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5t | NEW YORK
I “was a parhcularly emotional moment at this

week's funeral Mass for Jacqueline Kennedy On-

assis when Maurice Tempelsman rose to read the

“poem he had selected. Entitled “Ithaka,” it spoke

'of discovery and of life’s journey, and Tempels-
man added his own sorrowful coda about a journey that
had been too short. “So farewell, farewell,” he conclud-
ed' i ‘_l e

“Everyme was deeply moved one of the mourners
matteddancesaldafterward.“l-lereadaslfhe'dwnt-
ten the poem himself. It was so personal, so heartfelt.”

For 'the co-workers, friends and family inside the
limestene church, Tempelsman had become a familiar
figure, someone they would expect to participate in the
service, to stand at Onassis’s grave site with her chil-
dren. But to those who knew him only from magazine
photos of Tempelsman and Onassis strolling through
Central Park the captions generally identifying him as
her “companion” or “friend,” he was more enigmatic. It
tookherdeathtofullyrevealthecentralmlethatthe
very private Tempelsman—a man who shared her
home, though a man who remains married to another
woman—had come to play in her life.

They were the same age, 64, though her enduring
loveliness and his stocky plainness made him appear
older.-They shared many things: summers on Martha's
Vigeyard, interests in art and antiquities (Tempelsman -
is a collector), fluency in French, an aversion to publici-
ty. In the public mind, Tempelsman must possess spe-’
aalqualrhes to have attracted such a regal and cele-
brated woman. But his admirers, who are many, can
sée the relationship the other way around: Onassis

u.st have been far more than a famous beauty to have

ed such a cultured and scholarly man. “It shows
hersammness and the depth of her intellect,” says Phil
Baum; acting head of the American Jewish Congress,
where Tempelsman has been an active trustee.
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week before her death.
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e R O He met Jacqueline Kennedy when she was
ABEJgan-bom Jew, eﬁ}belsman and his : sﬁﬂajmm‘g'senator'swl{'mhe"was support-
family fled Europe in 1940;-‘“33\?‘”{” to New . ing JFK's presidential aspirations. Tempelsman
York, where his father established: a-diamond - " has long been generous to Democratic Party
brotéc:rage,'l‘hemdustryhasalwaysbeendmnr - candidates, last year contributing more than'
nated by families, and Maurice joined his fa-  $83,000 to the Democratic National Commit-
ther's firm as a teenager, just as two of his '.tee, the Démocratic Senatorial and Congres-
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F9A00 But it was apparently not until after Aristotle
| Onassis’s death in 1975, with the twice-wid-
.| owed Jacqueline living in New York, that they
.| began spending time together. Tempelsman
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Maurice Tempelsman, far right, at the funeral of his companion, Jacqueline Kennedy Onassis,
along with John Kennedy Ir. (left), Caroline Kennedy Schlossherg and Edwin Schlossberg.



her mu.{hp]y the reported $26 mﬂhon settle-
gﬁem received after Aristotle Onassis’s-
. Published estimates of Jacqueline Onas-
Ws.vmalth have varied wildly—$100 million?
’&Q&nﬁﬂmn? “His counsel resulted in increas:
mgiﬁr'assets substantially,” was all a d‘mczeet
_--’I‘ sman spokesman would say, .
he early '80s, though Tempelsman de-
hnnselfmaFomme interview as a fam-".
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nu‘stakably a couple, seen at small dinner

parties and low-key cultural events. According
'to the'. , Tempelsman moved into .

Gnasgm g fambhng Fifth Avenue apartment
overlooking Central Park about 1988. His wife

(of more: than 40 'years, Lily, lives across the
: parkonﬂ]eUpper West Side.

/Yet it was rare to hear or read a word of op-
probnum about Tempelsman and Onassis'’s re-
lanonshlp even from New York's cattier col-
umnists and ‘insatiable tabloids, which never
tired of running her photograph. It was almost
asﬂioughthepr&asandpubhc!mddeadedshe
was entitled to grow old with someone, His ac-
ceptance by her family probably helped quiet
mtxcism,"]ohnandCarohnehaveoometofeeI
quite close to, _th his spokesman says.

“They‘ were. a- well-matched and distin-
guished couple,” says Vivian Lowery Derryck,
preszdent of the African-American Institute.

Onassis occasionally accompanied Tempelsman
to'small institute dinners with African leaders.
His demeanor toward her was “com-
fortable, respectful and Joving,” Derryck says.
“Andsher&apectedandaduuredlumandheld
him in great affection.”

‘As Onassis's illness progressed, Tempels-
man was ormypresent escorting her home

from the hospital, supporting her on her last'

walks through- the. neighborhood, keeping vigil
byherbedmdemthherchﬂdrenasshedled.
Friends say they have sent notes of condolence
buthavenotmshedtomh'udeonh:sewdent

gnef-.
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Perhaps inevitably, Tempelsmans long im-
mermonmAfncanpohﬁcsandthedlanmd;
mde,ﬂmm&@emmmmy¢d&
‘mestic political muscle, have] t.hnn' air of -

ecomlmc sanctions against South Afrim, had ;

i ,changed his posxuon on diamond :mports after
a 1988 meeting with 'I‘empelsman—and after
Tempelsman s.$34,200 contribution to a Dy-
mally-supported scholarship fund for minority -
' students, Dymally deniéd soliciting the contri-
bution or being influenced by it; Tempelsman
also said that the contribution and Dyma]]y‘s
shift were unrelated.

“There are people who think, and have al-
leged, that because Maurice has been involved
mthatbumnessmAmcaforyears he’s a bad
fellow ... [that] he can't be in that business
and be a person who is always honorable,” Wil-
kins says. But Wilkins and Derryck desmbe
Tempelsman as a strong supporter of African
liberation and democratization, who helped un-
. derwrite Nelson Mandela’s first visit to the
United States.

More personally, they and other fnends and
associates portray a man of Old World courtli-
ness, courtesy and erudition. “You know from
what he says, as well as what he doesn’t say,
that there’s a lively and fertile mind operating
~there,” Crocker says. “This is a wprld citizen
*'we're talking about, at home in almostanyaﬂ-
ture he finds himself in.”

What did Jacqueline Onassis see in l'um?
was a receptlomst and he had every right to i ig-
nore me,” says a young woman who worked at
one of Tempelsman's companies several years
ago. “But he was so warm, so friendly. . . . He’s
the kind of person whose eyes twinkie when he
speaks to you.” She never wondered why they
were together !



