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When clear evidence of FBI
bugging emerged from a Las Vegas
gambling case back in 1963, Attor-
ney General Robert Kennedy moved
to stop what he thought was all
the bugging. He told Deputy Attor-
ney General Nicholas Katzenbach to
“make sure they're not dolng any
mare of that” Katzenbach asked
Courtney Evans, the FB.L Haison
man, “Am I absolutely assured that
this is stopped?” Evans replied “Yes,
it's been stopped.” But neither Ken-
nedy tior Katzenbsch ever specified
precisely that the case-bugging order
applied everywhere. Years later Kat-
zenbach found out, as he told Victor
Navasky, that the FBI "did stop it
but only in Las Vegas.

Detalled accounts like that make
“Kennedy Justice” probably the best
book ever done on the inner work-
ings of a great department of
American Government. it comes
as close as- seems humanly pos-
sible to an understanding of the
relstion between Robert Kennedy
and J."Edgar Hoover. There is an
abundance of new Information on
such portentous business as civil
rights, crime, legislative reappor-
tionment, the bugging of Martin
Luther King and the getting of
Jimmy Hoffa, The narrative, which
Is strong, and the judgment, which
Is fine, express Mr. Navasky's dual
career as a journalist (working at
The New York Times Magazine) and
a lawyer (trained at Yale). And the
whole evokes a theme of high specu-
Iative interest—the theme of how
an é&ite can govern in a populist
country.

Robert Kennedy was &t the cenler
of it all. As Attorney General, he
wis a leader who led, and as brother
of the President, he had influence
through government. His near-obses-
sion with organized crime and his
growing concern with civil rights
wers fused Into the being of his
department, He imparted to those
who worked with him something of
his own drive, nervous energy and
confidence. “He had an inspirational
quality that brought out the best in
others.” And not only on the top-
most levels. “1 wouldn't trade those
days for anything," career secretary
in the press office of the Justice De-
partment told Navasky, “The tone
of the Department,” a woman lawyer
In the office of the Solicitor General

ys, “reflected Bob's personality—

sunshine and rain, We felt as if we
were in the family in a way."

But if Navasky obviously admires
Kennedy, his book, unlike Richard
Harris's study of the Justice Depart-
ment under Ramsey Clark, is not a
good guys versus bad guys treatment.
Here is a comment, indicative of
both the balance and industry with
which Navasky pursued sources, by a
young man hired to act as a prose-
cutor in the Hoffa case:

“Some people say Kennedy was
out to get Holfa. Well let me tell
you, they are 100 per cent right.
When 1 was hired T knew 1 wasn't
going to prosecute draft dodgers.
And Bobby couldn't wait. He asked
me when was the earliest 1 could
report. 1 said two calendar months.
He said be here Monday. T said 1
couldn’t possibly. I had cases to clean
up, work, obligations, family. .
Hesaidaweektmm!ﬂmdnymd
that was that.”

Kennedy balanced off the tough
prosecutors with an élite corps of
Deputy and Assistant Attorney Gen-
erals drawn from the leading law
schools and downtown firms. They
came not only from the lvy League—
a term overstressed by Mr. Navasky
and too loosely used—they also
shared & common outlook rooted in
a very precise experience. All had

Robert F. Kennedy in his office
and F.B1. Director
J. Edgar Hoover.

of rous awe al the quaint no-
tion that sulnebody might want to
be a journalist. And Nicholas Katz-
enbach, who
Deputy before moving up to Attor-
ney General under Lyndon Johnson,

best thing to give away.”

The operational code implicit in
those attitudes was sat forward, Na-
vasky correctly senses, in the Gino
Speranza lectures delivered at Co-
lumbia In 1963 by Burke Marshall
who was then Assistant Attorney
General for civil rights. Marshall pro-
claimed no new doctrine, Rather he
took & look at the Federal system
and came to the conclusion that
even that least plausible of systems
—even that crazy mixed-up collec-
tion of ramshackle incongruitics—
could be made to work.

g kably early
by quite conventional means. The
first article of their faith was that
with ingenuity and persistence, jus-
tice could be achieved within the
system.

Nnt by Ivy League lawyers alone,

. I the system was going to

wt_n'k it had to be made to wuork
practicall

especially
the Southern Senlum with their
standing on the Judiciary Comm!t-
tee. It included the D

Ideologies, slogans and
they saw as an obstacle to that end,
something that-clogged the mind, and
fostersd sham and even disaster. "If
you know It, why do you have to
write it?" Byron White, who was

Joseph Kraft is a syndicated col-
umnist based in Washington.
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dy’s Deputy Attorney General
before moving on to the Suprems
Court, once asked me with a kind

ic party
and its big-city machines, It includ-
ed the political, business and law
enforcement apparatus of the South-
ern states, It included the Washing-
ton buresucracy, and notably the
Federal Burenu of Investigation.
Mr. Navasky's analysis of the
FBIL is one of the outstanding fea-

tures of his book. Seeing the Bureau
as a kind of secret society and
to

bringing bear the work In that
field by the German sociologist
Geur[S:munlislmurkofbiapene-

n and range. His description of
ﬂm Deplnmem: at work is
unique precisely because it exam-
ines in detail the relations between
the top side of the department and
the FBL

But, perhaps because of his sensi-
tivity—and perhaps also because the
Bureau refused to cooperate with
him in any way—Mr. Navasky sesms
to have a thing about the FB.I. He
reverts to Mr. Hoover and the Bureau
over and over again, and the con-
stant intrusions distort the propor-
tion of his work. He Ignores one
area where the F.B.I. does not figure
—antitrust activities. He concen-
trates in two fields where the F.B.L
has been important, and in each his
measure of good and bad is the Bu-
reau.

In the field of civil rights, Navasky
finds that under Kennedy the Justice
Depsrtment became “the center—of
action." There was progress in vot-
iug rights and reapportionment; r.he

ion of the 1
Alabama and Mississippl; the con-
version of “freedom rides” into

orders against segregated travel; and
of the 1984 Civil

the beginnings
Rights Bill. (Continued on Page 50)
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