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of this Hemispheie shonld fail 1o meet their commiunents ag = e
outside Communist peretration — then 1 want ivclearly, ‘understogyf
that this Governmient will not hesitate in meeting its primary abhs
gations which are to the security of our Nation!”

Having uttered this obscure but: emphmr warning, he went £ 0
to define the lesson of the eplsoﬂv Communism, he said, was: hot)
less interested in aims as the means of direct aggression than Had
the shield behind which subversion, infiltration, and a host of mlu!‘
tactics steadily advance, picking off vulnerable areds one by ﬂ“—
in situations which do not penmit our own armedl rm“\'untmlu :
_ This “new and deeper struggle " Kennedy said, was taking plo@d . g
" every day, without fanfare, in villages and markets and (l.l»-\iouns SRS
all over the g]ohe it called for new concepts, new ools, a new £,
sense of urgency. “Too Iong we have fixed our eyes on rradition & ;g
a]n.ary needs, on armies prepared to cross borders, on missil@$ -

ised for flight. Now it should be clear that this is no long@b .o
enough — that our security may be lost piece by plt‘Le, country buy -
country, without the firing of a single mns:le or the crbamng ol & -
single border.” 4 ' o
He concluded' "We mtend to recwmlne .md 1;:01 mm, nu

was to “find a proper'legal co
weekend he had talked to
Barry Goldwater. Harry S.]
only the attention of the Vice-President.

As part of the strategy of pxbiéc on, he moved to
ering speculation over responsibility, for the pr

* Richard M. Nixon,‘ “Cuba, .
November 1964 :
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his age had disqualified him from consideration as Secretary of
State. He had spent much of his life in dealing with the Russians
— ever since he had bargained with Trotsky over mining concessions
in the twenties. During the Second World War he had worked with
Roosevelt, Churchill and Stalin and attended nearly all the war-
time conferences. He had served as ambassador to Moscow and
London. He had run the Marshall Plan in Europe and had been
Truman’s national security adviser during the Korean War. In all
these years he had not succumbed to illusions either about commu-
nism or about the anti-communist crusade.

His world trip had shown him the brilliance of the hopes excited
by the new President. Convinced that America had not had such.
potentialities of world influence since the days of F.D.R., he
bounded back to Washington filled with energy, purpose and ideas.
looking years younger than he had in his last melancholy days as a
New' York politician. 1 remewmber his coming shortly after his
return to a farewell dinner I gave for Ken Galbraith, who was abou
to depart on his new assignment as Ambassador to India. Harriman.
in the highest of spirits, talked everyone down, especially’the guess 3
of honor; this last, of course, was no inconsiderable feat. When = -
Harriman reported to the White House, he delighted ‘Kennedy
who had known him in his political rather than his diplomatic rol:
with his freedom and vigor of mind in foreign matters, his real
of judgment and his unconcealed contempt for receive
The President concluded that Washington ought to tak
at Souvanna, and the prince was encouraged to add.
States to his world tour. Souvanna scheduled his W
for April 1g-20 but then canceled
speaking engagement -in Georgl
Snubbed again, as he thought, So
In the end Rusk did not kéﬁp

determined not to permit restraint

resolution everywhere, transformed the )corps of

advisers in Laos, who up to this point had wandered aboui
civilian clothes, into a Military Assistance and Adyisory Group.
thorizing them to put on unifor s and accompany ‘La:
troops. Later that day, when Nixon saw the President

commitment of Am

an invasion of Cuba, he also urged “a

'''''''
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ey to Laos. According to Nixon's recollection, Kenned re-
liggd ‘1 just don’t think we ought to get involved in Laos, o
\c(,ulﬂ-ﬂl where we might find ourselves fighting miliicn ol Chires
in the jungles. In any event, I don’t see how we can . 11
an Hove in Laos, Wblt,h is nooo miles away, if we Jdont wiike a
pm Cuba; 1l ‘qo miles away." ¢
ﬁnal]y agleed on the cease hre x'n.-':;{_
aps . diby the introduction ol MANG el
umd -ﬂﬂedly mayeel hy he intervention of Nehru, (Tie 1olon
“ﬂdﬂ" had been skcpuml about the American desive G v
Ma ;j“..un_.Vunul:_(_:.a_llbr_.guh.rl;,.s.mt;:,_n_ hing fhal \neoats wee e
el men and did not set military value on the 1-n-.. ‘wha do
pal" wlieve in gemng killed like the civilized races.’) Th. nest
LT 1 e Laotm_] gmemmc.nt gmte[ullj accepted the call. S0 da!
S' J na,. sull on hxs travel», 'md even .'auuplmnmuong }u N (TR

LA ]

in the anocting
were Lr\ Hg I suy.
ae ulem [< sy
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. sense of the transience of the Presidency,

ing an exchange ©
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ism, he was taut, concentrated, vibrating with inner tension .

iron control, possessed by a fatalism which drove him on age

the odds to meet his destiny. One could only speculate about

roots of this fatalism — the days of danger, the months of sick:

the feeling that life was short, the cool but tormented sense oi

importunities and frustrations of the age in which he lived. i
|2

Someone once asked him what he regretted most; he rep:
“] wish I had had more good times.” The shadow was nevev.
from him: that rendezvous at midnight in some flaming :

s

One never knows to what ‘extent retrospect confers significance om 4
chance remarks; but he said so many things attesting to 2 lacmié 1]

if not to a haunted com V/c~

{
o

tion of human mortality. So when he saw Nixon after 'thd"m/;h :
Pigs hé‘%aid, “If 1 do the right kind of a job, I don't know wlefhel
I am going to be here four years from now." Nor-could gy et

interest him much in details of ;'ﬁéﬁbngl;jargtegtfic}ﬁ., “If someone iS5
going to kill me,” he ‘would say, “they are going to kill me.”

“he left on his wrip to Mexico in Junc 19f

versity land to the K
requested, he asked that
residen!



