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A CONFIDANT TALKS ABOUT

‘The Real Jackie

By RENE ENGLISH
Special Post Correspondent

ONDON, FEB. 9 —One of Jacqueline Kennedy's
close friends today gave a remarkable picture of
her as: x
€§ A woman convinced she had failed her husband
“politically” in life but determined not to fail him in
death. = o
g A woman who generally thought kindly of Lyn-
don Johnson until she began reading that Johnson had
become a more effective President than John Kennedy;
then she turned bitterly anti-Tohnson.
! 4 A figure who is being used to further the politi-
[ eal ambitions of Sen. Robert Kennedy, and yet doomed
\ fto be discarded by her brother-inlaw should he be-
come President. ,

s g A woman who delighted in the prerogatives of
First Lady, yet at the same time.-a woman who sharply
resented any invasion of her privacy while she held :
: this public office. \ )

_ British writer Robin Douglas-Home is no casual MRS. KENNEDY
acquaintance of Jacqueline Kénnedy. He has been an

intimate, a confidant. He was often a White House

“visitor during the Kennredy Admindstration, and a

man to whom Jackie turned for long talks which

lasted late Into the night.

The account he gives of Jackie in the interview
is purely Douglas-Home's opinion and personal ob-
servation of her. He doesn’t speak with the authority
of an analyst or a political expert. But he does pass
his opinions as a man who has been a close friend.

He may not be a friend of Jackie's today, how-
ever. He has written his candid impressions in the
current issue of Queen magazine in London. Jackie
reportedly has told friends that he never again wil

\ be welcome in her home. .
“I realized as I wrote it that I would incur Mps. .
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Kennedy's disapproval, and once It was.published 1t
would be the end of our relationship,” he told the
New York Post in an exclusive interview.
“But I felt that T alone could throw some Jight on
mird of" Jatquefne Kennedy and so explain

er exffaordinary ons-over the Manchester book.
- So I knew I had t¢' go ahead ... "
OUGL

ely no .doubt in my mind that she became
: tively unbalanced, particularly when Johnson was
gatting Kennedy legislation. through' Congress and |
‘everyone - was saying the same + legzslatfen wou!d
‘have been thrown back if JFK had remained alive.

“When I raw ‘her immediately after the assassina-l

the kind of political backing she should have done.
In fact, in the last two years of his Presidency, she
gave him great support and I told her so.

“But phis self-induced guilt complex \is firmly there
and she believes quite incorrecily that she let him
down in life.

L became an absolute fixation that she would
never-fail him in his death. That is how the idea of
the Manchester book began aﬁa‘IMaM-y ended in that
unedlfying quarrel G
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IN 1961, JACQUEL]NE KENNEDY MET: DGUGLAS-
Home. She liked him, and she decided she would
confide in him. He became a, kind of intellectual and
emotional soundirg board or, as he chose to put i, “I
became her own personal emotional bletting paper,
able to soak up and absorb the prohlems, t.'he frustra-
tions, the paradoxes of her life. .

“I honestly don't. know why Mrs. Kemnedy e‘nose
me as her confidant. She did have a communication’
problemr with her- Washington friends; the Kennedy -
| Tamily and in some’ ways with her husband It was

: -HOME FEELS THAT JACKIE “LOST obvious. ‘that she needed someone to talk to, but I
ance.” He'said in the -interview, “There is " {still don’t Know why she chose me.” . )
q _Perhaps it was undérstandable. After bmeﬂy ﬂash

ing into the tabloid headlines in 1957 when he became
engaged to Princess Margaret of Sweden, while earn-
lng his living as a nightelub pianist (parental objec-
" tions on her side squashed the romance), Douglas-
Home, nephew of Lord Home, séttled down to anon-

tion, she was certainly not hostile to Lyndon Johnson, ‘ymity in an advertising agency. One day ini 1959; he

and when he was Vice President, I saw that she went
out &f her way to be charming and put both him an
his wife at ease at White House functions. ‘
“She paid far more attention and courtesy to the
Johnsons than any of the other Kennedys.”
Douglas-Home says that Mrs. Kennedy began to

bécome preoccupied with her husband's image when .

President Johnson achieved am extremely h@h popu-
Jarity rat;tng in the public opinion polls, and thus
overshadowed the man he succeeded.

T %thwe that she found this intolerable, and
that's heT emotional balance went,” he said.
“This is not the sort of thing you say lightly, but I
know from my talks with her that she had a very
stronig guilt complex, that she felt she had not sup-
ported her husband politically in life.

met Frank Sinatra—not the easiést man in the world
to sirike a chord with—succeeded in - “interviewing
him, and sold the article.

From that day, he ‘has not looked back. It was
swiftly cledr that he could not only write, and write
very well, but he had another great journalistic talent.

He was a bom lnterviewer, knowingly instinctively
when to remain silent to jog his subject's memory
and when to phrase as coneisely as possible the really |
important question,

He quickly became a b1g byﬁne in Bmmsh jour~_
alism, but he never interviewed Mrs. Kennedy. -

_ "Naturally, I asked her several times,” he sa’d,
“but she always laughed and said:

“I'l never be intemewed by you. You know too
. much about me." " -

“She felt very, sironglysthat she'd mot mmtmuﬂm ﬁ&%\:@ﬁhh‘ﬁuﬂgﬂ hﬁfﬁ".’i&ﬁ ?S&W?Rn,
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Jack and Jackie” Douglas-Home told me. “The fas-
cinating thing was you.could see it grow during his
!Presidency. I'm certain that #f wasn’t until the second

half of the Presidency that aven Jack realized what.

a unigque and special woman he had married.”
But the- relationship with the rest of .the family
wasn't that easy, J o' it 2
“The only one who really knew her worth from the
beginnirg was Joe Kennedy,” said Douglas-Home,
“She got on reasonably .well with Bobby, bul trere
was little understanding between the olher Kennedy
- women and Jackle, They underestimated her; particu-
lary they never saw that there was a steel mind and
an unbreakahle will-beneath that sweet surface, They
know it now. But that still doesn’t make them like her.”

e
THE PORTRAIT THAT DOUGLAS-HOME PAINTS
of Mrs. Kepnedy in the early days of her husband's

Presidency is of a willful and unsure woman railing
against fate but not really knowing why.

“It is something a little beneath her in seale,” he '

sald. “Tne best way I ean put it is that she was a
woman who wanted to have her wake and eat it”

She enjoyed the pinnacle that her husband's
political success had brought them both to ‘while she

was still a young and beautiful woman, but she’

wanted It privately. )

“This was totally illegical. But she would talk for
hours about it, bitterly complaining that she was
called on to give any part of her private life to the
publie.” '

A week before Dallas, they had a long talk at the

~Kennedy summer home in Virginia and it was appage

ent, said Douglas-Home, that she'd never been happiep
and had reached complete understanding that therg
was an acceptable public life in which she could
be fulfilled. . ‘ 7 2

“As T said in the article,” he declared, “she had
grown up. She was enjoying life, was a nicer persog,
‘and a great many of her problems had been solved.”

- But it was too late . .. she was within seven dayg

‘of widowhood, J

,_ -“So now you see why I decided to write ‘this,” saif
Douglas-Home. “It explains her whole behavior in the
past two years. She could have retired from the scene.
She could have created a whole new life for herself.
Instead, she decided to devote herself to the legend
because she felt gullty. ) o "=
“Her mind is not on all the things.she did for her
husband, but is on the things she thinks she didn’t do,
particularly in the early days.” : -

Douglas-Home says she fcund a willing: accomplica

in her “myth-building” activities in ‘Bobby Kennedy. -
- As for Bobby Kennedy's motivation, T don't believe
that he would delibrately exploit Jackie,” Douglas-

. Home said in the interview. “The facts happen to be

she's his willing supporter. She feels she can help
her dead husband by pushing Bobby into a pesition
that he can set out to finish the things that Jack
would have done. 5
“Pve tried to expiain that she’s going Into a self-
made trap. Because it's ohvious if Bobby gets to the
White House, there would be mo further use for
Jackie. In any case, Ethel ‘would see to that, She
would have to. There can't be two First Ladies in
Washington. And in any case, there isn't much love
" lost towards Jackie.”
* * *
I ASKED DOUGLAS-HOME WHETHER HE LIKED
Bobby Kennedy. B ,

“It's like asking me if T like my Uncle Alee,” he

sald. “I like him very much. But if you ask me-if I
like my Uncle Alec as Prime Minister of Britain,
that’s another matter. I like Bobby, not as much as

Jack, but I like him well enough.

“Whether I would like him as President is another-

_thing. T suspect that I wouldn’t. You may say that

it's mot my concern'as I'm not an American. We all -
know that it's the U.S. President who really affects
our lives.” . - e e et
Douglas-Home said he saw Bobby Kennedy ‘very
much as a “gun-dog.” “Tell him to go into a thicket—
and sniff after pheasant and that’s what . he'll do,
He'll keep on doing it until he's succeeded. If he gets
elected President on that kind of reputation, that's
fair enough. But I don’t thing he should do it on an
emotional tidal -‘wave of JFK’'s mythology. Tef
. “I‘think that Jackie should remove herself from
this bandwagon because she is not cut out for it.”
Whether that is likely remains to be seen. Douglas-
Home has been both criticized and praised here for -
his article. He could have sold it to any of the more

' sensational newspapers, but he chose to release it on

a more sophisticated’ level in Queen Magazire. This

» he did deliberately. And the bulk of Fleet St. opinion

is that it's a very finely done piece of writing. It is
not unsympathetic to Mrs. Kennedy despite its re-
vealing character. 5 ! S
~  Would she see it that way? L y

“I doubt it,” he answered. “I suppose there can ba
only one of two reactions,” She will either be very,

' angry and upset and never speak to me again, or, if she

is really cool and reads it objectively, she will recog-
nize .its truth and intent and act upon it by getting
off the Bobby Kennedy campaign train. . - ..
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