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W
ashington —

 A
 bronze casket used to carry P

resi-
dent John F

. K
ennedy's body from

 D
allas to W

ashing-
to

n
 is in

 a w
atery

 g
rav

e —
 9

,0
0
0
 feet d

o
w

n
 in

 th
e 

A
tlantic O

cean, according to assassination docum
ents. 

M
aterials to

 b
e released

 T
u
esd

ay
 at th

e N
atio

n
al 

A
rchives w

ill show
 that in early 1965, the casket w

as 
d
ro

p
p
ed

 fro
m

 a m
ilitary

 p
lan

e in
to

 an
 area w

h
ere 

unstable and outdated w
eapons and am

m
unition are 

dum
ped, K

erm
it H

all, a m
em

ber of the now
-defunct 

A
ssassination R

ecords R
eview

 B
oard, told T

he A
ssoci-

ated P
ress. 

"T
h
e d

o
cu

m
en

ts th
at w

ill h
e released

 sh
o
w

 it w
as 

dropped off the M
aryland-D

elaw
are border in 9,000 

feet of w
ater," H

all said F
riday night. "T

here's actu-
ally

 a m
ap

 in
 th

e d
o
cu

m
en

ts th
at p

in
p
o
in

ts th
e co

-
ordinates w

here it w
as dropped." 

T
h
e rev

elatio
n
 —

 o
n
 th

e ev
e o

f w
h
at w

o
u
ld

 h
av

e 
been K

ennedy's 82nd birthday yesterday —
 that the 

cask
et w

as su
n
k
 reso

lv
es a lin

g
erin

g
 m

y
stery

 ab
o
u
t 

its w
hereabouts. B

ut it also fuels speculation am
ong 

assassin
atio

n
 research

ers th
at it 

w
as d

iscard
ed

 to
 

hide foul play. 

A
rchive docum

ents 
pinpoint location 

"T
h
e co

ffin
 is ev

id
en

ce ju
st lik

e th
e b

o
d
y
 is ev

i-
d
en

ce," said
 D

av
id

 L
itto

n
, w

h
o
 w

ro
te a b

o
o
k
 ab

o
u
t 

m
edical evidence in the N

ov. 22, 1963, assassination. 
"Y

ou don't destroy evidence." 
W

h
at h

ap
p
en

ed
 to

 th
e b

ro
n
ze cask

et h
as b

een
 a 

lingering question during the past three decades. L
ast 

y
ear, a d

o
cu

m
en

t released
 b

y
 th

e arch
iv

es sh
o
w

ed
 

that a G
eneral S

ervices A
dm

inistration truck picked 
up the coffin M

arch 19, 1964. 
In

 its effo
rt to ferret assassin

atio
n
-related

 d
o
cu

-
m

en
ts an

d
 in

fo
rm

atio
n
 fro

m
 v

ario
u
s g

o
v
ern

m
en

t 
agencies, the review

 panel asked the G
S

A
 w

here the 
cask

et w
as. T

h
e ag

en
cy

 said
 last su

m
m

er th
at it 

didn't know
. 

K
ennedy w

as buried in A
rlington N

ational C
em

e-
tery in a m

ahogany coffin that had been purchased in 
W

ash
in

g
to

n
 to

 rep
lace th

e b
ro

n
ze o

n
e, w

h
ich

 w
as  

m
issing a handle and had been dam

aged. 
In S

eptem
ber, 1965, form

er T
exas R

ep. E
arle C

ab-
ell w

rote to then-A
ttorney G

eneral N
icholas K

atzen-
b
ach

 reco
m

m
en

d
in

g
 th

at th
e b

ro
n
ze cask

et b
e d

is-
carded so it could never becom

e a relic. 
"T

h
is item

 h
as . . . v

alu
e fo

r th
e m

o
rb

id
ly

 cu
ri-

ous," C
abell w

rote. "A
nd I believe that I am

 correct in 
stating that this m

orbid curiosity is that w
hich w

e all 
seek to stop." 

K
atzen

b
ach

 said
 in

 an
 in

terv
iew

 F
rid

ay
 th

at h
e 

doesn't recall details about the disposition of the cas-
ket. 

L
ifto

n
 th

in
k
s th

ere m
ig

h
t h

av
e b

een
 a. d

ark
er m

o
-

tive. 
In conducting his research, L

ifton talked w
ith w

it-
nesses w

ho said K
ennedy's body arrived at B

ethesda 
N

aval H
ospital in a gray m

etal shipping casket, not the 
bronze one obtained in D

allas. T
hat the bronze casket 

w
as dum

ped in the ocean —
 after the W

arren C
om

m
is-

sio
n
 issu

ed
 its rep

o
rt in

 1
9
6
4
 —

 m
ak

es h
im

 w
o
n
d
er 

w
hat clues it m

ight have yielded to investigators. 
"If it h

ad
 b

een
 an

 o
n
g
o
in

g
 m

u
rd

er in
v
estig

atio
n
, 

this w
ould be obstruction of justice," L

ifton said. 


