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W
ILLIA 

KIRW
AN m

E
. 

A
t O

S
U

, q
u

ality sh
ou

ld
 b

e Job
 N

o. 1 
D

ear O
h

io S
tate stu

d
en

ts: 

T
h

e sk
ies ou

tsid
e m

y office 
tod

ay are filled
 w

ith
 g

ra
y clou

d
s 

an
d

 th
ere is a good

 ch
an

ce th
at 

w
e w

ill h
ave sn

ow
 b

efore th
e en

d
 

of th
e d

ay. H
ere in

 m
id

-w
in

ter 
M

arylan
d

, w
e are im

m
ersed

 in
 

sp
rin

g sem
ester. T

h
e cam

p
u

s is 
b

u
sy, an

d
 sp

irits are h
igh

. In
 ju

st 
a few

 w
eek

s, w
e w

ill b
e seein

g 
th

e first sp
rin

g flow
ers. B

y ju
st 

ab
ou

t every m
easu

re - th
e ed

u
ca-

tion
 of ou

r stu
d

en
ts, research

 
an

d
 sch

olarsh
ip

 th
at ad

van
ce th

e 
b

od
y of k

n
ow

led
ge, ou

treach
 to 

govern
m

en
t an

d
 b

u
sin

ess w
ith

 
th

e exp
ertise of services of a tal-

en
ted

 facu
lty —

 th
e u

n
iversity is 

read
y for an

oth
er p

eriod
 of 

grow
th

 an
d

 ren
ew

al. 
T

h
rou

gh
 m

y recen
t visits to 

C
olu

m
b

u
s, I k

n
ow

 th
at m

u
ch

 th
e 

sam
e can

 b
e said

 ab
ou

t O
h

io 
S

tate —
 w

h
ere th

e p
ace of activ-

ity is sw
ift an

d
 th

e op
p

ortu
n

ities 
to b

u
ild

 on
 th

e im
p

ressive b
ase of 

excellen
ce are virtu

ally u
n

lim
it-

ed
. W

h
en

 I w
as first con

tacted
 

ab
ou

t b
ecom

in
g p

resid
en

t of T
h

e 
O

h
io S

tate U
n

iversity, I w
as n

ot 
look

in
g for an

oth
er job

. B
u

t as I 
learn

ed
 m

ore ab
ou

t O
h

io S
tate, 

th
e id

ea of b
ecom

in
g p

art of you
r 

com
m

u
n

ity —
 of w

ork
in

g to 
im

p
rove th

e stu
d

en
t exp

erien
ce 

in
d

 b
u

ild
 d

istin
gu

ish
ed

 p
ro- 

gram
s th

at are k
n

ow
n

 for th
eir 

excellen
ce arou

n
d

 th
e w

orld
 -

b
ecam

e in
creasin

gly attractive. 
W

h
en

 m
y w

ife P
atty an

d
 I 

first cam
e to cam

p
u

s, w
e w

ere 
cap

tivated
 b

y th
e sp

irit th
at su

r-
rou

n
d

s O
h

io S
tate. W

e w
ere 

in
vigorated

 b
y w

h
at w

e saw
 in

 
you

r classroom
s an

d
 research

 
lab

oratories. W
e w

ere cap
tu

red
 

b
y you

r w
arm

 w
elcom

e —
 an

d
 b

y 
you

r en
th

u
siasm

 for learn
in

g. 
A

s P
atty an

d
 I w

ere con
sid

er-
in

g a m
ove to C

olu
m

b
u

s, I h
ap

-
p

en
ed

 to read
 an

 article in
 th

e 
N

ew
 Y

orker 
en

titled
 "

T
h

e N
ext 

U
n

iversity."
 S

u
ggestin

g th
at 

h
igh

er ed
u

cation
 tod

ay is n
ot 

resp
on

d
in

g to th
e n

eed
s of stu

-
d

en
ts an

d
 th

eir fam
ilies, th

e 
au

th
or p

red
icts th

at 
th

e 21st cen
tu

ry w
ill 

u
sh

er in
 a n

ew
 k

in
d

 
of u

n
iversity. 

In
 th

is vision
 of 

th
e "

n
ext u

n
iversity"

 
th

ere w
ill b

e n
o p

er-
m

an
en

t facu
lty, ju

st a 
grou

p
 of p

rofession
-

als, oth
erw

ise 
em

p
loyed

, w
h

o are 
h

ired
 for five to six 

w
eek

s at a tim
e to 

in
stru

ct on
e or tw

o 
n

igh
t cou

rses. It w
ill 

d
eliver m

an
y of its 

cou
rses via th

e com
p

u
ter, so, as 

th
e au

th
or n

otes, m
an

y stu
d

en
ts 

w
ill b

e ab
le to "

earn
 a d

egree  

w
ith

ou
t ever m

in
glin

g w
ith

 oth
er 

stu
d

en
ts or even

 m
eetin

g a p
ro-

fessor."
 A

n
d

 it w
ill h

ave n
o h

om
e-

com
in

gs —
 b

ecau
se w

ith
 ren

ted
 

classroom
s in

 local office b
u

ild
-

in
gs, th

ere w
ill b

e n
o p

lace to 
com

e h
om

e to. 
T

o b
e su

re, ou
r colleges an

d
 

u
n

iversities m
u

st b
e aggressive 

in
 tap

p
in

g in
n

ovative learn
in

g 
tech

n
ologies an

d
 d

evelop
in

g n
ew

 
ad

m
in

istrative stru
ctu

res, b
u

t 
th

e "
n

ext u
n

iversity"
 as 

d
escrib

ed
 in

 th
e article is N

O
T

 
m

y vision
 of h

igh
er ed

u
cation

's 
fu

tu
re. In

 fact, after ju
st a few

 
d

ays on
 O

h
io S

tate's cam
p

u
s, I 

can
't im

agin
e h

ow
 an

yon
e cou

ld
 

em
b

race th
is fu

tu
re vision

. 
W

h
at h

as d
raw

n
 m

e to th
is 

rem
ark

ab
le u

n
iversity 

is th
e sp

irit of th
e stu

-
d

en
ts, facu

lty an
d

 
staff, alu

m
n

i an
d

 
tru

stees w
h

o are 
en

th
u

siastic ab
ou

t 
learn

in
g —

 an
d

 excit-
ed

 b
y d

iscovery. It is a 
collective sen

se th
at 

O
h

io S
tate's b

est d
ays 

lie ah
ead

. 
W

h
at gu

id
es m

e as 
I an

ticip
ate com

in
g to 

O
h

io S
tate is a com

-
m

itm
en

t to p
rovid

e a 
h

igh
 q

u
ality ed

u
cation

 
to ou

tstan
d

in
g stu

d
en

ts, an
d

 to 
im

p
rove stu

d
en

ts' exp
erien

ces 
b

oth
 in

sid
e an

d
 ou

tsid
e th

e class- 

room
. It is a d

esire to en
h

an
ce 

th
e u

n
iversity's acad

em
ic stan

d
-

in
g th

rou
gh

 an
J u

n
com

p
rom

isin
g 

p
u

rsu
it of excellen

ce, an
d

 to 
en

su
re th

at th
e u

n
iversity 

reflects th
e d

iversity of th
e state 

w
h

ose citizen
s it is h

on
ored

 to 
serve. It is a d

eterm
in

ation
 to 

reach
 ou

t to th
e larger society b

y 
u

sin
g th

e u
n

iversity's exp
ertise -

an
d

 resou
rces to create job

s an
d

 : 
m

ak
e a p

ositive d
ifferen

ce in
 p

eo-
p

le's lives. 
In

 closin
g, I h

ave a req
u

est 
an

d
 a p

rom
ise. F

irst, I ask
 you

 to 
join

 w
ith

 m
e, an

d
 w

ith
 th

ou
san

d
s 

of oth
ers, in

 m
ak

in
g a great u

n
i-

versity even
 b

etter. S
om

etim
es, it 

w
ill b

e a ch
allen

ge. A
t oth

er 
tim

es, it w
ill b

e exh
ilaratin

g. It 
w

ill n
ever b

e easy. B
u

t togeth
er, 

w
e can

 all exp
erien

ce th
e excite-

m
en

t of m
ovin

g O
h

io S
tate to th

e 
h

igh
est level of excellen

ce. 
A

n
d

 m
y p

rom
ise is to w

ork
 

every d
ay to m

ak
e T

h
e O

h
io 

S
tate U

n
iversity m

ore resp
on

sive 
to th

e n
eed

s of stu
d

en
ts, an

d
 to 

h
elp

 you
 —

 an
d

 th
e gen

eration
s 

of stu
d

en
ts w

h
o w

ill follow
 you

 -
rem

em
b

er w
h

y th
ere is so m

u
ch

 
p

rid
e for you

 —
 an

d
 for m

e —
 in

 
b

ein
g a B

u
ck

eye. 

S
in

cerely yo
u

rs, 
W

illia
m

 E
. K

irw
a
n

, p
resid

en
t-

d
esig

n
a
te 

Jr-1
d

 


