lirs. Kathy Veber 5/8/93
108 Beacon Road
Bethany, CT 06524

Dear Kathy,
wh\hmven allowing for inflation, I think yout Charlotte's cookie sales exceed yours.
whi'ég also entailed some delivery for your mother?

I'd forgotten that wuv;{}icturo appcared with some of the stories you thdughtfully
sent some time ago. Donlt go to the trouble of having one made but if you find a picture
of Hick I'd lile yo seehit. I mss very fond d€ fou and John as children, I'm glad you are
floing well and are hapyy and I'd just likk tosse what Nick loek3 like,

111 and I werc both surprised at your description of your father because you do not
dese¥ibe the man we knew and loved. Understand, I'm not diisputing you and I'm sure you
are honest, the impression I've formed from your letiers and your articlese.

We are both stunned., I've thought about this and think I'dl take a break and go to
the nearby mall for a little walldng and think about it further. esol did and my own
current major problem intruded some but perhaps I have aﬂartiaﬂ explanation.ﬁ for pou.

What sidetracked me on my own problem was whaty I remembered when I walked past one
of the local Ualden bookstores, managed by a friercl7who was not in. I left the message for
her that my book on the King assassination more than 20 years old and the only dependable
one still is being reprinted as a quality paperback by Carroll & Graf and to let her know

that there will be what the publisher did not srrange for, a na’bura.l promotion: I'll be
on Unsolved llysteries on the 31st. On the King assassination.

I, and I think I speak for Lil on this but can)t ask her because she has a tax client
with her, never saw anything sociopathic in your father. I canlt remember his being remote
except possibly when there was much on his mind and then it could not have lasted longe 1
never kmew him "fwll or anger" but did know hinm to anger easily from time to time, for
real cause. L'11 return to an aspect of this."Full of denials" is ambiguous but however
T thousht of it I do not reczll any cvidence of ite And thatl he renougued you and "chose
not to lmou his grondehildren, whom he never met," simply astounds me, I lmow he loved you
and John vhen you were children and L inow he sulffered before John's heart operation. I did
not sec hin for some time after it.

Uy was intolerant in a narrow area, of stupidity and dishonesty or any kind.

Ve nover lmew hin to be "unknovable" and it is so different from the man we knew that
it more tha the other things is vhat triggered the line of thought about which I wanted
to think more so I got away from the phone te thinlk about it because I expected a call
that did not come from a detective on a sick cane I've helped him on.

Ag best I can nouw recall, to tell you how I met him, it was through the editor and
managing editor of Click magazine, then the thid-largest picture magazine, behing old LIFE

and Look. The day we met I learned he wanted to get into helping the ear effort so I



invited him to stay with me and then introduced him to the older woman who was a dear
f:i:iond\éi% imacdiately got him and other friends useful job$in the government. Like your
father, all used that as a base and soon had work more to their liking. &nd for which
they were all very well suited, I slkip the mimime stories about some of thems

I Tirst met your mother when he moved back to New York permanently, the day he.did.

Your letter got me to thinld_ng about the changes L observed in him with the years. L
now realize that some of the characteristics I do not remember from vwhen we first knmew him
I began to see in him, to a degree, in 1965 and 1966 when I stayed with you on F 4 way Closece

lle lmew people were taking advantage of him and hey lek, them)in some instances. And
then he was angry about ite I met some strange ones in his office at 45th and Fifth and I
am certain some of them took advantage of hime I think that some of what I fi¥ st romember
seeing in hin then came from a kind of frustration. Part of that was his brillance and
correctness not perceived or understood by thosc with whom he had business dealings. In
faet I think that one of those men stole an idea from me, a cooking idea, and sold it.

Li1 and I were both national cooking champions. She was the national chicken-cooking
queen and three years later I was the national barbecue king. I was the Maryland chicken-
cobking champiom for four to six years. That was when we f armed)

side: I was quits surprised at John's recollection of the long weekend they spent
vith ug on the farm.

I never knew your father to be other than generous, in all ways, and I think that
may have contributed to the changes you call to my attention. People took advantage of him
and his willingness and generositye

What I am saying is that in a scnse life caused some of the changes in him.

The last time I remember seeing your mother your father w%s avaye It was in the sum—-
mer of 1966, I'd been invited to do the all-night talk show of a radical right gmposi‘l:_v
who called hims\]j@f "%g Joln" Nebel. He was on WNEC. I was broke in those days so I
drove up to lew Tork to get there early and try to do a little to promote my first book,
which I'd published mysclf after more than 100 international rejections. Toward the end of
the afternoon I began to tire so 1 ‘rove out to take a nap, in thatfaleasant and comfortable
third-floor room. But I could not sleep so after a visit with your mother I drove into
Hanhattan and met a woman i‘:'}end who dj‘flw ,‘%oolc—and—author show who wanted to be in the
gtudio during the show. She /as the on'ly}\ audience other than the control-room staff. It
was only ny second talk show, the first big one, but I'd learned on the local people—eater
first one fer which a restauriteur friend got me slightly drunk in advsmce to relax me,

It may amuse you if I digress,

llebel had an “impartialhpmel, both farther to the right extreme than he. Cne was
then Bill Buckley's rishbohand man on the NY Conservative Farty ng_\rz_n O'Dougherty, and the
other was the very dull stuffed shirt Victor Laskys I let them abuse me, patiently and



politely, witil I Hought they'd delivercd the audience to me and then I s’g@.ﬁed ridiculing
them Bor their igmorance, proving ignor:nce, not just alleging it. It got wild! Even the
staff did not like them, as * learned. They broke for 15 minutes of news after 2 1/2 hours,
GN{ great, oldlfashioned, u;nhealtlw and delicious delicatessen and soda pop like I've not
seen since, like Dr, Browm's tonic and crcam soda, etce I kept needling the momser
J“uslc_v while wve munched, and I recall ome still clearly. They behaved very badly witfx me,
vere overtly trding 8 ruin my book and me, and wi—thobzr their coarseness and ignorance I
did them in! To the point where when after th e bfeak when as udual they read telegrams from
the audience, all supporting me and criticizin: them for thiir boorishness and bad behaviop,
during a commercial Hebel went into the control room and when he returned he signed the
program off, with about two hours remaining, and had parts of earlier shows pdayed by tape.

Ile said good night to the political hacks who were his panel but not to me!

As I wgs vubtting my book and a few paper in my brief case - that is what 1 had then,
not an attache cage- the woman with me, Dottie, signalled to me to come over to see her.
She toid me to delay my packing, at the request of the staff, until after the others left,
I dide She then took me into the control room and Hebel's owm staff had packaged up all
Jﬁ:éi Adpastrami, corned beefl, tongue, salami and I ca.n% remembor what else, a large
grocezy—bag, of it, with another of the soft drinks, for me to have to eat as I drive home.
Which I began to do 24 hours after I'# arisen. Firstaé*iving Dottie 1o her home near Fort
Hamitton., That was the beginnin?' of the suceegs of the finknown book not in the books stores.

A? a result it was for a TV repetition I won } take your time for a few weclks later.
I may have seen your father aftgwthat WKen he was in Yashinmgton briefly but I have
no recollection of ite When I was in Iew York for promotions I phoned your mather and
spolze to her briefly but on none of those occasions was your father home,
After this digression I wonder if what finally killed your father resulted in behavioral
and attitudinal changes in him, I've lmown instances in which it Imd that effect. This might
be more pogsible if he imagined he had cause for anger or resentments
If you vant a few illustrations of his being ¥hgi "highly moral"™ I can supply them,
Ho was. Also highly ethical,.
lle was an assistant to Walter Wanger, then a top producer, when he was little more
thon a boy. He left Iollywood because he Tound it so corrupte He just did not want to
live thatl waye.
by {yping can't be any better. I'11 let reading and corvectinf this wait until tomor—
row when L 1oy confabulate less,
I envy you and Iliclk 2 good agent. There is the Bordsworthian curse on ue of being the
firste Ond in the field iu which I work of absolutely solid and accurate work. As
Doubleday told me in 1965 hen Pocket Books, which had predicted the book would be the
best seller of that year, realized they didn't darc publish it, for good reason if Fou'd

Viko Ho low, actually aaliod mm bo publich 1t. (A7 Budbdb, Aend~ Yy do Prepet.

Ne [frmeto— ,&W



]

So I now have a mamouth manuseript, rough draft * should say, that a local history
professor and also o dear friend told the president of the fine small college where all
ny worl will be a pcmnapent and free public archive in recomiending honorary degrees for
Jil and me, should "revolutionize thinldng about the %ohn Kennedy assassination." The
}&csiicnt phoned me a weck ago today to tell me that the trusteés had "voted unanimously
and enthuéiastical]y" to award the degrees. It will be at convoc%tion in August.

He happened to be here yeﬁf%brday when the Wisconsin hié;;;ian friend who has retyped
the ngﬁﬁ'drarﬁhnrhis computer called. & have speakerphones‘gg‘it was like a conference call,
Vhen we were tallding about a proble: that can interfere with thgqggg 1'd had for puﬁlica—
tion, and I do th go into that but will if you'd like,but I'm not the problem, I said
it is a tough book and they usually have problems, The Visconsin prof sald tough was not
the word, It was withgut historical precedent, an unprecedented book to him as a histirian.

And I did it,‘ggg to spenk, the Warren Commission's wordéaalone and unassisted in
about five months. I'1l be 80 a month from today and L've been on borrowed time since 1975.

I knovw it is a solid work, definitive and thoroughly documented, and from my record
it can't lose money and with any effort would be a real success}e I've actually heard from
more than 20,000 strangers. It has nover been easy to find me to write me. And many of
them say wonderful thinks. Only last year did I think to make a separate file of some of
the nicgr ones, for archival purposes, because they are all scflttered by the letter of the
alp@abet, how I filed them.

Just this norning I answered a letter from a writer in NewZealand who said, "I feel
very privileged to have this corresﬁ?;dcnce with youe"At my age and in the state of my
health it malies me feel even better than ordinarily it would.

This reprint of my King assassination book (which has an exceptiolffal history not
exploited) is actually by photographing the pages of the hardback.;[t was given a dif-
ferent title. And it does not include what was promised, a list of ﬁy other books and my
address. So, it does not emable readers to get my other bookse I haven't complained and
I wont bhecause conplaint would accomplish nothing. -

«l am very sorry about the changes in your father mostly after I last saw him, I
ﬂqink. But life does things to us all. But I am very pleased at the fine woman that so
attractive and imaginative if a bit quite little girl has #rown into!

%ove;and Ehalom,



