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orse said he is convinced K
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Morse Describes Viet Study 
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Continued from Page One 

always known for his honesty, outspo-
kenness and straightforward manner. 

Morse would provide no additional 
details about the alleged study which he 
said was shifting President Kennedy's 
view of the proper course for American 
policy in Southeast Asia. 

It is generally agreed that the recent 
disclosure of the Pentagon papers leaves 
its stiffest indictment of the Kennedy 
administration. 

No Answers 

For example, the first New York 
Times story about the Pentagon study on 
June 13 said the papers provide "no con-
clusive answers to some of the most 
widely asked questions about the war: 
(including) If President Kennedy had 
lived, would he have led the U.S. into a 
full-scale ground war in South Vietnam 
and an air war against North Vietnam as 
President Johnson did." 

Attempts to reach Galbraith for 
comment were unsuccessful. In his book, 
"Ambassador's Journal: A Personal 
Account of the Kennedy Years," Gal-
braith makes no mention of conducting 
such a study for the late President. How-
ever, the book does contain a memo 
dated April 4, 1962 urging that Ameri-
can forces be kept out of combat action 
in Vietnam. 

Galbraith's opposition to the war is 
well-known and was stated early. The 
1962 memo is only one example of this 
opposition. 

The historical iignificance of such a 
study, if it exists, would rest with the in-
fluence it may have had on the late Presi-
dent. 

Asked if he felt the course of the Viet-
nam war and the Pentagon papers had 
vindicated his long-time opposition, 
Morse declared, "I never talk about vin-
dication. Nothing can vindicate the kill-
ing." 

The thin 70-year-old former senator 
was found in his fields on a tractor cut-
ting hay last Saturday. He was dressed in 
baggy jeans, cowboy boots, a light blue 
shirt, an old straw hat, and work gloves. 
Morse said his farm manager had quit 
without notice and he was left with close 
to 100 acres of standing hay that had to 
be cut. Morse said farm labor was im-
possible to find so he was doing the hay-
ing himself. 

- -Hired Away  

It was later learned that his farm 
manager had been hired away by Mont-
gomery Circuit Court Judge Kathryn 
Shook DuFour. 

Because he can't find farm help, 
Morse said he is selling his 74 acre farm 
which he has owned since 1957. Serving 
cokes and oatmeal cookies, Morse said 
he was not leaving Maryland but would 
rent another farm in the area. He and his 
wife, Midge, have an apartment in 
Washington, D.C. at the Watergate and 
spend 60 to 70 -per-tent of their time at 
another farm in Oregon. 

Besides doing the farming, Morse 
said he was sleeping out at the farm to 
keep guard at night "Imagine Wayne 
Morse a security guard," he said deri-
sively. 

To keep. busy, Morse said he does 
some lecturing, law consulting, labor 
arbitration and the farm work. Asked if 
he was going to run again for any politi-
cal office again, he replied, "We don't 
know about running again." 

At the beginning of the interview  

which was held in his two-room farm-
hand house, he announced: "You're not 
talking to any flowing fountain of opti-
mism about where this country's going.. 
. I'll get some ice (for the cokes) to cool 
you off from what I'm going to say." 

Often dipping back into the 1950s, 
Morse talked about the time President 
Harry Truman offered him the job of 
U.S. Attorney General in 1950 when 
Morse was a Republican. He said he de-
clined. Morse resigned from the Repub-
lican party in 1952 when Eisenhower was 
nominated and stayed in the Senate as an 
Independent until he joined the Demo-
cratic party in 1955. 

Morse called Eisenhower "the most 
incompetent man who ever sat in the 
White House." He labeled President 
Nixon a "slicker ... an evil man ... an 
egomaniac." Morse said,these twikinen 
"set an incubator that hatched Viet-
nam." 

Concerning Presid e; Johnson's deci-
sions in Vietnam, Mo e said there has 
never been a satisfactory explanation for 
his "inexcusable" acts. 

• 

"'We'll either repudiate the Nixon 
Doctrine or millions of boys will die in 
Asia if they will go .... I'm one of the few 
who says they should refuse to go," 
Morse added. 

Condensing his advice, he said Amer-
icans must always remember their rights 
guaranteed in the procedure of govern-
ment are more important than any other, 
there are no degrees of dishonesty, the 
country needs a free press, and secret 
diplomacy has no place in a free country. 

A former law professor and law 
school dean, Morse summarized, "I'm 
an old teacher and we use the degree of 
repetition that comes with the capacity 
of the class." He ni ite LI that he frequently 
had to "conduct .; 	,.erninar for the 
U.S. Senate.- 

Though during his Administration 
Kennedy increased the number of Amer-

! ican troops in Vietnam from about 2,000 
to 16,000, Morse's statements suggest 
Kennedy was considering a change or de-
escalation at the time of his death. 

If correct, Morse's statements about 
.-a Galbraith study c01114 	isomer 

the nagging question about what Presi-
dent Kennedy might have done had he 
lived. 


