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By Roger Morris

ERE has never been a political
love affair quite like it — the
brief, intense romance of a gen-
eration with a stylish, handsome

young President named John Fitzger-
ald Kennedy. Promising to be epic in
life, the passion would only grow with
the classic tragedy of assassination and
martyrdom in November 1063, leaving
the survivors prone to both public myth
and private wistfulness about what was
and what might have besn.

For more than a decade historians
and popularizers alike have been slowly
peeling away, layer by layer, the long
encrusted, often deliberately created
iconography surrounding that extraor-
dinary love and loss. It seemed inevita-
ble, therefore, that we would eventually
have Nigel Hamilton's "JFK: Reckless
Youth” the gripping first volume of an
ambitious full-scale life of John F.

Kennedy.
Wir. Hamilton, the British scholar who
is the afficial chronicler of Field Mar-
shal Bernard Montgomery, has been
undaunted, almost jaunty, fn entering
the relatively unfamiliar American ter-
rain for an unauthorized Kennedy biog-
raphy, even if important elements of
Continued on page 36
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John F. Kennédy as a Navy lieutenant during World War I1.

In War, Many Are Responsible, Some Are Guilty

Japanese atrocities in World  From the life of a cell to the Doing justice at the Nurem-
‘War II were as bad as we atomic bomb, all things con-  berg trials was far from

said they were; now even nect in the wars of the 20th easy; nevertheless, it was
they admit it. 13 century 14 done. 15
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America's greatest writer
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about the experiences
that shaped her earliest
appetites. From girlbood
through first marriage,
here is & rich, v ceral
remembrance about the
deepest hungers of heart
and body.
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in this century.”

—*The New Yark Times Book Review

“She is to literary prose
what Sir Lanrence Olivier
is to acting and Willic Mays
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thi§ volume, covering only the years 1917-46,
involve British policy on the eve of World
War IL There will be quibbling about Mr.
Hamilton's handling of Boston politics, and
about his use of a style often less dignified
than the subject — “all was not well in the
state of Denmark,” “itopened another can of
worms.” This sometimes ,epetitive, simplis-
tic, breathless narrativ ~auld have benefit-
ed from additional eitio

o psychology seem ! for more of the

historian’sdetachrme A _ chough claiming
more than 2000 i- wer <ws, Mr. Hamilton
can be depencent 3  surprisingly few
sources and perstecves for significant

events and periods.

Yet none of this should obscure the funda-
mental importance or {ascination of this
book. Mr. Hamilton has mined remarkable
new sources, ranging from hundreds of per-

sistency of insight, *JFK: Reckless Youth™
uﬂyummmmmbmntm

portraits, i
qu Wan‘h Frankiin Roosevelt, kobun

whale excursions -

mm]mﬁmmmm‘?
Ji Kennedy.

oseph P.

Usually a phlegmatic narrator, Mr. Hamil-
ton seems overcome on occasion by the
sheer seediness and “almost dra-
ma” of these instantly decadent parvenus,
the “dotty mother” and the lecherous father
who “could not resist the tempeation to ma-

his own ity deprived chil-
dren,” pow shouting exhortations to win and
excel, now pinching or caressing young girls
who visited the house or spreading out porno-
graphic magazines an the bed to greet the
frail second son returning home from prep
schoal.

uality. At the exclusive, stilted, hyp-

ocritical bearding school Choate, a
kind of institutional variation of his family
life, he remained a clever but

literary
man wha was to be the most haunting Presi-
dent af recent times. By turns poignant and

in which the young Jack grew up
nothing less than an abused child. Tl again

this p

dent lost his virginity in & Harlem whore-
mmmm-mwlmm
a doctor to

vague, often
mummummw
worm,” witty, bright but careless, seemingly

horrifying, but always the
first volume gives us back a lost history, and

books and a grand story
— though just how rich and textured, how
tortuous and Mr. Hamilton

tgoing yet deeply self-protective, in stud-
ied revoit against a mother's vacuity and a
father's oppression. Scarcely a hundred
pages Into “JFK: Reckless Youth” there is

cines,
'dnnm’hhmpﬂh!mtlmh
every way, only the beginning of an obses-
sion that would far surpass even his father's

debauchery.
Sent after Choate to an indifferent stay at
the London School of Economics, Jack re-

iong before Dallas.

to enclure another round of painful, isolating

Jack . .. thought about why his moth-
er was not there much of the time.
Rose's that she was de-

chard Beach, Maine, in 1906, it was the begin-
ning of a troubled courtship that grew inio a
singular.political union and a singularly di-
sastrous marriage.

scandals in World War 1, or as notorious as
what Mr. Hamilton calls the “financial lar-
ceny on a vast and unseen scale” that pro-
duced the family fortune in the stock market
of the early 1820's.

parting on another six-week vacation
‘with her sister, Agnes, earned the 5-
year-old’s memorable rebuke: “Gee,
you're 8 greal mother to go away and
leave your children ail alone!™

‘When not engaged in fisticuffs with
his older brother, Jack turned more and
more 1o books. Though he'd survived his
‘bout with scariet fever, he remained
frail, skinny, and subject to almost con-
tinual iiinesses. According to Rose, it
was his enforced Incarceration that
caused him tolearn to read. . .. “The
fact that he was so often sick in bed or

ents when home, as well as solace when
they wers not. Banksmnnlyhleledl
gruwing curiosity,
mmwmnwmvmm
“Before b went to school,” Joe

While Joe moved on to Hollywood, Ly

“I remember
‘when he was a little bit of a shaver try-
ing to find out where the Canary Islands
were he had read

The Tension at Abbotsford Road

about them in & Billy Whiskers boal.
Me, Thad never heard of the Canary Is-
lands at the time."

Rose had heard of the Canary Islands,
but not the Sandwich Islands, “Tcon-
fessed I didn't know but said I'd find out,
as [ did, and then showed him in the at-

my mother had given it to him. It
seemed (o me very, very poorly illus-
truted, with the pictures in brash, flam-
boyant colors.”

Brashness and flamboyance were
anathema to the Ice Maiden of Abbots-
ford Road. Apart from hating the men-
tion of sex, she recoiled from plays and
novels that portrayed “poverty, dirt and
sloth,” as she put it. Her own taste in
books remained as secondhand as the

with which she

covered (he walls of her home. For little
Jack she permitted only volumes “from
the P.T.A.- and library-approved lists.”
Like the films that would later be shown
In the house, all had (o be vettad,




hospitalizations, even a mistaken diagoosis of terminal

cluded, ultimately had no choice but to follow.
thing else Jack would write in his life would so

leukemia. He survived it all, Mr. Hamil Kp
with an insouciance that became both charm and
strength, and in the mid-1030°s Jack's world of suntans,
sailing races, society parties and sex went on, with no
aspparent intrusion by Depression America. Meanwhile,
Joe Kennedy wenl on ceasslessly |ockeying, bribing
and maneuvering for power in the Roosevelt Adminis-
tration his money helped create,

As a student at Harvard from 1936 wo 1940, Jack
slowly began to awaken intellectually. AE unm-i;iml

speak the man,” Mr, Hamilton observes, praising uu-
comments on leadership ss the sort of “unsparing
pultucalmllrm"thltwuuldbalhehnumnrkutu
Presidency. Nathing else, too, he might have

and i

Harmilton ends the firstof WHSz s IntEnded o be tres
volumes. He relates in t detail the marvelousstory

Replete with graft and manipulations that would have

“made old Honey Fitz and Pat Kennedy blush, with

recreationzl sex on top of the rented desks at campaign
b ters, even with a midcampaign vacsation in

Kennedy

added, would sep Y
John F. Kennedy
inspired to & concept of public service as leading rather

than following.
All but crippled by an unrelieved back injury,
d by chroni and bowel afflictions, new-

' bur earnest freshman essay on the French
leader Francis | serily and self-consciously foreshad-
owed some of Jack's own profligacy, ambition and
city. As a political-sci major, he later applied
himself diligently to courses in comparative politics
and international affairs, doing at one point & conscien-
tious field study of a congressman’s office.

At the same time, however, he seemed to shed none
of the social shallowness of his frozen youth. There was
& ritual European tour and sprea. But after Joe Kenne-
dy's carefully manipulated appointment as Unitad
States Ambassador to Britain in January 18938 the
young hedonist also acted, when well enough, as occa-
sional and avid assistant in his father's seamy double
game of appeasing Hitler in Europe while grandiosely
and quixotically plotring to réplace Roosevell as Presi-
dent of the United States.

Mr. Hamilton tells as never before the tale of
Jack's in that dal of Ameri-
can tic history — i his scabrous un-
signed editorial In The Harvard Crimson parroting his
father In sssuming an Allled defeat and proposing the
tribute of coloniss and the surrender of Eastern Europe
o buy aff Hitler. It was an article that might weil have
cost Jack Kennedy his later political career had its
author been identified.

Mr. Hamilton also stresses Jack’s tentative
steps toward political and inallectual inde-
pendence from a corrupt, imperious father —
lettars with a questioning tone, Harvard papers

on class politics that at least hinted by 1839-40 that
“Jack's sympathies were shifting away from those of
his father.”

Thar amancipation was to be a lifetime struggle, in
some ways never fully

whose shadow he grew up, and in whom resided the
father’s innate bigotry and shallowness as wall as Jos
Kome_-dy‘s langer-term political megalomania Joe Jr,
was “i ble of writing arti y or arrestingly,”
Mr. Hamilton observes. *He was snide, bullying, shart-
tempered, standoffish, aggressive with girls, insincere
In his affairs and siavishly anxious to do his father's
bidding.” Whatever their similarities, the difference
baxwemu:emnﬂennedyheus-uzmphsﬂudbyme
second son's mind, grace and relative imperturbability
— made Jack the far more honarable bearer of the
family political standard, — ¥
As it was, Jack's mediocre senior hanors lhu‘
Britain's attempted accommodation with Hitler —
wrilten after war bagan in Eurape and with sources
gathered largaly by courtesy of Joe Kennedy's Landon
Embassy and the official diplomatic pouch — would be
converted into a 1940 best seller with the ald and advice
of Arthur Krock, a journalist with The New York Times
who was a longtime intimate of and de facta publicist
for Jos Kennedy. Additional help came from Hanry
Luce, the publisher of Times magazine, whose wife,
Clare Boothe Luce, had probably bean one of Joe Sr.'s
many conquests. For a world aghast at the Nazi blitz-
krieg in the summeér of 1840, “Why England Slept™
discreetly softensd or entirely p of the
Harvard senior's original defense of appeasement. |
Far Jack Kennedy, however, the essential point of
the episode he had just studied and seen In part first-
hand went beyond London's (and his father's) savagely
discredited diplomacy, From the fateful descent to-
ward war in the 1630's he drew a bleak moral about the -
intrinsic limits of policy in democratic sociaties.
. Britain's military weakness,
agreement that'grew out of it, the appeasement strat-
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the infamous Munich .

', e ed, were not the fault of politl- -« -
~Z==_cians or regimes, bul rather were “due Lo the slowness

fy racked by venereal disease, the 23-year-old -Jack
paused at Stanford for a time after Harvard He was
drafted, re| because of his ailments, and finally

S0 L
the President from the many he

Hollywood for affairs with actresses and ice sicaters, it
was J.F.K's political debut, a portent of the hnl:!m o
come. v .
The biographer leaves us in that November 46

years ago, promising an “even more

palitical career about to begin.” The reader knows how
it all ends, of course, but one can only imagine what the
comparabie revelations will be between this volume
and the of o in front of the

jected :
secured through his facher’s infl: adirect
sion as an officer in naval intelligence.

While in the Navy, and under Government surveil-
lance, he carried on a torrid affair with Inga Arvad, a
beautiful Danish journalist whom & crudely bungling
F.B.L suspected (with no real evidence, the book makes
plain) of being a Nazi spy. The vital, sensuous Inga, Mr.
Hamilton judges from myriad letters, telephone tran-
scripts and testimony, was “the greatest love of Jack's
life,” yet a passion J.F.K. himself would eventually

that i

Texas School Book Depositary in Dallas 20 years ago o
the day. 5 |

ERE are in this first volume 30 many moments

when we can glimpse in the boy and young man,

even in his shameless rake's progress, some of

the undeniable gifts of the later political hero.
But after Mr. Hamilton, it will never be enough meraly |
1o justify John F. Kennedy by the inspirational, some- |

John F. Kennedy at a birthday party for his sister Eunicein London, 1938,
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- deride, in the face of his fathers disapproval, as “just

something I picked up on the road.”
Mr. Hamilton is st his historian's best in the tangled
military and political episode of PT 109, Jack's wartime
-heroism in the South Pacific that became, typically,
such a mixture of reality, confection and exploitation.
The book's reconstruction of the fateful prelude to
action and its gritcy evocation of bartle’s authentic
pathos and caprice, the nobility and bravery amid “the
chaos, cowardice and confusion,” are all masterly.
After the war Jack returnied o a country in which
family influence was still powerful, despite Joe Kenne-
dy’s exile from government after his pre-Peari Harbor
resignation as ‘Ambassador, and' where the 1

times great events of a- Presidency, or even. by the
comparative frailties of his rivals. (“Do you realize the
responsibility 1 carry?" he used to say in a favorite line.
“I'm the only person standing batween Nixon and the
White House."™) . d

What price did we pay for the deeper flaws and
scars of which the sexual and sexist pathology was only
a manifestation? What of Kennedy’s ruthless, often
i gic runatthe B -ans in the 1850's from the
right, the electoral fraud, the White House liaisons with
organized crime? i

It was sn}do‘.f John F. Kennedy’s ultimats populari-
tynn:'lmmymom that.we could never again allow

almost suicidal death-of Joe Jr. while on 3 bombing
mission, trying pathetically to become his father's hero
as well, had left the second son the political heir

e A sequel to that death that Mr.
Mr. Hamilton poses the

most anguishing questions

.about style arid substance,
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such identification, such in ina
politician. Perhaps. History in any case has. since
spared us the temptation, '

But Nigel Hamilton's “JFK: Reckless Youth™ re-
mains far more than a disillusioning dossier on the first
lost love. Again and again in this unsparing if not
uwmmumnmunp,hemummtmnwny_.
from the sheer paradox and ambiguity of the man — |
the vitality and k energy indol narcis- |
l:ynndnhﬁvmm}uyﬂrym:mdtyinnmwm
t:;anhm:nl. intefligence and ignorance, engagement

& s 6O and crav

This rich biography pases, unspoken; the most
anguishing and ancient queations of elective politics —

about ch personility,” style, sub--
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