.
1/15/2
kre cuartin
wenator bdward Leniedy
Sepute Uriice Bldg,
Waghivgtorn, D.Ce

Uear hire bartin,

Ap L préawiscd, here i & copy of ir. Lattimor's 1 tter to redical World dews of
3/ 15/70. 1% proves much wore then tuat your nem i the deliberste liar I charscete.dized
him, of the political puranoid, but thut he makes confession of iinorance or ol deliberute
faltery. 1 think it wdees cleur tuat he began with eertein preconceptions and hos used
you to comfort lis ego, reeppturc his reputation of something of the sort. It is beyond
dispute that as of the time he wrote this letier he hed not troubled himseelf to Lothor
lookdng at the available fil: of the as.sssination, was inecapeble of understanding the
most obvious parts of it, or deliborately lied about that, too. It seems clear from hig
Lost recent stavements that until you opened the doors for him, he still had not seen
the wost luportent film, tuken by Lapruder,

because I went you to know the wmess your have been involived in, 1 an not going to
spend wuch tiue vith thie miserable rot. 1 hove marked only five points in it. The last
necds no explunations You chould consider tids wll in i context of s eurrent rdme—
rouregentation, that he wad never satisfied that vsweld waw cuiity until he ghowed him
t e pup ressul evidonce.

1t s the grossest fulscliood to say that "i'he dapruder Zidm wovies...quite cloarly
shous 10 points at wideh the sresident was lit." I was the fivet to Anteropet early
parts of the file as showing what to e ucent a reaction to lwvin been hit, but this
is far frou saying it shows the impacts 1t does note I chiallenge Dr. Lattiuer {o show
tids to you in ny presence. You ton't nave to luow anytling mbout the fect ol the criue
to kuow liow untrue it is to suy that "uny buliet cotiing out e President's neck would
have left a hole in the car," All other pospibilities er at least . likelye idkevise
with "the froeident's upright body shielded the Governor from other bullets," These tlings,
agide frow bein; falsc, ulso are concupts in terms of thie ofiicinl account ouly. ind the
existing aud available picturcs, wiich e plentiful show the deliberate ljdngs in the
statement tuat "his mdexx coat aind siirt cen be seen folded Wwarde e 8 110 WoVedess"
iy none i. there uore tluml the slighest wrinkle dn the coats liced I tell you the sidrt
is, necessarily, cnidrely invieibleY Were this claim to be correct, there would hevo to
be wore than oue hdle in voth the ghirt and coate ind a gix=inch dimperiection iz such
tailordiny as the Frogident en joyed?

bre Latiimer's chart is aiother desd glve-avay. + invite you to obtein the oie he
¢rew for Uidue It ie ddentical i thig in its ogreglous error -after you juve him his
exclugive accesss Tho pimplest way of expleindng; it wnd of your proving it to yourself
is to tell you it is impoueible thuat the wound on the back of hiie veck wao that ldgh. dhe
Seerel bervice did lwve the sorumight to wale official obgervations, Yhey arc roecorded,
Agent dolleruan tien, to condima lds ovin and Aagent ureer's observations, ealled sgeni Lill
Gown fro. the 17th floor smificully for tids purpeses 411 saw the nsked body. I tool: two
Peopic you wey feel no cubarressment in consul ting, o the archives wid fud then sludy the
ifudivicusl slides of the sapruder Fili witi: me. Yhey will, 1 g confident, tell you that




atal ohot, the eatire back of the President's neck i3 clearly

d or blood in til. area. Yo ie former Lonujres man Lled rupfer-
ric Uity (remember his request ior an investigation after he
pany lim, the request T iarsludl}

tin, of reguesis

at onc point, after the 1
vigible and shows 1o WO
wan, now & judge ina ueu 1o
saw this filw and that cortuin puthologists accon
not only rejected bud sti1l refuses to aclmovledge 1n lis cmant accowl
Por mocess?)s he other is Horb Jaspely Aeie to Lenator sondeles

)

Obviously, L can % tell you whi lre Lettimer is as dishonest as he is, anu as
deceptive. I can teli”you that thesc and worse chinracterize everytling he now says and
nas Bays. and I feor you are grnaddled with him, that he has hurt your senator and the
mamory cnu reputotions of &ll Lemnedys moro then 1 think you muy be willing to o npiders
and in ways that wey not yet have dawned on yols

four silence wil: not deter mee 1 will be gending vou what i think you suould lmowe
Whether or not you heed is your responibility. Vhotlher or not you conplder you owe the
country an. your senator at least the opaning ol a closed mind, L consider that + have
certain obligetionse I have not bankrupted pyself, mortgaged my future auc wrecked our
lives to be discouraged by the cowardice, hangups or atrictures imposed upon you or
anyonc elses

Unlesy socething else of an iuportant chareoter comes to mind or attention, I will
goon be seuding you soue guestions I an addresging to others, not to you. 1i they
arawor, which I do uot anticipate, I will send you copies. 1 they do not angwer, 1
encourage you to ponder tiw guestions alone on your own anc tien evaluazte their
ailonces.

Leanitdle, I have cheryed the .rekivist with perjury, ol pot for the first tine,
with rosord to srecisely some of what is here involved. Le ig, Tor ol sccond tiue,
silent. There is no doubt .t all of the ralsc gwearings, honeo the pil nce. :ost uwen
have higcher regard for iuedr iategrity.

vincerely,

lurold Welsberg
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Doctor called unfit
to judge JIK data

By Larry S. Finley

The lonz-supressed  photo-
graphs and X-rays of John F.
Kennedy’s hody have become
the center of renewed medical
controversy over the assassi-
nation.

Dr. John K. Lattimer, the
first private physician to see
the medical evidence, says it
confirms the Warren Commis-
sion's finding that Kennedy
was shot from behind and
above by one man.

But one of the nation’s lead-
Ing experts on gunshot wounds
has challenged Lattimer’s
qualifications to make judg-
ments from the medical evi-
dence.

Dr. Cyril H. Wecht, presi-
dent of the American Academy
of Forensic Sciences, told The
Daily News thal he considers
Dr. Lattimer “unbelievably
unqualified” in the field of fo-
rensic pathology.

THE 65 photographs and X-
rays are locked up in the Na-
tional Archives in Washington,
under an agreement between
the Kennedy family and the
government.

In 1966, the Kennedy autopsy
documents were placed in the
National Archives with the
agreement that expert patholo-
gists could see them after five
years for ‘“schelarly” pur-
poses. Lattimer is the first to
be allowed to see the material.

“l don’t know what in the
world possessed this fellow
Lattimer to have the arro-
gance, the affrontery, to proj-

ect himsell into this as a re-
viewer, as an evaluator of g
complex medical nature,”" Dr,
Wecht said.

“I'm amauzed that anyone
would accept Dr. Latlimer as
an expert in pathology. That
isn't even his field. He's a uro-
logist, a kidney-and-bladder
man. By definition this is a
guy who never moves above
the belly button.”

DR. WECHT, who also has
requested to see the Kennedy
photographs, is coroner of Al-
legheny County in Pennsylva-
nia and an expert in forensic
medicine, which includes gun-
shot wounds as they apply to
law.

Dr. Lattimer is chairman of
the urology department at Co-
lumbia University's College of
Physicians and Surgeons, and
has written numerous articles
on the medical aspects of the
assassination,

Dr. Wecht sald he didn't
know why Dr. Lattimer's
request to see the autopsy in-
fornmation was granted before
his own and those of three
other pathologists.

He said it might be signifi-
cant that the four pathologists
were all critical of the Warren
Commission's  handling  of
medical evidence, while Dr.
Lattimer's writings supported
the government findings.

DR. LATTIMER said the
autopsy results show that a
bullet passed through the Pres-
ident's throat at a downward
angle and that the right, rear

section of Kennedy's head was
partly destroyed by another
bullet.

Critics of the official govern-
ment version of the assassina-
tion contend that the President
wasn’t killed by Lee Harvey
Oswald alone and that at least
one other assassin fired from
in front of the President's mo-
torcade as it moved through
Dallas, on Nov. 22, 1963.

In 1968, then-Atty. Gen.
Ramsey Clark selected four '
physicians to examine the evi-
dence, Their conclusions were
basically the same as those of
Dr. Lattimer.

AN APPARENT difference
between Dr, Lattimer’s account |
and the previous examination |
of evidence is the entry point
of the nonfatal bullet that
passed through Kennedy's
neck.

Dr. Lattimer said in an in-
terview with the New York
Times that the entry wound of
this bullet was higher up the
neck and that the bullet trav- ‘
eled at a greater downward
angle than.ndicated by War-
ren Commission drawings. The
Times account was published
Sunday.

The physicians appointed by
Clark looked at the same evi-
dence and concluded that *‘the

. bullet struck the dece-
dent's back at the right side of
the base of the neck between
the shoulder and the spine and
merged from the front of his
neck near the midline,”




