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1ST LD 156 
BY -JOYCE PETERSON 
CNS STAFF URITER 
LOS ANGELES (COS)--- CORONER THOMAS T. NOGUOHI TODAY INSISTED THA T 

THE BULLETS ':,1RICTKILLED S:j. RO.JERT. F. XENNEDY .UER!: FIRED AT P OINT-
BLANX RANGE DESPITE r.ONFLICTING TESTIMONY FROM WITNESSES TO THE 
ASSASINATION. 

. NOGUCHI SAID HE ?-,A ED HIS FINDINGS OH "PHYSICAL EVIDENCE" SHOOINj 
THAT THE GUN COULD N9T,HAVE BZEN MORE THAN ONE TO THREE INCHlt:S FROM THE 
SENATOR'S HEAD. 

EYEWITNESSES !1X0 SAU KENtIEDY SHOT IN JUNE, 1DGS, AT THE Al3ASSADOR 
HOTEL HAVE TESTIFIED THAT CONVICTED ASSASSIN SIRHAN B. SIRXAN WAS 
STANDING SEVERAL FEET OR YARDS AWAY. 

(3,JCHI WAS THE riNAL WITNESS A T A HEARING CALLED .3Y SUPERVISOR 
• BAXTER WARD TO LOU INTO THE BALLISTICS CONT;;OVERSY SURROUNDIMi 

- 	THE SHOOTING. 	- 
EARLIER, TWO FIREARMS EXPERTS RAISED QUESTIONS ABOUT THE 3ULLETS 

WHICH COULD BACK UP CLAIMS 3Y SOME CRITICS THAT NORE THAN ONE GUN WAS 
USED IN THE ASSASSINATION. 
• WARD SAID HE WOULD REVIEW EVIDENCE PRESENTED IN THE THREE-HOUR 

• SESSI:N AND PRESENT HIS FIHDIN(S TO SUPERVISORS A WEEK FROO T(XIORROW. 
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1ST ADD 1ST LD 178/ XXX FROM TROMORROw. 
NOGUCHI ALSO TESTIFIED THAT SHORTLY AFTE!i KENNEDY'S DEATH, HE HAD 

CONTACTED DR. VINCENT P. GUINN, AN EXPERT NEUTRON AN..LYSIS, A'2, 0uT THE 
POSSIBILITY OF MAKING AN ANALYSIS CF THE EULLETS IN THE SHOOTING. 

THE IDEA WAS DROPPED, NOGuCI SAID, BECAUSE CF OBJECTIONS FR al DZ 
WAYNE WOLFER, LOS ANGELES POLICE DEPARTMENT'S BALLISTICS EXPERT. 
NOGUCHI SAID THE WOLFER FELT THE NEUTRON ANALYSIS WOuLD DAMAGE THE 
BULLETS AS EVIDENCE. 
ALTHOUGH INVITED TO TESTIFY, NEITHER WOLFEROR .DISTRICT ATTORNEY 

JOSEPH BUSCH SHOWED UP AT THE HEARING. 
BUSCH HAS SAID PREVIOUSLY THAT THE "TWO-GT," THEORY HAS BEEN 

THROUGHLY INVESTIGATED AND HAS NO VALIDITY. HE HAS ALSO OBJECTED TO 
RE-OPENING THE CASE IN WHICH SIRHAN HAS ALREADY BEEN CONVICTED. 	. 

	

NOGuCHI !!AS HIS TEsTIMCOY BEFORE THE GRAND JURY WAS GREETED wITH 	.W "SURPRISE" BY THE. DISTRICT ATTORNEY'S OFFICE. 	 1  
HE SAID THAT AT ONE POINT, A DEPUTY DISTRICT ATTORNEY (WHO WAS NOT 

IDENTIFIED) HAD OFFERED HIM A CHANCE TO "CORRECT" HIS TESTIMONY BUT. 
THAT HE HAD DECLINED TO DO SO. 
• ((SORE) 
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flID ADD 1ST LD 178 	DO SO. 
QUESTIONS ABOUT THE IDENTIFICATION OF THE MURDER wEAPor WERE RAISED IN Ti!:STII0HY BY BALLISTICS D(PERTS LOWELL BRADFORD AND HERBERT MAcDoNELL. (CAPS ti D). 
BOTH SAID THAT THERE WAS A DIFFERENCE IN THE MAIN BULLET TAKEN FROM SEP. KENNEDY'(  NECK AND ANOTHE:? WHICH HIT A BYSTANDER IN THE MBASSADOR HOTEL SHOOTING. 
THEY SAID THAT THE KENNEDY BULLET 	KNOwN AS EXHIBIT 47 -- HAD ONE MANUFACTURE'S GROOVE nowt] AS A cANELui- 	IN CONTRAST THE SECOND BULLET -- 	AS EXHIBIT 54-- HAD TWO SUCH cANELuRES. BOTH BRADFORD AND MACDONELL SAID THAT, BASED ON THE EVIDENCE AS NIJu AVAILABLE, THEY COULD NOT ESTABLISH THAT THE BULLETS CANE FROM THE SAME GuN. 
THEY ALSO URGED THAT THE GUN BE RE-FIRED TO CLEAR UP THE CONTROVERSY. 
WARD HAS REPEATEDLY URGED SUCH REFIRING BUT HAS GOTTEN NOwHERE 'WITH LAW ENFoRGEmENT AND CO!JRT OFFICIALS. 
ORIGINALLY, WARD HAD ALSO PLANNED TO TAKE TESTINONY FROM 'WILLIAM HARPER, A PASADENA cRIMINoLGIsT ,gHo TOUCHED OFF' THE ORIGINAL CONTROVERSY ABOUT THE BULLETS IN 1971. 
HOWEVER BECAUSE OF XARRER's ILLNESS, AN AFFIDAVIT ON HIS EARLIER FINDING WAS READ INTO THE RECORD. 
WARD, A CANDIDATE FOR THE DEmocRATIc GUBERNATORIAL NoMINATION, CONDUCTED THE MEETING IN ,HIS CAPACITY AS CHAIRMAN OF THE CORONER'S DEPARTMENT. 
AS SUCH HE HANDLED THE. QuESTIONING IN A BRISK MANNER, AFFORDING NO CHANCE FOR CROSS-EXAMINATION. 
OPENING wiTN7ss AT THE SESSION AS FORMER COu7,JTy CLERK wILLIAm sHARP WHfl AGAIN DENIED THAT HIS OFFICE na HISHAnLED EXHIBITS JO fHE SIRHM CASE. 

- SHARP INSISTED THERE WAS ADEQUATE SECURITY OVER BULLETS AND OTHER. MATEkiiAL.. 
(PICKUP 3RD PDX BONG:/ THE FORMER XXX) 
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THE r.,J;JE7-; 07FICIAL SAID His 	HAD NEVER RECEIVED INFORMATION 00 
• SPECIAL PAC1CACING ,IHICH HAD 3EEN DISCuSS:1:1) BY THE COURT. 

SHARP SAID THAT SPECIAL CHHECKS II ERE MAINTAINED SO THAT ONLY 
AUTHORIZED PERSONNEL WERE ALLOWED TO VIEW THE BULLETS INVOLVED IN nE 
• ASSASSINATION. 

HE ALSO DENIED THAT ANY PORTIONS OF THE EXHIBITS THEMSELVES WERE 
• STOLEN BUT CONCEDED THAT ZEROX PAGES COPIED FROM SIRHAN's NOTEBOOK 
WERE MISSING. 
• SHARP TESTIFIED AS WARD OPENED A DAY-LONG HEARING INTO THE BALLISTICS. 
CONTROVERSY INVOLVED IN THE KENNEDY CASE. 
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4TH ADD 1ST LD 111; XXX KENNEDY CASE. MEANwHILE, ',ThRD CAME uNDEP STINGING ATTACK FOR RIMING A "SIDESHD.1" FROM LYNN 'C. COMPTON, ASSOCIATE JUSTICE OF THE STATE COuRT OF APPEAL. COMPTON ISSUED A SEVFN-PAGE STATEMENT RECALLING 	ROLE AS HEAD OF THE SIRHAN PROSECUTION DURING THE TIME HE (COMpT00) -';'AS CHIEF DEPUTY DISTRICT ATTORNEY. 
HE SAID HE HOPED " •i0 PREVENT THE PUBLIC FROM BEING DEL!JED INTO BELIEVING THAT PERSUs OTHER THAN SIRHAN SIEHAN'yERE INVOLV.ED IN THE ASSASSINATION OF SENAD ,R KENNEDY." COMPTON SAID THAT KE! 	ENFORCEMENT OFFICIALS HAD BEEN AtIARE AT THE TIME THAT A CONSPIRACY THEORY NIGHT BE ADVANCED AT A LATER DATE. BECAUSE OF THIS, COMPTON SAID, ALL LEADS WEhE PuRSun IN DEPTH. 	• " THROUGHOUT THE ENTIRETY OF THIS COORDINATED INVESTIGATIVE EFFORT, NOT ONE SCINTILLA OF EVIDENCE WAS EVER DEVELOPED TO 'INDICATE THAT THE ASSISSINATION OF ROBEc:T F. XENNNEDY !.,!As ANYTHING MORE THAN THE PRODUCT CF A .SINGLE MIND -- THAT IS, THE MIND OF SIRHAN SIRHAN," 

	AND THAT 	
SAID HE t.,IAS CONVINCED THAT NO OTHER PERSONS AIDED SIRHAN AND THAT THE !-(ILLING WAS NOT THE RESULT .OF ANY CONSPIRACY. COMPTON calPLAINED THAT THE HEARING 1: !AS BEING CONDUCTED IN A FORUM "wHIcH LACKS A_MI-t:DIuM OF SIMILARITY TO A A JUDICIAL PROCEEDING."' 	. 

" THIS HEARING CAN ONLY HAVE AS ITS OBJECTIVE THAT OF CREATING SUSRCION IN THE PUBLIC MIND THAT OTHER PERSONS INVOLVED IN THE ASSISSINATION HAVE GONE 'UNDETECTED," HL ADDED. TE355P[- i 
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