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A pruc-wmnmg author who
‘awitnessed the shooung of

| ItRobert Kennedy recalls the

| ,,horror, the drama, the -

‘aftermath of that tragedy

: *one year ago thl,s week

Budd Schu!berg (right]
- Is one of America’s most
. Honored and versatile i 4
writers. He won an 'Acad-- - .| &,
. emy'Award for his “On: . !
. the Waterfront” and also "
wrote ' “What' :Mahkes
- Sammy .. Run”; ““The |
" Harder They Fall” and - '
"™ “The Disenchanted.” :He > -~}
. is the guiding spirit of the - |
~ Watts Workshop, which he ..
organized. o  encourage
ghetto writers "after riots |
‘in that Los Angeles dis-
trict.
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Only. a few minutes before he was shot, Senator Robert Kelmedy was thanking
a crowd in the pacled Embnssy Ba!lruom for their efforts in bringmg him 'm:tory
in th: Cahforma prnnary election. i

N ‘BOB KENNEDY .

decided to make the

run for the White House we .
. were in Italy working on a

novel by the shore of the leg-

' 'endary Lake of Como with

- .snow-capped . ' Alps = standing

" sentinel around us. We [elt

.safe,. secluded, .

The London Times and the

productive.

' By BUDD SCHULBERG

blue Italian lake and called us

< back to  reality. American

*States in time to enlist in his
campaign. He expressed his.

: Paris Herald-Tribune and the .
Rome Messaggero brought the -

. daily news to. our reading

room every day, so we knew-

,about. the crisis in gold, the

. British refusal to admit In- -

dians to their island, and we
were increasingly aware of

the political - quicksand LBJ
had stumbled into in Vietnam.
“~ But, on ‘a two.month sab-
batical from the pressure of.

civic -probiems that had de-
. manded great hunks of our
time for a number of years, it

_was a relief to be able to read -
about world issues ;without -

feeling a moral obligation to

do something about them.:If’

wg may be excused our com

ceit, we thought that ‘after:

years of involvement we had
earned a rest, what we de-
scribed as a ‘“‘working vaca-

" tion,” the luxury of getting up

in the momming, kissing .your.
. wife, breathing the air, taking

- a walk,-clearing the mind and
“ah sweet mystery of

- then,
work:" .
That was our aelti.sh state of
_mind when a cable from Bob
Kennedy. found us on the
shore of that picture-postcard-
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reality., The cable .said he

“found himself in a struggle,” -

and expressed the hope that
we would be back in the

appreciation for any help we.

might be able to render in "

getting his message across to
“your people.” Geraldine and
I smiled at that one, for Bob .
‘'meant not Hollywood people

-~ or literary. people: or Jewish
- people but black people; the
Iriends we had made in Watts
“and other neglscted communi-

. the -director 'of

ties in the course of establish-

‘ing the Writars Woerkshep in

the wake of the holocaust four
years ago. .

That evening we answered
that we would be coming back
shortly, ready to enlist in his

army of voluntesrs. And we

fired off this opening salvo to
the Walts

‘. Writers Worlshop: - -

. *“You lnow, at the end of
. my - dialogues with Jimmy -
Baldwin I said 1 thought-the —
- whites had almost had it, that
. unless | they

could - rip the
racism ‘out of their culture,

"-qut of their hearts, our coun-

try was on the road to violent -
. 'Dallas!

division.” However, I feel we
have a last chance with Bobby

. Kennedy. 1 know that he hon-

~estly wants to get out of this "

s gy

damnable war that is bleeding
us to death. I believe him
when he says he wants to take

P

those_billicns we are pouring

down the Saigon drain and put
them to work in our ghettos,
rebuilding them. . .

. H-wei =

can’ get Bobby in we have a -

last chancz of doing some-.
thing on a federal scale about:’

derstand what we nead for :
our cities, mot just those bil- .,

licns but ideas, imagination.
. and love, What Bob saw when .

he came to our Workshop to*-'—ij“-_

mest the writers could be en-.

. larged . a ‘thousand-fold in’

every single community. If we .
blunder on, if we cut back the. -

services we should be expand-

ing, if we just remain ‘liber-

al,’ then you are right, then
comes Armageddon usBo,'a

“the galling neglect we see in-. -
- Watts. Yes, Bob seems to un~ -

long-winded numlnation R

speech  for -Bobby Kennedy,
our: last best hope of maklng
it, together}“

Lyndon's " stunning ahdlca-

. tion speech mads us even
. _more eager to work for what

seemed to us that last, best .
* hope._ But Italy is seductive °

and we lingered, some days in

Venice and more in Rome. We
were " enjoying the sculpmre

" and the markets and the res-’

taurants and the people when
the sky fell down. Another
This time in Mem-
phis. This time not the Presi-:

*dent nor ‘Medgar Evers, the

black messiah of Mississippi,

. but our Nobel Prize Winner.
for Peace, apostle of black.
freedom through non-violence,

Cenllnqnﬂ on page 24
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. was time to come home. More -

i

- Continued ir-m m -
Martln Luther Ktng
. again!
murder! How long, oh blgo}s
“and sons of bigots, can we,
bear your-slings and arrows,”

“telescopic rifles and shotgun? . .

In that moment. the side-
walks cafes of the Via Venetto._
" lost - their _ music * and. the .
I graceful Spamsh ‘Steps-‘were
- gshadowed in grief and rage. It

than ‘ever we belleved what

we had writteni our friends. in ‘.
- Watts,. ' Now- .angry " young -

!. braves would be tearing our
‘cities apart. It would be black

Nnt &
Not . another * public -

L :“OK," he agreed,
‘sonally ‘think’ it’s -all a waste -
-.af time because any ' good

" leader, whom: we knew fairly

" well, and asked him please; .
ot to disrupt the meeting. We
“gaid ~ Charles Evers- risked

We went over tu the mihtant

) 'fff .-';'..*‘\M”' ’-‘“‘I“f-"‘ f\tﬁ,ﬁlgﬂh,f‘,

The young man ashed “Shouldn i he bc here'
Isn’t he late‘? 1 wonder why he hasn t'shouﬁn p ye

death from full-time. racists .

every ‘day ‘of his life ‘and had .

‘comea long way to plead "
e Bobbys cause. "‘Even if you :
don't “apree, he deserves. a
! respectful audience.” The lo--
- ‘cal ‘black leader nodded. He!
“could be difficult “but- some- "
- polite.and offered to bring an
* extra chair back for Louise’s

" times 1ot unreasonable.’- “i
‘Il peP_

. .tioned her, !'Be careful, you
- could hurt- yourself, It's pretty

" way “where they found the

BN 5,3 "a time of_ shame "
. and sorrow-. .. this mindless - - be cut down Sooner or later—
“menace of violence in Amer- — like Jack Kennedy and Med-"
“ica -which agaln 'stains our " “gar Evers and Brother Mal-

+, against. white, father against ” black man or any real friend
“of the black man.is going to -
“» nects with the Embassy. Room. "’

land .and every one of our

lives.” The quotés are from -
+Bob Kennedy’s address on the -

assassination of Dr.  King® « on
“the day after that ‘calamity.--
“ 1 Two. monthslater,” Sunday

¢ aﬂemoon. the second.of Junz ..
“found us on Central avenue," -

" the main ‘street of black and

- deprived South 'Los Angeles, -
& speakmg -at ‘a-Kennedy rally:

~ with Charles Evers, who had
picked up the standard. fallén -
. from -the hands of his’ mar-
“"tyred ‘brother in Mississippi. :
“:While Evers was on the plat- .
. form explaining his reasons -
" for supporting . Kennedy, say- "

..-’ ing  he belleved the _Senator -

-' genuine - democracy.
that Bob. Kennedy,
" who stood up for Medgar and
“for 'Martin and for all ‘the
'oppressed would be able to

“prayed -

that  President *Kennedy and
his brother and Marfin Luther

_King, ‘along with too many
“others murdered in the Seuth
_in recent years, all shared a . .
belief in the dignity of man -

- all the rest of the crowd. to
" see- Kennedy. ‘And he added,

and the eventual triumph. of .

And he

- was dressed prompted her to -

_why he hasn’t showh up yet.”’
_ With him, according to Louise

A2 L-v“ {‘_»; s

"s;.stage nd ]ookmg behmd the 3

curtains. | Loujse - had . once.

. worked " at’ ‘the”, Ambassador -

“‘and she knew where extra
" “chairs were-stacked, in & pas- -,
‘_sageway behind the stage to

<-the rear of the ballroom. The
- young man .accompanied her, -

‘the - _side corridor and cau-,
dark in there,” He was very

friend, Caroline. The passage- °

_chairs has- an, entrance :into
the ‘main lobby' and also con-

and the “pantry where Ken-

~ nedy was to meet his death
.- colm, But 1 can dig it, You go .= ‘
ahead. 'with ‘your ' mesting.
* . We'll pass out the l:terature in’ "
“ the parking lot.”” - .
. -“The_rally ended tensely it
peacefully Charles Evers said *

-two nights later. .
~The young man’ 's lmowledge
“of the area and the ‘way. he

ask him if he was an employe |

of the hotel rather -than "a’

:guest. He said no he was ju..t
a spectator-who had come like

“Shouldn’t  he be here by .
now? Isn’t he late? T wonder

and her friend, was _another -

.br;ng this' about thmuwh the"

“had a‘ ‘rare ™ and™ possibly
. unigue capaclty to break the "
““thains of . racism’ that - were «

1n the audience tor that

.lrally was  our - employee of
ise Lo

""" democratic process.’ - - e

" jnto’ - 'the _hall .

"‘hold.lng his. people * back, a -

black “militant leader: ‘came -
_with his -
‘“troops.”, We were concerned ¢
that he might try to break up
the meeting,” He had a stack ’

fol leaflets attacking Kennedy
~i‘aleng “with ~-Humphrey, . Mc- :;-
wnCart h v, Nixon—b]ue-eyed

" devils all. - C
. Our - Kennedy-l-:vers team’
had strong black support in':

. this .community and, with a “encountered --a S]l&hi,_ﬂﬂtk—-

‘- critical primary 'less than 48
hours away, ‘it geemed as if
- more  violence ' might erupt.

'nmjy years, P’Irs Louis
r.While we wera schieduled

speak at severa] other

gathenngs that . evening,

morning she said she had seen
‘ Bob “Kennedy,  in fact had
shaken hands with him twice,

.. in the famous Coconut Grove.

'But, she said, she also had

compleane__young.man who

worried her because he had
- been - wandeving around the:

. Louise went on to the Ambas- . -
- sador Hotel to attend a large -’
- reception. for Kennedy. Next -

swa ca: -a violin

case._ And he also asked—if
They lmow why Kennedy Was

keeping him from the hotel.

oth young men 'kept wander-
flng up en the stape and look-'
{ing behind the curtains,

Said Louise Carter as-she
described her misgivings to'
me ‘on the morning of June
© ard, “‘Later when I saw all
" those crowds around the sena-

" tor and trying to touch him,

“he seemed SO unpmtected—
and with so many angry peo-—

ple walking the strests these -
dﬂys, it just duebn't leok sm’e T

to m

relax and rest up for what we

He seemed to know his way to’ ;

“.young man, also slender and.. . % |

&

““late and if anything could be =+ =

‘_3
i
‘s

Cm Prlmary Election Day
'we passed the time trying to
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thuught ‘would be a long and /than vlcmry. tasting h@e cihers |
eventful evening It reminded 5 We tallied with' Pete Hamill * 4

A
1

“ \is of . the way boxers spend  about.it as we waited for. the.
¢ their days awaiting important - ~-n!ght to- begin, Pete ‘was a
“contests.- We turned on the - ‘Ramparts .man, " a Village
A ._radio. - The’ ‘television news. . Voicer, a- crony~of ‘Norman -
Called some 1nends who were ' Maller‘s.,a bmther-m—law and B
" on the fence. Called Kennedy “chum " 7 exheavywexght ‘
|
|
|

<-workers  to. try and. find out - champ Jose ‘Torres. Pete was
~how It was going. Around six. an Irishman and’ sometimes .
pmaPete ‘Hamill, the writer. fought like  one .and  often
: ‘came by ® with his _ younger " . wrote like one, like the best of
-;»-bmtber ~and ‘the’ “four- of’ us ‘his crazy*-and- talented.. clan_’ i
“drove. to the ‘Ambassador. . He was bitter: .about the. wars:
Yz The Embassy- Ballroom, had ;;and the state of the union and
“lean air of tentative’ gaiety. Not . the compost: heaps. that. we -
too fiany Had-arrived yet, but~ . like to call-“inner. cities,” but‘i :
ose-who came early were  this night . he was ‘happy" and:
uptimmtc. ‘Tn.a small roped-" hopeful and it/ may sound
off: " section - press . officers . .gorny but we . _raised: paper.f
" Plerre - Salinger ' and. Frank tups to a better world. *':". -
- Mankiewicz ' were wurklng ‘We ‘were joined by | Wamn.
.at " their desks, taking -~ quick - Rngers, of \LOOK™ Magaztne.,
;=" ... phone calls ‘and jotting .down .7 who -had. been ‘on  the-cam-
{* ©: +*'m e‘aningful hlemglypmcs ‘paign _trail ‘with Bob- and who 1.
%.: -7 Both “thought it looked good ™ shared our leellng :that "he '~
., 7 Bob, “mentioning percem— i3 was - the most misunderstood
'~ ages. that turned out to be  man in American life. We had *
slightly opdmisuc “South Da- never found him ruthless. cold'=
~ kota is-in and .bigger. than ' “and calculatmg. ‘on the con-:
: expected." Frank told us. His -~ trary’_we knew _him to be 1
4

.. . father, the 'gifted writer of < ‘warm, “humorous and intense- "
i “Citizen Kane,” had worked': ly human. “T know. he. attracts'
T my..old man and we re-. - some of those pecople around
‘membered Frank as a child- him because of who. he is,"
“editor putting out a surpris- - Warren had. said. “Butthe .
. ingly -~ .professional *  mimeo-" - truth is, he's fun to-be with: T
graphed newspaper with his feel—gmd—arnund “-him.” Fi]
s brother, ‘Don. If Bob' could '~That was the way his: friends
"% % “make- it to the White House it _ felt about him. ‘And.he had as’ -
Gt Y believed , that - Frank ,many nt “those - as he had-,
_‘, ~ would become his Pjerre. For . enemies. . = ~“ g
¥4, us _that was . a: comforting‘,, - The ballmomwasfill[ng up.
thuught Bnb knew where he .| now and returns, were. begin- -
“was going and Frank was an _ :ning to. ‘come in," S0, ‘we; de- >
’ "_“ ideal companion for.that jour- .cided to- B0 upstalrs to the
4 % ey, cool but” concemed aud Kennedy | suite.  There .we
* .+ brilliantly informed. - found a - kind of lmpmmptu’ !
Now the Embassy Ballroom . party in progress; one of those,
was - coming:“ to - life. Pretty ““Only . In. America’, -things. or -
S A7, girls-in “mini. skirts and Ken-  mayhe only. ina’ Kennedy,
& 'nedy .skimmers, . .Earnest  ‘America::" antmnaut .~ John-~
4+ {young men from the -New . Glenn,  Olympic’ champmn.
‘Left. Middle-aged doctors ‘and - Rafer - Juhnsun, ~the Mllmr
~.lawyers ‘'and- -their socially- —_Berles,. film dlrector John
i‘mmded wives. The liberals. A " Frankenheimer,' Cha. Tl es
" . Iot.of black people. A smatter-~ - Evers and John Lewis, oné- of
" ing "_of " . Demacratic - pros, - *‘the original leaders of- SNCC;’
Everybody _was friendly, very * Mexican organizers of - the 3, .‘
S Liups sme!lmg victory but more - Huelga, against the :




Unruh urged us to restst the temptatwn to srrangle' i
the assassm. “We don 4 want to have another Dallas” el ST
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'black - militants;

-weaved .
' bunched at the one small bar., )

\l

“bedroom and the suite across,,_. My wife Geraldine asked if'-

cmmmud trum Il'lwiuul page

Erowers. Sharing a couch with
Glenn, a Catholic priest, a
Democratic office holder, a
local black leader and a Hol-
Tywood g!amor glrl was Ethel
Kennedy.

Star athletes, natiunal he-
roes, liberal politicians, movie -
stars, writers, strike leaders, -
from the
mansions of Beverly Hills, the
playing fields, the vineyards,
the ghettos. “This gathering is *
not to be believed,” said Pete .

through ~the gronp
We watched Ethel watching’-

the TV as her husband slowly
began to pull ahead of his

et gt
came to spenk outside our

" Douglass ' House . Writers®

-~ building. He was mobbed and
all but swallowed up in that -
.exuberant - crowd. _His black
.believers literally -hurt him .
- with_their love. And this -was

repeated in . white communi- .
““ties, in suburbs, and in shanty- -

* towns. No one else in America.’

~was . generating- that . kind of

' magnetism.. But as we had:

rival. “'And T'll bet our’ Chi=, ©=
“* tivities,” we were standing on '_

cago vote isn't counted yet!"

said a Me:dcan—Amerlcan cov- -

ered with  'Kennedy :and
“Huelga®” buttons. “My -peo--’

“ ple, they vote a hundred per-"

cent.” This furned out to be.-

the most accurate prediction | --_

in a night no one could have *
predicted - except, a ' non-

descript young man. who was -

downstairs, in the area of the’
campaign  reception ' rooms,
having himseélf a drink or_two

before going. back ww%l?
to get a lethal little gun™w

-.sir.m. Escaping for a few, min-

“learned to our sorrow iwo .

_ Shortly after 11 o'clock CBS-
'I'V announced that Bob had
. won a close but clean-cut deci-

« utes from the mounting fes-

‘a balcony with NBC. commen- -

‘tator Sandy Vanocur, chiding’ "

. him -lightly for his network’s
2l refusal to concede. Sandy was
.'a proud competitor and a per-" "
sonal friend of Bob's; but_net-"'

‘work officialdom had set up a

» curtain of caution - between

him and what he had hoped "

would “be the first interview -~
‘. with - the winner.

. We" were"
‘talking about Bob, and what
~we ‘thought he could do tt:nI

“bind up the grievous. ~wounds -

which he had been practicing i that’ were bleeding the coun- .

for days. -
Five ﬂonrs above that mys-

terious youth unnoticed in the -

crowd, our  candidate ‘wan- |

_ joined us to say' that Bob had .
asl'ed him to find me—he had ~

dered qu:etly ‘between “ his - alone for a couple of minutes. -

the corridor where colleagues._

+'she’ might come along; it-'was

\They did a terrific job 'l‘ r-

“about our Workshop in Watts.

-and asked wbat 1 would say lf [
T were in his place. I realized

" he had talked to Sorenson and -

¢ 'Schlesinger and others better
qualified than I, but, as I had’
.done with him en some other,
- occasions, T plunged in any-. -
C way:-
- four_or five: points, you know
: who they are, the—"""

“Well, if the margin is

* He stopped me with a sluw
* grin. “I know, you're going to

,r_.-give me the thing about the
- months earlier, to the day, a a

‘Hamill ‘ag he bobhed and * magnel for love- is also a

; magnet for hate,- - =

blsck vote and the Chicano

.“The Chicano ls llke 99
" point nine and I. hear South.

" Los Angeles is 85 per cent.”-
- A lot of black friends will 3c

iie on the platform with me. I*
think Walter (Sheridan, a long-

“time aide all the way back to

. Senate * Racket: . Committee
‘days) is asking Cesar Chavez. -

riﬁc AL
" We talked for a few minutes

* Bob had come twice, had met

‘the writers, had read’ their .

" anthology and now he said
again that he_ thought we had

" touched @ nerve—not just me-"

s

try | 'when ~Warren Rogers ‘:

“had to say and how, well they
_ said_he'd like to" tall to-me *_could say it. Bob said he was

“chanical skill centers ‘and on-

_, the-job " training, but cultural
projects for people | in ghettos
- all- over the country  who had.

been bottled up too long and -
were proving how much they <

" interested in a suggestion we
had made to a Senate -Sub- ¢
Committee on which he

and well-wishers were gath— *' a moment she wuuh:l like 0’ _» gy yed—of an~Arts- Corps, a_.

ered. “How we doing?” As he -
stood in the duorwaynmth a
wan smile,. his face reflected
the tough* campaign—from =

rememher S
"'In_a modest bedronm vnth
twm beds Bob was sitting on

i the flgor in a corner, with his -

New  England . to Southern '_

California, that ~country . of ,

" knees drawn up, a favarlte
~position that reminded us of

angels and screwballs where . " visits both to his home and his

the political pendulum swings office. He was- smaldng 2
‘“small, slender cigar, the first ;

easily from. Socialist Upton

Sinclair to ultra-ﬂghﬁst Ron- “ time we had ever seem him
‘s0. He seemed markedly less .'

nie Reagan, - ..
For Bob Kermedy lt had

. been a campaign .physically -
"far more demanding than for .

the others, because their fol- +

lowers had no compulsion to congratul

touch their” man, kiss him,*

< jubilant than the rest of us.

% kind of updated: Federal The-

ater” and . Federal - Writers’®
iject fitted to the needs of *
. Watts, = Hough,  Bedford-
. Stuyvesant. - (Maybe  this:
. sounds like crazy liberal talk

-«a few minutes before going

duwnmthankthevotersol’

" California for sending him to ~ ..
do ‘' Chicago . to ~ unseat. -Hubert. *.
“Horatio, ‘but  we have- ‘been *

feeling an ubligntlon to put it "’

- More tired, undoubtedly. And all down as we remember it,

with so much more to do-

Geraldine and 1 offered our hy

‘crazy-quilt State of California..

hug him, share him, We had “ He said he was going down to

seen ‘it in Watts when he * the ballroom in a little, while Daddy

i1% » just as we would dearly love

- to-.know -what Lincoln had

ations on winning the - ~been saying in hla box at the

Fnrd Theater.).
" .Speaker Jesse Urlruh "Big

*Fn

AT
wioei

i ol. Cal;lomia Demo-‘ g



-y ) hu.v

_«;..‘... B e

crats _came over tu suggest'

that it was time to go down.
Ever-practical ~ Jesse - was
probably rhinkmg that it was
. nearing” midnight  and

-Bob should be seen on TV in”

“his " winning pua-ture by as
~many . “people . ‘as® possible. -

across the country. Bob rose’

o “his feet slowly. There:was
“ no_ elation in_ him, certainly

" none of the ‘cocliness™ attrib-

5% uted to him by detractors. He
: seamed thoughtful, concerned,
' “iperhaps a trifle subdued. He
..said he'd like to pursue the
_Arts Corps _idea.' ‘He. said,
“Stick - -around, - let's ( talk ‘"
~later.”” T asked him where He

Ll‘

room he ‘would. 'come to a
~‘smaller - room, _the.  Colonial

. *Room, off the pantry. He said

T ml?""‘“’ “ﬁﬂ!ﬁwzui A"ﬂ

g

that -
- ridor where he was immedi-

" said after the talk in the main

our uther

“he "wasn't going to hold any .|

'formal press  conference. but

* would like to-see some of his -
parﬂcular press -friends there..

. Later," work . done’ for the -
night, a private party would

“ move on o celebrate at- The.

- Factory. .
‘Then Boh asked me. 1: I §

would like to accompany him

‘and Jesse Unruh to the plat-
- form. 1 said I didn’t want to

-

PELATN, TG ‘f

mumal friends-

"“The brothers and Chicanos,”

T said. He nodded and smiled
Then Warren joined us and.

we followed Bob into the cor-'

ately swallowed up in a crowd '
of well-wishers and. television .
cameras,  waiting to accom-~
* pany the victor:on his way

“down to the ballroom, -

In the Colonial Room about
20 of us were waiting for the
“senator.” We watched the pre-
_liminaries on television as he

_was getting ready to come to =

the microphone. It was a fes-
“tive - moment and | Warre
‘thought we should all. have
.drinks in our hands’ to . toast -
“ the cccasion. He was, gone .a’
few minuies and when.he re-

“intoxication,” as his team ot

g . gifted defense counsel would.

_"have had the jury believe? Or,

.__aware that the senator -had |

taken ‘a’ similar routé through |
" the pantry when both tracker. |
+and, tracked had been in the .

.-hotel ‘two nights* ‘before, had i

* the, assassln sequestered him- |
selfinmatpann'ysothathe
- could gun down his unsuspect- |
~ingtarget, as he had. prom-

"_'-'ised in ‘his. notebnoks S YKen- -
. nedy must- “fall ,-. . Kennedy

. must’ dle P Kennedy must

w2 We'all watched Bob's neat. |
brief “Thank you—and on-to, |
., Chicago” - speech ~and__then, '
. anticipating ... his: «amval .
. through - that “back passage- |

turned with the highballs it -way, move closer to the pan- |

‘was also with the information -
* that - Bob - would shortcut

thirough the servin, antry -
“that divided our smaller room .

from the ballraom. For some =7 Watts. A few yards behind us

- reason this fact went  unre-

"ported in national magazines.

i look as if T were taking bows

o

mysell .into the picture. Ger;

aldine and I would wait in the.

_‘Colonial Room and see him’

< later wur.h Warren Rugers and search of cnflee w cure, hJs

. with the winner and pushing.

nor. was it revealed in the *
Sirhan Trial which we attend- =
_ed in morbid fascination and.‘
/at-times, dismay.
To this layman ' mind il:
seems as if it may have had.

some bearing on the crucjal -

"'subject of premeditation, Did’
Sirhan simply stumble b]!ndly
into "the ‘serving *pantry in -

- try doors, “We" includes Pete
" Hamill and Booker Griffin, a |
- local black “journalist- I had

<known from: the early years in -

..were Warren Rogers nud Ger~ {
; aldine,

We heard ﬁ couple f those 7
‘flrecracker _pops” —and® the .

mng We Tall

_ran_into_ the pantry. A scene

ouf : of—what? -~ Television?

.Thls ‘was a different kind of

vmlence Shukespeare? There
_was no - poelry, ho soaring
“rhetoric to mitigate. the blood.
And_ the blood was.not red
'p'nnt later to be wsushed off in

cnﬂm nn aext page



| Continued from pravious page /. . T oc o Uil e et UL g S BB e
Irhe  dressing | room, . *This & standlng onabox? <0107 litle Cdrunk [ was, ™ In  here
llmindless menace of violence_ “ “The  small. assassin was"  drinking' coffee and trying to

which again stains our land,"" chargmg forward in our direc-—‘ - sober up.”. Yet that was to be
Kennedy _had . described _it" -, tion, a quarterback sneak.with * the story we would “hear: from
when it struck down Dr.. ‘King~"""a pistol instead of a ball and - Sirhan: so drink was be from

i~ Amidst the screaming and . 'people were grabbing for him,_ ““two or- three. Tom" Collinses \
the pushing and the Oh-my-. . “Get’im! Get 'im! STOP the " “purchased at one of the other | WH
' Gods! ‘Bob had taken a few’ . . sonofabitchl” = _With "~ others; " candidate’s recepti

i steps forward' 'and then "had - armmd me I"made a lunge for . 'r'that he -was in ‘an_ eleohoilc
"fallen back on the-cold stohe -, him.- He ‘was being  pulled, - stupor, unaware, of where he
! floor, Pete Hamill was direct-* tugged _cufied.  “Everybody '~ was or 'even that he: had -
ly in front_of me and partly” _ ‘screaming. Cursing. =< “." 7 squeezed the trigger:-when he
Dblocking my view so his de--~ |+ A short, ‘brown employe ran ‘emptied his ’ revolver, firing ~-
,-scription is clearer. than mine, i - “into Bob Kennedy at poim-
|firms what he  saw:’ "'rhe - =iy butmss the “aleohollc
| sonofabitch -~ was - s’ggr_@‘g—f

tl%r_%ﬂgne,mj_mm FoRg
“and his arm extended ustlike-

he had served the. delendant
in his cell, six ounces of gin in |

"counler and- shaklng hands,
. thirty- seconds 'ago, and that
little bastard, he's been hang-
"ing around in here for, almost
[terror,  Tage:" '_ an~hour," asking “‘us “if we
Sonuvabitchl " s UHe's igot a thought the senator was com-:
|.gunl - He's" shootingl" - Shots /= ing" through.” . He rattled on,

went .. poj op ‘and now . . repeating himself_ as all of us
Wﬁ—% were nut '_were doing. ‘A lunatic Babel of

 loons they. sounded lauder

Sirhan “went berserk."” Such
are the wonders of modern e
,aw, ‘all dolled up- ‘with foren-
< sic- psychiatrists and. their al-.
‘.cohol-lnduced ‘medical ' tests!

«"g5- a psychmtrist he makes a

People were msponding m ﬁut here is the difference_, - helluva’ ‘bartender! One-and-a- .
conflicting, ways—some mov-_.+. ‘between the actual event and °. * half ounces per .drink is like.
“ing back to escape the explo- ~ 'the tamed and ordered replay- * _the good old days. Those high-
sive possibilities, others mov- - " ing-of it at the trial hall a -  balls we were drinking at the
,ing in on .the author of the- . year later. The same Mexican_ . Ambassador, we” were _lucky’
{‘crime; ~ an". obscene ‘human o * busboy who ran over to me in" "to be getting mree-quarters of
' traffic jam, The Gun was an- .~ that fifst minute is on- the a.nonnce."‘ ; 5
undersized man- dressed  in - stand, composed and natura!ly -
| slacks and sports ‘shirt; Iooks < im' awe of the proceedlngs
. Mexican ‘was, our first impres-> ;.
I'sion, but we remember think- . defendant. in

some time beiura the shoot-

ing in the midst of ‘mayhem, Y
| must be some crazy Mexican ing. Yes, 'the 'defendant had. ,"periad tlmn 18 minutes: as-the *
"to shaot Bobby, Bobby would " asked -several times if. Ken- "~ young" “killer ‘wandered~ from ¢*
\.die for, Chavez and his grapes: nedy would ‘be mming . Toom . to. room, talking with
pickers, (Christ, maybe he.is | through ; “" many. people and offering-10-= =y
 dying for Chavez, . - “.- 4 You see, this ls one reason - _ buy-them drinks _before going
* Bob 'was, lying on his back & Sirhan trial is profoundly. . back for his gun and: station- ey
: flawed. The busboy is telling s jng himself in the pantry.: i
the truth, hut it_no longer has_ ‘But. to pick up the tlmd of ki
; . o : the impact and the passion”of " our’ narrative on the night aof 5§
! seemed strange and forebod- . the truth he had blurted out to '. - June 4, the surest hands that
ing, and his lips were mo\rmg .+ us,. while' Bobh > Kennedy was® “‘grabbed .the assailant be-
but ‘Pete, Booker and this wit-~ stl]l lying there beginning to ', Jonged to . Rosey Grier, the
fiess were not close enough to - - die  from- those long-range, - ‘giant _ex-linesman: for - the
‘hear. T was vaguely aware of = hollow-nosed bullets, the most” ! Rams, and Rafer Johnsnn. our .. . i
, Geraldine and Warren Rogers ' lethal type of ammunition that ~decathlon champion, aided by | - 7
,near my right shoulder. Jim- _ can be used in that .22, ‘“George Plimpton, 'the cele-
'my :Breslin, - the New _ York- - Still, it was interesting that brated ‘mock-athlete who now
columnist, - seemed a  foot - this witness did not say to us - found himself part of an im- " ‘
“higher _than everybody else, -~ in that first, impressionable . promptu but eifective ama- =" -
‘against the left wall? Was he " ‘outburst, “I wonder who that . teur police. As for the actual. * 7
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sénietimes too much in’

-now__they - were

¥ esa lhan [
. on-the-spot. . i
) seemed a nerve-wracldng
eternity:. that 'Rosey,  Rafey,
George and ‘others' held. their -
_ slight, . wiry * prisoner 'on. the .
| metal; sarvlng table while Bob -
lay on’the floor holding beads
a young AIrishman had: offered’
him—nat a priest, as reported

ies-

and finally a doctor, but they-

andynqng T ustlce Department,

Ta i the  “credit -of ~ “Big |
‘resist the temptation to stran-"
i #._gle or .Stomp - the -assassin. |
“We dant ‘want a.nothar Dal—-
135.” And the black superstars
also displayed. supréme cool in
_pinnlng the. pint-sized gunman-
" without " seriously.” injurmg
' him.'So a group of reporte.rs,
Lthls one' included, had an op-"
[ portunity. to - oﬁsem S:rhan
0 P for nearly half an hour,, Like '
f " the bushoys who had seen. him -

Atl‘.hetrial George Pn’mp-
. ton: was to- testify” that _the:
K defendant  looked * “purged”.
. George Is a friend of ours, but
f wamustsayhewasﬁ:durgmg
/' in a literary conceit, in flossy -

subjectlvism to use 'purged," :

anle lnssla

B : 'n" % i’-_:.

Lér

next day. There was’a priest ‘,‘

came later, after Steve Smith

o tepeatéd appeals’ ‘from the,
' platform in the now hystertcal g
atmosphere of the Ballroom. 4,

- Daddy” Unruh, he urged us to .

g el
AR e

< "what be Bk iout ;s

.Plimpton. was shaking visibly.

- "tow . many have to.go, how:

-“‘many more;. how’ many? wsu ;

it ever stop?" Next to him a*
Jf young black man we had seen
earlier in the Ballrgom: “You
‘ gaw .him: Was he black?. Oh

. T'couldn't bear it If a

jvu
.

-_.Ipplnes . “Because he was
one’ of us" ‘the young man

" man with a white skin."

An hour . passad. Plimpto'n.-, i
still shaklng, went to the hos-

together for warmth. ‘Friends |
kneaded Rosey’s ‘moose-like .
"neck ‘and ‘shoulders. in an ef-
o fort not so' much to relieve his";
“-agony, ‘ag to express silent
 futile sympathy After he had
‘been subbing for perhaps two’

.hnurs. he. rose, swayed hac;k

a.ud forth .and I:pen l'el.l _back

rmght be having' a heart at-
ack: A ma.n mountaln on. the
N uutslde. a warm, emotional hu-
" man heing within able tntake
; 280-pound linesmen apart -on
"the playing field, he had been
undone by a 110‘pounder with
a gun that looked like a cap

:' sallow, maybe from the Phil-

It was as if he were sobbmg
 for all of us. And while Rosey =,
sobbed unconitrollably,” George' i

itting near the bed with his
hzadinhzshands Charles .| ./
_;-Evem was moaning, “Oh God,

esaldhe'

. said, barely hearing. A black | n

_'-.pA
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embraced in building his elab-+.
" orate case that his client was.
¢ .. im &  trance, having “pro- .-

* grammed” * himself - through
., ~ metaphysical Rosicruclan ex-
ercises to ’ execute the ‘crime’
_‘-:whﬂe _mysteriously. unaware

: +To' the “rest: of us, ' Sirhan
1 ‘his eyes "darting; frightened

5,7::“ ‘enforcers - and . Bobby - was
' rolled and.. bounced ' to 'the
" waiting ambul&nce a group of

gravitated ‘upstafrs  to < the '

. -been toasting: the. candidate’s -
"health less than an.hour he-
fore.” .-} AL G 8
50Tt was my i&ult " Rosey
23 <"Grier was' sobbing, ~<f shoutd
(" “have beem ln tront uf hxm ]

man with a hidden’ revulver?/

he slips “in , behind—""" But -
Rose¥r ‘was; too far: gone 'in .
‘grief. It is-hard to see'a man
-that 'big, ‘300 pounds ot fat:
.but big, crying. And not like-

' baby, iike a man who knows

m"'—
counsel Grant Cooper happily -

thathewas dGil]g.SO. LR '-.- )

: intense. but:hardly. “purged.” . =
- 0 bowed: almust to his lmees a

Fa - When Lhe pohce [ir;ally lﬂﬂx{]
i over from the volunteer law- .

- us followed himi'out and then .

% Kennedy suite where we had (ders " in 'American ' history,

It you're:in front, he moves to ' - la thera?
the side. If. yuu're at his sids, .}‘ Pis e

pistol; Eroas YT - ST

+Dr. Rnss Miller . appeamd
He was the black physician
' from Compton (near Watts).
whu had been one of. the first:
“%o0 answer the call for a docr.nr
- in the pantry. Rosey was all.

. right, he said, it was just the”

_strain. *“If ‘only I could have

' 'dark supptlcant for. martyrs

ltnesses rellow mourners,
too nmub~a.nd dispirited to go -
‘Home. And here, another unan-
swered question is provoked.:
"Maybe we - have seen too.

Jithe. spot. You remember the -
ling: * “Nobody »Ieave this .
~room," In this case, one: of
~the mas' ca.:zzstmphlc mur-

everyhody left Lﬁe Toom.

- porters,. who ‘had seen the

“seemed S5.0.P. for’ investiga.
tors to return. to the Kennedy
"suite and question. all'the peo-
re were a num-
-ber ‘who' ‘had been ~cldse
. enough to Sirhan to have been

.\.-able to_hear what he might .’

have said during these criticat

|2‘? minutes befare - Lhe\gg!ice-
Lam e'.said “very little, =

" been between that bullet and”™

looked -'simply - pinned-down, - - the. seniator,”” Rosey had been

. We stayed there.until dawn, .
Jtalking | with * ‘fellow. . eye- .

many crime movies where the
s case-hardened detective is on'

LT Upstau's were a dozen’ eyé- ‘
wil.nesses ‘many. of. them ‘re- |

buq; e ‘dxd speak'a lew sen-

" tences. Apparently he did say,
S did it. for my country.” ',
.Would it not have been better .
J' =—nay, essentiall—to get the -
* fresh and immeédiate observa-
‘tions of these eye-witnesses, -
. “instead ,of getting ‘around to ;
many or them ' months later .
when'memories. have l.u be i
reconstructed? - ' ;
“ Mayor Yorty likes to claim
that: Los Ange!es Police De- |
partment is: the most efficient
¢, police force this side of Scot-
+land Yard. ‘But: failure to inet
| spect Kennedy s own suite and- -
7 to _question the  circle . of -
Jrlends who stayed on there
. for hours after. ‘the u-aaedy
wuuld indicate that tha local
" force, while not sinking to the | *
fdeptlls of Dallas, hardly -de-
'serves an A rating for its °
pollce work in the Ambassa-
;" dor Hotel that night. Tiue, the ‘
computer at - headqrarters
rapidly traced -the murder,;
' weapon to Sirhan. Bashira Sir-
““han. But it is ‘alse true that
they did ‘not' ‘get. ‘around to
*.some key observers’ for many ~
. months, if ever.'Ner did the
~F.BL"A; . good. deal of . tellmg

P evldence.- somé’ ‘of " which

might have affec:ed the ‘very
nature of the case, was never

‘have its day in court, ©
; I'?&?. Nfzv_vsdav tnt.

Ly g ST
< NEXT WEEX—Budd 'Schul-'
‘berg recounts” some vivid im-
. ‘pressions - of ‘the Sirhan ‘trial |
* and- ;makes ‘a " revolutionary: '
proposal for dealmg ‘with the -
nging pnlitics of. assassma»-

e
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' murder trial for .a Lns Au-

| one to cover. beeause itywas

emn ( California crime of pas-
. 'sion,” a_ sob _sister’s’ - de]ight

_Case,”” the, tnal of - the: .assas:
,.sin_of, Bobby Kennedy was - - their’ ‘shoes,  nor. are ~bras‘ 1 between the press. section and

‘reported.< with sécond-sectio

" trial” for q murder “we' haﬂ;; concealedweapon, no. ti,ny re-

T T T T e

Slrban nnrrounded by his defense battcry (!rnm left) Russell Pa.ranns. Ermle Zola .
Bemm and Grant B—Cooper i3 A i f

uprop :7;' ) ;
wuness "ta bothnRF K’s murder ‘and the htlfer's' gl

#L

P pennies Werg rdetected for=:
everything l’rum your pockets. ‘gotten’ in..a small- inside_flap
geles paper, a typical South- - Bvery :pen, pencil slip” of + within.‘a lar_ger ‘side pocket.
'paper. - coins, - - paper.. clips ‘,Not even.a. newspaper is ad- ¥
‘Then you Jean forward on a. missible, The jury is not to =~
Compared 1o the . screaming - table ‘while young officers feel ‘éxposed .to_the daily press = -
headlines of a **Black Dahlia™’ ; you_ carefully from neck to. “—although how - one . could .
or a -%Dr,  Finch: Murder s shae}ace (Lady teporters say:’ break through ‘the™ barrier of i
they even  have -to. remave - bailiffs - and plmncloth%men b Ty

sacrosanct to the distaff fuzz.) the jury box is a ‘problem for "
After the ' bndy ‘search “an . the ‘houdinis..* “'Perhaps’ they S
B 7 eanwemayrollournew-v_‘;_j
ong every 'inch” of . you. to apers .Into clubs' or spears - . -
make '/, scientifically :: certain and turn the decoruus trial
,that,you ‘are not carrying any to the chaos of Dallas." 3,
“After one runs the gamutof !
stateJtroopers “and Hall of - :
ustice security officers, the .

modesty. For us the»trla]-.n! &
Sirhan Sirhan was: “an %ﬁe

the first (a.nd ‘we 'pray th
last) time we were to attend a

' privileged few - permitted <t piécioué 11re'or"u.é‘.3}oungninn courtroom ilself— is rather an

| move through the ‘protective

Kennedy At one point in‘my, example, than the courtroom®
.in- Beverly Hills where my'. ' ",
_--.“’i'? went.on tr_i_a[rtor.,driﬂng PP

[ Assassination-of RFK." | Part One last

znne ;If; ‘is similar in size to b
the “‘courtoom ‘where" we as:-- .
"sisted one of our. young ‘Watts . 3
writers: charged with interfer- - "%
ing with' the arrest of an al- -
eged traffic offender. . AT |
“'With_ its'nine rows of seats
. for’ 65 spectators, this seems 3
an_ ordinary courtroom for a_
_routine trial; certainly not the -
cene of judgment for a crime
* that has -shaken the world and
‘has depnved ‘us of .our most

{ ¥k i ; of :
_berg's” “Eye-v/ltneas "Account:.” The
week was. devoted to the’ crime, it
backg-round ‘and “aftermath.  The con-l

' cluding article dedls with the trial, its -

" significance, .and. the' lessons it ma
< 1" teach us‘as how better o' cope ‘with

v the judgment ol pub!:c murdm

CDMIIWD‘ on page 12




R

The prosecution at the Sirhan trial: (standing from lcft) Lynn D, Compton. chief deputy dlstrict attorney; John E.

.1., |

e e

v l"“"'m‘1'u!~‘-rnf§-;$ T

Howard, investigation division chief; David N, Fitts, deputy district attorney; (su&ng, from left) Robert A. Hough-

ton, deputy pohce chief;

mous." is the way he put hls
refusal to go along' with Dr.
Diamond and other -members -,
of the Diminished Responsxbil-—
ity Club.

Whether you buy Diamond's
interpretation or .reject it-
(having observed Sirhan at
the time of the shooting, for

almost half an hour afterward * " times smirking Sirhan at his ,uldwomau-pawnbrokar he " in- -
" trial, watch him' chew at his -

and for many days on-the

witness stand and at the de- -
fense table, we

Dr. Pollack that he is lying)— .

ere is no doubt that thig ’

young man deserves a long,
hard, reflective look as the

‘ proto of a political assas~
. To say that he was™"pro-

grammed lilke a computer to
commit the assassination” is
merely a pew-fangled way of '

suggesting that Sirhan’s life -

pattern conditioned . him to.”
perpetrate grum which'
Dr. Frederic am; an, ex-

pert on violence, defines as ,

“the killing of someone big.”
To commit magnicide is to-
leap from obscurity as. John -.
Wilkes Booth leapt.from the ;
theater box of the murdered

Lincoln onto the stage. of. his- -

tory, as Lee Harvey Oswald.
forever linked his: name .to-
John F. Kennady s, as Sirhan .
Sirhan - has accnmpllshed
through Bob.

While Booth was a. proml-
nent actor he, was' pompletely
overshadowed by his famous
brother, Edwin, the. greatest

- American Hamlet of the cen- !
tury. A brooding sense of fail- "

ure shadows the political as-

sassin, a sense of personal
inadequacy he fights against -

with intellectual ‘ prétensions-'«

and a will to do something --

pivotal and great. Yes, I may
appear to be a failure, Wilkes

Harvey Sirhan cries oat, but - *

actually T am superior to you,
I know what is wrong with the '
world and how to- right it..
Take a neurosthenig who'feels

unable to cope with the world, -

give him a social cause, bet-
ter yet a lost or losing cause,
to identify with, let him in-
dulge grandiose dreams of

lieve with™

% young, ‘man ‘‘ouf oI
R g Irrltab!e, sell- absarbed

—"Jonged to 'rest: .

Evelle Younger. dwtnct attomcy. and Mass Byrne. U S. d:strlr.t attomey

changing the course of evmts

“ with a single act and you have Y

“the little man who today casts
such a lung shaﬂuw .on. our

 Jand,.. 3

Look at the pale, ‘tense, uﬁ--

" dersized, darting-eyed, quick- -

. tempered, sometimes cocky, “ his’own feelings. In advance :
some- % of ‘his- crime . he_ wglts ‘the:,  intensifies the climate of polit- .
jcal~violence that could de- !

‘tends to eliminate, to test his 5 stroy this Republic, he speaks
+ ability to carry’ it through At .~

-sometimes  morose,

nm[s bite .at -his "thumb, sip:
* water. nervously and almest
constantly from a paper cup, ...
scan the. crowd with his defl
ant, restless, inne[llgent eyes
or blatantly try to flirt with -
- ‘the +- occasional .

. ‘woman who enters the court- '

‘“another prototype,” Raskolni- -
_ kov, in that classic on “intel- -

“lectual murder " "Crime and
Punishment e

~ ¥Yes, there in Slrhan‘s p]ace
ln this- unprepo:

‘Toom ‘we see / asknlnikoy_' a

lymg in his den “thinking .
i'of Jack the Giant-Killer.” Un-

: able to cope with his day-to-

day --problems, Rask_ulm!mv

mkes refuge in the deed he is °
planning to commit and that -

.m0 one ‘who now spurns him -

s wou_d dream he 'is capable of
Fierd commnttmg Like QOswald and
*_Sirhan, Raskolnikov is a loner, |

‘ot used to crowds, but as he -

bt begms tu prepare himself for %
_“his. erime;-Dostoyevsky's anti-

hero feels **a desire to be with -
other people )%

centrated wretchedness - a.nd
gloomy excmemnt that' he -
' 7in some
“other ‘world<+. &,

“to have a few  drinks with
people he. does not know..Not ..
- unlike Sirhan' Sirhan’. mingling
*. with strangers at the Hotel,
Ambassador. Troubled; bitter, !
tonchy, self- u:nportant

dreaming of gmassing a fors

tune as ‘well as taking a life, |
Sirhan is Raskolnikov with an

s b

ng-court-..

& gars .

overlay af Pal&sﬁnian-hrab

resentmenl and enw of the

. Jews.” Pt g

= We find - other elements ‘of

" what we call 'IM%

ougles: . Sctms Raktsy
likes to

experiment with

the same time that he' plans.
‘to commit. a . brutal . murder-

_ resistance . to - cruelty He .

- contemplates if he is 5o upse
/by the vision of viol-ce. Si

" ‘han was similarly haunted by."

- memories of brutality and hts
playmates - descrlbed him 'as.i
hypersensitive. :

-Raskoinikov gg;] S;rhun are - ‘snatched  power . for X
~ both arrogant and servile—we.  selves instead of inheriting it -
~who “pught to have been pun- .

have heard Sirhan at his trial,”
* punctuate polite answers ‘with
so many_*‘'sirs” ‘as ‘to make

“with .an’ ax, he has dredfns, 'y,
. that reﬂect ‘his sensitivity and. ..-was my theory stupider than
__Lothers that have swarmed and
J“attractive . dreams of a 'coarse peasantJ clashed from ‘the beginning of .~
- brutally beating: 'a_horse to'-." the world? .
- “room and you are reminded of - - death, and. when ‘he, wakes, . action. strike them as so hor- *
- horrified; he wonders ‘how he ="
“can carry out.the: deed he-

H mouth, ask me,
" me!” do we not hear Raskol-

-" Sirhan considers himself an .

“Dant put words in my
don't tell

nlknv doing his desperate best

" to hold at bay his prosecutor?

And finally, like Raskolnikov,.

idealist. _ Although his crime

from’ the witness stand as a
;man with no_ regrets. _ 2

“Heé might -, reason ;
Raskolhikov:

rible ...

.letter of the' law ;" Raskol-

_nikgv goes on,to justify_him- * *
*“self by thinking -of the many - .-
= “penefactors of mankind who_

them-

ished ‘at their. first steps. But

. those “men succeeded and s0

them ludicrously. embroidered.’ , they, were right, and I didn’t,

at the judge;

arrogant of Raskohﬂkovs. that '

*'he.is-guilty! that he wants to.
plead puilty to murder in the -

fire_all of his lawyers . and
. +handle his own,_ case! that he

"ber!—and Judge Walker ‘i

wants to 0 ‘to-the gas cham-‘

Even when'Sirhan is shoutingﬂ _and so I had no right to hava‘. kS
‘like the 'most * taken that first step.” =
Cross-examined- on the wit-

S ith
“In what way __ *

. Why does my .

because it was-a -
crimg “the letter -of the law .
was’-broken .and blood was .=
“shed. .Well, punish me for the

. ness stand,%’;ll)was asked - .
. it he regretied what he had .

_ first degree! ‘that he wants to done.’ His answer was -No. '

“photogra- -~

- pher’s flashbulbs” and hotel

_mirrors ‘and, . election-night |

“drinks and all the rest of that -

There were no

a thirst for =
~company..He was so weary ..
- after a whole month of .con- .

“In . this .’
. spirit he is drawn to a tavern, -
‘an unlikely refuge for him and %

s _ presses”. his ‘contempt ‘for the .
‘and »"old pawnbroker who is unfor-.

~ sides, ‘even at the height of

 this - scene ‘_E_g_s._om_nl.
Sirhan -does: not’

Daostoyevs

- derline his-furies. -\ i e .arrogant voite of Raskolnikov,’
Sirhan assails from the wit-. * he’ was not exactly pro

"fess stand “the gnddamn #either.

Jews. -and Raskolnikov ' ex-:-~ We may learn more about

from Dostoyevsky than from
-tunately the world’s first im- "' the squad of defense psychia-
. age of the Jew. When Sirhan trists who come to court at
snarls at his - prusecumr, " the 'bidding: of the defense

H ok e A Continued on page 29

shouting back at' him tosit < elaborate psycho-metaphysical "~
“down and - shut. up-or: a' gag-, theory for sending him into a . |
*, will. be placed inhis ‘mouth . trance now. Stone sober and
‘and his hands strapped to his . mentally “alert, he told us he <
. did not regret having assassi-

‘nated Robert F. Kennedy.

_Well, then was he proud of it? .*
rget the courtesies that un-" " No, Sirhan. ‘said, in the servile- -

of it, -

* the-clutter of Sirhan's mind -

« i
R AR S LS N, P

3

P



e qagsl,lmﬁ,._- mechamcalty .._the

_‘cerned but impartial &tudent
of the disarranged mind- of = our , Eumpean critics . and - that it “would appeal and had

" person .of .a young d;splaced

IL_MP_EM“E—_H&
proper national perspective.
splie -

e @A e PRCRRT DRIt ©nes good uedicase. T Lven

Tur LOsLoyevs! j wus a con-, "Pﬂmh's .inm ther an Big- =before Sirhans conviction, his
; Consplracy bag, as do most of ‘ defense staff had indicated

Raskolnikov. Psychiatrists_in 'nearly. all_our’ black. friends.” ..confided ‘to some ' reporters
the Sirhan _trial “must take s iBut clearly, as they .said.'in_ sthat the Goedecke case was a
“positions,” must’ testify that | ‘Hamlet something is rotten in 7 reassuring precedent yik
he is truly suffering from’ "re-'.‘ the “Denmark -of.  our_ soul. But,~we argue, as terrible
trograde amnesia” or from. . Mexico is -thought of as a - as it is, the Goedecke case
types of pari.[r:ma that prevent" ;violent. ls,nd but 40 yea.rs_ha‘ involves a crime .passionale.
him_either
or understanding his “act; - or.’ “of a* Mexican president.. The ~ \Tifying but intensely personal.
they ‘must- testify, for the pros- ' French are.a volatile. people - It has nothing to do with poli-
ecution that ke is  paranoid ! who like.to emotionalize their “‘tics! But the murder of the
but aware of what he planned '~ politics, but no Frenth presi- Kennedys, of Evers and of
and executed in other words "dent_has been assassinated in : King,~has only. 'to do with
]ylng

‘Being ‘a' great novelist an
alsor under no, pressure to
twist a profesmcma.l observa-
tion into a legal:position that
will strengthen or weaken a_
courtroom . [

prime ministers have not been . Sirhan case does uot belong to
<removed except by non-violent, " California. 1t happened to
. decision since :18127 ‘take  place there, but ‘Bob
Yet we find it already tragi- 7 Keanedy could have been
] o .y murdered in "any state where
5 nt;" edy’s life is in dan-. - Someone took violent excep-
DW" ~per and that il he; should run- tion o= s _me“-‘ﬂspect‘ol' his
%Wm__umﬁf - +for or achieye the. Presideticy’ i 05013113' Similarly
asko eels ‘as if he s"’ hetoo will-fall. a_victim, to’.S :.
magnicide like his.. martyned killed
hls crime and t.heré is some- bmthers We . have not, ‘met
thing - dreamlike about:. his-; :J iqhu
ability to-.act sq brutally, yet -
at the same time he' is suffi pmhensicm
ciently - aware "to“-realize’ he - 0th
must d]ssemble, ‘must’ try. toi- Uy
‘hide his actions and’ his’ trie. “this ‘land mady o cut dom'l :
nature' from' the investigative ~the iea;iers with wham they—
light of his prosecutor,’ In the 7;
interest of scientific and emo- . to; litic: msagree “This _
tional - truth,--Dostoyevsky *is ]s@zﬁ: murdersqnd it would 3 . -
“able” to “touch’ both" bases ‘at . seeni-to-demand”a different’ "~
once. So could courtroom psy:- < kind of trial, on a higher lev-
chiatrists if they were ot to". “eTtman that we' prescribe for 7
ersonal- ot private murder,
ir’han, Jfor’ example “is being:‘.
 tried by the sanie, legal ma-
1Lnery and ‘state:laws
-.A'young man called { oedecke '-
- who' slipped - away Bm‘{
he court hurch' service aJew yearss:
room day after. day morbidly-aga . to"-murder  his mothar,
fascinated, by our |mpressmn father _sister and. brother. He
tof. Ragkolnikov re.mrn._d in the_‘ ,_Iriéd to clean the blood' stains -
rom- his clothes and to leave :
Arab burning with desire for- the house 'in - disorder_ that
political revenge, we begin 0 -‘would suggeést a robbery. Heo <
wonder if our.country” has dis- returned fo his home next day -
covered “the appropriate 'pro-t Swith a - -young lady,” appeared
-cedures’ for dealing with mag ocked ta discover, the bomeg
nicide “and -the, politics “of "as- d:< called - 'the . 'police; . It*-
sassination. - For, “while the:: seqmed o ﬂ;a prosecution,.*
irhan ~TFfat-shas not heen’ “ that his- nrime ‘was as; premed-e
abo violence or cupidi-. [itated ‘as- Sirhan’s, :but-a re."
1y like the Lee Harvey Oswald eent appeal to “the. SIEaIE«:an-ﬁi
and ‘James Earl Ray affairs preme. Court,  on the .basis of -
dimmlshed capacity. was _de- -,
2..,+.cided 52 in favor of the de=i”
deaths .of Lin- rendant One of the two: dls-
coln, -Garfield “and McKinley senhers was -~ Judge . Stanley "
and attempts-on the lives or’ Mosk, a dlsunguished Aliberal
Roosevelt -and - Truman,’ ,DJE_ ‘who '.decries " capital . punish-=-
country still is not- geared to > ment, "Buz *'~he. wrote-in his "'
u ge judge political _crime. 1t is " "you _cannot plead
time we were. We do not gu;lly ,by n:aqan o(;aschjzo.

_me in Missisalppl but” this
'*-lt was @ national crime, 1t is

“.Campalgn' to make that law

roles of experts for: the prose-
cuﬂon or for'the defensg 3
Unlortunately, __the Sirhan

s 0t 1

m remembering "= paased ‘since the violent death : < An; inter-family - crime. Hor- .

y: Byron de la Beck- .
With on the duorstep of Evers’ _

nearly 40’ years And . British,_.-politics., National. pnlidcs The =

s ot burdened wuh _thiszap-" ‘was np local matter. Clearly -

¥ the law. of our land that every
-citizen - js - entitled - to . vote. -
_Evers 'was leading a coura-’
“geous:. and . slowly . winning -

A




awoss‘n& amaﬂzaﬁo: should be’ E&m@& 3 a new 5:& &” mzﬁ:wﬁn Court... like ZE.mngm

n__.z____ln from !!ic- pags
more than an empty E.aBmﬁ.
ﬂ:ﬁu de la. Beckwith nm_wv»n_.

" ately blasted Evers from this
oE.E. he. was not_firing .at

. Evers: the man, he was ex- -

E.-%l_am a - political - opinion, -
nmnwunn “of* the Constitution’
. ._ . and the Federal Voting _.h%,

wnEmmuao_nmuanmﬁ :

« An assassination like mo ._m
anwﬂn._.m. or the Killing- QT
ts leader,'
" whose.

,..f. = truck was firebombed, or the -

“ gruesome triple lynching near

I-.l-\wll,
* Philadelphia, Miss,, -~ or__the :

murcer of Mrs, S&ﬂ@,

¢
4
M
7= near Selma, Ala,, or the as-
w sassinations * of Malcolm |
Y

tin Luther K King “are

“i.7 ders, national . murders and 3
- . they belong not to the individ-
t ., < ual states .where they have-

, taken place and where the ",

EE can cwoqam.u .

|.\f

“'doned or Em vomnm work is

“bungled or the Edmwnags.......
* staff and judges’ are often in-"

adequate—they “belong’ B.Em
- highest national court oE.

mnmﬁm ‘the - Constifs

. sideration- that political assas-

' sination be judged by a new .,._

“'kind of Supreme Court, a high
" tribunal - ‘like-
" helped set up at- zE.mH_um_.w

' to try major war. criminals |
“for their' crimes: against ‘hu-

manity.” A conventional state

.. trial with city prosecutors and
; litical firurders, public mur- ¢~ . local . jurors -is simply not.
3 4 . equipped to'take the measure -
» of: ua::nm_ EE.%E Ea na:..

A“. muﬁwanu

mqa soEa _~ Ee_.wv > mm%

oy AT R

el IR 4 K
Q._Bmm E.m ﬁdacnnnw con- .iba: n ?Q 9. m m_ of

; wumnmuﬂ w%o# on_ Civil. Di

Mn personal .ot public. Tt is not;

Slet us begin. At least we
SEx it deserves serious con-.

_“, H:un even acquainted with his’

‘the’ one = we -

able mnn
i citizans, such as deliver

otders, ﬁq_._E weigh' the” evi-
i dencé as to ﬂ_mm._mw a Bﬁnmu

such a complex matter to de-
{cide.” When the - murderer. is
victim, when 'there is neither
a personal nor a Euumﬁaw.
motive, when'the killer hasn't

m run amuck, firing into crowds'
{ and passing strangers, Srnn.._
instead the ' gun .has_ heen ..
vEan_ mn a wm< figurs whose ..

politics * are " manifestly “at,

variance with the views of the &

- 3 holder_ of the. gun,  then’ the-
“EE%SH should be’tried, in- .. 2

stead of being permitted to -
throw himself on the mercy of -

mﬁm limited Memphis machin-

‘ery. And now Sirhan, . .-

~In this EE_ -court, MmE._mH.‘

Y .o.umn&emuw appointed or insti-

. gists should Bﬂ_e

ologists “and * political ~scien-:" -, fornia law is not up'to it No|

». - state laws, lithited by the con-
=n B_._Emﬂ oE. no55 _.mm

or c< all n.:dm
0

cance of the Q._Em. Not only’
psychiatrists sycholo-

tists. Indeed, the rash of pub-

25 ﬂoEn be hidden behind what - -

tuted by the Supreme’ QEH...

..mEmBn far more seriously, as’ .m.
“well "as; the“ u&EEH signifi-:

¥}

t sock- . ©

AL

..,vu;.)\..... 4 e

:ﬁ fo it bQBABE m» _nmmn.
: Em ‘best of ~them,: hopefully -
i Eemna them, :?ﬁﬁa wish-to
. punish Ray and Sirhan physi-
cally, or:to take ‘a life for-a. .
Eo; What they want: .is “to
.. know * .everything - there., s to
wuas, -about” Eiﬁ

mnnm_.on E ‘the” .mﬁ émnmmﬁ
that: we néed as expert wil:,
nesses .mot cu_wécnaﬂ s_:.,
speak of 2552» and ‘schizo- -

phrenia but “students ‘of  the.

. E@EEPF
P T r_and o::nm_ €on-

UE creat-
_um, that E.mm:_ wo analyzed

E.E not - washed. dowri, ﬂﬂm

‘narrow your view: Oswald, de.
F Beckwith, Ray and mﬁsmﬂ
- are “hardly” am_".m&znan citi-
- zens, If they were being tried
~vin - California - for - personal
g muzder, you could build an
i argument for diminished re--
uvcum._uEQ in, each of “their ©
. cases; But ‘meanwhile the po-;
:an& impact. of ‘their acts

. -oust: there smu not_only ncu.

wu:.mnw but” a. aroﬁuEv effi-.
g ﬂmuﬁ EoEon ‘of conspiracy. '
+ Chances are, even a new trial;
“with Memphis. mﬁxﬁa ‘Tules
- -and state laws not peared o
" Headshrinker ' Curtain. No' am. - the_nature; of the E.Ea. will
@gﬂﬂ,ﬂssﬁ With - .not cut to, the_heart. o the.
.the” ranks jof the mentally’ - _ﬂmznu e

s&&« wounded EE%E& ? “ One of the 33»3..» AT

Em sirreverently. call ' The,.

messee and on Up to a special
unal ; comes - from «James.
_Eal“Ray himself.. In a letter
~to’ author:, EEEB uﬂm&_o_.n.
. - _ Huie, Ray’ expressed his.con. .
not to. Bmsnoﬂ " Tidence that he had little to,
atchez, is simoly not up'to a" | fear from a jury drawn from
“case of ‘this, BmmEEnp. nm:-. * the rolls of Shelby. GEEQ..
* Tenn.. becanse 70 per cent of ;
the voters of that connty had

: nmE of uaaanﬁ H_:dmﬂ re " voted ‘either “for’ Wallace or

|



Conlinued from pase 10

promising presidenifal candi-

date,
On__the right sits DBuck
(Compton, ‘capt=in of the pros-
ccution” team, an ex-foothall
star, a hero both in the Rose
‘Bowl and at the Battle of the
Bulge. Buck is a ruddy-faced”
rock of a man with a Spencer
‘Tracy stoop, in fact with a
Spencer Tracy no-nensense All-
American directness; _he. is
flanked by David Q“:ttv,. a
sophisticaied man whi 5ome-
times uses phrases and words

his witnesses do not L under.,
stand, and hy Johu(ﬂoward 4

barrel-chested and, ~— Iilte
Compton, sugeesting = square
and solid rather than cube
and complex,

. In the cpposite corner Wwe |
. lind one of those superstars
- that criminal law eénjoys—

Southern Cal's answer to Mel-
. vin Belli, Percy Foreman-and
Lee Bailay, - Grant Ceoper,y

'~ While the pmsecut!on"'p':a..
about its business with a kind

of stolid semi-theroughnass,
Grant .Cooper pives ‘a prize.
‘winning performance, | some-
how maraging te superimpose
Cary Grant on Gary Cooper.
Stylish, urbane, disingenuous,
sometimes primming at his
own cleverness, Grant Cooper -

creates an impressica of bhe-

| ing“in complete command of-

these procendings, ‘lite a cir-

cus magter dancing with the- -

. atrical elegance from ring to

ring. - . _
A dapper, - scena-stealing

I leading man is Grant Cooper
| 'with a star performsr’s love

Jof limelipht, During court e -

breath eor confer quietly with
- colleasues as - do  his less
flamboyant oppouznts, Grant
Cooper enjoys throwing him-
. sell into the whirlposl gques-
tioning of the press milling in
. the corridor outside the court-
rocIm.
Overshadowed  but . vr*ry
‘ much_a figure in his own is
CEmfle ‘Zola Berrndn; who flew
out from New York to join
forces with Cooper, and a
poetent team they make.
Berman, with tha bzak and
complexion -of - an- angvy,
featherless bird of prey, is
Jewish and understandahly

r cesses, rather than take the
| 15 or 20 minutes to catch his

touchy about attaching him-
salf to a case so inextricably
bound to the Arab cause.
There was one entire morsing
devoted to testimony from
Palesiinian Arabs daseribing
their forcible removal from
their homes in  Jerusalem,
suppesting how the displace-
ment and maltreatment conld
poisen and cripple the persea-
ality of a sensitive child like
Sirhan Sirhan. And 88 himself
had taken the stand to render
what amounted to a detaiiad-

‘lecture on the birth of Ziou-

ism and the complex diplo-
macy of the Middie East that
led to the emergence of Is-
rael. “Boy, am 1 going to |
catch hell in New York to- |
dayl"‘“Zouk"'Berman said to 7

& small group of repdrters at |
the noon'recess. -

Then why did Emiie Zrﬂa
take this caze? For the same
‘reason that he deiended criti-
~cal civil rights cases in Dixie,,
his champions fusist. Because
uripopular cases and causes
must be defended as spirited-
Iy as popular ones. In. this .

‘case, “Zosk’ Perman would '
explain, there is an added in-
centive: California has a naw
defense for murder more.
sophisticated than that of any
other "f’!*&dhmldlsbj{t_i _g_gg_ac—
m_mshz-:'! respmstbﬂ,ty. T
Califormia you do not have.to
be lo cgally insane to plead not
puilty because of incapacity to
premadiiate or maturely re-
flect an the contemiplated act.
You may know tha difference
batwazn right ‘ahd wrong and
silll, sccording . to recent des:
velopmenis in Califormia law,
he 'suffering’ from  defusion,
obsession, alegholism ™ -and
ether processes of mind over
‘matter that diminish ,your
capacity to make a malure
reflection in advance of your
erime: Therafore, you are not’
totally accountable ror your
acts.
"o What dimmh:'wj ca“;:"':lr
V- anics At e e erfun'."
te if mot efiminus
f 1 t. Capital |
pum’-n:’]‘ i is en ke ropesin

Californin. It may he swsporte
ed By a thin majority;, bot
evin 2 “'Let and Orda® ooy
ernor like Reagoa ian't rushe
ing any of the 85 inmates on
“cath - Tew™ o the gas
“chamiber, U vaters hesitate o
take. the fimal, ioovitabiz
pluzge aad do away vrith ones
cution,  dimninishad capeeiy
seams @ humans comprnnisa
And 50 it may be argued that
“Zook"” Perman has come to
the uid of Sirhan Sirhan in the
finest tradition of tha law, to
cefend the degpised ucd to |
test a foval legal concept of
Litmon feailty. .
Of courze, cynfes will tell
Jyou that Cooper and Herma
are not so mauch Galahads of
jurisprudence os they arve ma-
abashed publicity seciters and,
in the mold of Betii, Foreman
and Dailzy, not above turning
‘that sow’s 2rr of puiicity into
an eventual silk purse. Whils |
"the eutire defensn stafl as-.
serts it s working _ without
pay, individual mambare are
“candid ensugh to admit they
expect latar to reap the har-
vest they are now scwing with
the gxamlmus services. In-
dead a diagazine wiifer Jwas.
1 added 1o the_defoitse stalf T ior
the sol° wpnse ol parinitting
th pi:c[?;ive . interviews wiih
Sirhan in ks cell, o roiation-
ship that raised a whole row
of <yebrows in. the Pross
Boom.. If he is a legitimate
member of the press, col-
leagues argued, wounld he be |
allnwed ‘to publish his inter-
sview, Ca predlcmbly' sympa-
thetic ane, in a national mag-
azine while the trlal Is in

p il o
sl e Ll i il d i etk

progress? Can he serve two
masiers, the defease and the
public press? Was Judge Her
\L.,rt V. Walker, witiiin—his”
yiphits to gt an “exclusive”
to any single writer?

Said one established crime
reporter witih a ‘touch of
malice: . “This is  Judge
Walter’s last case before he
retires, Did you see that full
page pieture of him in Life?
Pzuple who can’t tell one Su-
preme Court Justice from an-
other can  describa Judge



Lt

Walker. AN that publicity,
raanl The human soul seems
ta crave it lite pregnont
women crave pickles,"”

Cn the ecradit sice Judge
Walkor showed a firm hand
when lawyers for the defonse
:‘n'i n'-.\tet.ufif.‘n

> 1wer-=plea ln:m‘u-

n u-. ‘.AIEEN Lot the de—
fondant  plead g nilty
in rvetewn for a reduced sen-
teace, as in the ahortive first
trial of James Earl Ray.
There was talk that the ad-
minlstratica would like to see
the Sirhan trial foreshortened
ta avaid the pelitical implica-
tions of the case in a period of
Middle . Eastarn  hyptarten-
simns. It was Jndge Walker’s
daclsion that the tiial must be
played to tha fast card, that fa
a casa of this mapgniiude the
public has a right lo know
‘Gverything there is- {0 learn
about a deed as injurious to
ke paticn’s  henith. 85, Was

yd [uncatl,
Said a local judpe, “sif the
record” at dinner the other
evening, “It was absolutely
ineradinle that the District At-
terney’s ofiice would consider
¢ a 'day a deal that
G o turned the Sirhan
case intu the kind ol {ravesty
of justice Judge Britls per--
mittad, even made himgelf a
party to, in Memphis."”

It was an insult to the his-
torical  stature  of ~ Martin™
T Kz that Juagé Bat-
ile, Percy Foreman and the
flemphis  District * Attorney
waere able to male . a deal
cepriving the: country of the
knuwledpe it hungers  for.
Congpiracy more foul than the
elaborate  mechanisins  of
Shakespeare hangs aver that
cold-blooded shooting in Mem-

phis. Who prompted the act?

Who put the rifle in Ray's
hands? Who  helped  him
escapa? Whe hid him and
staked him? Who are the
members of the uitderground
airline that passed him across
the Atlantic and through Eu-
rope until he was npprehended
by Seotland Yard on the very
duy Sirhan was identifiad, as_

—

iff n[r- Wwas suggesting Lhat the ¢
t'vo Un‘-‘\px“"lkdb!(" crimes were
inextricably bowid togeilier?
How are we to cope with “the
palities of assassination?" if we
must be forever confounded
by Dallas-type authorities, red-
reck  juries  that condone
racist murder, and the injudi- |

&mm -qb‘ e 'L-‘ 2 it 2L 20 e Tl AN

c:ous Judge Ba!tles of our ;
land? - e

1t these | qu&etlons sound
negative, .and -if ‘we_ seem to
pave strayed from our- ‘eye- -
~winms acconm ‘of ‘the Ken- J
- nedy assassination. ‘and “the °

$ Ctrial that followed, bear with, ©

+- usaswemasonnurwayto-
% ward some positive: if. revolu-

- “tionary . suggestions on how.to".

== close in on the infectious dls-n
_~ease of pnllnca] “murder,
e ‘In contrast -to- that " one—day
= wunder in. Memphjs ‘the Sir-" ¢

e ‘han trial consumed more than_

=, three months, THiS. washardly
“a race; to_ judgment.\Mﬂuonsv
of ‘words and_almost a-hun-
iy, dred - w{messes ' Sometimes .

-ﬁaportem dozed,’ along - with _

.. the Jjudge, and-news’ readers.

# grew weary. Unless‘there was -

a dramatic explosion, as when
“the Imt tempered Sirhan fired
~his. " atterneys ™ because’ they
Swere introducing evidence.re-'-
*flecting on his intelligence and
. emotional instab!lity (The old =
.diminished  capacity_ " trick,
laxwell- (Get) Smart wouid
call it), the. Sirhan case dis-
i, appeared into the back pages.
:Meanv{hile, ‘we-heard mount-
- ing puzzlement and: frustra-
*,. tion about this trial. When you
mld your. friends - you ™ had
spent the day in that barri-
‘x!:aded “courtroom, .the most
requent respense was,. “Isn't
‘it a_farce? After all, he ad-
~mits he did'it! Why should it
‘take 50 Iong to—" -

At issue was Wwhether Sirhan
was to be punished as a self-
‘propelled martyr to the Arab.-
cause or whether he was to be
tréated more leniently as a
-young man so emotionally dis- ~
- turbed, so mentally crippled
_:as to have been mcapable of
“premeditation. | 2
Thus it becomes a c]assfc of

= * . logical or objective Jaw_ys._
- ‘subjective_or psychiatric law.
! To the prosecution the case .
- could- not have been more
simp]e The defendant writes

- in his notebook that Kennedy
‘must die, He writes that he
-will be the “author of the
-crime. He records his convic-
ction that the assassination of

" President”  Kennedy malked_
= the beginning of the decliné of

- the United States ‘and’ that .
takmg, the life of h:s bmt.her

o i
R SR Gt e 2 b A s e
G

s‘vill speed that process, look-
towaid - the , day when
f Cummunism or a“ cleansing
" anarchy will bring Utopia. He—
.buysa gun. He practices with
it -until -he becomes. expert. -
_Even the chronologyof . the
«act is predicted’ in the note-
_book: -RFK ‘must not. _hve be- -
‘yond June 5.. - o i
~Two nights - before “the end
hestalks Kennedy at the Am-*
',bassador Hotel. "He is:seen’
_ there, questioning peop!e as to-
'r_he extent nI‘ Kenne;l s se-

AT

: curity He checka out the
" Places where Kennedy  will
'pass. On the fourth of June, .
~after a full day at the, pistol .-
-range, he returns to-the Am-
_.-bassadur, hides himself in the
_pantry, takes  on'. “protective -
coloranon’* ‘among the Mexi-
“can, kitchen help and—just as
- he has promised, both verbal-
“lyand’ on paper—shoots ‘the.
!mprotected canﬂidate at point-
blnnk range. - i
Had henut smd. ln tlus very

W""M ua next pame




. Aud Dr. Diamond went on to

—

' courtroom, in a moment of
"candor brought on by rage at
his lawyer’s strategy, I
killed Reobert F. Kennedy with
premeditation . . .?” Under
cross-examination BSivhan tes-

tified that he would fight for
the Arab cauze. And that he
would be willing to die for

. ! | e L3
Freudianism as a parade of
headshrinkers march to the
witness stnnd to explain that
Sirthan is a schizophrenic
parancid mud therefore wmable
o premeditate a crime, that-
he suffers from aiienation, de-
spondency, delnsions of gran-
deur, fear amd hatred of an
absent fathor, resentment of a
mminn"rlng mother 2. . and
the reason he reicmiars noth-
Inguf e crime B2 comimitted:

g thar M way sulfering from
Yrstvaprnde amnesia,”

- fo day and alpht contead in
the . ecourtroem. . To Al

CAmarican Busk (n'nptnn it's
tlear as un.::rn' Sore the Tdd
ity have been lonsty, unhap-

v Py ety rratr'd a bom loser
“Buruad up' ut Kennedy for
siding with Israel, But he
knew ewactly what he was
doing when he pumped those :
exira-velpcity  bullets  into
Bobby Kennedy. Cooper and -
Berman, on the other hand, i
wrap Sichan in thi folds of
mysterious night, of dementia,
suparnatural trances, blzarre
dizasseciations and . self-
hvpnosis. Coaches Cooper and
Berman fielded their psychia-
trists like a high-powered

foorkall tzam '_vim Iy, Bt

d _Diamond > piaying Joa

Mamath ih: wing tha . long

; 1 the roaches hopa
meatal T The k

;_u r-- 'n of Sivhun’s life *pro- ;

gramraed" hing esactly as a ol
cumputier s programmed, o :
counmig  the  assassination

‘withoat his baing comscicusly
aware of what he wos dolng.

SR A

describe the flashbulbs and

the rairrors and the Tsm Col-
L it 2
tad Sedi

) Y .
kid o trance he someiimes
hiad fnduced in his own Toon,

& -
il AT

» | W L
that cause. Now, could any-
thing be simpler? [f'this is
wot  premeditated  murder,
what in God's name is?

But to the ingenious de-
fense, the same set of facts,
tarped in oa diffarent angle
towand the lizht, could not be
more complen. The Iaterpre-

T R R R T T e BT S AT L g e
- b, S i R g Sl 1 G L TR G ;.i J 5 -

tation of diminished capacity
begins to turn the courtroom
inta & cnllegc ‘cligsroom . in
criminal” " ps vc'holory And
viliwe @ Tiell day it is, for those
forensic, psychiatrists, hypno-.
analysts, and roving psycholo-
gicts, The -air becomes heavy
with Freudianitm and nen-

“in the spelt of the  mysuc Ay

'l'hc prasecuhmm team, of
psychiatrists - psychu!oglsts
was __captained by\,Dr.‘%
Seymour Pollack,  as eminent
Tin the fisld as Dr. Diamond. If j

this was the Superbow!l of y |

 furensic psychiatry, Dr. Pol- o |
Inak. sapmed,, to be playing
Fari * Monall’'s  quarterbacic CHG |
rolg, apainet - Diamond- g
- Mamath, Be'did xot prss on :
flist down, Tifs psychdatry was :
ne less Teormed thon Dine i
mond's hvt mere convention- e Ul
lal. Yes, Sirhan hed parancid s
' tendencies, o5 well as schizo-
phrenic. But he was legally
sane when he fired bullets
into Kennedy, he was dis-
turbed but capable of premed- ]
"jtation, he was neither in a 4
hypnotic trance nor o drunken 0
stupor when he squeezed the AL ;ﬂ
i

| trigger. Emotionally unstable,
yas. Bot he  new exactly
what he was deing.
For thrze days of the kind
~of erossexamination  Grant
Cooper excels in, he pushed
Dr. Pollack all over the field
but he was never quite able to
' bring him dowa behind his .
"~ own goal line. Cooper did his i
brilliant best to outwit him L
‘and Sirhan lost' his temper o F
.and jumped to bis feat to call
~+ him dirty names, but Dr, Pol-, ‘
. lack clung to his conviction
b that Sirhan was “sick but
_sane.” “Being honest is.more

edinpastant. than, being. unani-.;.




The canfrontauon oi the psychm!.rists' Dr. Bernnrd Dmnoml (leit in left photo)
':'for thn ddense, and Dr. Snymour Pcﬂlnck (right photo), fnr the prosecntfon. o

'—coﬂfederates _Our experleme ¥
“was similar to Griffin's; when .|
.we called’ the attorney ‘gener-
*,t al's -office to. offer Wit we
believed  to" be- additicnal (im-" -
!ermaﬂun son the subject ‘of ;.
premeditation” and - poss:hle A
cpnspiracy we received no enci
couragement. We réveal’ r.hjs -
not because 'wefeel persnnally
re;ected “but because we fr.nd‘
it incrédible tlml: every shred *
§ ol evidence ounced, -
! 'Ton and that EVery. eye: mtness ik
-fwas nut quesnoned bxhaus
L tively..” i
SA hlgh court sitting in ]udg

% and heard that' "Babh could ..
‘1m fact that “nn white man- £{ | never have left the hotel alive 2
‘Thag ever been given the death that Hight:” Griflin's oifer to.-
. sentence in,a racial dlling”. * testily as to what he had seen '

-+ According to' Huie; one ‘of - |t was'blocked by a-prosecution..
lithe great Scuthern reporters .- that did not . welcome, -in_his |
(he solved the Emmett Till.: " opinion, facts at variance'with
murder in Mississippi), Ray;, ¢ 'the simple, strmght-line case
‘considers  himself as. a politi- they had chosen to present
“cal prisoner.and regards the. When *{his, - writer 'and * his.
- killings of King as a political olleagues, in Watts held., a.
- action approved by millions of , memorial sarvice in our Doug:
"his countrymen “and perhaps -, lass House Theater for, King-
; ‘even'by a'majority. Ray and, “and Keénnedy, a small ‘man of
. his two younger brothers were ( light- tan comprm-r

‘ardent Wailaceites -and “had, %@mw&d up:
g the, stage row by, row
while’ we | were ireading " Ted ment on political assassinatip

-.Temedfs eulogy to his broth-7 .. ~ hay : sound’ like an. “Un-.
er ‘and’ describing’ that final - .Amenc&n" _graft on nur tree ¢
‘train  journey to’ Wa:hiugten '«'1’ of ]ustlce. But, .if . we! may

Finally the stranger with: the “paraphrase Gilbert. and Sullt-‘

‘violin _case started. up theZ -ivan, “Our ebject all sublim

steps..to the stage ‘He ‘was we shall achieve in-. dme

| .pulled ‘back by.-members of

“the ‘Watts ‘Writers Workshop,

.and later put out of the build.* 2
ling., Wearing khaki pants.and ' .

“ia pla.tcl sports shirt witb the: 2

cruclal _shot m a. nem "Clvl.l
War & e

We have heard erhan say 2
from the witness. stand that "
¢ Johnson, Goldhe.rg and ‘Ken-' '’
nedy ‘deserved to be kill:ed MAT
That was his way of express“

ing his polltxca.l dlsagreement
wlth them on the Arab-Tsraeli,
*“question. ; 'Personal " murder
‘and pohhcal assas_dnatlun are
; ‘two | altogether. “different-
.crimes and no dn2 expresses
Lhis more ‘clearly - than. Ray »
‘and Sirhan themselves. ' .

In' the  Sirhan ' Case, 'tw

B _1__, ith “its political  attl-
_Icalciﬂad iILIhe person”

wﬁn‘;.mistaﬂe&

'King for a communls: is; a
?:rem-, of the past who would
only refard the development -
of new cow:epts of justice in” '

Are‘semblance to the: mg:; with
][a ‘violin case thal our friend

; I.T‘se‘Carter saw with Sirhan
-at the. ssador Hotel two 2 i

_ friends of burs who were with nights before the tragedy. " . tune *with'  these turbulent. *

‘us 4t the Ambassador. when " We. ‘are ‘not’ Haying . ‘-ﬂmﬂs ‘A specla]. court: would *

-Sirhan’ outvoted Bobby with 4! _proves conspiracy. Indeed, ‘we . seem to require a_ cial in-

his practiced 29, oker’t}ﬁb question’ that ‘canclusmn But mugmm_,_st_af_f'_‘-:tmeii'e’a‘-ﬁ
well-known, Toeal jour- ‘ | political science as well' as

" conventional - ‘crime ,detection,

+'& staffthat ‘would. not leave

; grave: “questions unanswerad,
‘as in theacam of Ray and

" prosecutors of Sirhan to agree

1 Fdencé of whm they beheve s "\-;
Lhat the.re was no. evxdence of /.

:fmay be_conspiracy.: _mh_ers‘
»concur from what m 'sav'v ?

it LG -_“.-...1..' “'“"'""’"’_"""T' A o _-_._...,.._.-:',- s —_-_.- -l e
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i
Kennedy., alone and unaided.; trledto mutderhisldehs and:;
because he was “burned up,”§ ‘;as Sirhan Sirhan did not kil
as he put! it with the sena-’. " Kennedy the man but tried to -
*tor’s public- support Bf planes; : murder his ideas, so now the .
: for' Tsrael. But ‘the. way our . time has come to assess the”-
“state’ ‘courts. are ‘constituted, . crimes of the Sirhans, not s
“iand our 'district attorney’s of- iy the crimes of men, disnrdered i i
1 fices, with. the traditmus of-v-‘and ‘fallible;  but ‘as’ crlmes
« our. -advocacy' ' system,
,now. ‘with the addad wrlnkle of
{*diminished ' capacity ' of re-
~ sponsibility- to blur the’ issue
“of | public vis-a-vis - persdnal
murdar we ‘may never. Imow.

; said
George Bernard Shaw, “is the
most extreme form of censor-:
~To ‘give’ ‘them -their due, - ship.”. No matter what state’’
{_- Gra.nt Cooper and Emile Zola ., of=m1nd Sirhan Sirhan’ claims.
- Berman. have: done their- bit v to have been in when. We: saw
for old-fashioned justice - by * I ) :
" taking An unpopular case and’
| defending it with all the bril-
liance, ingenuity and skill de-
L veloped in"a lifetime of- r,rlal o 'I'he implicatlons uf “this" an-
law. And eschewing all possi- . -cient and: lately d!s!nterred
“ bilities ‘of conspiracy_at thL “form of censorship cry out for;
'-outset the_,_pmsecuﬂou had “‘judgment at ‘the highest pos-
.a’ ~igwkeyed. - " sible level of jurisprudence if: -
}straightforward, ‘good « if not i« the. politics . of "assassination
- brilliant. job and ‘hence has . are to ke cor.mtemd with the’
limade “its " dutiful cnntributtm politics ' .0 f  constructive’
|to to old-fashioned justize; “. change, If we a5 a People fail.
'7But as.an obsarver. ot the © to respond to the challenge of
-crime andof 'the " trial - that - the de la Beckwiths, Rays and
_would set the punishment, we . Sirhan Sirhans, if 'we cannot
“call for néw-fashioned justice, .- Jde_v.velup the propef ]aburatqry
uodated tot on!y by the lafmt - 7

, inevitably - cancel esch 'other
_out as experts. study the same
subject and the same hod:ruf %

JustasdeIaBeckwithdld
nm kill  Evers. but tried ‘to.
.mln'derhisideas,andasnay
dldnotkﬁlKingthemanbut




