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i LoweJlW Bradford, a foren-
"ﬁe firearms specialist, said
yesterday that evidence now
«upen ‘to public serutiny indi-
‘eates Robert F. Kennedy very
-'lihaly ‘was not shot by a bullet
@ fired from the gun of Sirhan
“B!shara. Sirhan, hjs eonvicted

s

S%E’l

¥
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e “assassin.
e EBradlford speakmg "at a
Z.  news conference, asserted that
== ' some key evidence has not
EZ been made ‘public and called
. for 'its disclosure. Without
ey this, he noted, no final conclu-
1" slon canbe drawn, but he said
P that all the publlc evidence so
- far :sht:wvfﬂA “it would be beyond
:iv ’\ethe realm' of practical possibil-
ww, . jty" for a bullet that was re.
:mo moved from Kennedy's body
—-ﬁt';_ to have heen fired from Si-
b -+ Than’s revolver.
. Brad.t'ord 56, who directed
:_-; <; Sa.nta Clara County

v'(Calif) crime laboratory from
s ef 1947 to 1973 and is now a pri-

e | +vate consultant in San Jose,
o

m

‘$appeared at a news conference
at the Sheraton Park Hotel
called. by, %'m]eodore, Charach,

¥ Charach is’ conducting what he

+ + ealled “a moral crusade” to re-

....,,.: “open the ' question of who

‘_

"* killed Robert 'Kennedy. He

-..ui also is promoting his film, The

s=%% Second Gun, which examines‘
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the issue. ¢

- Charach and others are
eking to publicize a theory

: t Kennedy's death in 1068

j -was caused by gunshots fired

¢ by a second, hidden gunman

.. and that Birhan’s. bullets did

‘!

_,,,,,., . not hit him. Charach said he is
=ms  pressing for a congressional
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investigation.

'~ Although'many other issues
, have been raised in the new
‘ controversy over Kennedy's

s death, Bradford said the cen-
tral quesqnp was whether a
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bullet removed .from Kenne-
dy’'s hody matched others
fired from Si.rhans revolver.
On the basis of photographs of
the - bullets, hearing tran-
scripts and affidavits by foren-
sie specialists Bradfol,'d said,
the bullets du not appear to.
match. s }
He stressed twb pomts One
Bradford said, “was that tests
of markings on the bullets car-
ried out by Willlam W. Hir-
per, another forensi¢ firearms
specialist, showed a ' discre-
pancy between the bullets
amounting to 23 minutes of &
degree There: are: 80 minutes
in a degree and 360 degrees in
a circle. Bradford said Har-
per’s tests were precise within |

‘a 5 or G-degree’ limit and |

termed the diserepancy statis-
tically significant,

Harper was qucted by The
Washington Post in December
as dest:rlbing the discrepaney
as too' insignificant for a firm
conclusion to be drawn. Brad-
ford ﬂdd ‘yesterday, however,
that’  Post apparently had
misundemtnod Harper’s views
and ' had | ‘incorrectly = dis-
counted the slgniﬁcance of his
tests. 5

Bradford's seeond point. was
that there was another discre-
pancy between the bullets,
centering on the number of
visible cannelures; or grooves
circling the bu.llets’ circumfer-
ences. One fewer cannelure
appeared on the bullet re-
moved from Kennedy’s body
than on other bullets. The im-
plication, he said, ‘was that the
bullet came from _a different
gun. i . a”
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