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KATHARINE THE GREAT

facade. He called the State Department to say that propa-
ganda in Europe was his responsibility now, that it should
call its own men home. He punched those who disagreed with
him at meetings, shouting, throwing books and water glasses.
Kennedy realized that he had made a serious error in judg-
ment. Fearing that Phil would start to talk about the internal
workings of COMSAT, he asked Clark Clifford, former intel-
ligence adviser to President Truman, the future head of the
National Intelligence Advisory Board, and Kennedy's per-
sonal lawyer, to report Phil's activities to him. Clifford could
oblige with no trouble because he was already involved with
the Grahams' problems as Katharine Graham’s attorney and
Agnes Meyer's adviser.
If Katharine could have done something, anything, to
help Phil, other than continue to love him, which she did,
she did not know what it was. “Desperately hungry for rec-
onciliation,” Leslie Farber once wrote of the manic depres-
sive, “he becomes increasingly estranged from those loved
ones who might conceivably offer him some relief, were it
not being demanded of them. . . . Even if the loved one
manages not to fall into despair himself, he may still feel
himself charged with the responsibility to love, so that in
a self-conscious way he attempts to will what cannot be
willed. . . .7 * 1f the loved one, that is, the family member.
the wife, gives up hope or stops caring, the patient usually
loses his remaining hope as well. Katharine must certainly
have understood this, but she also, with great sadness and
pain, accepted that he would never get better; she had asked
Clifford to represent her in divorce. Katharine wanted the
settlement to assign control of the Washington Post, and all
of the Post companies, | exclusively to her.

* Farber, “despair and the life of suicide,” in lying, despair, jealousy -

p. 78.

4 The empire that Phil had built up from her father's bankrupt newsare

. would grow, after his death, to include not only the Post, zn:a._i..m__.. by
o

WTOP-TV, but Newsweek Books, the Trenton Times and Sunday
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ington he lay quietly. He and Katharine did not talk.
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Webb went off separately. When Phil regained consciousness
he begged to be allowed to £0 to George Washington Cn?.o_.u
mz.w_.mommm:mw to which Eugene Meyer had donated nearly $1
million. Katharine obtained itti i
Ciestont Lot a court order committing him to
) Chestnut Lodge lies on eight gently rolling acres in Rock-
ville, a town in Maryland about fifteen miles outside Washing-
ton, and looks like a small college campus. There is a colonial-
stye H..Em: building that was once an old hotel, four apartment-
dormitories that house altogether eighty patients, two suites of
doctors’ offices, a recreation area, which gives the sanitarium
a clubby atmosphere, student nurses’ residence, and several
lovely stone houses which the most dedicated doctors inhabit.

=< There are oak trees, dirt pathways, asphalt roads, fields for

team sports, and openings to a residential street in Rockville

that are not barred. Most of the patients are young, almost

Phil Graham was one of the oldest patients there; he w”mm”__..
ready had his chance at life and had lost it.

n.u_unm:_ﬁ Lodge is one of the most expensive psychiatric
womv:m_m in the country: it cost more than $1,500 per month
in 1963, when Phil was there; $4,860 per month today. It is
. also one of the finest. It was the first hospital that did :ﬁ.: use
5 n_.nnnnn shock or lobotomy in the treatment of psychoses, those
% M__uoanm that m.mmacua Freud, who treated neuroses, zwocmsn
_.,a...m aww m.EmnnnmpEm as yet to psychoanalytic method.” Dr,
% romm-Reichmann, a student of Freud’s, lived and
= Worked at Chestnut Lodge for twenty-two years after her

el ;
‘eration from Nazi Germany. Fromm-Reichmann made

wmmmm_om__w “accessible to psychoanalytic method” by using
ical psychoanalysi i i i
..mub e mu_ ysis, which addresses the intellect, with

‘m..Eme o m”_.m_.z.uzw to emotional reaction. She herself was
- e sitive, ‘..Sdﬂn a no_mmmmzn. “—otherwise she could
ok ~accompanied her patients so fully into the depths of
Pair, into the horror of loneliness, into the frantic impulses
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KATHARINE THE GREAT

Washington bureau. Bradlee’s father, she vaguely remem-
bered, had been president of the Cosmos Chemical Corpora-
tion and had done business with her father, founder of Allied.
Bradlee claimed, during their interview, to have no politics,
no opinion on the war, but he did say that he would hire no
“son-of-a-bitch reporter” who was not a patriot. He had re-
cently refused a promotion to New York—Washington was .
his turf, his inside track—and now he wanted desperately
to regain his momentum within the corporation. Katharine
asked him what he wanted, alluding to Friendly's job, and
+ since that day is now seen as the beginning of the fortuitous
Graham-Bradlee partnership, his remark has been preserved
by chroniclers of the occasion: “I'd give my left one for it.”

Katharine put him in as assistant managing editor and

- he immediately started agitating for Friendly’s retirement.
“Don’t be in such a hurry,” Friendly told him nervously.
Katharine, for her part, was not sure that she would keep
him. “I hardly knew him"—she was conscious mainly that
he had said around town that there was nothing wrong with
Phil that a good divorce wouldn’t cure—*“and didn't like him
at all.”

Ben Bradlee was considered by some members of the
Washington press to be insensitive and ruthless, professionally
and socially. He was indiscreet about having been on intimate
terms with Kennedy, one aspect of which was that his sister-in-
law Mary Pinchot Meyer, who had lived in Bradlee’s reno-
vated garage, had been Kennedy's lover. Mary Meyer had been
murdered in October 1964. She was killed near her house, or
by the C & O Canal in Georgetown, shot or stabbed—the loca-
tion, even the manner of her death, varies with each account.
Immediately after she died, James Angleton, the CIA's chief
of counterintelligence, searched her apartment for a diary she
had kept about Kennedy and took it to CIA headquarters. sup-
posedly to burn it, although because of his training he never
destroyed any document. A year later, when Bradlee went {0
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the Post, the slaying was stil] unsolved (it has never been
solved); Bradlee was :uo:mqmnnn_.w:nm:w silent about jt.

Israelis in Paris, and they are connected in other ways as
well: wwm&nn.m wife, Ton Pinchot, Vassar '44, and her sister
- Mary Pinchot Meyer, Vassar » are Close frignds with Cicely

1 d'AUIRTONT Vassar 44, who-married James Angleton when

Ste~wasa junior, the year he graduated from Harvard Law
: mn:oo_gﬁg&d% of his former
professors at Yale,

Also at Harvard in 1943, as :nmnqm_.mg:mam, were Brad-
lee and a man named Richard Ober, who will become Angle-
ton’s chief counterintelligence deputy and will work with him
in Europe and Washington throughout the fifties sixties
and early seventies. Both Bradlee and Ober were members
of z.._n class of '44 but finished early to serve in the war- both
Teceived degrees with the class of '43. Ober went ::.o the
.Qmm and became a liaison with the anti-Fascist underground
in mem-onn_.:umma countries; Bradlee joined naval intelligence
Was made g combat communications officer, and rm:&na_

e )
= Hnnrs_nm:w. the KGB, the secret police of the Soviet Communist party

W,
as not formed until G.ua. a year after Stalin died. Tt superseded several

¥ oty .
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classified and coded cables on a destroyer in the South Pacific.
He then worked for six months as a clerk in the Zni. m;.:.w
office of the American Civil Liberties Union, an cnm.muﬁmcos
that promotes various progressive causes, including con-
scientious objection to war. This job, so out of n:.m_.mnﬁ.nn for
the young patriot, may or may not have been an intelligence
assignment. .
In 1956 Ben and Tony Bradlee are part of a community
of Americans who have remained in Paris after having been
trained in intelligence during the war or in propaganda at
the Economic Cooperation Administration. Many have now
addressed themselves to fighting communism, a less visible
but more invidious enemy than nazism had been. Some of
them, like Bradlee, are journalists who write from the Cold
War point of view; some are intelligence operatives who
travel between Washington and Paris, London, and Rome.
In Washington, at Philip Graham’s salon, they plan u.nn_
philosophize; in foreign cities, they do the work of keeping
European communism in check. . .
Bradlee's childhood friend Richard Helms is part of this
group. He has written portions of the National manE.:.w Act
of 1947, a set of laws creating the Central Intelligence
Agency and the National Security Agency, the Ezmn.ﬁo sup-
port the CIA with research into codes and m_nn:.oEm 83”
munications. Helms is the agency's chief expert on espionage
his agents penetrate the government of the Soviet Union u.__a
leftist political parties throughout Europe, South America.
Africa, and Asia. - :
Angleton and Ober are counterintelligence, and run mmn.ac..
from Washington and Paris who do exactly the omﬁom:_”...“
they prevent spies from penetrating American nE.cumm_nm.. ,.ﬂ:_
State Department, the CIA itself. Head of the third mnﬂ._:..q.
covert operations, is Phil Graham's compatriot mn.sr.i_m:wa.
the father of MOCKINGBIRD, whose principal operative 15 a0 )
=mn.._.mm Cord Meyer, Jr. Meyer was a literature and philose
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phy major at Yale and is consequently well liked by Angleton,
who when at Yale thought himself a poet and edited a literary
magazine. Meyer is married to Tony Bradlee’s sister, Mary
Pinchot Meyer, the woman who later became Kennedy's lover
and was murdered in 1964,

Among the fascinating and glamorous Americans of
Paris, London, and Rome, the Meyers are more fascinating
and glamorous than the rest. Mary was the most brilliant and
beautiful girl in her class at Vassar and is now a painter,
beginning to be critically recognized. Cord is an attractive,
articulate figure whose evolution as an anti-Communist has
given him a unique understanding of Communist trends in
European trade union and Third World liberation move-
ments. Because of this specialized knowledge, he is, as few
men are, considered within the agency to be indispensable.

Meyer served as a marine on Guam and emerged from
the war an ardent one-world advocate. He became an aide
to Harold Stassen at the San Francisco Conference to form
the United Nations, but believed that so loose an association
of nations could not succeed; in the late forties he founded
United World Federalists, an organization that promotes
world government as the way to end war forever. “Within a
decade,” Meyer predicted, “the world will be organized into
one political unit. The only question that remains to be set-
tled is, what form?” The one-world movement was excep-
tionally strong after the first nuclear bombs were dropped,
and the magnetic Meyer became the spiritual leader of it all,
overshadowing other people in other groups. He commis-
sioned a film from Pare Lorentz, The Beginning or the End,
that was to be the definitive statement about the dangers of
the atomic age and commanded various organizations to
Sponsor it, while refusing to accommodate their views in the

i * Script.

In 1950 he then began to coordinate with Robert May-

. Nard Hutchins and Elizabeth Mann Borgese of the Committee
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to Frame a World Constitution, at the University of Chicago,
who were about to achieve leadership by organizing a con-
ference of the world’'s major progressive groups to be held
in 1951 in Rome. Meyer at some point strangely had started
accepting money from the conservative McCormick family
and was, he said, interested in contributing to Hutchins's con-
ference. “You might send all the details to me,” he wrote to
Mrs. Borgese on World Federalist letterhead. She obliged by
providing him with a “plan of action” by which they would
try to secure “the cooperation of other not specifically fed-
eralist organizations (political parties, trade unions, scientific
and religious organizations, etc.) who . . . should be invited
to join . . . because to make them work on specific world
federalist problems is the best method of penetrating them
with federalist propaganda.” She gave Meyer a list that in-
cluded the International Cooperative Alliance, the Interna-
tional Confederation of Free Trade Unions, the Indian Social-
ist party, and the Congress of Peoples Against Imperialism,
which, Mrs. Borgese noted, “represents national democratic
and socialist parties in all of the French, British, and Belgian
colonies. In the Cameroons alone it counts 300,000.”

In 1952 Meyer showed up as a CIA official in Washing-
ton knowing the names and activities of these same trade
union and national liberation organizations, and the public
story was that he had defected from the one-world movement
because he had suddenly seen that world government was in
danger of being Communistic. This transformation, so out of
character for a man-of his methodical intellect, caused people
within the movement to believe that World Federalism may
have been a lengthy intelligence assignment.

It is 1956, then, and Ben Bradlee’s brother-in-law is st2-
tioned as a covert operations agent in Europe. He :dﬁ._.m.
constantly, inciting “student” demonstrations, “spontanedus
riots and trade union strikes; creating splits among left*!
factions; distributing Communist literature to provoke ant”
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.OoEH.EHEm” backlash. This localized psychological warfare
is ultimately, of course, warfare against the Russians, who
are ﬁ_..ﬁcanm to be the source of every leftist political ,mo::-
ment in Italy, France, the entire theater of Meyer's operations
In —.mmmﬁﬂ Europe his aim on the contrary is to foment wn..
MM“H._OM_. lmﬁ.ﬁﬁw: M&-MW is the year the CIA learns that the
1ets will indeed kill sixt ,
e v E Mm.w thousand agency-aroused Hun
All of this goes on quite apart from his i
acm.m =on. have a security &nm::w..n. 50 he nmunwuﬂmm_mﬂwn H“mm
he is doing most of the time, They begin to drift apart, and
Em@ draws closer to her sister and to Ben. When in z._m late
fifties her .E.&dmmn to Cord ends, she goes to live with Ton
NHM mmm in Washington, where Newsweek has ﬁnmnmmnﬂmw
<nn..u..._mnmm MMMM.% her apartment and art studio in their con-
The reaction of the intelligence communj ’
presence in Washington is mixed: he is ope owﬁhmawﬂmean
15 not. Agency men would not as a rule trust _.oc.Emzmﬁ
Bradlee was a particular problem to them because he Eﬁﬁ.q
them so well, and they did not trust him to keep a secret
Em_aw in 1961 does successfully use Bradlee as a noz.acw
wﬂ WE_ Graham, to mask the agency’s interest in the Post
E%:.E Newsweek; but then Bradlee will not do Angleton
no_.mz.ww_n favor of recommending to Kennedy that he appoint
N eyer m&aﬁmmnca to Guatemala. This does not arise
out of journalistic honor but is because he has made the prior
ﬁ%w_w_nﬁ that Kennedy does not like Meyer and will refuge.
nmmn”mmwn is W;.ozm“ Kennedy and .menn later get along well
w_._czn.v:m Plans for a demonstration in the Dominican Re-

And now Bradlee and Kennedy are cavalierly discussing

3 g \J ] W
cyer's former wife. Mary would be rough to live with,” *

* As quoted in Conversarions with Kennedy,
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Kennedy and Bradlee have agreed. At one of those parties that
the women, best of friends, are always organizing, Cord cannot
restrain himself from lungeing across the table and trying to
choke Bradlee. Angleton experiences similar impulses. It is
only a matter of time, Angleton feels, until Bradlee makes a
serious mistake, as he eventually does with the publication of
" Conversations with Kennedy, in which he mentions that Mary
Meyer was murdered, but only in a footnote. A former Post
editor named James Truitt is enraged at this; according to
Truitt, Bradlee has forced him out of the paper in a particu-

larly nasty fashion, with accusations of mental incompetence,

and now Truitt decides to get back at Bradlee by revealing to
other newspapers his belief that Bradlee’s story on the Cord
Meyers in Conversations with Kennedy was not the whole
story; that Mary Meyer had been Kennedy’s lover and that
the day of her murder, James Angleton of the CIA searched
her apartment and burned her diary. Their feud unnecessarily
implicates Angleton, to his disgust and bitterness.

The remarkable thing about Katharine hiring Bradlee
was that she was able to sacrifice her personal feelings for
the sake of the newspaper. She had decided to try him on the
advice of Walter Lippmann, who had known Bradlee’s parents
and had tutored him in the fundamentals of journalism.
Lippmann had suggested Bradlee, so three months after he was
hired, Katharine wanted Lippmann to tell Al Friendly that
Bradlee was going to have his job. “Have you thought about
returning to writing?” Lippmann asked him gently one day,
as they were eating lunch together. No, Friendly hadn't, and
he was not pleased. The hurt was all the greater because
Bradlee had once been his underling at ECA. Later that after-
noon he confronted Katharine, who had hoped to avoid just
such a scene. “Is this what you want?” he asked her mour™
fully, standing at the door of her office, while she stared
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unhappily at her desk. “I would rather have heard it from you.”
.H.nmEE.En Wwas preoccupied with the paper's noec_.mz.ﬂ
wo::nm_. m;.n journalistic problems, as well as with movin, :
into a position to be able to solve them, but she lacked Em
force of a comprehensive vision (even her determination to
have an executive shake-up had disintegrated with Friendly’s
tears); and Bradlee, who did indeed have a vision began mo
.%n:a r.uum nights at her R Street mansion, s.o_.ﬁmm out his
ideas with her. He was coming in only five months after the
Newspaper Guild had bullied Katharine into the $200-per-
week wage settlement, and she told him that she Embam a
man to control the newsroom the way Jack Patterson con-
:2.:& En truckers. Reporters, she said, had to be broken of
En:...cEcn mentality (“Unions interfere with freedom of the
press”), editors had to be made to respect her; whereupon
Bradlee, whose own loyalty, he knew, was by no Enm:% as
anE. to her as Patterson’s, put forth the all-encompassing
Mm %Mmm_nwm hw“”.mam could become as powerful in Washington
After settling the matters of salary (estimated at $150 000)
and mBow (with an estimated value of half a million ao__umn&
.w_.m&nn informed his wife that the dedication required of EE.
in this <n=2.=.n was going to “cost you a year” of marriage. It
Was a marriage already traumatized by Mary Meyer’s n_nm.E
and Bradlee threw himself into his work with frenzy noﬂ.
m._aw because of ‘ambition, but to escape the anger and .mn:ﬁ
Ewmn_:%m os"_..r_a .E E.E._m. The year stretched into two, then
KmE“ his n.m_w:osm:ﬁ s._.E Tony deteriorating as the one with
n arine improved, until _u.w 1969 the marriage was not worth
E.ﬁmm. and Bradlee moved into an apartment in the expensive
o m_._mﬂn.noav_nm on the Potomac River and asked Katharine
ek nm him president of the Washington Post Company, re-
gy g former Secretary .om the Navy Paul Ignatius. Katharine
1S time understood him as well as he thought he knew her,
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chlesinger’s American Friends of
:eted the country, so that the first
t all about Vietnam was alarmist:
over Vietnam, he is directed by
1st come to the aid of the demo-"
:t rid of Ho at least we can con-

s elected president, the public re-
. the truth of the marketplace; the
settle old grievances, to promote
yme the basis for military action.
chrow Castro in the Bay of Pigs
to enter Southeast Asia: it was
training Americans in techniques
ing “pacification” of Communist-
nam that meant, since reality did
le who were being “used” by Ho
ernal security police, just in case
L

that enabled three future presi-
creation of a war through public
ents, to continue the war because
:ir own propaganda—that reason-
articularly Johnson, to think that
sssentially a problem of selling the
Katharine tried to help Johnson
became too serious for advertising
Tor, or to understand grass-raots
customed and committed to the

vas formed in 1956 in order to help £
:a of increased involyement in Viﬂ““"_"‘
a man named Elliot Newcomb, a parin<!
>-Oram, which earlier had signed a &
senses to represent the Diem governme
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