 Cites Duty to Family |
" .Blemarg: Eﬂ}i;)‘o;':e\{ I

Washington Post Staff Writer
BOSTON, Sept. 23—Sen. Edward M.

Kennedy (D-Mass,) announced today that
he would not be a presidential eandidate

in 1976, ° -

| “Thereis a‘baolﬁrhelyrndjcimumhﬁn;e"e or

event that will alter the decision,” Ken-
nedy told a news ‘conference here, ;He
sald he would .not accept a draft in 1976
and would oppose any effort to place
his name in nomination at the Demo-
cratic National Convention, -

Kennedy's decision leaves the contest

for the Demoeratic nomination wide
open; with three senators already build-

ing campaign organizations. and travel-
ing to test their appeal to vntzﬁ.k;ﬁﬁ’y

~are Sens. Waller F. Mondale of Minne- 5
sota, Henry M. Jackson of Washington *

and Lioyd M. Bensten Jr. of Texas, .

support, buti i Mot make any sta

oA et L b6, dnterpreteld s & | yesterday as likely beneficiaries of Ken. '

endorsement. ;00 ot
Kennedy decided nearly a month ago

that he would not seek the presidency

J" V' HBennedy  announced today that - he

v in 1976, according to a close adviser to
/ \%vlhgm' he revealed the decision. &
wo! 't run, this adviser said, in ord:

to put behind him all the questions about . i
ﬁ;‘ political future that were plaguing |
at every turn when he traveled for
candian L ALt B iy Memny, and

Democratic candida

With ‘his impressive leads in public

opinion polls, it had been widely as-,
. See KENNEDY, A6, Col. 1

-

resumably seelc Ke r
e did not. mj ‘ 5

_ Ticket Up foqufaBs

Keﬁgﬁﬁeﬁﬁy Bows Out for 1976

i AN Y e,
By Jules Witeovecxiand rd M. Cohen

: > Waahington Post Siatt Writers' '

©.'Sen. Edward M, Kennedy's &udden
withdrawal from 1976 presidential con-
* ftention not only throws the Democratie

a yesterday,
for a’ dramatic, multi
convention. = e AT

' Kennedy was the only prospective 1976
. aspirant who appeared to have a chance

. to.win the Democratic nomination on the
' first ballot, these leaders said, especially

new party rules for delegate selec--

tion' that bar winner-take-all state pri-
maries and caucuses,
“This be the first convention bro-

i Tered in t) .name of reform,” said a poli- -

-1 tieal-&dviser to Sen. Walter F. Mondale
(D-Minny), one of the h who is
. expected to benefit among party liberals
as a result of Kennedy's decision,

. But Mondale was only one of at least

EL

“*. ‘nedy’s decision.

i of Kennedy on the political spectrum,
! Sen. Henry M, (Scoop) Jackson (D-Wash.)
-1 ‘will be, helped by the Kennedy pullout
+ ‘because it will give him a clearer field in
7 the fight for’ support of organized labor,
" most Democratic politicians -agreed,
~ AFL-CIO President George Meany and

' CIO Committee on Political Education,

_ “both “would rather have Secoop than
' See IMPACT, AS, Col. 6

nomination up for grabs, party leaders -
greed , but also sets the stage '
qt llfhtak?.edno

three ‘Democrats listed "by. party leaders

" Although he is considered to the right




Kennedy Exit Pre(:ipitates |
Seramble for ’'76 Nomination

IMPACT, From Al

Teddy,” a high ranking Dem-

ocratic National Committee

* official said yesterday, “but

they would have been per-
fectly happy with Teddy if
he had become the nominee.
Teddy’s withdrawal makes it

easier now to pull labor for .

Secoop.”

However, because the
labor vote no longer is de-
liverable as"a bloc and be-
cause it is factionalized,
several party and labor
politicians noted, other can-
didates can be expected, to
draw off some of the 'old
Kennedy support.

Among them, they said, is

Gov. George C., Wallace of
Alabama, who ‘in Demo-
cratic presidential primaries
in 1964 and 1972 demon-
strated strength among the
same blue-collar voters who
in the past have supported
the candidacies of the Ken-
nedy brothers.

Most party leaders con- |
tacted in the wake of the

Kennedy announcement pre-
dicted a =widened field - of
Demogcratic - aspirants, par-
ticularly liberals rushing to
fill the XKennedy vacuum,
That prospect, they noted,
would work against Mon-
dale, 'who up to now had
been mining the liberal lode

as the prime alternative to;

Kennedy.

Among those being men—
tioned yesterday as possible
added starters on the liberal
side were Sen. Birch Bayh
(D-Ind.), if he can win re-
election = impressively in
November; Gov. John J. Gil-
ligan of Ohio if he can beat

back the challenge of for-
metr Republican Gov. James
A. Rhodes; and former as-
tronaut John Glenn, odds-on

favorite to win a Serate seat”

from Ohio.

- The Kennedy mthdrawal‘.

also is expected to increase
the prospects that two other
‘Democrats already testing
the presidential waters, Sen.
Lloyd M. Bentsen of Texas,
and Rep. Morris K. Udall of
Arizona, will eventually
take the plunge.

One 1872 candidate, ‘Sen,
Edmund S. Muskie (D-
Maine) said that while he
was disinclined to make a
second try, “I guess it's no
secret that the taste for the
challenge has never left me
But whether it makes sense
to go after it again is an-
other question.”

Muskie noted he had just
accepted the chairmanship
of the new Senate Budget
‘Committee, which he viewed

""as’-a worthwhile and con-

structive undertaking, “and
‘it's not my ingtihct to run
around ' the |country in'ia
hopeless cause.”

But he added: “If what I .
consider to be unlikely, if
there was a strong enough
indication it might make
sense for me to think about
it again, I suppose I would
be tempted to think about
it. But that hasn't happened
yet, and I don't find the
juices flowing.”

One ranking party offi-
cial, asked abut Muskie,
said: “Muskie is more anx-
ious to be President than
anybody you know. He’s the
most frustrated of all of
them.”

The ' 1872 Democratic
standard-bearer, Sen.
George McGovern, was in
South Dakota yesterday
campaigning for re-election.
An aide said there was no
change in his position that
he would not be a candiate
in 1976.

Mondale said of Kenne-
dy's decision: “I think it's a

helpful development for me.

It clarifies the situation. In
my travels and in hundreds
of occasions people say, ‘we
like you, but what's Teddy
gonna do? Now we know.
He was, clearly the dominant
cardidate and it was diffi-

cult for me to get a hearing. |

Now It will be much easier.” |

Mondale held a meeting

with his chief aides yestér-

day morning and said after-
ward he planned no essen-
tial change in strategy but
“I believe I will now be able
to raise some money better
‘than I have
_Jackson said asa reault of
the Kennedy decision he
. .would accelerate his “eﬁort
|| from the standpoint of! staff

<-ing” for his 1976 bid, now re- |

_garded a nanr-certamﬁf He

saw the Kennedy pullout as |
a boon to his prospects for
labor backing but he also |

believed 'nmew candidates
likely would emerge.
Jackson said the likeli-

hood that no candidate now |

could anticipate a first-bal-
lot nomination “will require
great strength in; the prima-’
ries, and you have to avoid
all the bruises” in order to
survive in the negotiations
that would accompany a

deadlocked, multi-ballot con-

vention.




KENNEDY, From A1

sumed in the party that the.
nomination was Kennedy's
for the asking, However,
some party leaders had
been sensitive to the fact
that as long as Kennedy
withheld his decision, it
would make it more diffi-
cult for other candidates to
develop.

Although Kennedy said

his decision is applicable
for “any foreseeable fu-
ture,” his responses to ques-
tions appeared to leave the
door open to a candidacy in
1980, when he will be 48,
still young by presidential
standards. &
! Alluding to the assassira-
tions of his older brothers,
President John F. Kennedy
and Sen, Robert F. Ken-
nedy, Kennedy said, “I've
seen in my own family
where it never serves a
purpose to plan beyond the
immediate future” .. %
He said he plans to be a
candidate for re-election to
the Senate in 1976, and in
the meantime will remain
active in the party. ...~ :

While tacitly acknowledg- -
ing that he may not.be able .

to  remove . himself from
speculation about the 1976
Jfiomination, Kennedy re-
peatedly attempted to un-
‘derscore the finality of his
“decision -to withdraw as a
‘candidate.

<-On the verge of exaspera..

tion at one point, he said, "1
said it. I can't find words in
the English 'langut_ige that

Later, when asked if he
could envision any state of
affairs in national polities
that would make him
change his mind, Kennedy
momentarily glanced in the
direction of his wife, Joan,
and said, “No. I must say T
would not ... there are ng
circumstances,” '

Kennedy said his decision
‘was based solely on personal
considerations involving his
family, S )

“From the campaigns of
my ‘brothers before me, I
know that seeking the na.
tion’s highest office de-
mands a candidate’s undi-
vided ‘attention and his
deepest ' personal commit- .
ment. If any candidate is un-
able to make that eommit-
ment, he does a disservice to
his country and to his party
by undertaking the effort”"
Kennedy said. '

“My primary responsibili-
ties are at thome. It has be-
come quite apparent to me
that T would be unable to
make a full commitment to
a2 campaign ' for the presi-
dency. I simply cannot do
that to my wife and children
and other members of my
family,” Kennedy declared,

Seated beside him in a
crowded —and occasionally
boisterous—news confer-



ence at the Parker House
was Mrs. Kennedy, who. pe-
riodically has been under
hospital care.

Another major factor,
aides to the senator said,
was that a presidential can-
didacy would intrude on
Kennedy's ability to follow
closely the cancer preven-
tion treatments for his son,
Teddy Jr., who had a leg
amputated last November.

Although he has persist-
ently been haunted by ques-
tions arising out of his auto-
mobile accident on July 19,
1969, at- Chappaquiddick,
Mass., in which a passenger,
Mary Jo Kopechine,
drowned, Kennedy said ‘the
accident and a spate of arti-
cles this summer on its fifth
anniversary were not factors
he considered.

He acknowledged that the
accident and his role in re-
porting it to authorities

would have been a *“factor .

that would have 'been
raised” in his eandidacy, but
he said he was prepared to
address the guestions
squarely.

"Referring to a coroner's
inquiry following the acci-
dent, Kennedy said, “These
questions asked of me would
be .asked of me in other
parts of the country.

“I ecan live with my testi-
mony. Although this tragedy
is a deep personal tragedy,
one that I accept full re-
sponsibility for ... I ecan
live with my testimony,”
Kennedy added.

In spite of his deecision
against making the 1976
race, Kennedy sald, he will
respond in the futureto
newsmen’s questions about

the Chappaquiddick 1nui-
dent. No questions about his
role in the accident were
posed at today's news con-
ference.

The personal dangers in-
herent in the last surviving
Kennedy brother running
or national office also were
not a major factor, the sena-
tor insisted, although he ob-
liquely revealed the extent

‘fto  which he had given

thought to the possibility of
an assassination attempt.
“Any one who didn’t real-

ould be naive, and any-
body who was obsessed with
them would be inéffective,”
Kennedy said. \

Kennedy repeatedly sides-
tepped attempts to elicit an
endorsement of Democratic
hopefuls in 1976, saying in-
stead he preferred to let
prospective candidates make
their appeals to the voters.

He sald he will do some
campaigning this fall, but he
indicated it would be lim-
ited to a relatively few com-
mitments- he has already
made.

Kennedy denied that he
felt any pressure on the part

- of the Democratic organiza-

tion to announce his with-
drawal now. Repeatedly
over the past year, he has
said he would announce his
intentions by mid-1975, al-
though during a political
trip to California last week.
end, he said an announce-
ment would come sooner,
Facing an incumbent
President, Democratic strat-
egists have noted that any
aspiring challenger should
begin organizing his cam-

paign now, in the face of in-
creased:reluctance of donors
to make campaign gifts as a
result of the aftereffects c?
Watergate, VLR

While denyipg| that party
leaders had pressured him
to announce his intentions,
Kennedy conceded that af-
ter this fall's congressional
races, “there would, per-
haps, have been more inten-
sive pressure.”

Washington . Post staff
writer Jules Witcover re-
ported that Kennedy con-
cluded in late August that
his family responsibilities—
especially the hospitaliza-
tions .of his son and wife—
would not permit him to un-
dertake the kind of full-

! United Press International
Sen. Kennedy announcing he won't be '76 candidate.

scale campaign that would

have been required.

He called David Burke,
his one-time Senate adminis-
trative aide and longtime
personal political adviser, to
Cape Cod and for several

hours Burke, who agreed
that Kennedy should not
run, played devil's advocate,
laying out the considera-
tions, pro and con, of his de-
cision,

The decision made, only
the matter of timing re-
mained. Kennedy said pri-

*.vately he wanted to make a

statement as soon as it was
prudently possible.




Health of His Immediate Family
W eighs Heavily on Sen. Kennedy

By Stuart Auerbach
Washington Post Staff Writer
The health of his immedi-
ate family weighs heavily on
Sen. Edward M. Kennedy.
Two of its members—his
wife Joan and son Edward
Jr. (Teddy)—have spent a
good part of the past year in
hospitals.
~ Mrs. Kennedy left a hospi-
tal in Capistrano-by-the-Sea,
Calif., where she is undergo-
ing treatment for emotional
problems, to stand by her
husbend's side during yes-

terday’s Boston press eon- *

ference.

Before going fo Califor-
nia, Mrs, Kennedy had been
self-confidence, - she has
been quoted as saying.

Her emotional problems
worsened last November
when Teddy ,who will be 13
years old on Thursday, de-
veloped cancer and had to
have his right leg ampu-

tated.“It hit her very hard,”
a friend said.

- Part of the problem in-
volved drinking too much,
although she is not consid-
ered to be an alcoholie.

Meanwhile, doctors re-
ported yesterday that there
has been no recurrence of
the cancer that caused Ted-
dy's right 1g to be’amputed
at the Silver Hill Founda:
tion Hospital in New Ca-
naan, Conn., which special-
izes in treating people with
drinking problems.

The Californin hospital
‘also treats drinking prob-
lems, but it uses massive
doses of vitamins, a treat-
ment that an American Psy-
chiatric Association task
force said does not work.
Reportedly, Mrs.
decided to go to the Califor-
nia hospital against the ad-
vice of doctors who had
been helping the family.

Kennedy |

She began seeing a psychi-
atrist in Washington in Jan-
wary, 1971, to restore her
just above the knee. Teddy
has been undergoing treat-
ment at Boston Children’s
Hospital every three weeks

"to increase the odds that his

cancer will not recur and
spread. \ iy N

The treatment .will be
shifted this week to George-
town University Hospital
here *as a matter of conven-
ience to him and his fami-‘]
ly,” said Dr. Philip Caper, a
friend of the family and a
member of the staff of the
Senate Health subcommittee’
that Sen. Kennedy heads.

“There is no evidence of
recurrence of the tumor,”
said Caper.

Teddy will meet his new
doctors today for a series of
tests and check into the hos-
pital Friday for the week-
end.

The treatment involves
giving him massive doses —
2,000 times the conventional
dose — of a powerful. anti-
cancer drug, methotrexate,
followed by injections of a:
form of vitamin B called ci-:
trovorum factor, which acts:

as an antidote and prevents|
the side effefts of methotre-
xate. {

At Georgetown, Teddy
will be under the care of Dr.
Philip Schein, an associate
professor of medicine and
chief of medical oncology at
the hospital. Schein joined
the Georgetown staff in An-
gust from the National Can-
cer Institute, where he had
experience with the new,
still experimental, treat-
ment.

Teddy started the treat-
ment in March and it is ex-
pected to go on for another
17 months, His cancer was
diagnosed as a condrosar-
coma — in the tissue that
produces . cartilage next to
the bone. This gives Teddy a
far better chance of survial
than if the cancer was in the
bone itself.



‘Text of Sen. Kennedy’s Statement

BOSTON, Sept. 23 (UPD—
'The text of Sen. Edward M.
Kennedy’s statement today
on_ the 1976  presidential
race:

1 appreciate your coming
this morning. As I said in
my brief statement yester-
day, I have requested this
conferénce to announce my
Future political plans; and I
very much wanted to make

the announcement here in

Massachusettsy 0l
From the campaigns of
my. brothers. before me, I
know that seeking the na-
tlon's ~highest office de-
-mands~a candidate’s undi-
wided  attention and his
‘deepest personal commit-
ment. If any candidate is un-
able to make that commit-
ment, he does a disservice to
his country and to his party
bydindertaking the effort.
o primary - responsibili-
“ties-are-at home. It has be-
~eome gquite apparent to me

that T would. be unable to'
make a full commitment to
a campaign for the presi-
deney. I simply cannot do
that to my wife and children
and the other members of
my family.

Therefore, in 1976, I will
not be a candidate for Presi-
dent or Vice President of
the United States. |

This decision is firm, final
and unconditiondal. There is
absolutely no circumstance

. or event that will alter the

decision. I will not accept
the nomination. I will not
accept a draft, T will oppose

any effort to place my name.

in nomination in any state

or at the national conven-

tion, and I will oppose any
effort to promote my candi-
dacy in any other way.

1 reached this decision af-

ter discussion with my wife

and the other members of

. my family. I have chosen to

announce'the decision now

in order to ease the appre-
hensions within my family
about the possibility of my
candidacy, as well as fo clar-
ify the situation within my

party.

1 shall do all I can in the
two years ahead to insure
the success of my party and
its nominees. I appreciate

. the confidénce of those who

have expressed their faith in
me and who have indicated
their support for me as a
presidentidal candidate,

For the past 12 years, I
have served the people of
Massachusetts in the United
States Senate. In 1976, I ex-
pect to be a candidate for
re-election. I take pride in
my service to the people of .
this commonwealth. In their
service, much can be done
to influence the direction of
the nation, and it is in their
service that I have found
the greatest satisfaction of
my public life.
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By Stephen Isaacs
Weshington Post Btaff Writer

Sen. Edward M., Kennedy -

may have said nay yesterday
.ato the 1876 Democratle pres-
-gidenﬁal nomination, but he
“did not rule out 1880, 1984,
£1988 or even 1992, ;
By the 1082 campaign, Ted
Kennédy will be 60 years
old — younger than Gerald
R, Ford will be in two years
when he makes his pre-
sumed run for his own presi-
dential term. ,
_ Ted Kennedy is still
“young politically, despite a
“Jife where ill health and
“{ragic convulsions have been
as common as the remark-
able political successes. For
the Kennedy family, and its
enormous ambitions, there

.are still other years, other |

campaigns. )

When Kennedy said yes-
terday that “I'simply cannot
do that (run for President)
to my wife and children and
the other members of my

family,” ‘he capsulized one

tragedy upon another.
Within his own family, his

gon, Ted Jr., had a leg ampu--

With *76 Ruled Out

tated last-November. Ted

will be 13 on Thursday and
needs constant treatment to
prevent the spread of can-
(o Al . by
His wife, Joan, has been
hospitalized time and again
over the last few months for
nervous disorders, y£2
And there are the 13 other
children for whom he is the
only Kennedy father — the
two of his brother Jack, shot
down while he was Presi-
dent, and the eleven of
brother Bob, shot down
while trying to become Pres-
ident. i
Ted Kennedy has shared

4n all of the well-known

traumas that have been vis-
ited upon the Kennedys, and
undergone a few of his own.

There was sister Rose-
mary, who was born re-
tarded.

Then there was the oldest
brother, Joe Jr., who they
say was destined to be Presi-

\dent, who was shot down in

Europe as a Navy flier in
‘World War IL

Then there was sister

Kaﬂﬂeen, who died in a plane
erash in France in 1948,

And then there was Jo-
geph P. Kennedy Sr., the pa-

! triarch of the family, who

suffered a severe, paralyz-
ing stroke in 1961, losing his

"‘ahility to speak, finally dying
“in 1969,

Edward Moore (Ted) Ken-
nedy has, like all the Kenne-
dys, lived a life that is in so
many respects charmed. He
received his first commun-
jon from Pope Pius XII. He
and Joan were married by

Franeis: Cardinal Spellman.’

Few would doubt that he
won his first election, just
three years out of law
school in 1062, because his
last name was Kennedy and
his brother in the White
House was very popular, in-

(deed, in Massachusetts.

But Ted Kennedy's own

misfortunes, almost a reverse

charm, had startzd before.
In his freshman year at
Harvard, in 1051, Ted Ken-
nedy as a lark had a class-
mate who was expert in
Spanish take an examina-
tion for him in Spanish a.

. Kennedy \

The imposter was spotted
when he handed in the
lexam booklet; a Kennedy
was booted out of Harvard.

He enlisted in the Army
and was sent eventually to

Paris, where his life was not -

a hard one. Always a bitof a
daredeveil, while there he
entered a Swiss bobsled

race — never having been |

aboard one — and won the
race.

came a bit of a “grind,” but
his record was not good
enough to get him into Har-
vard Law School. He eventu-
ally entered the University
of Virginia Law School,
where his brother Bob had
preceded him.

At Virginia, his penchant
for speed caught up with
him; he was notorious for

gunning around the campus .

in his Oldsmobile. Twice 'he
paid fines for traffic viola-
tions, speeding and running
lights.

When he ‘was readmitted |
to Harvard, Kenmedy be- |

Kennedy’s curious combi- 1

pation of luck and misfor-
tune escalated after he was
elected, in 1962, to fill the



Could Run in

{ unexpired two years of his
| brother Jack's Senate term.

Eleven months after Ted
became a senator, John T.
Kennedy was slain in Dal-
las.

Only months later, on
June 19, 1964, a rented plane -
carrying Ted Kennedy to a

political appearance in
Sprlnglteld Mass.,, crashed.
The pilot was kﬂled as was
Kennedy's administrative
assistant.

Sen. Birch Bayh and his
wife were along. Both were
injured but not as badly as
Kennedy, who had been
standing in an aisle when
the plane hit, Bayh pulled
Kennedy out all but dead.
Three vertebrae were
smashed, two - ribs were
cracked, internal bleeding
was profuse.

The mnext painful six
months were spent on a ro-
tating Stryker frame. It was
December before he could
stand wupright again and,
like his brother Jack, he has
been destined to live with
constant back pain and
supportive bracings.

While he lay immobile in

Boston's. New England Bap-

tist Hospital, his shy wife
1;Joan campaigned ‘in his

stead. He won his own term

in the Senate smashingly,
' winning 75 per cent of tne

_'votes cast.

In June 1968, the third of
the Kennedy bmthers, Rob-
ert, then New York's junior
senator and having just won

the California Democratic -

presidential primary, was
shot down, Ted, the last of
the Kennedy sons, delivered
the searing eulogy at the St.
Patrick’s Cathedral services.

Thirteen months later
'came the next Kennedy
tragedy, this one on July 18,
1969, on the small island of
Chappaquiddick off Mar-
tha’s Vineyard.

Ted Kennedy was driving
a car which plunged off tiny
Dike Bridge and into a tidal
pond, His passenger, Mary
Jo Kopechne, who had been
a secretary and campaign
worker for Robert Kennedy,
drowned. Kennedy managed
to get out and survive. And
he failed to report the
drowning to police until

'80, ’84, '88 o 92

some hours later the next
morning. i

Kennedy ultlmately_
pleaded guilty to leaving the
scene of an ‘accident. He
made a nationwide televi-
sion appearance on July 25,

. during which he told his .

version of 'the events at
Chappaquiddick. An . esti-
mated 35 million Americans
watched.

His role in the incident
has never been resolved
fully for many Americans,
and it is'said to have been a
factor in his declining to
seek any national office .in
1972. He said yesterday it
‘“would have been a factor,”

though he feels not a con-

clusive one, if he had run in

1976,

Kennedy's ill fortunes did
not end with Chappaquid-
dick, however.

Six months before, Ken-
nedy had challenged Sen.
Russell B, Long for the job
of assistant majority leader
(t:f '2the Senate, He won 31

0 26

Two years later, his fellow -

Democrats ousted him from
the v_vhjp's job, 31 to 24, in

B

favor of West Virginla's’

~ Robert C. Byrd.

' *Meanwhile, his huge plu-
rality in Massachusetts in
1864 shrank. He won in 1970
over Josiah A. Spaulding
with no mean margin of vie-
tory—he had 62.1 per cent
of the vote—bhut a far less
smashing cne than 1964's,

His spirits were buoyed
again in 1972, when he took
the campaign trail for his
fellow senator, George Me-
Govern, and for his brother-
inlaw, R. Sargent Shriver
Jr., in their unsuccessful bid
for the White House,.

Kennedy warmed to the
crowds he drew, and to ob-
servers it -was clear that his
political magnetism, his
Irish politician’s way with a
crowd, was far more effec-
tive than McGovern's. Mec-
Govern had pleaded with
him repeatedly to join the
ticket as the vice presiden-
tial nominee.

He was thinking about the
presidency again when the
word came last year that
young Ted had cancer, and
that his leg would have to
be amputated.



