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Gardner, 4 01440 ;

Deur John, |

You ask about your father as we knew hinm and begin by saying what I never observed
in him, "There was a ppivate side tu the man beyond which you could not go." I suppose
that fron tinme to ﬁ%‘% this can be true of just about all ot us, I recall nothing like
that about him.

e all change with the yeurs and their pressures and I suppose the last tine ve
were together was ahout 1967. 25 years ago.So this could ha¥e developed without my having
any lmowledge off it. I kne only as a forthright man who séemed not to hold anything
back. But agaih, tha”ca.n have been becuse we were of the same aga, with similar interests
and beliefs.

As I noW reca.].l I emt your Iather ‘J(hrough peopla at CLICK magazine. I was its V. on
correspondent. I think it was through allan Chase, now ppoobably retired ig alive, when lasy
I saw hin an eminent medical writer, br . lobert Rogers, then ed.itnr, d'll}j:er the man who
made a success of the I‘p:lled second good-nmusic station in the dhole comltry and later mana-
ger | of the Hational Symphcm,v ; s ‘

L'f’ He then had Rea.lfilm, in Hew Ytﬂ wnﬁted to:help the war effort, and I Was q'ble to ek
get h;n n 81{/'11: through a woudar ful wrman who }nok ereat iritarest in young pe: pla and -in
get,;.ng them useful inside the government, conscientious peeple, not clookwutelwru, njgople T
with ideas. 1've forgotten the QEZENCY . J.t nay have becn fhe Office of Price’ Umﬁrolﬁ. B t
after that all he did, all the connec ions he made, he made on his own. lw recolleution his
employnént then is not clear but I have many clear Wecol.ectiogsfli of the time we spent to—
gether Bociallpx. I think thut -“:I.l, who is 8till asleep, would agree that of our friends of
oull age Sidney was our dearest friend of tha‘t-g:epie. a man who 10Vl‘d who earnedxs Lovep,

a very bright, witty, thoughftful and caring man. H/we 770 .

He atayed with me w)til he got quarters of his own. &t one point, I'n not sure when,

I got hin a scarce room in a hotel that one of iil's brothers had taken over and made a
sugcess of right downty&n. E:Lthe.qr he had his own roon there for a period of time of hd }alv.'ays
found pno for Sidney when he needad 1t. . . . Ll e e

We both went into the army about the same time, did not see each pther for a while,
a.rﬂ‘ next thing I knew your father was a Navy lieut ﬁ'f nt in the same shop in 0S5 to vhich
I was aa'ummd. I assuie from my next recollection that he returned to Navy active diitye.

It was a weckéflnd night and your father, as éusty a man as I remember seeing this
side of u#ﬁcaﬁ, shoved up with sveral members of his crew. ldl could alvmys imprwija
good me:xls in thise days and did.

It seems like the Navy had glexgoofed, sending an invasion force forth fron the Virginia
cans area without photov;[raphing it., Your father, using his own camera and film, did that
ff)r the Ifnvyaﬁunif I recall c¢orrectl; was criticized for doing it. P?obnh%t the lower Boto-




mac area too. He probably Vﬁoluted sone g regulation, almost ineﬁt‘tﬁle. alzhough .i do
not recall that he was at all uipprehemive abhu* having done what neented to be done,

He tended to be impa{tient fent with stuﬂdity from peoplle he knew were not stupid.

I an pretty sure we first met in either lew York or l’h:l.la.delphia. Lil may first have
seen hin when he knocked at the door and mig said L!‘ d in¥ited maf"’ In thoqe days that was
§ regular experience for her . But from then on b stayed with us whenever he wanted to or
needed to, wartime accomodations not always being available. |

Ve aine‘tt’Gf‘ten in those days. Sidney liked to drive out Jo near Rockville, to Hormangy

Farms restaurant, then in tne coungry, in +ha summertime. lHe then had a convertible,
I think a# “uick, nice those 6ot sumner days. '

There were )lafes where I was connected that he liked. I remeuber a gtory about one
that may anuse you. ; _

We had an Italian friend, Pete Honti, who served us tho finest Itulian food we ever

got. We vere 'alvays seated at the fami)lii.s_inble in k& the back, vere served copiously,
and like us your father thought the menu was eimply great. He told me this atory later.

Once he wanted to get Louis deRochambeau of I think the larch of Time un a good mood
80 he invited him to Pete's. Only as your father told me, the fond ho got was rather ordinary,
He was, of course, diaappoonted. The explanatipn is that Pete almays cooked for us and his
other old friends, . thenhired chefs for others once Hete got on his feet. I don't know why
this § story atﬁbks in my mind. It nay have been befause of your father 8 resction to hid '_ 7
disappoizfe”ment vwhen he d never had other than the very best there and when he needed the )
best for Wusiness reasons did not get it. :

Hy recollection is that despite his brilliance and 'reully keen observation your father
fron time to timitrustad people who’ere not worthy of thyst.I tljink soue took advantage of
him. He imew almost everybody and was always willing to arrmxge a meeting.

Uo }:new hin as a dear friend, a man of beliefs that e:;itht something to him, both iem
tolerant and sonetimes of short patience, inciaivel;y and instinctively very bright, widely
informed. _ ;

I've been witing thba very early in the morning,caution keeping me in the house with
a filn of icy smow on tho ground a:f‘fa windehill too lov for me to go out into. I'we felt
myself dozing gman—ly‘lm I thought sox if a.n,yt,ding i not clear, ask me, If I did not— =
say it above, I'nm sure 41l will agree that as of that period we loved your father more than
any others of our age.

I remembe: Kathy's wedding and ny acuﬁa regret that it was unuise for l_gé to go to it.
as a firlyg sha.'lﬁwboth be:utiful and very ;;ﬁght. I ;remember the cartoons of that family
She drew alrost d'uilq.r. in effect getting her: startad‘ ad a coméng novelist when she was a.l%ut
eighs, llemember she used to poatﬁ, then on the kitchen wall just inside <he door. I remember
that I had a collection of thick-leaded color pengcils from wartime need and gave them to
her for her sketching. I'm getting bad on names' but I'11 try to tmemsiuber hers in'the event

fir
.-'



1 see a review by her. i

Se:ns to me last + hefurd. frorri ?rour mother sathy was also ? bird lover amd feeder.

Your mother was a fine photpgrapher of them in pirticular but also of other wild
life, including frogs. I stili renembher sone boo.ut:.ful froF pictures she took.

and a very fine, patient and tolerant young woman. She must have foubd it trying
that often Sidney could not do what he'd said he® do, like being home for supper at a
particular time and then finding that impossible, as well as 1}1:; long absences on business.

I was waiting for him times he mas anxious to Jet hone on time and couldn't, in his
office and elsewhere. Your mother seemed patient about it. Lil was, too. Even when whth-
put having, inforned her I had {hvited people for supper and they got there before me!

Another way of putting thid is that it is a reflection ksx of how fortunite we both
were with our wives and what our work demanded of ug.

You ask what your father was interested in. In general, as was true of many of us,
political and cultural matter s and what in general was going on in the world. I an sure
that like % your father was what in th:éa days was soffietines known as a "premture anti-
fascist." Imaghne, peoplc* tllought and acted thit way! I was rathew surprised to lesrn later
that he had an interest in h.mdwrking I had a few inexpensive pover tools I was no longer
using and took them to him at Fairway “lose. But I have na recollection of seeing .mything
he had built. \/henever’'I vi‘stﬂ.ud he had no time for using those tools, those and the onoa

he already had. .-1 : s

You ask; qudations relatecl to what our }ﬁstory would have been had JFK not been lcilled.
No'qdoy is Herlin, who remembered the future. But ny belief is that JFK becume an entiroly
different man and President as a result .f wlggat he experienced and learned during the Cub4a’
I*'d.ssiln erisis and thaT he had decided on peace and taken some me:aningful steps touﬁ;'d
ach:l.avimr peace. I think nong of the ensurg tragedies would have befulien us and that in-
stead of being a bankrupt gandarme to theﬁworld we'd be g hap;y, at leaust reusonably pro—
spea/on{s people, with a sounder economy and a considerubly reduced military. VWelhave nuch
less of a drug problem and culture, young people with betier educations and verhaps uider
interests. Thera are things he did as well as what he s:id that indicates where he wanted
us to go. liis problam would have becn his oppositim. not his poliiciua. I thi¥k he'd
have been one ofl our dest-if he'd lived to complete the' first term.

've raibled. Please remember me to your mother and sister when Yyou are in touchw #ith

them. Next tim%l respond ;t_ai_g,,quest:.ov I hppe B't noy as draway.
s WM"‘{ ' ‘ VYur best,
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