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ing troops. I agreed w
ith him

—
I thought a significant 

num
ber of generals and adm

irals still lived in the "good 
and bad guys” w

orld. 
T

he President suggested that I call on Prince Souvanna 
P

houm
a of L

aos in P
aris and try to persuade him

 that 
the A

m
erican objective w

as truly "to establish a free, 
neutral, independent L

aos." U
p to this point the U

nited 
States had been backing the C

IA
-picked G

eneral Phoum
i 

N
osavan; and the P

resident w
anted to m

ake it clear our 
policy had shifted to the support of Souvanna P

houm
a. 

T
h

ere w
as a good

 d
eal of su

sp
icion

 of S
ou

van
n

a 
P

houm
a in the U

.S. governm
ent. It w

as felt he w
as, if 

not a C
om

m
unist him

self, pretty m
uch controlled by 

the C
om

m
unists. B

ut the President argued, and hindsight 
convinces m

e m
ore than ever he w

as com
pletely correct, 

that Souvanna Phoum
a w

as the m
an the L

aotians w
anted 

and that he should receive U
.S. support. M

y job w
as to 

convince Souvanna P
houm

a of our intention to respect 
the freedom

, neutrality and independence of L
aos. 

Shortly after President K
ennedy's visit to Paris I called 

on Souvanna Phoum
a at his Paris apartm

ent. H
is attitude 

w
as not entirely friendly tow

ard m
e, but he seem

ed w
ill-

ing to listen. A
m

ong other things I tried to persuade him
 

to visit the U
nited States, m

eet P
resident K

ennedy and 
learn firsthand of the U

nited States change in attitude. 
Souvanna P

houm
a seem

ed loath to do this, though he 
had a trip planned for the im

m
ediate future that w

ould 
take him

 through several C
om

m
unist countries. I w

as 
not sure I had accom

plished m
uch at the m

eeting. 
I called on him

 again about a m
onth later and this tim

e 
felt that genuine progress w

as m
ade. Souvanna P

houm
a 
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V

ietnam
: H

istory and R
esolution j I 

w
as quite friendly and w

e got along w
ell. I continued 

to visit w
ith him

 frequently after that and reassure him
 

of the genuineness of A
m

erican intentions. In the end 
I am

 satisfied he becam
e convinced of our sincerity. 

F
in

ally, th
rou

gh
 th

e ab
ility an

d
 craft of W

. A
verell 

H
arrim

an in G
eneva, a treaty w

as drafted w
hich w

as ac-
, ceptable to all parties. O

nce again the com
m

itm
ent of 

U
.S. troops to Southeast A

sia had been avoided. 
W

hile L
aos then is not V

ietnam
 now

, there are distinct 
parallels. T

he L
aotian experience convinced m

e of the 
need to w

ork in A
sia w

ith national leaders of differing 
political persuasion, as w

e had w
ith T

ito in Y
ugoslavia. 

T
hat w

e cannot rem
ake the w

orld in our ow
n im

age is 
a truism

 often repeated but not alw
ays follow

ed. A
nd 

have w
e looked at our ow

n im
age recently? L

aos also 
convinced m

e of the fallacy of the falling-dom
ino theory. 

L
aos w

ent neutral; neither C
am

bodia nor T
hailand fell. 

W
ith a little diplom

atic skill dom
inoes can be buttressed; 

it som
etim

es seem
s to m

e that w
e deliberately try to link 

them
 to each other. 

In the m
eantim

e in V
ietnam

 things w
ere not going 

w
ell w

ith the D
iem

 governm
ent, though w

e w
ere doing 

our verbal best to help him
. V

ice-P
resident Johnson had 

visited the country in 1961 and referred to D
iem

 as the 
"C

hurchill of A
sia." Shortly thereafter Secretary of 

D
efense R

obert S. M
cN

am
ara, on one of his frequent 

brief tours of inspection, called D
iem

 "one of the greatest 
leaders of our tim

e." Y
et the D

iem
 governm

ent becam
e 

m
ore isolated and oppressive. B

y 1963 the w
ar in V

iet-
nam

 w
as going very badly and P

resident K
ennedy w

as 
having grave doubts about our course of action. R

ecent 
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books have indicated the depth and bitterness of the 
division in the K

ennedy adm
inistration over V

ietnam
. 

T
he P

resident him
self stated publicly at that tim

e, "In 
the final analysis it is their w

ar. T
hey are the ones that 

have to w
in it or lose it. W

e can help them
, give them

 
equipm

ent. W
e can send our m

en out there as advisers. 
B

ut they have to w
in it." 

H
ow

ever, the P
resident's m

ilitary advisers continued 
to tell him

 the w
ar w

as going w
ell. O

n O
ctober 2, 1963, 

after another w
hirlw

ind visit to V
ietnam

, Secretary M
c-

N
am

ara insisted that the P
resident issue the follow

ing 
statem

ent: 

T
he m

ilitary program
 in South V

ietnam
 has m

ade prog-
ress and is sound in principle, though im

provem
ents are 

being energetically sought. . . . Secretary M
cN

am
ara and 

G
eneral T

aylor reported their judgm
ent that the m

ajor 
part of the U

.S. m
ilitary task can be com

pleted by the 
end of 1965. . . . T

hey reported that by the end of this 
year [1963] the U

.S. program
 for training V

ietnam
ese 

should have progressed to the point that one thousand 
U

.S. m
ilitary personnel assigned to South V

ietnam
 can 

be w
ithdraw

n. 

A
 P

resid
en

t deserves better counsel than this from
 

his m
ilitary advisers! 

T
here has been m

uch speculation about w
hat President 

K
ennedy w

ould or w
ould not have done in V

ietnam
 had 

he lived. H
aving discussed m

ilitary affairs w
ith him

 often 
and in detail for fifteen years, I know

 he w
as totally op-

posed to the introduction of com
bat troops in Southeast 

A
sia. H

is public statem
ents just before his m

urder support 
this view

. T
hat the evil that m

en do should so often live 
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after them
 w

hile the good is interred w
ith their bones 

IS tragedy enough. L
et us not also lay blam

e on the dead 
for our ow

n failures. 
B

y 1964 V
ietnam

 had becom
e a m

ajor political issue 
in the presidential cam

paign. President Johnson reassured 
those w

hom
 he w

as later to refer to as "nervous N
ellies" 

w
ith the w

ords "I have not chosen to enlarge the w
ar." 

H
e later reiterated, "W

e aren't going to send A
m

erican 
boys nine thousand or ten thousand m

iles aw
ay to do 

w
hat the A

sian boys ought to be doing for them
selves." 

In A
ugust 1964, under circum

stances still not totally 
clear, tw

o U
.S. destroyers w

ere attacked by N
orth V

iet-
nam

ese PT
 boats. President Johnson ordered "air action" 

against "gunboats and certain supporting facilities" in 
N

orth V
ietnam

. In the excitem
ent follow

ing the attack 
on the destroyers, C

ongress, at the behest of the adm
inis-

tration, adopted the Southeast A
sia R

esolution upon 
w

hich the adm
inistration bases its action today. O

n F
eb-

ruary 7, 1965, the first air strikes w
ere ordered against 

N
orth V

ietnam
. O

n M
arch 6 tw

o U
.S. m

arine battalions 
w

ere landed in South V
ietnam

. T
he direct U

.S. involve-
m

ent in Southeast A
sia, against w

hich som
e of us had 

fought for so long, had begun in earnest. B
y O

ctober 
1965 draft calls w

ere the largest since the K
orean W

ar 
and A

m
erican forces in South V

ietnam
 totaled 148,3oo• 

A
t this tim

e, though now
 out of governm

ent, I once 
again felt a grave personal concern for the future. M

y 
concern w

as on tw
o distinct levels. F

irst I w
as distressed 

that so m
uch of our physical w

ealth and hum
an energy 

should be diverted from
 our urgent dom

estic problem
s. 

E
ven back then the w

ar in V
ietnam

 w
as costing m

ore 
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