5/3/75

Mr. Tom Susman, Counsel
Admindstrative Prectises Subconzittee
Senate Office Bldg.,

wlmm. D.C.

Dear Tom,

While I don't know when this can reach you and am confident it can't before the
events 1 anticipete on Monday, I think it best %o glve you an idea of what does lie
iomediately aheadBy now you have enough background,

Bud Fensterwald, Dr. Cyril Wecht, Robert P, Smith, Herbert McDonnell and an
Arigona %J.V\amity forensic patholigiglst ngmed Joling are having a 9130 a.m, press
conference. Smith haa been “research director" of Bud's Comuittee to Investigate
Assaseinations. Wecht \cut him on his psyroll @s 4Alleghany County Coroner)and he
collaborates with Wecht in what they shamelessly call their work on the assassinations,
(Their record as investigators is that they could not find women in a bordellos,)

I found out about this press conference after the end of the working day yesterday,
from & friend who had been told by a mngazine., This meant that only the weekend, no
regular national-desk woriding ’ @Ey before the conference,

And it is my belief thet the vesult will be another Uepartment of Disinformation
operation. Adding to what I've told you about much of which, as you ey have noticed,
has come to pass. While we may hope thatmhmestmvﬂlyatfiguminthauenw
whitewashes and refuse to go elong, the record to day is 100% to the opposite., And
with many men who did cross the line into perjury, plus those who merely deceived.

I have no way of lmowing vhat is planned for this conference, Those in it have
been extremely careful o lot uobody who talka to me know anytidng about it. They
kmow my views., Several daye ego, anticijating more from what he said in New York and
other reports I'd picked up, I wrote Wecht a rather severe caution. What I expect is
& big deal on the brain and a not illegal ripoff of what I've received in CAZ26-T75,
the spectro and NAA raw materials. Unless the government decided to hold back copies
to all others who have asked, Wecht hes to have theso. Hcennell has the spectro
because I wrote and asked him to be my expert and sent hin copies. (I'd mentioned this
to him 4n Octover.) He has 1ot replied to me but phoned “in Lesar and said he could not.
He also has not returned what I sent him, '

An etbical man would respect the rights of the litigant in this case, particularly
with its known history and the fact that it has not reached final determination. Wecht
elso is a lawyer. But I'd not accuse him of being ethical where he can promote himself
end his malpractize business. An honorable man would want to lmow all that can be known,

not go public in what amounts to the theft of a decade of the most strenuous and costly
effort,

Of course I do not want to be robbed of the fruit of all this lebor. Hore at this

Juncture, I do not want any credibility imparted to thosc conacrcializers and self-seckers.

It ocould be part of an enormous new misdirection of which I've already written you, I
understand the lact week!'s Village Voice mpells this out. But glving these who to me

are miserable ones any credibility will tend to give ell their nonsense credibility, too,
80 I'm also worried about that,

I've Leen backgrounding people in the prese on this. I've said tazt until I have
written assurance (not provided) that I have bean given 100% of what the government
has it could be iaterpreted as unfeir to release what I iave, I guess one should never
try to be fair with the kinds of people who have been in opposition and that is the
cause of the prescat problew/situation,
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Today I epent close to three hours on the phone giving Ueorge Lardner sll the
details he wanted, reading for him to make direct quotes, citing relevant documents e
and pictures in the printed evidence, etc. Earlier I had offered him/the Post copies
of a1l I've gotten for them to do with as they please subject only to a hold until I
made general release on getting the missing assurances. (Actually, Kelley wrote me
what he wanted ume to teke ae thls assurence but it is semantical.,) There is no doubt
in my mind that if George did not see the major story I soe he would not have epent
all this time and morem on his day off, the first nice weekend aftemnoon of the season.

A one atipulation wae thet the story esppesr Fonday morning. I told him if he
cyme up he could use my mechine snd copying paper.

¥We finished lusch time. He told me his desk editor would not be back before 2.
He phoned me a little after 3 with the apology he'd had to do some grocery shopping.
He wae obviounsly enbarrassed. First he said that the Post would not cover the press
conference, which is irselevants So Iasked him why they turned it down. He seid it
is because { have no scientifie analysis of the figures. ~iie also is irrelevant to
the story I offered (the figures can be urgued ovor) and the mejor story is the
misadng figures, the comparisons/tests not made, the missing evidence that is an
indispensible of the official version. And the deliberatensss of Hoover and the
FBI in all of this, which extends to deliberate "mistekes."

The plain and slmple fact is thst no real tests were ever made and no results
were ever complled. I imew this would have to be the case or that I'd never, ever, get
the materisl when I filed the suit the first timo. Tha whole story was known to be
felse from the firgt, The problem wes that the Commission felt it could never get
away with Yoover's way around the facte If you wili look at the “onolusions of Whitewash,
the one with the blue cover, you will see that in his so-oalled definiiive report of
five wolumes Hoover made no montion of one of JFK's wounds and none of a shot kuown to
have been fired and to have missed entirely. (The new fekery is about this.)

(on the figures, where there are figures, there do seem to be significant dif-
ferences but 1 cen't afford to hire and rehire experts. They really are not necessary
to the story and handling it thet wey would dilute the absolute horror of the whole thing.

I needled “Yeorge, impersonaily for a while, embarrmssing him more, uatil when I
asked how the word “Watergate" ever got into the Post he maid he'd write a story any-
way and hand it in but to expect nothing.

The Chicago Dally News was not interested (in Chicago). The Star was to phone me
back but has not. The Boston Ylobe (I got e dependable tip this week that they have
developed an intercst in the assassinations) has & rocorded anncuncement and there has
been no callback. Rugaber at the Times said nobody could call back before 4 peme to-
morrows The man 1 backgrounded at UPI appears to be eway. We are %rying a side door
in New York and I expect a calliback fvox a wost coast radio reporter friend who may
be ebls t5 do encugk to make the wire from out there,

There isn't much more I can do along this line in the time remaining, I'm still
tty wealr and would e in bed except for the expected call. So, 1'l11 bek at that
prass conference.

What I'm pretty certain of is more obscenity sbout the brain and alloged suppres—
sion. I can handle that becsuse Wecht's new evidence is also mine. When he was turned
down long, many years, af'ter 1 started working on that, he didn't even preess an appeals ;
He may or may not be explicit in new anti-iemnedy propagenda but if he is counselled g
wissly and can control himself it will remein inherent, You should know that some of
these pecple are, in privaie, bitterly anti-lemnedy., Po them to hurt any Kennedy is
a legitimste end.




We expect friends from Sethesda tomorrow. If there ie an outgoing mail by the
time they reach home there is a possibility this can reach you Fonday morning. So
I again offer some unsolicited advice. ’

The Senator had no involvement in any of thees arrangements. The transfer in
the document was ou April 26, 1965. It was not to any Kennedy. Bobby never refused
the Warren Commission anything. Ever. (I have records to the contrery.) This nsterial
never pamsed out of government control. (I don't think it would be wise to be too
defensive or to eppear to be.) And despits the reports to the contrary, the Werrem
Commission did have the autopsy film. (Picturcs only mentioned in the exccutive ses=
eion of 1/21/64, Whitewash IV, p. 133 but tacy aisc Lad the le-rays, I have officizl
records on this aud have interviewed the officisl who showed them to the Commisaion
steff, which hae lied and/or been silent through sll of thls.) During the life of
the Warren Comrdssion the FEL and the Seeret Service had poesession of 100/ of the
exizsting evidence, including 1005 of the autopsy mate-ial.

Especially because they all combined to pin responsihility for puppressiovns on
the Eennedy family I'd go farthur and ask why any Senator should o without confidence
in the FEI, the Becret Service and the nmime eminent mewbsra of thos Warren Comcdission,
which included no Eennedy mam, of its prestigdous etaff, headed by a former Solicitor
General of the United States.

Ramember, LBJ appointed a five-ge-two Republican majority and ths two I7(41::;:)«:1‘9.%:5,
Rugsell and ®oggs, wero both Southern “emocrats. Ranidn also is a Republican, The
Republican House Minority leader was a member. Snould a Senator not have faith in
the integrity of such men?

If Lardoer can Lreak tlmough the lime of that zpeclal branch of the exccutive
branch that I've found at the Post, the edgo will be taken off what these solf-.
seekers are up to. And if I cen't do what I'1l try to do at thir press eonference,
I'11 try %o hold one of my own as scon as possible.

If you didn't know it, Ken 0'Dounell invited Ben Bradlee to attend the autopsy
at lethesda, where bbth wers. Bradlee declined. fiow ull of history could have besn
different if he had not is set forth in Pgst FKortome About April, 1966 I parsonally
gave bradlee wnat 1've referred to above, the Hoover omission of one wound and ons
shot, in xeroxes of the Hoover report. So deapite all his current comment in plugging
his book he knows betier. I have difficulty explaining his position and the policy
of the paper.

I hope this turns out to te less naety than I osn see it boing. For me =% the
very best it weans the theft or the glving away of years of wacompenszied work if not i
8lgo & coupieted book. Gut I see no choice if we are not to rellve & very unplease i

history. L

Sincerely,

Harcld Welsherg

FoS.Judge Pratt's intimate understanding of the new amondments and his consistency with
them yesterday might interest you. We interrogatories ready, the government wanted
to offer their own affidavids instead, after Jim gited the record of previods lying e
and deception, getting it into the record in documents, asd they sre now to answer the o
interrogatories in half the time they wanted. They can't not answer and they can't answer
honestly. I am hopeful that the frightful mese can now start coning apart honestly but
because of this potential I am even more troubled by the intrusions of these commercial-—
igers. I have about 5,000 words more of explanafions and dreft questions for Jim. It is
close to inevitable that their responses will require further interrogatories, too.
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