
S 

u 
U.S. pilots were 

least four - 
ation, 

Can.  yOtt even apOroxlMate whY-Piesideot Nixon 
escalated our bombing of North Vietnam.in the last 
.week of 1971 when we had lost only one , American 
soldier the week before?—David Klein, Newark, NJ. 
A. Secretary of Defense. Laird eicplainect in a TV inter-' 
view on Dec. 30, 1971, that the main reason was to 
reduce the number cif American casualties and pro- 

Laird'iexplanation len& itself to doubt. • 	_ 
Most probably Nixon escalated the bombiOg in 

reipimse to .General Creighton Abrams requeit, in 
Order to impede **flow of enemy troops ,  and sup-
plies to Leos where our allies had lost the Plain of 
Jarres, and to Cambodia where our allfies.are in dan-, 

er-of-losing the entire country 'Defeat Of ark. 
-as Nixon has pointed out in-his book, 'Six Criset, usu- 

. ;ally arouses in him a hostile, retaliatorraction. , 
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