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A
 C

ub R
eporter's C

overage of JFK
's A

ssassination 
FO

R
 T

H
E

 Y
O

U
N

G
E

R
 

R
E

A
D

E
R

 
Susan F

aust 
G

 
 

ev
en

 Jo
h

n
 K

en
n

ed
y

's en
d

u
rin

g
 

hold on the national im
agination, 

it's h
ard

 to
 b

eliev
e b

e serv
ed

 as 
president for only three years. T

w
o new

 
books explain som

ething about the pow
er-

ful legacy he left behind. 
T

h
e sto

ry
 o

f P
resid

en
t K

en
n

ed
y

's 
shocking death is recreated w

ith m
inute-

by-m
inute im

m
ediacy in K

E
N

N
E

D
Y

 A
S

-
SA

SSIN
A

T
E

D
!: T

he W
orld M

ourns (C
andle-

w
ick Press; 96 pages; $17.99; ages 10-15) by 

W
ilborn H

am
pton, w

ho w
as a cub reporter 

at the tim
e. H

e rem
em

bers picking up the 
phone at U

nited P
ress International's D

al-
las office on N

ov. 22, 1963, and hearing a 
reporter shout, "T

hree shots w
ere fired at 

the m
otorcade!" 

"T
h
ere are so

m
e th

in
g
s in

 life fo
r 

w
h

ich
 th

ere sim
p

ly
 is n

o
 p

rep
aratio

n
," 

w
rites H

am
pton. "C

ertainly there w
as nev-

er anything in any of the journalism
 cours-

es I took in college or in m
y orientation at 

U
.P

.I. that covered w
hat to do in case you 

received such a telephone call." H
ow

 an 
inexperienced but earnest novice covered 
the story w

ith distinction m
akes for a ter-

rific book filled w
ith suspense, dram

a, iro-
ny and high em

otion. 
S

o
m

b
er b

lack
-an

d
-w

h
ite n

ew
sp

ap
er 

p
h
o
to

s p
arallel H

am
p
to

n
's g

rip
p
in

g
 ac- 

count of the frenzied press' fierce com
peti-

tion for every angle. W
ithout today's requi-

site cellular phones, H
am

pton had to use 
ingenuity —

 he had his office call a pay 
phone in the lobby of P

arkland H
ospital, 

w
here K

ennedy had been taken, and hold 
the line open indefinitely. It's also m

oving 
to read how

 he m
anaged to keep his feel-

ings of "anger and grief" in check w
hen 

necessary. F
inally, late in the afternoon, on 

his w
ay to police headquarters, H

am
pton 

broke dow
n and cried. 

H
am

pton puts D
allas police officer J.D

. 
T

ippit, L
ee H

arvey O
sw

ald and Jack R
uby 

into historical context for those "not even 
born w

hen those shots w
ere fired in D

al-
las." M

issing is any discussion of subse-
quent conspiracy theories, but that is be- 

F
R

O
M

 'K
E

N
N

E
D

Y
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SSA
SSIN

A
T
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cau
se th

is is H
am

p
to

n
's acco

u
n
t o

f a 
w

eekend in 1963 w
hen a president died 

and a career in journalism
 w

as born. 
A

ssassination froze P
resident K

ennedy 
in the prim

e of life as a perpetual sym
bol 

of A
m

erica's best hopes, a fate also dealt to 
his younger brother, R

obert. B
arbara H

ar-
rison and D

aniel T
erris' laudatory biogra-

phy, A
 R

IP
P

L
E

 O
F

 H
O

P
E

 T
he L

ife of R
obert 

F
. K

en
n

ed
y (L

odestar; 133 pages; $16.99; ag-
es 10-14), establishes early on that as the 
seventh child in a com

petitive fam
ily of 11 

children, young B
obby w

as not considered 
sm

art, popular or athletic. H
e w

as not, as a 
friend once said, "the pick of the litter." 
H

ow
 B

obby cam
e to be a presidential con-

tender and a staunch defender of the un-
derdog m

akes for an inspiring story. 

U
sing research gathered for an H

B
O

 
d
o
cu

m
en

tary
, H

arriso
n
 an

d
 T

erris h
av

e 
p

ro
d

u
ced

 a w
o

rth
y

 co
m

p
an

io
n

 to
 th

eir 
JF

K
 biography, "A

 T
w

ilight S
truggle." T

he 
black-and-w

hite photographs that pepper 
the crisp text show

 B
obby's fam

ily, his reli-
gious bent (he w

as a devout C
atholic) and 

his crises of faith (JFK
's death plunged him

 
into despair). 

T
he authors take the high road, avoid-

ing tales about K
ennedy's alleged relation-

ships w
ith M

arilyn M
onroe and the M

ob. 
B

ut they tem
per their unabashed adula-

tion w
ith discussions of incongruities in his 

public life —
 how

 he helped S
enator Jo-

seph M
cC

arthy prosecute dom
estic com

-
m

unists in the '50s yet cam
paigned to end 

the w
ar against V

ietnam
ese com

m
unists in 

the late '60s; how
 as attorney general in his 

brother's adm
inistration, K

ennedy O
K

'd 
w

iretap
s o

f th
e R

ev
. D

r. M
artin

 L
u
th

er 
K

in
g
 Jr. ev

en
 th

o
u
g
h
 h

e su
p
p
o
rted

 h
is 

w
ork. 

H
arrison and T

erris honestly struggle 
to place B

obby K
ennedy's puzzling choices 

in context. T
he K

ing w
iretap, they w

rite, 
w

as "an ugly counterbalance to an other-
w

ise distinguished record of cham
pioning 

the cause of justice and freedom
 for A

fri-
can A

m
ericans." Infused w

ith the kind of 
idealism

 that propelled B
obby K

ennedy, 
this thoughtful biography introduces re- 
cent history to a new

 generation. 	
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S
u
s
a
n
 F

a
u
s
t is

 a
 lib

ra
ria

n
 a

t th
e
 K

a
th

e
rin

e
 

D
elm

ar B
urke S

chool in S
an F

rancisco. 


