..invaded, their vmag

“VIETNAMIZATION” _of the -Indoc
war seems more-and more to: memxt.hat itiss

‘now mainly waged on the ground in Laoe’f

and Cambodin ‘and’ in the  air over. North
Vietnam. This is o doubt & lief to the

- South Vietnamese and to-the’ United States -

ground forces but lt spreads rather than
ends the war.
As fifst United’ States resident ambma-

dor in-Laos, I have followed the tragedy of *

,th‘t small. courttry with a special sympathy

end angulsh No more Hndly, humine end
inoffensive communlty human beinucan [
beimlgined. G i F R O
Yet for 20 years, through no fault of their
own, -entirely as a side-efféct. of: the ambi-:
tions: of their nelghbors and the rivalries of .
the great powers, theyglaévs%r been repeatedly’s

ple killed ‘or made’ h ;
‘Undoubtedly. the:chiés: ¢

rage lies ‘with ‘'the: North ‘Vietnam

since: 1954 ‘havie Képtan Artifical: civil” war

alive ‘in Laos and who,.since 1960, have—in’

gross-violation of the Geneva: eecords—-used

" Laotan: tefrifory as their main supply route

i

to the south,: 4.5 -

However, more than 10 years “ago Presx-
dent Keénnedy' decided that Laos was too re-
mote: and inaccessible to be saved by United

tates military intervention and that :its
nly ulvetlon ley in a negothted eettle-
nt. PR

CAMBODIA, while also shamelessly usedk

: D
to their forces in the south, “escaped. direct

involvement until the overthtow of | Sihanouk

Since ‘then, however, 4t has b invaded
repeatedly by both. North and South Viet-:
namese, invaded and bombed by the United -
States, and ravaged and : devuteted nlmost
as much as Laos.

I have long hoped thet an eventu'al aettle~
ment -in Vietnam, ‘however it ‘might-come.
about, would more or less restore the status :
quo ante in Laos and Cambodia—a coalition
government with the non-Communists pre-
ponderant in Laos, a: neutralist government

v‘otoneeonoranotherinCambodh.

In view of the increasing entenglemeht of

the two countries-in the war during the past

two years, and Communist gains in_both of
them, I am now considerably less hopeful. .
On _one point, however, I am certain—that .
if the Unitéd States, after seven years of
massive involvement in Vietnam, has been
unable to assure a favorable outcome there,

we ‘shall not be apnie to-assure a 1avoraple -

outcome in Laos and Cambodia by prolong-"

ing our military aid_
bombing. -

All ‘we - could: achiev

d, escalating our |

!

by -these devices

. would be to add to’ the ‘destruction and to :

prolong two civil wars which (since we can-

have. to end. eventuauyg;in 8
commodatlon i¢ :

{bombing of North Vletnam
{ grounds thatit:is ‘e 2

g B
to it again, even though
- experience in Indo
is ineffective; that in
- stroys friend and foe :
~ only forecloses early

not intervene decisively at. thig stage) will ;
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