LA. Candidate Reopens Sirhan Case

LOS ANGELES (AP) — It is

early six years since Sen.
lobert F. Kennedy was as-
assinated, but a public probe
cheduled Monday will reopen
he lingering question of wheth-
s+ the man convicted of the
tilling acted alone.

The planned hearing into the
sontroversial “second gun theo-
v of the Sirhan B. Sirhan
sase has been organized by a
Los Angeles county supervisor,
vho says he wants to finally
»ut the case to rest.

But because the supervisor,
Baxter Ward, is running for
governor, critics are calling the
investigation a political move.

A spokesman for Dist. Atty.
Joseph Busch, who -conducted
his own probe of the gun claims
in 1971, commented, “It is the
belief of Dist. Atty. Busch that
the case is closed and this
hearing is a publicity thing for
Ward. Mr. Busch sees it as a
Ward campaign’ rally, and
there will be no participation
by the district attorney’s of-
fice."”

Ward's spokesman says, “‘We

want to resolve some of the
questions still hanging over the
country in this matter. We
want to find out what really
happened.”

The spokesman said Ward
has publicly declared that ‘‘he
is in favor of seeing Sirhan re-
main in jail for the rest of his
life”” and that the hearing is not
meant to vindicate Sirhan,
However, he said Ward hopes
to present evidence that will al-
low new testing of the weapon
Sirhan used in the June 5, 1968,
assassination at Los Angeles’
Ambassador Hotel.

Among the witnesses sched-
uled to testify at Ward’s hear-
ing are two criminologists who
have said in affidavits that they
believe Sirhan’s gun did not
fire the bullets that killed Ken-
nedy. In the affidavits, the
two, William Harper of subur-
ban Pasadena and Herbert
MacDonell, director of the Lab-
oratory of Forensic Science in
New York, said their investiga-
tions showed thot the bullels
that killed Kennedy had differ-
ent characteristics than a bullet

taken from the body of another
man injured in the volley of
shots.

MacDonell, in his affidavit,
said he had examined photo-
graphs of the bullets removed

from Kennedy's body and from -

a wounded television cam-
eraman, William Weisel, and
concluded that “‘the bullet re-
moved from the late Sen. Rob-
ert F. Kennedy ... and the bul-
let removed from® Mr. Weisel

. could not have been fired
from the same weapon.”

The criminologists lend sup-
port to the previously raised
theory that a second gun was
fired in the Ambassador kitch-
en where Kennedy was killed.

In 1971, an investigation was
conducted by Busch and the po-
lice into allegations that the
criminologist who testified for
the prosecution, DeWayne Woll-
er, had not test-fired Sirhan’'s
gun and hadn’t performed prop-
er ballistics procedures in the
case.

After o [flve-month  study,
Busch announced that Wolfer
had been cleared of the allega-

tions. He said the investigation
showed only that Wolfer had
made a ‘‘clerical error” in la-
beling the trial exhibit envelope
inhich contained three fired bul-
ets.

“The mislabeled envelope,”
Busch said then, “in no way
detracts from the salient real-
ity that the murder verdict re-
turned (against Sirhan) was
just and correct.”

One day after Busch's report,
a three-man police inquiry
board issued results of its own
five-month probe, saying Sirhan
was solely responsible for the
Kennedy shooting.

The report said the second
gunman theories were ‘‘based
on misinformation and are con-
tradicted by facts and repu-
table witnesses.”

Sirhan was sentenced to
death for the Kennedy killing in
1969. His sentence was later
commuted to life when the U.S.
Supreme Court ruled out the
death penalty.
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