
B
y A

llard K
. L

ow
enstein

.  
A

lm
ost n

ob
od

y h
as n

oticed
, b

u
t th

e 
official th

eory of th
e assassin

ation
 of .  

S
en

. R
ob

ert F
. K

en
n

ed
y h

as fallen
 

ap
art. 

T
h

ese a
re th

e m
o
st tro

u
b

leso
m

e 
p

rob
lem

s raised
 b

y th
e evid

en
ce n

ow
 

availab
le: 

1
. T

h
e a

u
to

p
sy

 esta
b

lish
es th

a
t 

K
en

n
ed

y
 w

a
s sh

o
t th

ree tim
es a

t 
p

oin
t-b

lan
k

 ran
ge. T

h
e b

u
llets en

ter-
ed

 b
a

ck
 to

 fro
n

t. T
h

e fa
ta

l b
u

llet 
en

tered
 K

en
n

ed
y's h

ead
 b

eh
in

d
 h

is 
righ

t car from
 a d

istan
ce of 1 to 11/2 

in
ch

es. 
T

h
ese facts are n

ot in
 d

isp
u

te, yet 
n

o cred
ib

le w
itn

ess p
laces th

e gu
n

 of 
S

irh
an

 S
irh

an
 —

 th
e m

an
 con

victed
 

as K
en

n
ed

y's k
iller —

 in
 a p

osition
 to 

h
ave fired

 th
ese b

u
llets. T

h
e con

sen
-

su
s o

f ey
ew

itn
ess testim

o
n

y
 p

la
ces 

S
irh

an
's gu

n
 2 to 3

 feet in
 fron

t of 
K

en
n

ed
y. P

ete H
am

ill (th
e w

riter), 
F

ran
k

 B
u

rn
s (a L

os A
n

geles attor-
n

ey) an
d

 oth
ers w

h
o saw

 th
e sh

ootin
g 

a
t clo

se ra
n

g
e a

re u
n

eq
u

iv
o

ca
l o

n
 

th
is p

o
in

t: T
h

a
t S

irh
a

n
's g

u
n

 w
a

s 
n

ever close to th
e p

lace from
 w

h
iC

h
 

w
ere fired

 th
e b

u
llets th

at in
flicted

 
the w

ounds described in the autopsy. 
K

a
rl D

eck
er a

n
d

 R
ich

a
rd

 L
u

b
ic 

w
ere tw

o of th
e p

eop
le closest to th

e 
actu

al sh
ootin

g. (U
eck

er w
as assist-

an
t m

aitre d
' at th

e h
otel w

h
ere th

e 
sh

ootin
g occu

rred
; L

u
b

ic is an
 in

d
e- 

A
 - 

pendent telev
isio

n
 p

ro
d
u
cer.) T

h
is is . 

w
hat they saw

: . 

U
E

C
K

E
R

 • "
T

h
ere,w

a
s a

 d
is-

ta
n

ce o
f 

at. 
le

a
st 1

'4
 fe

e
t 

betw
een

 th
e m

u
zzle of S

irh
an

's 
g

u
n

 a
n

d
. K

en
n

ed
y's h

ea
d

.. 
T

h
ere is n

o
 w

a
y th

e sh
o
ts d

e-
scrib

ed
 in

 th
e a

u
to

p
sy co

u
ld

 
h

ave .com
e from

 S
irh

an
's gu

n
."

 

'L
U

B
IC

: 
"

T
h

e m
u

zzle o
f, S

ir-
h

an
's gu

n
 w

as 2 to 3 feet aw
ay 

from
 K

en
n

edy's h
ead. It is n

on
-

sen
se to say th

at h
e fired bu

llets 
in

to K
en

n
edy from

 a distan
ce of 

1 to 2 in
ch

es, sin
ce h

is gu
n

 w
as 

n
ever 'a

n
yw

h
ere th

a
t n

ea
r to

 
K

en
n

edy."
 

T
h

ese w
itn

esses to
ld

 th
ese fa

cts to
 

th
e a

u
th

o
rities a

t th
e d

in
e o

f th
e 

origin
al in

vestigation
 in

to th
e assas-

sin
ation

. 

2. L
ead

in
g b

allistics exp
erts h

ave 
exam

in
ed

 th
e relitively u

n
d

am
aged

 
b

u
llets (o

r tech
n

ica
lly

 p
ro

ficien
t 

A
llard K

. L
ow

en
stein

, an
 

_- 
a
tto

rn
ey, w

a
s a

 M
em

b
er o

f • 
C

o
n

g
re

ss fro
m

 N
e
w

 Y
o
rk

 
from

 196! to 1971. 

p
h

o
to

g
ra

p
h

s o
f th

ese b
u

llets) th
a

t 
w

ere rem
oved

 from
 K

en
n

ed
y's n

eck
 

an
d

 W
illiam

 W
eisel's stom

ach
. T

h
ese 

exp
erts rep

ort th
at, it is very u

n
lik

ely 
th

a
t th

ese tw
o
 b

u
llets co

u
ld

 h
a
v
e 

b
een

 fired
 from

 th
e sam

e gu
n

. W
il-' 

N
am

 H
arp

er, a lead
in

g C
aliforn

ia 
crim

in
alist:w

h
ose fin

d
in

gs raised
 th

e 
first serio

u
s q

u
estio

n
s a

b
o
u

t th
e 

b
allistics evid

en
ce in

 th
e case, con

- 
elu

d
ed

: 	
' 

"
. . . T

w
o
 g

u
n

s w
ere b

ein
g
' 

fired con
cu

rren
tly in

 th
e kitch

-
en

 p
a

n
try

 o
f th

e A
m

b
a

ssa
d

o
r 

H
o

te
l a

t th
e
 tim

e
 o

f th
e
 

sh
ootin

g. . . It is extrem
ely u

n
-

lik
ely th

a
t a

n
y o

f th
e b

u
llets 

fired
 b

y th
e S

irh
a
n

 g
u

n
 ever 

stru
ck th

e body of K
en

n
edy."

 

A
 p

a
n

e' o
f ex

p
erts a

n
a

ly
zed

 th
e 

b
allistic evid

en
ce at th

e con
ven

tion
 

of th
e A

m
erican

 A
cad

em
y of F

oren
-

sic S
cien

ces in
 C

hicago in
 F

eb
ru

ary. 
T

h
e ex

p
erts a

g
reed

 th
a

t th
is ev

i-
d

en
ce req

u
ired

 a
 reo

p
en

in
g
 o

f th
e 

in
vestigation

, an
d

 th
at reliab

le scicn
- 

tific m
easu

res cou
ld

 h
e tak

en
 th

at 
w

ou
ld

 h
elp

 clear u
p

 at L
east som

e of 
the confusion. 

O
n

e m
em

b
er o

f th
e p

a
n

el, P
ro

f. 
H

erbert M
acD

onell, a w
orld-renow

n-
ed

 au
th

ority in
 foren

sic p
ath

ology, 
stated

 flatly, "
T

h
e b

u
llet rem

oved
 

from
 K

en
n

ed
y's n

eck
 cou

ld
 n

ot h
ave 

com
e from

 S
irh

an
 S

irh
an

's revolv-
er."

 
M

acD
onell based this conclusion on 

a stu
d

y of th
e carin

d
u

res on
 th

e b
u

l-
lets recovered

 from
 K

en
n

ed
y's n

eck
 

an
d

 W
eisel's stom

ach
. "

C
an

n
elu

res"
 

are con
cen

tric rin
gs form

ed
 in

 a b
u

l-
let's su

rface an
d

 ru
n

n
in

g arou
n

d
 its 

circu
m

feren
ce. M

acD
on

ell rep
orts 

that the K
ennedy bullet, a .22-caliber 

lon
g-rifle m

in
im

ag, h
as on

e can
n

el-
u

re, w
h

ile th
e W

eisel b
u

llet h
as tw

o. 
T

h
e eig

h
t em

p
ty

 ca
rtrid

g
e ca

ses 
taken from

 Sirhan's Iver-Johnson re-
volver w

ere m
ad

e b
y

jb
 C

a
sca

d
e 

M
a
n

u
fa

ctu
rin

g
 C

o
. o

f L
ew

isto
n

, 
Id

ah
o, w

h
ich

 h
as in

form
ed

 M
acD

o-
n

ell th
at it h

as n
ever m

an
u

factu
red

 
an

y .22-calib
er lon

g-rifle b
u

llets w
ith

 
one cannelure. 

3. B
u

llets from
 a gu

n
 test fired

 b
y 

th
e L

os A
n

geles P
olice D

ep
artm

en
t 

crim
in

alist, D
eW

ayn
e W

olfer, w
ere 

en
tered

 in
to

 ev
id

en
ce a

t S
irh

a
n

's 
trial as E

xh
ib

it 55. W
olfer testified

 
th

at th
ese b

u
llets m

atch
ed

 th
e, b

u
llet 

th
at w

as recovered
 from

 K
en

n
ed

y's 
neck, an

d
 th

at th
erefore th

e b
u

llets 

e
 E

d
ito

ria
ls 0

 T
ra

v
e
l 0

 H
o
b
b
ie

s 
SE

C
T

IO
N

 F 	
S

U
N

D
A

Y
, M

A
Y

 5, '1975 



c
:2

3
0
;4

0
,0

4
) A

l! 
S

IR
H

A
N

 
H

ER
E '• 

O
TH

E
R

S
 

. IN
JU

R
E

D
 

11/2 FEET? 
2T

O
 3 

FE
E

T? 

cp
O

 

R
FK

 S
H

O
T 

H
E

R
E

 

R
FK

 FE
LL 

H
E

R
E

 

IL 
6  

P
A

TH
 

10c , \ A
F

T
E

R
 	

off 
C

,`"
 S

P
E

E
C

H
 

E
M

B
A

S
S

Y
 

R
O

O
M

 

S
H

A
K

IN
G

 H
A

N
D

S
 

W
ITH

 K
ITC

H
E

N
 H

E
LP

 



th
at h

it K
en

n
ed

y cou
ld

 on
ly h

ave 
b

een
 fired

 b
y th

e gu
n

 h
e h

ad
 test 

fired. T
he serial num

ber of that gun, 
inscribed in W

olfer's handw
riting on 

E
xhibit 55, is 1118602. T

he serial num
-. 

ber of Sirhan's gun is H
53725. 

W
olfer says this discrepancy is the 

result of a "clerical error." R
equests 

to test fire (or refire) 1118602 brought 
th

e in
form

ation
 th

at th
at gu

n
 h

ad
 

b
een

 d
estroyed

 b
y th

e L
A

P
D

. R
e-.. 

quests to test fire (or refire) 1153725 
have been refused. 

T
h

u
s, it th

is tim
e, it is im

p
ossib

le 
to d

iscover w
h

eth
er S

irh
an

's gu
n

, 
1-153725, has ever been test fired. B

ut 
the sw

orn testim
ony of. W

olfer is that 
the bullets that killed K

ennedy w
ere 

fired by a different gun, H
I8602, and 

no other gun in the w
orld. 

4. S
irh

an
's gu

n
 cou

ld
 an

d
 A

id
 fire 

eight bullets. O
ne htillet'w

as recover-
ed

 from
 each

 of th
e five b

ystan
d

ers' 
w

ho w
ere shot in the pantry. T

w
o teetil„ 

lets w
ere recovered

 from
 K

en
n

ed
y -

on
e, sh

attered
, from

 h
is h

ead
 (th

e 
fatal bullet), and the other, discussed 
above, from

 his neck. T
hus, seven of 

th
e eigh

t b
u

llets th
at S

irh
an

 co
u

ld
 

h
ave fired

 h
ave b

een
 recovered

. A
n

 
eighth bullet is officially described as 
"lost in the ceiling interspace." 

A
n

oth
er b

u
llet exited

 K
en

n
ed

y's 
ch

est, a
n

d
 still a

n
o
th

er p
a
ssed

 
through the right shoulder pad of his 
jack

et. T
h

e L
A

P
D

 rem
oved

 th
ree 

p
a
n

els fro
m

 th
e so

u
n

d
-p

a
n

elin
g
 

below
 the ceiling and booked them

 as 
evidence because they contained bul-
let holes. 

T
h

e official exp
lan

ation
s of h

ow
 

eigh
t b

u
llets cau

sed
 all th

is d
am

age 
are varied

 an
d

 con
fu

sin
g. B

u
t eree 

m
atter h

ow
 m

an
y th

eo
ries are ad

-
van

ced
, on

e fact is in
escap

ab
le: if 

only eight bullets w
ere fired, one bul-

let h
ad

 to en
ter on

e of th
e ceilin

g 
p

an
els, b

ou
n

ce off th
e floor ab

ove, 
exit th

rou
gh

 an
oth

er ceilin
g p

atrol, 
and end finally in one of the bystande  
ors. 	

• 
T

he official position is that the bul-
let rem

oved
 from

 th
e h

ead
 of a b

y-
stander, M

rs. E
lizab

eth
 E

van
s, d

id
 

th
is. A

irs. E
van

s h
ad

 lost h
er sh

ot, 
an

d
 w

as steep
ed

 over to retrieve it  

;w
h
e
n
 sh

ew
as hit in the forehead by a 

b
u

llet fro
m

 th
e ceilin

g
 th

a
t th

en
 

progressed into her scalp. T
his bullet 

w
eighed 39 grains w

h
en

 fired. T
hirty-

on
e grain

s w
ere rem

oved
 from

 M
rs. 

See, K
E

N
N

E
D

Y
, F

-4 
-
-
-
 
-
-
 

E
vans' head, and an additional frag- 

m
ent is still in her scalp. 	

• 
It should be added that at the tim

e 
of the assassination at least one m

ore:  
b

u
llet w

as reliab
ly rep

orted
 to h

ave 
b

een
 fou

n
d

 in
 th

e p
an

try. A
n

 A
P

 
- w

irep
h

oto tak
en

 on
 Ju

n
e 5, 1968, ''• 

show
s tw

o policem
en exam

ining w
hat 

- the A
P

 caption describes as a "B
ullet 

F
o

u
n

d
 N

ea
r K

en
n

ed
y

 S
h

o
o

tin
g

• 
S

cen
e."

 It is located
 in

 a d
oor fram

e 
that w

as booked into evidence by the 
• authorities. T

he L
A

P
D

 and the office 
of th

e d
istrict attorn

ey n
ow

 say th
is: 

report w
as inaccurate. 
	

. 

S. T
he.local au

th
orities h

ave tried
 

to reinforce their version of events by 
continually repeating tw

o statem
ents 

they know
 are false:  

A
. `'N

o on
e saw

 an
y oth

er w
eap

-
O

n
,"

 as Josep
h

 B
u

sch
, n

oiv, th
e L

os. 
A

n
geles 

A
n

geles d
istrict attorn

ey, h
as p

u
t it • 

to S
tern

 m
agazin

e an
d

 oth
ers. In

 
fact, B

u
sch

 k
n

ow
s th

ere w
as at least;  

on
e oth

er gu
n

 in
 th

e p
an

try, th
at it"

 
w

as draV
en, and that it w

as located in 
th

e area from
 w

h
ich

 th
e b

u
llets that 

hit K
ennedy w

ere tired. 	
., 

R
ichard L

ubic is am
ong those w

ho 
saw

, th
at gu

n
: "

. . I saw
 a m

an
 in

 a
.  

guard's U
niform

'standing a couple of 
feet to m

y left b
eh

in
d

 K
en

n
ed

y. H
e 

b
ad

 a guri in his hand and w
as point-

ing it dow
nw

ard."  
• 

T
h

e m
a

n
 th

a
t L

u
b

ic sa
w

 "
in

 a;  
guard's uniform

" w
as apart-tim

e se-' 
eu

rity gu
ard

 w
h

o h
ad

 b
een

 h
ired

 b
y 

the A
ce G

uard. Service of V
an N

uys,' 
C

alif. T
h

e gu
ard

 h
as su

b
seq

u
en

tly 
ack

n
ow

led
ged

 th
at h

e w
as stan

d
in

g 
:ju

st b
eh

in
d

 K
en

n
ed

y, th
at h

e w
as 

.carryin
g a gu

n
, an

d
 th

at h
e d

rew
 it 

"
to p

rotect K
en

n
ed

y."
 H

e d
en

ies 
having fired this gun. 

• - 
- B

. B
usch has repeated on national 

. T
V

 and elsew
here the odd statem

ent 
th

at every w
itn

ess, saw
 S

irh
an

' k
ill 

K
ennedy —

 a statem
ent that should 

b
e com

p
ared

 w
ith

 th
e testim

on
y of 

eyew
itn

esses su
m

m
arized

 in
 item

 1, 
above. 

.P
erhaps even m

ore revealing than 
th

ese gen
eral m

isstatem
en

ts ab
ou

t 
th

e eyew
itn

ess testim
on

y is B
u

sch
's 

rep
ly w

h
en

 ask
ed

 to n
am

e on
e su

ch
 

eyew
itness. "K

arl U
ecker,", he said 

on N
B

C
's T

om
orrow

 sh
ow

. H
e told

 
Stern m

agazine, "W
e have a w

itness 
w

h
o .saw

 th
at S

irh
an

's w
eap

on
 w

as 
righ

t at K
en

n
ed

y's h
ead

. . . K
arl.  

U
ecker. Ile's,our m

an." 
- I h

ave in
clu

d
ed

 an
 excerp

t from
 

D
ecker's statem

ent w
ith the general 

su
m

m
ary of eyew

itn
ess testim

on
y. 

B
ut in view

 of B
usch's description of 

U
ecker as "our m

an," it m
ay be use-

fu
l to q

u
ote U

eck
er's statem

en
t in

 
. full: 

4 
"

I h
a

ve to
ld

 th
e p

o
lice a

n
d

 
testified

•d
u

rin
g
 ;th

e tria
l th

a
t 

th
ere w

as a distan
ce of at least 

feet-  b
etw

een
 th

e m
u

zzle o
f 

, S
irh

a
n

's g
u

n
 a

n
d
 K

en
n

ed
y's 

h
ead. T

h
e revolver w

as directly 
in

 fro
n

t o
f m

y n
o

se. A
fter S

ir- 
' h

a
n

's seco
n

d
 sh

o
t, I p

u
sh

ed
 h

is 
'h

a
n

d
 th

a
t h

eld
 th

e revo
lver 

dow
n,' aruL

oshed him
 on

to th
e_ 

steam
 table. T

here is no w
ay 

that the shots described in
 th

e 
autopsy could h

a
ve co

m
e fro

m
 

S
irh

an
's gu

n
. W

h
en

 I told th
is to 

th
e a

u
th

o
rities, th

ey to
ld

 m
e 

th
a
t I w

a
s w

ro
n

g
. B

u
t I rep

eat' 
now

 w
h

at I told th
em

 then: Sir-
ban never got'close enough for 
'a point-blank shot, never." .. 

It is w
orth noting that U

ecker has 
raised still another problem

. A
t least 

four bullets hit K
ennedy or his cloth-

in
g. If S

irh
an

 w
as "p

u
sh

ed
 on

to th
e 

steam
 table" after firing tw

o shots, it 
is d

ifficu
lt to see h

ow
 h

e cou
ld

 h
ave 

fired four shots that hit K
ennedy. T

he 
six oth

er b
u

llets S
irh

an
 fired

 w
ould 

h
av

e h
ad

 to
 h

it o
th

er targ
ets, sin

ce, 
h

e co
u

ld
 h

ard
ly

 h
av

e shot K
ennedy 

from
 b

eh
in

d
 at p

oin
t-b

lan
k

 ran
ge 

w
hile he w

as struggling on the steam
 

table. 
n

 
If the L

os A
ngeles authorities w

ant 
their theory to regain any credibility  

iiith
- P

eoik
evh

o lm
ow

 th
e facts, th

ey 
w

ill have to deal w
ith this eyew

itness 
and ballistics evidence, w

hich to date 
th

ey h
ave ign

ored
, con

cealed
 or d

is-
torted

. T
h

ey seem
 to b

elieve th
at re-

p
ea

tin
g
 m

issta
tem

en
ts w

ill m
a
k

e 
,th

em
 con

ic tru
e, or th

at aw
k

w
ard

 
questions can be m

ade to go aw
ay by 

im
pugning the questioners. 

L
ike m

any others, I tried for a long 
tim

e, afterw
ard

 to avoid
 an

yth
in

g•  
con

n
ected

 w
ith

 th
e assassin

ation
 of 

K
en

n
ed

y. T
h

e loss w
as too stagger-

in
g, an

d
 it w

as h
ard

 en
ou

gh
 to m

ove 
ah

ead
 w

ith
ou

t m
ak

in
g m

atters even
 

m
ore difficult by picking at a scar too 

close to th
e h

eart. F
u

rth
erm

ore, th
e 

facts seem
ed obvious, and in the con-

text of th
ose tim

es th
ere seem

ed
 n

o 
reason to question the obvious. 

D
uring m

y term
 in C

ongress, I con-
tinued to refuse to listen to questions 
about any of the assassinations. I be-
liev

e w
e a

ll a
re in

d
eb

ted
 to

 th
o
se 

p
eop

le w
h

o research
ed

 th
ese q

u
es-

tions and kept them
 alive during that 

long period before revelations about 
oth

er m
atters fin

ally m
ad

e som
e- of 

us realize how
 closed-m

inded w
e had 

been about the assassinations. 

E
ven

 w
h

en
 I fin

ally b
egan

 to look
 

into the eviderice, I found m
yself hop-

in
g th

at th
e local au

th
orities w

ou
ld

 
provide satisfactory explanations for 
the troublesom

e problem
s that arose. 

` A
n

d
 I w

as relu
ctan

t to get in
to a 

p
u

b
lic d

iscu
ssion

 th
at I k

n
ew

 w
ou

ld
 

cau
se m

ore p
ain

 for th
e K

en
n

edy 
fam

ily, w
h

ich
, G

od
 k

n
ow

s, h
ad

 su
f-

fered enough. 
F

or th
ese reason

s, I m
et p

rivately 
w

ith
 th

e au
th

orities over th
e cou

rse 
of a year b

efore I w
as w

illin
g to ac-

cept the fact that such private efforts 
w

ere futile. 
It w

as at th
at p

oin
t th

at I join
ed

 
w

ith P
aul Schrade to raise• questions 

p
u

b
licly. S

ch
rad

e, a U
n

ited
 A

u
to 

W
orkers official w

ho w
as w

orking in 
th

e K
en

n
ed

y cam
p

aign
, alm

ost lost 
h

is life d
u

rin
g th

e sh
ootin

g in
 th

e 
h

otel p
an

try. H
e is a m

an
 of rare 

q
u

ality an
d

 sp
irit. W

e b
elieved

 th
at 

th
e fo

rce o
f o

u
r q

u
estio

n
s w

o
u

ld
 

arouse enough public concern to en-
co

u
ra

g
e o

fficia
l co

o
p

era
tio

n
 in

 a
 

quest for adequate answ
ers. 



/ 	
It is n

o
w

 ap
p
aren

t, h
o
w

ev
er, th

at 
n
o

 m
atter h

o
w

 g
rav

e th
e q

u
estio

n
s, 

 
an

d
 n

o
 m

atter w
h
o
 ask

s th
em

, th
e 

officials m
ost directly concerned are 

d
eterm

in
ed

 to
 sto

n
ew

all as lo
n
g
 as 

th
ey

 can
. T

h
eir m

isstatem
en

ts g
ro

w
 

m
o
re strid

en
t, an

d
 th

ey
 are d

u
g
 in

to
 

resist any effort to explore the prob-
lem

s p
o
sed

 b
y
 th

e ev
id

en
ce. T

h
ey

 
w

ill co
n
tin

u
e to

 say
 th

at th
e case is • 

closed because S
irhan w

as convicted 
and there is no "new

" evidence, as if 
o
ld

 ev
id

en
ce b

eco
m

es irrelev
an

t if 
o
n
e sim

p
ly

 su
p
p
resses o

r ig
n
o
res it 

until it has aged. 

O
f co

u
rse, sto

n
ew

allin
g
 in

v
o
lv

es 
the risk that failure com

pounds one's 
difficulties. B

ut, by definition, stone-
w

alling does not fail if it succeeds —
 

th
at is, if ag

g
ressiv

ely
 tru

m
p

eted
 

falseh
o
o
d
s d

issu
ad

e fu
rth

er in
v
esti-

g
atio

n
, th

e falseh
o
o
d
s g

o
 g

en
erally

 
undetected and no one realizes there 
h
as b

een
 an

y
 sto

n
ew

allin
g
. S

o
 th

e 
present policy of the L

os A
ngeles au-

thorities is a gam
ble, but it is a gam

-
ble at reasonable odds. F

or there w
ill 

be no outcry for a new
 investigation 

if p
eo

p
le d

o
 n

o
t k

n
o
w

 th
e facts th

at 
w

arrant an outcry —
 and they cannot 

k
n

o
w

 th
ese facts if th

ere isn
't ad

e-
q
u

ate m
ed

ia co
v

erag
e. If th

ere is n
o

 
public outcry, few

 people in positions 
o

f in
flu

en
ce w

ill risk
 th

eir rep
u

ta-
tions to press for reopening the case. 
(M

y
 w

ife say
s I am

 n
o

w
 in

 tran
sit 

from
 "form

er congressm
an" to "C

ur-
rent kook"). 

W
h
ich

 tak
es u

s fu
ll circle: H

o
w

'  
c
a
n
 w

e
 g

e
t a

 fre
sh

, in
d
e
p
e
n
d
e
n
t: 

investigation if the facts that dem
and 

such an investigation are stonew
alled 

into nonexistence? 
T

h
e reaso

n
 m

o
st freq

u
en

tly
 g

iv
en

. 
fo

r th
e
 a

b
se

n
c
e
 o

f c
o
v
e
ra

g
e
 is a

' 
v
ariatio

n
 o

n
 th

e o
fficial ex

cu
se fo

r 
inaction: facts about this case, how

- • 
e
v
e
r sig

n
ific

a
n
t, a

re
 n

o
t "n

e
w

."' 
S

om
etim

es this seem
s to m

ean that if 
a new

sboy's insom
niac grandm

other 
once heard som

ething on a late-night ,  
talk show

 in D
ubuque, the rest of the 

poblic can't 
find o

u
t ab

aft it u
n
less 

tho? happen to know
 her. 

B
ut even this reasoning cannot ex- -  

p
lain

 w
h
y
 d

ev
elo

p
m

en
ts th

at m
erit 

fro
n
t-p

ag
e treatm

en
t in

 E
u
ro

p
e g

o
 

v
irtu

ally
 u

n
rep

o
rted

 in
 th

e U
n
ited

 
S

tates. F
ew

 A
m

erican
s h

av
e h

eard
, 

for exam
ple; about the conclusions of 

th
e p

an
el o

f b
allistics ex

p
erts cited

 
above, or know

 about the plea of four 
of the bystanders w

ho w
ere shot, or 

have seen
- the statem

ents of the w
it-

, n
esses clo

sest to
 th

e scen
e o

f th
e 

m
urder. 
R

ecently, several Stern m
agazine 

rep
o

rters co
n
d
u
cted

 an
 extended 

investigation. T
heir findings w

ere de-
tailed in a cover story entitled,' "T

he 
R

eal M
urderer (of R

obert K
ennedy)'  

Is S
till F

red.", T
hose findings w

ere 
'not reported in the U

nited S
tates. 

G
iven these experiences, it's hard 

to
 th

in
k
 o

f an
y
th

in
g
 th

at ,w
ill g

et,. 
m

uch m
edia attention, short of som

e• 
one confessing on the C

apitol steps. 
A

nd m
eanw

hile, the A
m

erican public 
h
as n

o
 w

ay
 to

 d
isco

v
er th

at a crim
e 

that changed the course of our histo- i  
ry is unsolved, w

ith all the potential- 

ly
 en

o
rm

o
u
s sig

n
ifican

ce th
at fact 

m
ay hold for the future of the nation. 
If th

e sto
n
ew

allin
g
 su

cceed
s, w

e 
w

ill be com
pounding the tragedy of 

R
obert K

ennedy's m
urder. F

or W
hat 

com
m

ands the reopening of this case 
is n

o
t cu

rio
sity

, n
o
r d

ev
o
tio

n
 to

 ab
-

stra
c
t . c

o
n
c
e
p
ts o

f ju
stic

e
; n

o
r 

sentim
entalism

 about K
ennedy. W

hat'  
com

m
ands the reopening of this case 

is th
e g

ritly
 q

u
estio

n
 o

f w
h

eth
er 

disasters m
ay loom

 ahead that could 
b
e av

erted
 if w

e fo
u
n
d
 o

u
t m

o
re 

about disasters already past. :  

Ili 
S

in
ce th

e w
eig

h
t o

f the evidence 
n
o

w
 av

ailab
le co

n
flicts so

 sh
arp

ly
 

. w
ith the official version of w

hat hap 
pened, a num

ber of w
idely accepted 

• scientific tests have been proposed to 
help resolve these conflicts. T

hese in-
clude the follow

ing: 

1. Test fire the Sirhan gun (1153725), 
—

laid convene an independent panel of 
ballistics experts to com

pare the test-
fired bullets w

ith the bullets recover- 

ed from
 K

ennedy's neck and W
eiseP

s 
stom

ach. 

2. A
dm

inister N
eutron A

ctivation 
A

nalyses to the ,seven recovered bul-
lets to help determ

ine if they w
ere all 

fired from
 the sam

e gun. 

3. Subm
it the three ceiling panels 

th
a

t h
a

ve b
u

llet h
o

les to
. exp

ert 
exam

ination to determ
ine' if the bul-

let holes are  entry or exit holes._ 
4. P

ro
d

u
ce th

e sh
o

u
ld

er p
a

u
 o

f 
K

ennedy's jacket to determ
ine -if th

e 
b

u
llet th

a
t w

en
t th

ro
u

g
h

 it .entered 
from

 the front or from
 behind. 

5. S
u
b
m

it th
e' d

o
o
r fra

m
es d

e-
scribed in the June 5, V

A
 A

P
 w

ire-
photo to expert exam

ination to deter-
m

in
e if th

e h
o
le in

 it w
a
s in

 fa
ct 

caused-by a bullet; and produce tho 
policem

en in that w
irephoto to ex-

p
la

in
 w

h
y
 th

e
y
 sa

id
 th

e
y
 w

e
re

 
p
o
in

tin
g
 to

 a
 b

u
llet, if in

 fa
ct th

ey 
.w

ere n
o
t. , 

' • I h
av

e b
een

 assu
red

 b
y
 b

allistics-
au

th
o
rities th

at th
e in

q
u
iries d

e-
icrib

ed
 ab

o
v
e sh

o
u
ld

 p
ro

v
id

e v
alu

-
able and possibly definitive inform

a; 
tio

n
 if th

e item
s to

 b
e stu

d
ied

 h
av

e 
not been tam

pered w
ith. 	

• 
T

he local authorities refuse to take 
th

ese step
s o

n
 th

e g
ro

u
n

d
s th

at S
ir 

B
an's trial resolved these issues: B

ut 
that trial, as they w

ell know
, did not 

d
eal w

ith
 th

ese issu
es at all, sin

ce 
S

irh
an

's atto
rn

ey
s asserted

 th
at h

e 
alone had killed K

ennedy and based 
his defense solely on S

irhan's m
ental 

state. G
ran

t C
o
o
p
er, S

irh
an

's ch
ief 

counsel in the trial, has said he w
ould 

h
av

e co
n
d
u
cted

 a v
ery

 d
ifferen

t d
e-

fen
se h

ad
 h

e k
n
o
w

n
 th

en
 w

h
at h

e 
• kn

o
w

s n
o
w

 S
irh

an
 h

im
self w

an
ts a 

new
 trial. 

B
ut the basic problem

 is not a net- ,  
ro

w
 leg

al o
n

e. S
irh

an
 w

as n
o
t an

 
in

n
o
c
e
n
t' b

y
sta

n
d
e
r im

p
ro

p
e
rly

 
im

p
riso

n
ed

. H
e w

as sh
o
o
tin

g
 w

h
en

 
K

ennedy w
as killed, and five persons 

w
ere struck by bullets he fired. F

ont-
o
f th

ese p
erso

n
s, w

h
o
 have. special-

reaso
n
 to

 h
o
ld

 n
o
 b

rief fo
r S

irh
an

, 
h

av
e ex

p
ressed

 d
issatisfactio

n
 w

ith
 

the present stale of the case and have 
asked that it b

e reopened. 

• 
If the problem

 w
ere sim

ply an indi-
vidual's innocence or guilt, the judi-
cial process w

ould be the logical and 
,proper w

ay to resolve it. B
ut S

irhan 
co

u
ld

 b
e fo

u
n
d
 in

n
o
cen

t in
 a trial, 

and w
e w

ould still not know
 w

ho w
as 

responsible for the assassination of 
K

en
n

ed
y. 

O
r h

e
 c

o
u
ld

 b
e
 fo

u
n
d
 

guilty, and w
e w

ould not know
 if he 

had acted alone. 

A
n independent investigation corn-

n
u
tted

 to
 seek

in
g
 o

u
t all th

e facts, 
w

h
erev

er th
ey

 m
ay

 lead
, is clearly

 
the best w

ay to proceed at this point. 
R

ep
. H

en
ry

 G
o
n
zalez o

f T
ex

as h
as 

in
tro

d
u
ced

 a reso
lu

tio
n
 callin

g
 fo

r 
the creation of a select congressional 
co

m
m

ittee to
 reo

p
en

 th
e in

v
estig

a-
tion into the assassinations of P

resi-
dent K

ennedy, S
en. K

ennedy and D
r. 

M
artin L

uther K
ing Jr., as w

ell as of 
the attem

pted assassination of G
ov. 

G
eorge W

allace. It seem
s to m

e that 
this resolution deserves support. 

T
he first steps for a fresh investi-

g
atio

n
 o

f th
e assassin

atio
n
 o

f S
en

. 
'K

ennedy have been outlined above. 
'fh

ey
are u

n
co

m
p
licated

 an
d
 req

u
ire 

:very little effort. 
T

hese steps m
ight obviate the need 

fo
r fu

rth
er in

v
estig

atio
n
, o

r th
ey

 
m

ig
h
t sh

o
w

 b
ey

o
n
d
 a reaso

n
ab

le 
doubt that the official theory is defec-
tive; one w

ould think the authorities 
w

ould be as eager as anyone else to 
find out w

hich. T
he fact that they are 

n
o

t can
n

o
t b

e allo
w

ed
 to

 C
lo

se th
p

 
m

atter. 

T
hat, if nothing else, the A

m
erican 

people should have learned from
 the 

events of the last tw
o years_ 


