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ongtim
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as C
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F
riends said 

th
ey

 w
ere lik

e an
 o

ld
 m

ar-
ried

 co
u
p
le, co

m
fo

rtab
le an

d
 se-

re
n
e
 a

s th
e
y
:, stro

lle
d
 th

ro
u
g
h
 

sn
o
w

y
 C

en
traV

 P
ark

 o
r lo

lled
 b

y
 

the shores of M
artha's V

ineyard on 
lo 	

ogiineryreekends. 
0
; w

h
en

 Jacq
u
elin

e K
en

n
e-

iS
S

is died T
htirsday of can- 

', ce 	
e.  official O

at:O
rient nam

ed 
th 	

faintly m
enab4rs" w

ho w
ere 

by 	
idei hfr.tt4fo children—

 
C

a 	
i'lj)14sf .  S

chlossberg and 
Joh 	

K
eattledy,J 	

and M
aurice 

T
e
m

 sM
a
rrP

th
e
 .m

an
 w

h
o
 

had 
b
een

. k
d
 a h

u
sb

in
d
 to

 h
er fo

r th
e 

last 	
caelA

 an
d
 ra h

alf in
 all b

u
t 

nam
 

T
e pq1s4nan, a 65-year-old fin - 

an
cie •an

d
 d

iam
o
n
d
 im

p
o
rter, w

as 
o
n
e g

t th
e p

eo
p
le clo

sest to
 th

e 
fo

rm
er F

irst;L
ady in the last years 

of her life. 
A

lth
o
u
g
h
 ;;T

em
p
elsm

an
, a re-

serv
ed

, u
rb

an
e, m

ild
-M

an
n
ered

 
m

illio
n
a
ire

, w
a
s g

e
n
e
ra

lly
 d

e
-

w
ib

ed
, in

 th
e scan

t n
ew

sp
ap

er 
k
e
fe

re
n
c
e
s to

 h
im

 th
ro

u
g
h
 th

e
 

y
ears, as M

rs. O
n
assis' ,..'llo

n
g
tim

e 
frien

d
" o

r "freq
u
en

t esco
rt," h

e  

w
as, in fact, m

uch m
ore. 

A
 m

an
 w

h
o
 co

v
ets h

is p
riv

acy
. 

p
erh

ap
s as m

u
ch

 as 
M

rs. O
nassis 

did hers, he w
as a com

panion and 
protector. H

e fended off the papa-
razzi w

ho relentlessly hounded the 
tw

o
-tim

e w
id

o
w

, h
elp

ed
 m

an
ag

e 
h
er fin

an
ces, acco

m
p
an

ied
 h

er to
 

dinners and concerts, and eventu-
ally

 sh
ared

 h
er 1

5
-ro

o
m

 5
th

 A
v
e-

nue apartm
ent. 

M
rs. O

nassis knew
 T

em
pelsm

an, 
a fam

ily
 frien

d
 sin

ce th
e late '5

0
s, 

longer than she knew
 either P

resi-
d
en

t K
en

n
ed

y
 o

r h
er seco

n
d
 h

u
s-

band; G
reek shipping tycoon A

ris-
totle O

nassis, w
hose death in 1975 

ended their seven-year m
arriage. 

A
t first g

lan
ce, M

rs. O
n
assis, a 

w
om

an often defined by the m
en in 

h
er life, an

d
 T

em
p
elsm

an
 m

ad
e a 

p
ro

fo
u
n
d
ly

 u
n
lik

ely
 co

u
p
le. S

h
e 

w
as th

e g
lam

o
ro

u
s an

d
 stately

 
liv

in
g
 leg

en
d
, a R

o
m

an
 C

ath
o
lic 

w
ho grew

 up am
id debutantelaalls 

and the exclusive social sw
irl of the 

H
am

ptons on L
ong Island; he is a 

p
o
rtly

, b
ald

in
g
, self-m

ad
e m

an
 

born in A
ntw

erp, B
elgium

, into an 
O

rth
o
d
o
x
 Jew

ish
 fam

ily
 th

at fled
 

from
 the N

azis in 1940. 
T

em
p
elsm

an
 n

ev
er o

b
tain

ed
 a 

divorce from
 his w

ife of m
ore than  

4
0
 y

ears, L
ily

, a d
eep

ly
 relig

io
u
s 

O
rth

o
d
o
x
 Jew

, w
h
o
se fath

er w
as 

also in the diam
ond business. T

hey 
have three grow

n children. 
D

e
sp

ite
 th

e
ir d

iffe
re

n
c
e
s in

 
- b

a
c
k
g
ro

u
n
d
, M

rs. O
n
a
ssis a

n
d
 

T
em

pelsm
an had m

uch in com
m

on. 
T

em
pelsm

an advised U
.S

. presi-
dents as w

ell as leaders in A
frica, 

w
here he doeS

 m
uch business. H

e 
''is a figure in Jew

ish philanthropic 
1. an

d
 n

atio
n
al D

em
o
cratic circles 

an
d
 sh

ared
 an

 in
terest in

 th
e arts, 

3
an

tiq
u
es, fo

reig
n
 lan

g
u
ag

es an
d
 

1:.history w
ith the form

er F
irst L

ady. 

iv
e y

ears . ago, law
yer S

am
uel 

P
isan, a friend of M

rs. O
nassis, 

} to
ld

 a rep
o
rter, "T

h
is th

o
u
g
h
tfu

l, 
unlikely Jew

ish gentlem
an has put 

T an aura of tranquillity around [M
rs. 

O
nassis]. M

aurice doesn't show
 her 

to
ff lik

e [A
risto

tle] O
n
assis, w

h
o
 

considered Jackie another jew
el in 

T
his crow

n. M
aurice, the diam

ond 
Im

erch
an

t, k
n
o
w

s b
etter; h

e p
ro

-
.ects her, understands her position 
land respects her privacy." 

S
he first m

et M
aurice T

em
pels-

M
a
n
 in

 th
e
 la

te
 '5

0
s w

h
e
n
 h

e
 

arran
g
ed

 fo
r Jo

h
n
 F

. K
en

n
ed

y
, 

th
en

 a U
.S

. sen
ato

r fro
m

 M
assa-

ch
u
setts, to

 m
eet a S

o
u
th

 A
frican

 

d
iam

o
n
d
 m

ag
n
ate. T

em
p
elsm

an
 

w
as alread

y
 m

ak
in

g
 h

im
self a 

p
lay

er in
 lib

eral D
em

o
cratic cir-

cles. 
F

e
w

 to
o
k
 n

o
te

 o
f th

e
 d

e
e
p
 

frien
d
sh

ip
 th

at started
 d

ev
elo

p
in

g
 

b
etw

een
 th

e K
en

n
ed

y
 w

id
o
w

 an
d
 

th
e d

iam
o
n
d
 im

p
o
rter in

 th
e late 

'7
0
s. B

u
t b

y
 th

e early
 '8

0
s, after 

M
rs. O

n
assis h

ad
 b

een
 lin

k
ed

 in
 

g
o
ssip

 co
lu

m
n
s w

ith
 su

ch
 m

en
 as 

arch
itect I.M

. P
ei, C

B
S

 fo
u
n
d
er 

W
illiam

 P
aley and P

rince R
ainier 

o
f M

o
n
aco

, frien
d
s an

d
 so

ciety
 

w
atch

ers n
o
ted

 th
at th

e fo
rm

er 
F

irst L
ad

y
 w

as tu
rn

in
g
 u

p
 m

o
re 

and m
ore on the arm

 of T
em

pels-
m

an. 
In

 1
9
8
2
, h

e m
o
v
ed

 o
u
t o

f h
is 

ap
artm

en
t an

d
 in

to
 a h

o
tel su

ite 
and, later, into M

rs. O
nassis' apart-

m
ent overlooking C

entral P
ark. 

A
lth

o
u
g
h
 th

ey
 w

ere n
o
t so

cial 
h
o
p
p
ers, th

ey
 w

ere n
o
t secretiv

e 
about the relationship, either, giv-
ing dinner parties together, holding 
hands at the ballet, and appearing 
together at the w

edding of C
aroline 

and E
dw

in S
chlossberg. 

In the sum
m

ers, they w
ould 

fly 
by chartered plane to M

rs. O
nassis' 

spraw
ling vacation estate on M

ar-
tha's V

ineyard. 


