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WASHINGTON—Pie-Sen. Claitrorne Pell , of, Rhode Island has 

y-  suggested, President Nixon has not re 	ma 'bp his mind about 
the basiccrir 0.,...,,, !am 	An a story which 1 
has recentl -abin , 1 :.4it . 4 abed 	els' his Itedecessors. Pell's , 
contention is that the President cant decide , whether-  It is,mora ini4 

	

national Interest to withdraw 	 lulu 4iMikation 'results fn a unified •, 

	

under Hanoi, or whether 	ore in 'e Minothithiter Best to fry. to Maintain' 
on of the. aountry, thoug 

a large garrison of Ame 

from hi* ag 	

onea-Whowill..have to 
• :offiCial heard FA .ei! 

President :called di- , . . 
rectlY'2ith 	time-,  wanted..r_ to know, 

there had 	any 
tial 

at there had been 
O,:.weV.,017 - ..WOO'r  one, 

dafthe .yietiattieseofficial • 
w 

0,.p1.011the 	 KennedY „ 
e ad;rand .aslen.: Pell . put it iwthe 

h' which pointed up .  President ', Kik, 
s. basic indecision, 	a moot .  *did 
ther Friaitientig.eniedt 

ued 	.escalate Miri:ihyolVenient'if : 
ri.',hadiiot been 

e point is indeed:Moot,ci ugh tit 
story, told above' adds sireAgtli to' the.ar 
gument of . Kennedy • iintiMatent' 	tee 

.,,tiuttend of his • life • 	• •'• 
you 	 persuaded that the :3", 	Vietnam 

over -tWkee thWeboOt li411-" • 	 served no useful American 	. • A..: 
was initiated ' 	 But all 'history 'speculation, Inv lv- 

. Con tluting.Which the President told his bug as it doeslhe •cOnstanf 	° 
• *bitter thatft'Waa. becoming impossib 	Age,es...:Ahd gath,:t, 	• 

for hotatogitn**0147 •ec,540ing;. 	• 
•Vailed'beftli 

.;shari•our•--concept of governme,nt or of etnamese government wa 
• . how 4401 	OR Peal*. "At* 044-,PeoPleHtt.hat-  egUM. 

fully and  
e'. 	• 

• • would . promptly• and faitilfullY:, 
his governmentlhe.  substance 

ut two, and a half months 
, John F. Kennedy faced a 

of the, lame problem. I 
revealed that he was—on 
ath-.7.1very, close to decisio 
mafternoon in late A 

enfleiiiiedy made a direettte 
call to the South Vietnamese:fem. 
The recipient of the call Ai for 

of . tradition in his serval 
;Oat, wish.::  to be identified,: 
operator* statement that .th 

• g with the ‘, 
:I have the honer 

the President of thellini 
tat,es," came the answer in that jocular.   

of aelf-astonishment which Mr: Keil 
led)! reserved goicmention of his; title 

FAo, 4 SO 

"rptil:tte;ilere .neavmof en
recelikras mounted to" 

:•••= Yet tbg choice 	thati,—for Pres-7,  
marks. He did so by cable thin'evening. ident Nixon as it Was forltr. Kennedy. 
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heart and 'that the end of American . as-.  '-v,"'Even we in ;the Senate-441 	tlie;1 
might be at hand. 	, 	̀'error Oraot considering tthlilvan• 	• 

It was ebbat a Week later-,4tter3ir- 40Context of the past, the fall into the 
Kennedy had suggested on national televi- of forgetting history, thmi 

that "In the final analysis it is their ourselves to repeat lt.", 


