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Movie magic muffs
Hoffa and Kennedy

Haﬂulshotammters. But the moviemakers' make-be-
uevemlssuthegenldelmanoﬂu.Andthebomﬁde
Bobby Kennedy. . 4

Ilmewthemboth.,Both life’s game to win, - " "

Hoffa often broke rules (or ws)mgetmhs.xmnedy,;
didn't break laws, but he bent them. Or rewrote them. - .

Hoffa was not the hero Jack Nicholson parrates In the ~
movie. But he was heroic in what he won for his Teamnsters. - .

Kennedywasnotjmtlhe whlny, vindictive rich kid the .

movie portrays. He capitalized
onthmechamclemuts.m“
ally for good. v W

Hoffa often’ crossed leyl,
moral or ethical lines. Kenne- " -
dy didn't, but he sometimes:
wedged his way to the edge.

In 1962, when Hoffa ran the
Teamsters in Detroit, I was a
| 38yearold executive at the'

, Detroit Free Press. He was a .
:::ghﬂ H#Teammd,
; paper. We finally to-
mediate the 2048y Wrike. .

- Hoffa won most of the’

Getting :
NEUHARTH | mmm%mmmhmm"
USA TODAY FOUNDER Hoffa called me in a
*  "“You print that story, and”
yuu‘vehadit.Ynuletthemofmymmknowhowmuch
money they’re making, and I'll get your ass.”

The story ran. He didn’t get me. Somebody got him first.

But Hoffa ‘telegraphed how he took care of his men.
Made possible their drinking and mmbllngand glrltrtench,
without wives missing any money.

I met Bobby Kennedy when he his way
IntotheUS.SemherracelnNewYorkln 1964. I was a 40- .
year-old executive o thekmhmnewspapemnewasan
ambitious 38-year-old from Massachusetis,

He took on our hometown boy, lm:umbentU.S.Sen.Ken
Keating. Kennedy wooed us for support. And with not-so-
mmlyvaﬂedlhmmorwlmmlgnhappentnumteNew
York if he won without our help.

Kennedy beat Keating handily after a brilliant but brutal
campaign. That was his launch pad for the presidency.

In short, the ledger on the two legendary leaders: :

b Hoffa was a-bad S.0.B, albeit he often helped his gang.

menedywasnlovahle S.0.B, who often end-ran or
overran his enemy.

Longuvethdrmmona Without movie myst!quemuﬂ-
ing them.. . il
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“Al,ulovableaonofamnmg to know.”

_—Rap.JWP Kennedy Ii, son of Robert F. Kawnay‘
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: "Myfaherwasnlolmainrm;npethafrrmb He was not
was that all Teamsters now live better because

. His legacy
of him, I-leutnbllamdpemmnfundsforﬂ'nemandmadan

mblaformalrkidsbgowwllega The members

him.". [
Oy e el — James P. Hoffa Jr., attomey
"BobbykennedyandJimmyHoﬁagota so
because they were very similar guys. Bomb\rn‘vgrem

matic, ruthless, feisty and had monumental tem,
nedy saw in "Hoffa his own worst qualities..

_falseiy showed ,Hgﬂqgs a'one-dimensional person

'r”." 0] J,,l( W Sloane ﬂuthor of Hoﬂ‘a~




