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KEHNEDY 5/13/74
1ST LD 158

BY JCYCEI PITER3ON

CHS STAFF YRITER .o - :

LOS ANGELES (CHS). = CORGHER THOMAS T. NOGUCHI TODAY INSISTID THAT
THE BYLLETS “HICH KILLED $C#. ROZ:ERT. Fo XEMIEZDY WERE FIRED AT POINT-

ek
Mo

BLANYX RAHGE DESPITY ACIFLICTIHG TESTIMOUY FROM WITHESSES TO THE
ASSASIUATION. ‘ _ _

" NOGUCHI SAID MT RASED KIS FINDINGS OH "PHYSICAL EVIDENCE™ SHOWIHG
THAT THE GUI COULD 9T, HAVE BEgN MORE THAN ONE TO THREE IHCHES FROT THE

o
SENATOR'S HEAD.

FYRWITHESSES WHO SAY KEMNEDY SHOT IN JUNE, 19635, AT THE AllBASSADOR
HOTEL MAVE TESTIFIED THAT CCHNVICTED ASSASSIN SIRHAN B. -SIRHAH YAS
STAHIDING SIVERAL FEEZT OR YARDS AWAY. -

TUCHI WAS THT FIHAL WITMESS AT A HEARING CALLED 3Y SyYPERVISOR .

3

“BAXTER WARD TR Louv iNTO THE‘BALLISTICS CCiiTROVERSY SURROYNDING

178

THE SHOOTING. - | _
EARLIER, T“O FIREARIS EXPERTS RAISED QUESTIONS -ABOUT THE BULLETS
WHICH COULD BACK UP CLAILMS 3Y SOME CRITICS THAT MGRZI THAN OHE GUN waS
. USED IN THE ASSASSINATION. | 3
" WARD SAID HE WOULD REVIEW EVIDENCE PRESENTED IN THE THREE-HOUR
SESSIZN AND PRESENT HIS FINDINGS TO SUPERVISORS A WEEK FRC1 TOMORROY.
(MCRE) s - | ; F
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KENNEDY 5/13/74 |
IST ADD IST LD 178/ XXX FROM TROMORROW. 3
NOGUCHI ALSO0 TESTIFIEZD THAT SHORTLY AFTZX KEMNEDY'S DEATH, HE HAD
CONTACTED DRe VINCENT P. GUINN, All EXPERT HEUTRON ANALYSIS, ASOuT THE
POSSIBILITY OF MAKIHG AN ANALYSIS CF THE BULLETS IN THE SHOOTINC.
THE IDEA WAS DROPPED, MOGUCI SAID, BECAUSE CF OBJECTICNS FROY DE
WAYNE VYOLFER, LOS ANGELES POLICE DEPARTHMENT'S BALLISTICS ZXPERT.
NOGUCHI SAID THE WOLFER FELT THE HEUTRON 4NALYSIS WOULD DAMAGE THE
BULLETS AS EVIDEMCE, A
ALTHOJGH INVITED TO TESTIFY, NEITHER WOLF&R OR DISTRICT ATTORNEY
JOSEPH BUSCH SHOWED UP AT THE HZARING. e
_ BUSCH HAS SAID PREVIOUSLY THAT THE "TW0-GU'" THEORY MAS BEEN:W
THROUGHLY INVESTIGATED AND HAS MO VALIDITY. Hi HAS ALSO OBJECTED TO
RE-OPENING THE CASL IN WHICH SIRHAN HAS ALREADY BFEN COMVICTED. .
NOGUCHI "AS HIS TESTINMCHY BEFORE THE GRAND JURY WAS GREZTED WITH

b
"SURPRISE"™ BY THE DISTRICT ATTORNZY'S OFFICE. o]

HE SAID THAT AT ONE POINT, A DEPUTY DISTRICT ATTORMEY (WHO WAS HOT

" IDEHTIFIED) HAD OFFEZRED HIM A CHANCE TO "COERECT" HIS TESTIMOHY BuT

THAT HE HAD \DECLINED TO DO S0.

. f
(MORE)
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QUESTIONS ABCUT THE IDENTIFICATION OF THE MURDER WIAPON WERE
RATSED IH TESTIHMONY BY BALLISTICS EXPERTS LOWELL BRADFORD AND
HERBERT MACDOMELL. (CAPS 11 D). :

EOTH SAID THAT THERE wAS A DIFFERENCE IN THE MAIN ByLL:ST TAKEN FROM
SElNe KINNEDY 'S NECK AND ANOTHER WHICH HIT A BYSTANDZR IN THE

~AMBASSADOR HOTEL SHOOTING.

THEY SAID THAT THE KINNEDY BULLET -- KNOYN AS EXMIBIT 47 --

HAD ONE MANUFACTURZ'S GROOVE XilOWH AS A CALEZLURE. 1p COHTRAST THE
SECOND BULLET == KNOWN AS EXHISIT 54 --- HAD TWQ SUcH CAHEZLYRES,

SOTH BRADF ORD AND MACDONELL SAID THAT, SASED ON THE EVIDEIGE AS. by
AVAILABLE, THIY COULD 10T ESTABLISH .THAT THE BULLETS CAME FRON THE
SAME GUMN, | o S o

THEY ALSO URGZD THAT THE GUN BE RE-FIRED TO CLEIAR UP THE
CONTROVERSY. | - |

WARD HAS RIPLATEDLY URGED SUCH REFIRING BUT HAS GOTTEN NOWHERE wITH
LAY ZHFORCEMENT AND COURT OFFICIALS. |

ORIGIHALLY, WARD HAD ALSO PLANNZID TO TAXE TESTINOYY FRON YILLIAM
HARPER, A PASADTHA CRIMINOLSIST 40 TGUCHED OFF THE ORIGINAL
CONTROVERSY ABOUT THE BULLETS I 197]. | - | .

HOWEVER BECAUSE OF HMARPER'S ILLNESS, AN AFFIDAVIT ON HIS EARLIER
FINDING YAS READ INTO THE RECORD. | |

WARD, A CAUDIDATE FOR THE DIMGCRATIC GUBERNATORI AL NOMINATION,
CONDUCTED THE MEETING IN HIS CAPACITY AS CHAIRNMAN OF THE CORONFA'S

- DEPARTMENT,

AS SUCH HI HANDLED THEZ QUESTIONING IN A BRISK MANMER, AFFORUING NO

CHANCE FOR CROSS-EXANMINATION, ' 5t :
OPENIHG WITNFSS AT THE S5SSION YAS FORMIR COUNTY CLERX WILLIAM SHARP

WHO AGAIN DENIED THAT HIS OFFICE RAD NISHANDLED EXHIBITS IN [HE

SIRHAL CASE. ‘ ' ‘ ' T

- SHAFP INSISTED THERSZ WAS ADEQUATE SECURITY OVER ByLLETS AND OTHE

MATER 1AL, , ' _

* (PICKUP 3RD PGH BGNG:, THE FORMER XXX)
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~z— _THE FURIL: OFFICIAL SAID HIS GFFICI HAD HEVER RECEIVED INFORMATIOGH O
SPECIAL PACKAGIHG “HICH HAD BEEN DISCUSSED BY THE COURT.

SHARP SAID ‘THAT SPECIAL CHHECKS WERE MAINTAINED SO THAT CHLY
AUTHORIZZD PERSOMNZIL WERE ALLOVED TO VIEW THE BYLLETS INVOLVED IN THE
ASSASSINATIOH. :

HE ALSO DENIED THAT ANY PORTIONS OF THE EXHIBITS THEMSELVES WERE

 STOLEN BUT CONCEDED THAT ZEROX PAGES COPIED FROM SIRHAN'S WOTEBOOK
WERE MISSING. | | |

SHARP TESTIFIED AS WARD OPENED A DAY-LONG HEARING INTO THE BALLISTICS
CONTROGVERSY INVOLVED IN THE KENNEDY CASE.,
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- KENNEDY 5/13/74 A
ATH ADD 1ST LD 178 XXX KENUEDY CASE. o
MEANVHILE, YARD CAME UNDER STINGING ATTACK FOR RUHIING A "SIDZSHOW™
FROM LYNN C, COUPTON, ASSOCIATE JUSTICE GF Tuk STATE COURT OF APPL4L.
COMPTON ISSUZD A SEVEN-PAGE STATHIENT RECALLING MIS ROLE AS HEAD OF
THZ SIRHAN PROSECUTION DURING THE TIME HE (COMPTON) -WAS CHILF DEPUTY
DISTRICT ATTORHEY. - B
HE SAID HE HOPED " 0 PREVENT THE PySLIC FROM BEING DELUED INTO
BELIEVING THAT PZRSONHS OTHER THAN SIRHAN SIRHAN WERE INVOLVED 1N THE
ASSASSINATICN OF SENAT(R KEUNEDY. ™ | | N o
L oOMP TO SAID THAT X%’ LAW ENFORCENZNT OFFLCI ALS HAD BEEN AWARE AT
THE TINE THAT A COUSPIRACY THEORY MIGHT BE ACVANCED AT A LATER DATE.
BECAUSE OF THIS, COMPTON SAID, ALL LEADS hEns PURSUEL Il DEPTH, -
" THROUGHOUT THI ENTIRETY OF THIS COORBINATED INVESTIGATIVE EFFORT,
NOT ONE SCINTILLA OF EVIDENCE WAS VER DEVELOBED TO ‘IHDICATE THAT T4
SSISSIUATION OF ROBEST F. XENNNEDY WAS ANYTHING MORE THAN THE PRODYCT

. OF A.SINGLE MIND -=- THAT IS, THE MIND OF SIRHAN SIRHAN,"™

COMPTON SAID HE 'AS CGHVINCED‘THAT NC OTHER PERSONS AIBED SIRHAN AND

THAT THE XILLING wAS WOT THE RESULT OF ANY CONSPIRACY.

SUSPCICN [N THE PUBLIC MIMND THAT OTHER PERSOHS INVOLVED IN THE
ASSISSIHATION Havre GOME UNDETECTEU," HE ALDED, i P et
TE355P1 | _ 2 o . ]
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COPTON COMPLAINED THAT THE HEZARING waS - -
BEING CONDUCTED IN A FOPUM "WHIGH Lacks A_MEDIUM OF SIMILARITY TO g
A JUDICIAL PROCEEDING, ™ Ay

o THIS HEARING CAN ONLY HAVE AS ITS OBJECTIVE THAT OF CREATING
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