 4] was S0 shattered ‘by

Senator Kennedy's death,
that all things being equal,
I would have gone home and
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done nothing,” she said in
an interview.

“But Nelson Rockefeller
is a person I have known
for years and worked for
when I was 20. He has had a
great influence on me . . .
He made me feel he had
gonﬁdence in what I could
0.

“I think his views on the
war in Vietnam and poverty
in the U.S. are closest to
the Senator’s. He has shown
the ability to get good peo-
ple to work for him. He'’s a
man who listens,” she con-
tinued.

“Most of all, he is like
Senator XKennedy in his
ability to get people to lis-
ten to him. He’s the only
other candidate who can get
things across to the Negroes
and the poor.

“I am a great believer in
supporting one’s party but
in this particular case T will
have to say that the man is
more - important than the
pﬂrt}‘.” i

She added, “I think for
the people closest to Bobby,
it really is tough to go to
work for anyone else, On
the other hand, when you
think of the political choices
wa are likely to have .. .”

JOAN BRADEN is a tiny
woman with a small, strong
chin, heavily-lashed eyes
and bobbed hair., Her fea-
tures are irresistibly those
of F, Scott Fitzgerald hero-
ines ~who dance all night
without losing an ounce of
nerve, or Hemingway wom-
en who can climb mountains
as well as any man; and her
forceful Thandshake does
nothing to dispel that im-
pression.

She puts this vitality to
use shuttling between New
York, Washington and San
Diego, Calif.,, where she
lives with her husband,
until recently publisher of
the Daily Blade Tribune,
Oceanside, Calif., and their

* eight children, aged 17 to 4.

She flew home for the day
yesterday to celebrate July
4, after some pleading phone
calls from her youngest chil-
dren.

“For Ilittle children,
like Halloween;
matters,” she said.

MRS. BRADEN first got
to know Governor Rocke-
feller when she worked with
the International Basic Econ-
omy Corporation in the early
1950s. This is a Rockefeller-

it’s
it really

Democratic National Conven-

sponsored organization to
work with underdeveloped

countries. She also worked
for him when he was Under
Secretary of Health, Educa-
tion and Welfare.

In fact, Governor Rock
feller introduced her fo her

husband, who went on to a |

top job with the CIA. Braden
caused a sensation last year
by revealing that he set up
the program to give CIA
subsidies to student groups
and labor unions in the 1950s,
in order to stop Communist
expansion in Europe.

He is now a member of the
California delegation to the

tion pledged to Kennedy. 7/

Mrs. Braden said that Gov-
ernor Rockefeller approached
her about working for him
while she was staying with
Mrs. Nicholas Longworth in
Washington for the Kennedy
funeral. She made up her
mind a week later.

One of the considerations
was that Rockefeller strong-
ly supported gun control
legislation.

“If he had been agaivst
it, I couldn't have worked
for him,” she ‘said.

SHE DEFINES her goal as
proving to the public that

Blazing a Trail for RFK Supporters?

Rockefeller has the determi-

nation to be president and
the chance for nomination.

“Almost everybody I meet
tells me they would vote for
Rockefeller, but they think
he doesn’t have a chance.
But one just can’t believe
the convention can select a
man that the people don’t
really want,” she said ear-
nestly.

Her vice chairman for the
campaign is Rosewell Gil-
patric, lawyer and former
deputy Secretary of Defense
during the Kennedy Admin-
istration, and also a close
friend of Mrs. John F. Ken-
nedy.

_(Frank Mankiewicz, Robert
Kennedy's former press see-
retary, told The Washington
Post that he had given Mrs.
Praden some advice, the way
he would help out a friend
who asked for it, but that he
is not working on the Rocke-
feller campaign.) g

Mrs. Braden is organizing a
Speakers’ Bureau and calling
on the advice of good friends
like Frank Mankiewicz, Ar-
thur Schlesinger, Ted Soren-
son. Adam Yarmolinsky and
Charles Evers, brother of
Medgar Evans. All were
Robert Kennedy supporters.

She wants to get a lot of
mobile wunits traveling
around the country to small
towns and big city neighbor-
hoods to spread the Rocke-
feller. word. She is also
organizing folk festivals
across the country to get
rural areas involved.

The fact that Mrs. Bra-
den has only a little over a
month to convince Ameri-
cans that Rockefeller is
“Right For Them,” doesn't
bother her.

“Kennedy was a, dark
horse, too,” she said.



