KEW AD'EBSS: R¢. 7, Fredericlk, Md, 21701....501/4': 8166
Hovembar 26, 1987

Genstor Hobert Fenredy
Senate Office Bldg.,
sshington, i l. %

Lear Zenetor Eennedy,

Cn tae assumpiion you mesnt it when you s¢id e fer minutes sgo that the man
whe sclmovwledges error is & bit wisar tien the man who makes it, I sm writing you
for twe purpesss. If yourstafl hes shown you the esrlier lotters I wrote, you mey
recell thet I expect no snswer. ~y purpese is to infom vou. Like most public fig-
ures but erisps in greater dwg;,rce because oi your greater activny, ¥You inow whet
your, advibe;s want ycu to knom Thay bsve & yested interest in whet yaq ‘know -and !
om0t know,. :écn'l‘mor ue da notq pxaetisa the‘bbel.ier . h,aoknowleﬂgmnantr of error
is #isdom. Less 11":61? thuk others, tnose ®us nave metie‘ the error in mmising and
iaforamlng iuport.anb public figurss mey fesr tle censequerices of mtaini‘omiag those
.. by ghoum they ars edp;oysd, p&ticulﬂrly whsn tan conaequsncea to the psraonantv, Wi
"may be wvery ._,rea"‘;;'-'- R Lo SN i , T A

. From my own considembls ezpe*ienee '.ln the i‘iald and frozn axtenaive contacts
with maay poople, partisalarly sleseironic medlia paeple, I think L hiva s batter under-
staniing about ﬁablic utTitUutﬁd tovard you sud yc!...r poeition on your Grother's mure
der than alwuosd anyona slue, ~y knosledge of the fret of the eveni and its ofﬁcia].
inf:at;ga‘ciw isy & %hink, wlder then eny other’s.

I havs Just re ned froa a trip aceros:s the eou:xtry. L met many Deople.
particularly stud enta and the preaa. I spent three weeke in four ms jor cities, Two
things 42 tic pesi yesr hﬂva, bollave, more then eny othars, served to hurt yen
pclitically, These axe tEe fact thet ¥ou hed the plctures snd i-reys of the autopsy
iz your possession and tiec memner ond conditions of thelr return, end ‘your atii-

" tude toward the Garrison’ 1nvast1getion, particu_erly ynur seeins’ of Gurvlch snd
mise. 1 heve' no Foubt vou did not hl:"vﬁ the knowledge raeu:tred for thsse acts. for 1
think if you knew whst I do, 7ou'd kéve done otherw#ige. -

In evary apresronce L mnske tha guesticn o1 your sttituds toward en unsatic-
factory inquiry that is to aost people unaccspiable comes up st laast nnce and in
8t least cno form. YTten thoass conducting the progrem, psrticularly if it 12 on TV
or rsdio, snticlipate 1t bocsusze 4t 12 ineviteble. Incressingly 1 find my effort to
make your pocition as Attorney Genersl comprehensible end ssy wast + have written,
'thﬂt in disassociating yourself from sctive control over the investigstion you ser-
ved = natiounal iaterest snd tha® beesuss of it thers 1s now no question of 3 vindi-
etive spirdt, unsstisfecliory to the questionere, %hen I say that it is understandsble
that you might find it too peinful to have read the Narren “‘eport and these books on
1t, people sey "I wouldn't if 1t ted besn my brother®. I cearot snd do not defend
your hendling of tha pletures end X-reys, elthough I em in possession of evidence
thot I will publish when I csn thet I think may, tc 2 degree, slter public under-
stending of the r:al situz¥ion szd put you in ¢ sonewhat better licht., I do hsve
avidence thet is supposed not to exist.



Should my lettersheve reached you, which I doubt, or the ssme assistant,
which mey be more possible, I think it should be clser that in this correspondence,
in which I have relieved you of the responsibility of reply, I hsve hed no ulterior
motive ?ut seak only what 1 rafard 8s the netional good =nd, where they coinecide,
yours. “ou must be avere that * have made no public uee of it, certsirly net in
any way to hurt you. And 1 have sought to direct you from further error,

A% the moment, I belisve e eitustion hes besn created thet msy be condticive
to such error, There is, right now, an effort to populerize = theory thst seems to
be critical of the official investigation but, 1 believe, is in reslity s ploy to
seek ascceptability for a variant of it that is neithear defensible nor right. If I
om ag right as I {think I am, there may be pressures to get behind it. For those who
do, I bolleve the political cost will be grest. For those Who hmve personal invol-
vemente, 39y mey bs inceloulsble,. ;

This 1e 2 retasr limited spproach thet, even if 1t were right, could not
serve th: netionsl intersst., For those vwho might er might be tempted tommssocaste
themselves with 1%, there zre other elaments of which they may heve no knowledge
that will ccom be im ths public mind. e

L heve sent my‘bodkh.to yoﬁ 88 thoy epresr. I em sstisfisd no one on your

‘staff bLas regd them with an open wind., Had someone, I1'd have hesrd before now, Thet

is not iy uflalr. Vour of tue piojected seven-pert study sre now out. The fifth is
writien end will be publichsd when I esn risk ths sdded debt. The others sre resear-
ched snd pertly written, There iz a very conciderzble body of evidence of wanich there
is preeently no public understanding - indeed, very few people now of its existence,
My previous offers stand. I think your personsl position i= not @s securs ss it may
geen Yo be 2nd thet developments in the im ediste furtihe-may be less pleasant.,

I woull elso like to suggest thet there arc those who have the reputation of
bteing expert in the field and are accepted as expert and of meture snd wise judge-
mert without warrent. Todsy's pepers carry a review of 2 book by & man who Ras had
& reputation monufactured for him but who lacks the most elemental knowledge of the
fact of both th: trogedy 2nd its official investigetion. e postulstes sccelerstion
of the Precidentisl ezr at ¢ tims whan even thoss who bave just rsed ths sveil:bls
litereturs 2hould know ths cer did not aciglerate. The teking of edvice from those

he heve not expored the enormous 4sts thet is cveilsble and almost entirely unplumbed
and the sccepting of Judgaments from sueh seurcss is risky 1f not foolhardy.

By purpose in this latter 1s %o slert you. I bslieve your close e rsonsl
interest 2nd the nationel interest now coincide. I 2lso believe the time has pest
when dlsassocistion will be acceptsd by most psople, And 1 remain willing to helv
in 2ny honersblg way poasible,

Sincersly,

Earold 7%eisbsrg



