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Progress 

Reckless Youth. 
By Nigel Hamilton 
Muscrated. 898 pp New York: 
Random Rouse. 510. 

By Roger Morris 

T
ER E has never been a political 

love affair orate like it — the 
brief, intense romance of a gen-
eration with a stylish, handsome 

young President named John Fitzger-
ald Berrinedy. Promising to be epic in 
life, the passion would only grew with 
the classic tragedy of assasserstrOn and 
martyrdom in November 1903. leaving 
the survivors prone to both public myth 
and private wistfulness about what was 
and what might have been_ 

For more than n decade historians 
and popularizers alike have been slowly 
peeling away, layer by layer, the long 
encrusted, often deliberately created 
iconography surrounding that extraor-
dinary love and loss. ft seemed inevita-
ble, therefore, that we would eventually 
have Nigel Hamilton's "MK, Reckless 
Youth," the gripping first vomme of an 
ambitious hill-scale life 0 John F 
Kennedy. 

Mr. Hamilton, the British scholar-who 
LS Lite official chronicler of Field Mar-
shal Bernard Montgomery, has been 
undaunted, almost Aunty, in entering 
the relatively unfamiliar American ter-
rain for an unauthorized Kennedy biog-
raphy, even if important elements of 

Continued on page 36 

Roger Morris, who served on the 
White House National Security Council 
Men under both Lyndon Johnson and 
Richard Nixon, la the author al "Rich-
ard Milhous Nixon The Rise of an 
American Politician." 
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John F Kenneth-,  as a Navy lieutenare during World War fl. 
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"In bey Place. —Ct memoir of 
Iniegratien, by Charlayne 
Hunter-Gaup Page 9. 
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deride, in the face of his father's disapproval, as "plat 
something I picked up on the road." 

Mr. Hamilton is at his historian's best in the tangled 
military end political episode of PT lea, Jack's wartime 

,herolirrn in the Small Pacific that became, typically, 
such a mixture of reality, confection and exploitation. 
The book's reconstruction of the fateful prelude to 
action and as gritty evocation of battle's authentic 
pathos and caprice, the nobility and bravery amid "the 
chaos, cowardice and confusio" are all masterly. 

After the war lark returned to a country In which 
family influence was soli powerful, despite Joe Kenne-
dy's exile from government after his pre-Pearl Harbor 
resignation as 'Ambassador, and where the senseless, 
almost suicidal death of Joe Jr. while on a bombing 
mission, trying pathetically to become his father's hero 
as well, had left the second son the political heir 
apparent 

It is in the immediate sequel to that.death that Mr. 

Ml: Hamilton poses the 
most anguishing questions 
about style and substance, 

money andpolve:Y; personal 
- and public.virtue- 

hospitatizations, even a mistaken diagnosis of terminal 
leukemia. He survived tt all, Mr. Hamilton explains, 
with an insouciance that became both charm and 
strength, and in the mid-19311's Jock's world of suntans. 
sailing races, society parties and sex went on, with no 
apparent intrusion by Depression America. Meanwhile, 
Joe Kennedy went an ceaselessly tockeylog, bribing 
and maneuvering for power in the Roosevelt Adminis-
tration his money helped create. 

As a student at Harvard from 1936 to 1940, Jack 
slowly began ID awaken Intellectually. An unoriginal 
but earnest !I-Isthmian essay on the French Renaissance 
leader Francis 1 eerily and self-consciously foreshad-
owed some of Jack's own profligacy, ambition and 
capacity. As a political-science major, he later applied 
himself diligently to courses in comparative politics 
and International affairs, doing at one pant a conscien-
tious field study of a congressmen's office. 

At the same time, however, he seemed to shed none 
of the social shallowness of his frozen youth. There was 
a ritual European tour and spree_ But after Joe Kenne-
dy's carefully manipulated appointment as United 
States Ambassador to Britain in January 1930 the 
young hedonist also acted, when well enough, as  occa-
sional and avid assistant in his father's seamy double 
game of appeasing Hitler in Europe while grandiosely 
and quixotically plating to replace Roosevelt as Presi-
dent of the United States. 

Mr. Hamilton tells as never before the tale of 
Jack's embroilment in that authentic scandal of Ameri-
can diplomatic history — including his scabrous un-
signed editorial In The Harvard Crimson parroting his 
father In assuming an Allied defeat and proposing the 
tribute of colonies and the surrender of Eastern Europe 
to buy off Hitler_ It was an article that might well have 
cost Jack Kennedy his later political career had its 
author been identified. 

Mr. Hamilton also stresses Jack's tentative yk-7 steps toward political and Intellectual bade- 
pendastrat from a corrupt, imperious father - 
letters With a questioning tone, Harvard papers 

on class politics that RE least hinted by 1939-40 that 
"Jack's iympathas were shifting away from those of 
his father." 

That emancipation was to be a lifetime struggle, in 

- — aome ways never fully resavi. 1t52:11-4-14Itan 
whose shadow he grew up, and in whom resided the 
father's innate bigotry and shallowness as well as Joe 
Kennedy's longer-terns political megalomania. Joe Ir. 
was ^incapable of venting articulately or arrestingly," 
Mr. Hamilton observes, "He was snide, bullying, short-
tempered, standoffish, aggressive with girls, insincere 
In his affairs and slavishly anxious to do his father's 
bidding" Whatever their sondarittes,.the difference 
between the two Kennedy heirs — as emphasized by the 
second sonat mind, grace and relative imperturbability 
— made lack the far more honorable bearer of the 
family political standern 

r As it was, Jack's mediocre senior honors thee,
I 

am 
Britain's attempted accommodation with Hitler -
written after war began In Europe and with soureea 
gathered largely by courtesy of Joe Kennedy's London 
Embassy and the official diplomatic pouch — would be 
converted into a IMO best seller with the aid and advice 
of Arthur Krona. a Journalist with The New York Tunes 
who was a longtime ultimate of and de facto publicist 
for Joe Kennedy Additional help came from Heart' 
Luce, the publisher of Time magazine, whose vide, 
Clare Bonthe Luce, had probably been one of Joe Sr.'s 
many conquests. For a world aghast at the Nan Mai-
krieg In the summer of 1940, "Why England Slept" 
discreetly softened or excised entirely portions of the 
Harvard senora original defense of appeasement 

For Jack Kennedy, however, the essential point of 
the episode he had Mat studied and seen in part first-
hand went beyond Landon's (and his father's) savagely 
discredited diplomacy. From the fateful descent to-
ward war to the 1030', he drew a bleak moral about the 
mtruisic limits of policy in democratic societies. . . 

Britain's military weakness, the infamoup Munich 
agreement that 	out of. ii the appeasement strait- 

..i-___-- -- egy altogether, be declared, were not the fault of polin- 
—..-.77,  clans or regimes, but rather were "due to the simmers, 
--,----,' cif the conversion of the British public in general" tafia 

sacrificial net:kcal preparedness. In the tumult of ele'?.-  
torsi politics, Where eleven were crushed In the sear,'.. 
Ice of unpopular causes, political leadership, he coo; 

eluded, ultimately bad no choice but to follow. 
"Nothing else Jack would write in his life would so 

speak the man" Mr. Hamilton observes, praising the 
comments on leadership as the wart of "unsparing 
political realism" that would be the hallmark of 
Kennedy Presidency. Nothing else, too, he might have 
added. would separate so cynically and expediently 
John F. Kennedy the President from the many he 
Inspired to a concept of public service as leading rather 
than following. 

All but crippled by an unrelieved back injury, 
plagued by chronic stomach and bowel afflictions, new-
ly racked by venereal disease, the 23-year-old Jack 
paused at Stanford for a time after Harvard. He was 
drafted, rejected because of his ailments, and finally 
secured through his father's influence a direct commis-
sion as an officer in naval intelligence. 

While in the Navy, and under Government surveil. 
lance, he carried on a torrid affair with 'Inge Arran a 
beautiful Danish lourrualisc whom a crudely bungling 
F.B.I. suspected (with no real evidence, the book makes 
plain) of being a Nazi spy. The vital. sensuous Inge, Mr 
Hamilton judges from myriad letters, telephone tran-
scripts and testimony, was "the greatest  love 01  Jack's 
life," 'yet a passion J.F.K. himself would eventually 

•■■■■1..A.Val 

times great events of a' Presidency. or even by the 
comparative frailties of his rivals. ("Do you realize the 
responsibility I carry?" he used to say in a favorite line. 
"I'm the only parses standing between Nixon and the 
White House.") 

What price did we pay for the deeper flaws and 
scars of which the sexual and sexist pathology was only 
a manifestation? What of Kennedy's ruthless, often 
demagogic not at the Republicans in the 1950's from the 
right, the electoral fraud, the White House liaisons with 
organized crime? 

ft was said Of John F. Kennedy's ultimate populari-
ty and mariyrdOm that we could never again allow 
ourselves such Identification, such investment in a 
politician. Perhaps. History in, any case has since 
spared us the temptation. 

But Nigel Hamilton's ''JFK: Reckless Youth" re-
ar/aim far more thin a disillusioning dossier on the first 
last lone. Again and again in this umpiring if not 
always unsentimental saga, he refuses to turn away 
from the sheer paradox and ambiguity of the man -
the vitality and weakness. energy and indolence, narcis-
sism and sellalepreca Lion, charm and wiliness, curiae-
ay and obliviousness, loyalty and cruelty, intimacy and 
detachment, Intelligence and Ignorance, engagement 
and complacency, courage and cravenness. 

This rich biography poses, unarsken the most 
anguishing and ancient questions of elective politico -
questions about character, 'personality. style, sub-. 
Stance, money and power, personal and public virtue. 
and, not least, inspihation and example. in the end it is a 
honk' not onlYaboUt Rremarkatde pitting John F. lib. 
nedy, but also about Americandernocracy's own says  
rer.kkbas age. 	- _ 	

-till 
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Hamilton ends the firseWerilaViWani-taire three 
volumes. He relates in greet detail the marvelmlbstory 
of Jack's successful 1946 run for Cthigrma in Boston_ 
Replete with graft and manipulations that would have 
made old Honey Fitz and Pat Kennedy blush, with 
reel-ea tiOnal sex on top of the rented desks at campaign 
headquarters, even with a naidreimpaign vacation in 
Hollywood for affairs with actresses and ice skaters. it 
was J.F.K.-s political debut, a portent of the fame to 
come. 

The biographer lewies us in that November 46 
years ago, promating an "even more extraorduotry 
political career about to begin.` The reader knows how 
it all ends, of course, but one can only imagine what the 

comparable revelations will be between this volume 
and the account of that blinding moment in front of the 

Texas School Book Depository in Deltas 29 years ago to 
the day. 

T
ERE are in this first walumeso many moments 

when we can glimpse in the boy and young man. 
even In his shameless rake's progress, some of 
die undeniable gifts of the later political here 

But after Mr. Harrulton, it will never be enough merely 
to Justify John F Kennedy by the inspirational, some- 

Jahn F. Kennedy at a birthday pony !orals sister Eonicein London, 1939. 


