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in
a '4:71i Im

ike 
the run for the W

hite H
ouse I w

as leltaly 
w

ork
in

g on
 a n

ovel b
y.ilie sh

ore of .th
e legen

d
ary 

L
ak

e of C
om

o w
ith

 an
ow

-cap
p

ed
 A

lp
i -  standing 

sentinel around m
e. I felt site, sechided, prodheitee. 

T
he L

ondon T
im

es and the P
arts H

erald-T
ribune and 

the R
om

e M
essagglero brought the daily new

ts to 
m

y read
in

g room
 every d

ay, so I k
n

ew
 ab

ou
t th

e 
crisis in gold, the B

ritish refusal to adm
it Indiana to 

th
eir islan

d
, an

d
 I w

as in
creasin

gly aw
are of th

e 
political quicksand L

. B
. .1. had stum

bled 'ink! in 
V

iet N
am

. B
ut, on a tw

onionth Sabbatical than the 
pressure of civic problem

s that bard dem
anded great 

honks of M
y tim

e for a som
b

er, ef years; It-w
as a 

relief to be able to read about w
orki issuer w

ithout 
feelin

g a m
oral ob

ligation
 to d

o som
eth

in
g ab

ou
t 

them
. If I m

aybe em
etuitillt cenC

e14.1
 thought that  

after years of in
volvem

en
t I h

ad
 earn

ed
 a rest, a 

"w
orking vacation," the luxury of getting up in the 

m
orning, hissing m

y w
ife, breathing the air, taking 

a w
alk

, clearin
g th

e m
in

d
 an

d
 th

en
, "

ab
, sw

eet 
m

ystery of w
ork

."
 

T
h

at w
as m

y selfish
 state of m

in
d

 w
h

en
 a cab

le 
from

 B
ob K

ennedy found m
e on the shore of that 

p
icb

sre-p
ostcard

tb
ie Italian

 lak
e 

and 
called

 m
e 

b
ack

 to reality. A
m

erican
 reality:T

h
e cab

le said
 

he "found him
self in a struggle" and expressed the 

h
op

e th
at I w

ou
ld

 b
e b

ack
 in

 th
e S

tates in
 tim

e 
to enlist in bis cam

paign. H
e expressed his apprecia-

A
loe for an

y h
elp

 I m
igh

t 
be 

a
b

le to
 m

iler in
 

• gettin
g h

is m
essage across to "

you
r p

eop
le."

 M
y 

w
ife, G

erald
in

e, an
d

 I sm
iled

 at th
at on

e, for B
ob

 
m

eant. not H
ollyw

ood people or literary people or 
Jew

ish people but black people, the friends w
e had 

m
ade in W

atts and other neglected com
m

unities in 
th

e cou
rse of estab

lish
in

g th
e W

riters W
ork

sh
op

 
after the holocaust four years ago. 

T
hat evening I answ

ered that I w
ould be com

ing 
back shortly, ready to enlist in his arm

y of volun-
teers. A

n
d

 I fired
 off th

is op
en

in
g salvo to th

e 
director of the W

atts W
riters W

orkshop: 
"Y

ou know
, at the end of m

y dialog w
ith Jim

m
y 

B
aldw

in I said I thought the w
hites had alm

ost bad 
it, that unless they could rip the racism

 out of their 
culture, out of their hearts, our country w

as on the 
road

 to violen
t d

ivision
. H

ow
ever, I feel w

e h
ave 

a last ch
an

ce in
 B

ob
b

y K
en

n
ed

y. I k
n

ow
 th

at h
e 

honestly w
ants to get out of this dam

nable w
ar that 

Is bleeding us to death. I believe him
 w

hen he says 
be w

ants to take those billions w
e are pouring dow

n 
th

e S
aigon

 d
rain

 an
d

 p
u

t th
em

 to w
ork

 in
 ou

r 



 

 

ghettos, rebuilding them
 . .ft w

e can get. B
obby 

in w
e have a last chance of doing som

ething' o
n

 a 
federal scale about the galling neglect w

e see in 
W

atts. Y
es, B

ob seem
s to understand w

hat w
e need 

for ou
r cities, n

ot ju
st th

ose b
illion

s, b
u

t id
eas, 

im
agination, and love. W

hat B
ob saw

 w
hen he cam

e 
to ou

r w
ork

sh
op

 to m
eet th

e w
riters cou

ld
 b

e 
enlarged a thousandfold In every single com

m
unity. 

If w
e blunder on, if w

e cut back the services w
e 

should be expanding, if w
e just rem

ain liberaW
 

then you are right, then com
es A

rm
ageddon. • ..... 

So, a long-w
inded nom

ination speech for B
obby 

K
ennedy, our last best hope of m

aking togatheriT
 

L
yndon's stunning abdication speech m

ale m
e 

even m
ore eager to w

ork M
r w

hat , seem
ed to m

e 
that last, best hope. B

ut Italy is seductive and w
e 

lingered, som
e days in V

enice and m
ore in R

om
e. 

W
e w

ere enjoying the sculpture and the m
arkets and 

the restaurants and the people w
hen the sky fell. 

dow
n. A

nother D
allas! 'T

his tim
e in M

em
phis. T

his 
tim

e not the P
resident or *edger E

vers the' black 
m

eseish -al b1 
	hut .oprleobel prim

 aketer;: 
for pence, speak et bl*T

inettoanthru hatakiaidtt.,' 
D

r _ -M
artiti.-L

uttliellhit*prit -agate N
ekibigher%

' 

bfgQ
tir fit[ ire 

p
a
*

,  nuirdert.I.B
re‘liag; ' higetir,;inittA

isda:=eff 

sealettaftlalV
and 

'sid
a
*
iir

 tile
r
 e

t ll*
*
1
1
4
0
 

and the "grecettil 
grief M

id -rage. B
 w

en
 U

ri&
 

th
an

 evet I b
elieved

 w
iatrtI h

ad
 aril** S

IM
*, 

in W
atts. N

O
W

 angry young braves iandtberteelite: 

 

 
 

 
 

 

unressonabk, "C
l. K

.," he agreed, "I personally 
th

in
k

 It's all a W
aste of tim

e b
ecau

se an
y good

 
blacim

en or any real friend of the black m
an is 

goinC
to: he cut dow

n sooner or later—
like Jack 

K
ennedy and M

edgar E
vers and B

rother M
alcolm

. 
B

ut Ilan digit. Y
ou go ahead w

ith your m
eeting. 

W
elt pass out the literature in the parking lot." 

T
he rally ended tensely if peacefully. C

harles 
E

vers said that P
resident K

ennedy and his brother 
and M

artin L
uther K

ing, along w
ith too m

any others 
m

urdered In the soutir;in recent years, all shared 
a h

elia in
 th

e _d
ign

ity of m
an

 an
d

 th
e even

tu
al 

trium
ph of genuinedem

ocracy. A
nd be prayed that 

B
ob K

ennedy, w
ho dead up for M

edgar and for 
M

artin -  and le
 all the oppressed, w

ould be able 
to bring this about ,thru the dem

ocratic process. 
In the audience for that rally w

as m
y em

ploye of 
M

an
y years, lira. 'L

ou
ise C

arter. W
h

ile I w
as 

scheduled to speak at several other gatherings that 
- evening, L

ouise w
ent on to the A

m
bassador hotel to 

kneads large reception- Ice K
ennedy. N

eat m
orning, 

nies,said she bad riser B
ob 

*M
achinate W

ith him
 kniee,,,h0lie. O

m
an C

am
s-

"1T
10
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nnW
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iiatiek
ti) h

am
 lita:sray 

iiiiit,earkfO
r illifeatitlened her "B

e eine- - 

 
 

 

 

K
ennedy w

orkers to try and rind out how
 it w

as 
goin

g, A
rou

n
d

 6 p
. m

., P
ete H

am
ill th

e w
riter 

cam
e by w

ith his younger brother and w
e drove 

to the A
m

bassador. T
he E

m
bassy ballroom

 had an 
air of tentative gayety. N

ot-too m
any had arrived 

yet but those w
ho cam

e early w
ere optim

istic. In 
a sm

all roped-off section press officers P
ierre Sal-

inger and F
rank M

ankiew
icz w

ere w
orking their 

desks; taking quick phone calls and jotting dow
n 

m
eaningful hieroglyphics. B

oth thought it looked 
good for B

ob, m
entioning percentages that turned 

out to be slightly optim
istic. "South D

akota is in 
and bigger than expected," F

rank told us. H
is 

father, the gifted w
riter of "C

itizen K
ane," had 

w
orked for m

y old m
an and I rem

em
bered F

rank 
as a child-editor putting out a surprisingly pro- 
fessional m

im
eographed new

spaper w
ith his brother 

D
on. If B

ob could m
ake it to the W

hite H
ouse it 

w
as believed that F

rank w
ould becom

e his P
ierre. 

F
ur m

e that w
as a com

forting thought. B
ob knew

 
w

here he w
as going and F

rank w
as an ideal corn- 

penion 
	that journey, cool but concerned, and 

.
-;M

ow
 tire` kanbassy ballroom

 w
as com

ing to life. 
O

rk
in

 	
and K

ennedy skim
m

ers. 
A

irnegkreiit M
eafrom

 theN
evi L

eft. M
iddle-aged 

dO
eliejlA

tallaw
yersand-theii socially m

inded w
ives. 

T
hi4eireis.."A

iliit-  of black people. A
 sm

attering of 
roil E

verY
body very friendly, very up. 

p
a
 	

bat M
ore than victory, tasting hope. 

I 	
.iw

ith
, 	

H
am

ill about it as w
e w

aited for 
thn.ssight, ter:begin..-:P

ete W
as a R

am
parts m

an, a 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 



... Stirliffaiegatlifairee s 
our cities 

ap
art. It w

ou
ld

 he M
ackagainst, w

hitt 
fa

th
er a

g
a
in

st so
n

 . . N
e-tim

e ei-ab
am

e -1
0
4
1
 

sorrow
 . . . this m

indless losianiteeat- A
dokaratsik.W

 
A

m
erica w

hich again stains ote;Inisd and- ineety
, 

one of our lives." T
he quotes atieR

sita .R
ob K

aM
z 

nedy's address on the assam
ilnation olD

rictor K
ing; 

on the day after that calam
ity. 	

• 

T
w

o m
onths later, Stm

clay afternoon the 2d of 
Ju

n
e fou

n
d

 u
s on

 C
en

tral aven
u

e, th
e M

ain
 S

treet 
of b

lack
 an

d
 d

ep
rived

 S
ou

th
 L

os A
n

geles, sp
eak

in
g 

at a K
en

n
ed

y rally w
ith

 C
h

arles E
vers, w

h
o h

ad
 

p
ick

ed
 u

p
 th

e stan
d

ard
 fallen

 from
 th

e h
an

d
s of 

h
is m

artyred
 b

roth
er in

 M
ississip

p
i. W

h
ile E

vers 
w

a
s o

n
 th

e p
la

tfo
rm

 ex
p

la
in

in
g

 h
is rea

so
n

s fo
r 

su
p

p
ortin

g K
en

n
ed

y, sayin
g h

e b
elieved

 th
e sen

ator 
h

ad
 a rare an

d
 p

ossib
ly u

n
iq

u
e cap

acity to b
reak

 
th

e ch
ain

s of 
racism

 th
at w

ere h
old

in
g his people 

back, a black m
ilitant leader cam

e into the hall 
w

ith
 h

is "troop
s." W

e w
ere con

cern
ed

 th
at h

e m
ight. 

try
 to

 b
rea

k
 u

p
 th

e m
eetin

g
. lie h

a
d

 a stack
 of 

leaflets attack
in

g K
en

n
ed

y alon
g 

w
ith H

um
phrey, 

M
cC

arth
y, N

ixon
—

b
lu

e-eyed
 d

evils all. 
O

ur K
en-

nedy-E
vers team

 h
ad

 stron
g b

lack
 su

p
p

ort in
 th

is 
com

m
u

n
ity an

d
 w

ith a critical prim
ary less than 

48 h
ou

rs aw
ay, it seem

ed as if m
ore violence m

ight. 
erupt. 

I w
en

t over to th
e m

ilitan
t lead

er. I said
 C

h
arles 

E
vers risk

ed
 d

eath
 from

 fu
ll-tim

e resets%
 every 

d
ay of h

is life an
d

 h
ad

 com
e a long w

ay to plead 
B

obby's 
cau

se. "
E

ven
 if you

 d
on

't agree, h
e d

e; 
serves a respectful audience." T

he local black leader 
n

od
d

ed
. H

e cou
ld

 b
e d

ifficu
lt b

u
t som

etim
es n

ot  

a
n
 i~

ttb
 

w
ith A

n gym
 

 
nedy...W

es'.facieitetM
t; 

yotinge m
at&

 	
irsielitirth

ejV
atilitG

 
w

as-deesaed.pram
ptecr her. In

-ask
liteifif b

a
311elf01,7

' 
em

ploys- of the: hotel tallhieA
bnica gtiest. R

e said 
no, be w

as -just a spectator w
itkilad corns like all: 

the rest of the crow
d to sea. K

ennedy: • A
nd -he 

asked: "Shouldn't he be here by sow
? Isn't he-late? 

I w
onder w

hy he hasn't- show
n. U

p yet?" W
ith him

, 
according to L

ouise and her friend, w
as another 

young m
an, also slender and sw

arthy, carrying a': 
violin case. A

nd he also sakecrit.they loans :w
hy!, 

K
ennedy w

as late and if anything 41auldbe koim
inC

: 
him

 from
 the hotel. B

oth young roenrkepew
indering;: 

up on the stage and looking behind iliocurtabts. Said -- 
L

ouise C
arter as she described W

Y
-  m

isgivin
g' to' 

m
e on the m

orning of June 3, "L
atex w

hen I saw
 all 

those crow
ds around the senator and trying to touch 

him
, he seem

ed so unprotected—
and w

ith so m
any 

angry people w
alking the streets these days, it just 

didn't look safe to m
e." 

O
n prim

ary election day-I-paisedthe tim
e iryirig 

to relax and rest,up for:w
hat.filleeght.W

O
U

ld 
long and ,evetdStd;:ayeisitsgss IF

viiiikickil.)nit 
w

ay M
ixers spoilt. R

ule dap kW
aithielinborM

itt 
contests. I turnetan thitiadla; T

he television neliree: 

,  

m
il' bitter 
and-the' 

,t4iter cities,"
 

41,010#1111Eli'and. it m
ay.:,. 

.ritsed papatM
ilitf to,* hatter 
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A

h
r
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2
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.
h
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4
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4
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*
- W

arren R
ogers of L

ook m
aga-

'int; W
het3asdliniM

.M
ithe cam

paign trail w
ith B

ob 
and w

hallifaird m
y feeling that he w

as the m
ost 

m
isunderatood.:m

an in A
m

erican life. I had n
ever 

fo
u

n
d

 h
iM

 *
*
es; eekt .and calculating; on the 

contrary koeW
lim

 to be w
arm

, hum
orous, and 

-.infenatilfittlm
an. ,q 'E

bbw
 Ito attracts som

e of those 
M

ound M
in because of w

ho he is," W
arren 

had said: -"Ilet:.'dotteath• 	
he'S fun to be w

ith. 
I fe

e
l . . geid .4`airotm

d him
." T

hat.w
as: the 

w
ay his friends felt about 	

A
nd he had as m

any 
of those as he had:enem

ies. 
- T

he ballroom
 w

as,filling up now
 and returns w

ere 
beginning to tom

e In 'so w
e decided to go upsta:rs 

to the K
ennedy leaf.. T

here w
e found a kind of 

11 4
111120

11 PaftY
111 ., Piy,Srts3: one or those "O

nly 
int,t;A

rim
elca441ting4 or m

. )he only. in a K
ennedy 

A
ligiitysasiniiset Jan .G

lettn, O
lym

pic cham
pion 

R
afer.:401M

sdifi=. the M
ilton R

eties, film
 director-

Jobb, '1"001M
attel.m

er, C
harles E

vers, and John 
..L

etilO
tirtairtb

ilirigin
al lead

ers of S
. N

. C
. C

., - 
W

ild
a orip

ith
ers of th

e h
u

eiga sp
in

et th
e grap

e 
gehierfel ',4...B

boring a couch w
ith G

lenn, a C
atholic 

C
alled som

e irietris w
ptl w

erela the fence.' C
alkul , 

prieidO
lalletecicratic• office holder,: a local. black 

• 
W

hen R
obert K

ennedy w
as shot d6W

n in a cr$:#401_, 
n
o
ve

list B
u
d
d
 S

ch
u
lb

e
rg

 W
a
s a

 fe
w

 ste
p
s 

on the "politics of ..assassination," 
J

a
w

 f, ive 
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, 
• ad

 to tti;illd
h

a:S
iti K

eisalfe, i 
begialog' to---din

-from
:ihoier4o4 

bullets, the: m
eet lethal-type of .im

ilitisietunlihW
eaa 

be w
ed *104 .22. Still,: it, w

en.1,11derteiloaktitat 
this w

itruietildlik
 n

o
t say

 >to. 	
',fink int.., 

PresaloothW
eR

tharat,....!• W
andereditelti,fftnt4ittiet 

drunk 	
d

rited
ig

 : eo
ffee*

*
*
*
.*

 
sober up "A

ter, that w
as to be the rstniY

 
hear from

, 	
drunk w

as he fru inFtw
O

4sk 
three T

om
 C

ollinses purchased at one ef i th
eoth

er 
candidate's reception room

s that be w
as reran alco-

holic stupor,' unaw
are of w

here be w
ed or even 

that he had-sq ueezed the trigger w
hen.* em

ptied 
his revolveri.fking -Into B

ob K
ennedy at point-blank 

range. 	
_ 

T
o buttress the "alcoholic w

ild beast" theory, a 
psychologist w

as to testify liter that he had served 
the defendant, in his cell, six °unit ed' of gba in-four.  
T

om
 C

oninses over a period of 16 !M
attes asst that 

S
irb

an
 'w

en
t b

erserk
." S

u
cb

 are th
e ion

d
ertrof 

m
odern

 law
, n

it d
olled

 u
p

 w
i th forensic' pSychia-

tristii and thietildenhol-induced m
edical M

O
W

 Sold 
one reportet et 'the 	

"A
a 'a pierehfittrist he 

m
akes a helluva bartender! O

neond-selialf., ounces 
per drink is like the good old daysi.T

hose btehballs 
w

e w
ere drinking at the A

m
basiatbr, w

e w
ere lucky: 

to 
be g etting

 three-quarters of ah.ouitesel So .H
" 

Sirhan w
as 'buying 

th
ose1)4•b

ood
or

:
 

three oune*,,,nixt.iddria flock igethi~ 	
M

att "si 
them

e spaced, over'' 
 

m
inutes 	

- 
b

arth
eist-062

. 	
'fi 	

toff 

• 
*1/24C—.... 

•-••7=4, 7.r..14 

-to
w

 
 'oetbitaA

illRA_ 
unaw

are; that he ivraertetegfao. 
S

h
it* tooked sim

ply A
nted dawn,: hie, 

trigh
ten

n
k

,iti o unt" but hardly.: " 
sit a rat, I once 

4(.4ily • reparit4 ;Irak itiq
fu

t 	
ef 

0
1
0
4
"

 
f
O

t
a
k

t
 •

 
'410.116.011

tIV
itoldrentatiO

n 
• 

..
D

uce‘ni - 44*. 
 

over from
 the votun-

, tear law
 ` enieteenT

itldtr B
obby w

as rolled and 
bounced to the :W

hig 'am
bulance, a group of 

us 
follow

ed him
 out and then gravitated upstairs to the 

K
ennedy Indtd_'w

here 
w

e had been toastin g 
the 

candidate's held&
 lees than .an how

. before. "It 
was m

y !au
k!' R

osey od
or w

as sobbing , A l should 
have heed' in trout of him

." W
e tried to console 

him
: "H

ow
 .do you 'defend against a m

an w
ith a 

hidden revolver? II you're in front, h
e m

oves to th
e 

aide. If you're at his side, be slips in behind. . . 
B

ut R
oney w

as too far gone in grief. It is h
ard

 to 
see' a' m

an that big, ;00 pounds, not fat but big, 
crying. A

nd not like a baby, like a m
an w

ho know
s 

what be b ed. lost. 
-.

It w
a
s *

 if ke w
ar sobbing for all of- us. A

nd  
w

hile1*
IV

- i!ob: 44
 igeo*P

lab
lY

, G
eo4e- Piam

Ptoo-
;aSitting. W

eir the bed W
ith M

S' 
ilC

O
...41,1

5
 	

w
as trtoalifU

r' 

1O
[

a
ie

.■ 
'W

 O
A

)
*
 there W

W
I daw

n, ta
lk

in
g
 ' fe

llo
w

 
Ayeavitheapes, fellow

 M
ou

rn
ers, too nun-) ,o

(1
 

tir- go hom
e. A

nd h
ere an

oth
er 

uriansw
ere&

 
oquesfiodla provoked. M

aybe w
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