Dear Havard, 8/14/72

Before supger, anticipating tomorrow's potential necds when I am in D.C., I went to
the Tiger file for the file of Khruschev, Correspondence. Oneletter in it, the original
draft and the final form (which show the graph added by request in comparing) is what I
wanted. But it is barren except for one clipping and one cross reference.

Perhaps it is one you borrowed and haven't returned. I'll be wuite distress if this
is not the case becausemthere is but one other person who has wandered through those files
and he has not acknolwedged taking anything from that one, When thé return of what he has
became gn issue recently, he made no reference to this, no suggostion that could be inter-
preted as having ever been in that particular file. '

If JP has it, the chances of his acknolwedging it now are slight. Therefore, I'd
best make some notes before the event grow dimmer,

At the time of the so-called "kitchen debate" I felt that neither Khruschev nor
Nixon was really serious about peaceful co-existence, felt that it was & very good idea and
a way of bringing change, and decided to challenge the whole Soviet Union to peaceful
competition in chicken raising. I felt that any attention to the idea would havc the poben-
-tial of getting something along this line started.

v But because it involved policy and possible issues of delicacy to which I might not

be sensitive, my major activity then being farming, I sounded out a few customers on the
idea. I am sure there were more but I have clear recollections of twoe One is Henry Zon,

a former reporter then probably with the ALF-CIO COPE but possibly in his own Pers firm,
and Bill Costello, formerly with CBS but then with Mutual and writing on the side. Bill
like the idea so much he told me to whom to take it. I think he placed the call on the
spot from his office, then in the Lnvestnent Bldg, and out me on the phone. The call was

to th. chief of the Buropean desk of USIA, a man with a German accent (slight) named Walter
as I recall. I had a draft of the letter. He read it and flipped., If not he the State

ept later suggested adding a graph. In any event, I sent him the revised letter, he had a
Gopy of the draft, and they secmed quite happy. L e
- T went “therd insuth laste, so” excitedly, that T Torgot to feed the parking memter in

the block west of his office, then Penna Ave and 18, nw, as I remember. I had a ticket
when I got back. o : ' e '

Soon things started hap.ening. I was asked to go to the USSR and teach them how to
raise better chikcens and produce more and better eggse That call came from a man whose
unususl name made it easier to remember. Hillis Lorrie (phon). I think there was an aormail
envelope and I wrote his name and phone number on it and the name of someone in Agriculture
he asked me to contact. They were all for it. They said they could pay all expenses but
transportation (I arranged for a poultry group to pay that), and then the desl fell throughe
But everyone was excited about it, and when Kh came to the U.S. I was asked to invite him
fo visit our farm. It never happened, but there was an indefinite arrangement for the Mrs,
K party to do it if they could while he was with Ike and Camp David, a bit further from D.C.
I think Mrs. X got hung up with some society women in Va., and it is possible there was no
such intention, despite what we had been told,

Haybe peaceful competeition would have beceme a reality without this, for it was
already pst time for it, but I know of no earlier challenge/invitation to it, andl do
know a long series of exchanges did follow.

Hy challenge to the entire agricultural economy of the USSR was a bit less arrogant
than it seemed for we had by then won every first prize in poultry for the US and I was
confident our methods were superior to theirs. I offered to include cooking, where we were
both national champions, so that need not be considered arrogant, either.

We have never discussed this. My subsequent letters, for TIGER, jou do know aboute I
don't recall if my contemporaneous Missle Crisis notes were in this file, but I know jav
letter, before any but the official interpretation was even suggested, was there, And since
then I have seen no reason to change my "instant analysis". I regret very much not having it.
As Lil says, I usuaily mske enough copies to file in duplicate, bit I've gone through the
entire file and there is no misfiled copye. That all copies of all letters are gone is at
the very least perplexing, And I consulied the olf Latin America file, for a book tentatively
contracted in title to AESOP 9in the State Decpt, that is), but everything on Cube is gone,
80 I'm certain that was all moved into the TIGER filee...If you have this, please let me knowe
If you haven't, can you find a way of asking JP if he has it, saying I'veasked you, ctc? HW
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