Yire Tom Susman, Counsel 10/9/76
Administrative Praoctises Subcommittee

New S nate Office Building

Washington, D.Cs

Dﬂu.r‘l‘lm.

Yesterday I was told that prior to supporting the How e assassinations- investi=
gation Tip O'Neill spoke to Senator Kemmedy. The Senator's position is represented
as being for sn investigation if it would get to of be able to get to the bottom of
it all and that he would not be for emother study group.

I have no way of knowing whether this‘i- agcurates. iy represents s perfectly
proper position. 1t also repregents what © believe is utterly unreal, This is ome
of the two reasons I write,

Tpe other has to do with the kind of record 1 sm establishing under aath in CsAe
75-1998, for the withheld fing assassination evidence. On this if you osm find time
to epesk to Jim Lesar, me or both it could be helpful sll around. I am looking ahead
to another effort to nullify the Acte I believe this record is of considersble
relevanos to the Semator'  bill for honesty in governmeat. I'1l be in D,C. again
on the 14, ¥R+ oconduot a Seminar that evenings A

rs

Do not misunderstand me on a Congressional investigation. My fimit book, ocome
pleted 2/15/66, calls for one, Through a friend then a Member of the House Judioie
ary committee I tried to interest Mgimy Celler in ome. It could be the best possible
approachs I have no reason to beliege this will be trus of the fouss operation end I
have troubling fears that it ocannot bs true of this one,

Perheps the best way to muke this comprehensibls without vriting you a bock is to
recount my own histoyy on this for the past year and & half,

Very early last ysar it snp-ared probable to me that such an investigation was
probable. I therafors ussd the ococasion of a speach at N.Y.U Law School hs pert of
an effort to pesrsuade the irrgdationals snd self-seckers who get moet of the publie
attention to befome responsible and honest. Ag was alumost gertain, these strange
ones being like beopard spots, it falled, Thereaefter I remained off the Hill exoept
in response to invitation. These came from & Member of the Shurch committee and his
nominee on it, from Schweiker after he had his subocomuittes, and from several in the
Hois 8, through their staffs. It included a position paper for several in the House
about May or Juns of last year and ome for Downing the night the Pules committee in
the House ncted.

To dete, in varying degrees, pll thoss things have been disinformation operationse

It is not pessible for me to compete with the nuts and self-geckers. I've nd to
give the effort up, I tried vwith Schweiker when I ocould not walk from the thrombo=
phlebitis I learned about at the end of the morning 1 spemt with him and with the
staff director of a ‘“ouse subcommittes who was so anxzious %o get my advice he ine
sisted on driving me to the Wlshington hospital. That suhcommittes did not fail. It
mersaly accomplished much B ss than was possible. I am inclined to believe the respon=
sibility for thic does not 1ie with the ataff.

It is :mch safer to judge a book by its oover than to trke those who reclved all
the attention on politifal assassinations by their press or gelferepressentations.
Those who are dependable in any degree are extramely rare, lergely unkmown to the
Congress except: through the poisonous represemtutions of the pot=boilerss On the
subject, meaning both commnd of faet and solid Judgement, there are only two others
of whom I can speek with unstinting praise, Howard Roffman, a brilliant lasteyear b
law studont and Jim Lesar. There are a few others with good ocommand of the faot that
has been developed. In 211 eases I have found their judgement, especially their poli =
tical judgement, s rious"flawed, not uncommonly very bad and dangerous.
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Fon: of us wae consulted when oonsultation meant anything exocept that I was by
Sehweiker sarly last Ustobere He heeded no csutions and wertahead and committed the
eaaily and ascourately predicted mistekes. His report is rubbish. Worse, it was a job
for Ford.

I hed one esll from a Yongalex staffer, one who livec not far from here and was
ooming to see me, In four or five months 1§ did not happene Gonzaler has been deelirg
with the most extreme of the irrationals, “s has done many foolish things, beginning
sbout an hour after the assassination, of which he was a witness.

Ip I have no reason to doubt any Congressionnl attentions, all the other resords
are as unpromising as Gongzalez'. Dowming has been insane, dedicated to en obvious
fabrioa}ion and its menufacturer, a bad one numed Morrows His baook is an incompetent
fraude “t is also the basis of Dovming's presentation to the Rules committes.

“hat seems to have been decisive 1s a Mark Lane~Abby Mgnn operation through and
with Fauntroys Parhaps less simmificant is the total dishonesty of what they dide it
wes low-grade thievery. The result, when they embellished, is a vary serious mise
representution tnd deceptions Stripped of the wr&i?o and obfuscation it is that the
FBI killed Dr. £ing, Tpere hea'been four internal D. + investigations on or includirg
this diversions Hach 1s keyed in time 4o whist I was doing, generally in courte So tm
FBT will be well prepared to blow that nonsense gpart.

In 4all of these menoeuverings I have not heard a single word about any opposition
from the exeoutive agencies, perticularly not by the FBI and CIA., Because I did not
expect any I did meke inquiry. There appears to have been none, according to maw
someons very close to Downinge I wanted to knov this because + have believed all
along that these agencies want an irresponsible iaquiry, besauss they are more than
content with what Schweiker adid.

Ag of now, now including ths first thing the new committes ocounsel did, I have
no reagon to expect enything as worthwhile as a new study groupy, little value as I
think that ecould haves Tpe first thing Spregue did is write Dalla s emd Yemphis
authorities asking if he con dopend onm their cooperation, I believe they ars foure
aquare egainst gln snd for motherhood and that they will hastem to give this see
surenee in writinge If thoy needed sny warnings, which they didn't, they have a
warning instead of subpoenas. Mith all exoept the Dallaec Dictricl Attorney I'm
quite serious about this. If all the records had not alresdy disapp ared more
surely will now. Egpeoially in Wemphisy where there is o oulpability other than
the one with which Fauntroy was deceived,

If there is snything you would likefof me, pleage let me know, I have mnde sn
effort to at least direct the sommittee vroperlys I do not expect it to pey much
attention to what I regard as tho responsible epproaches and needs,

Singerely,

Harold eisberg




