Mrs. Kathorine Weber - - 4/21/93
108 Bencon Road
Bothany, CT 06524

Dear bathy,

Wonderful the grcairblﬂmaBr for your unfinigged hovel! Would I had some for my
completed book, Without an agent and with special intercsts at 80 and in the state of ny
health I doubt that any agent or publisher wvho doe?#ot knov me and the truck record of my
boulks would be interested.

Let us hops that i% the peace and tranquility of the Irish countryside/seacoatt your
mind will be clear and you can turn it out rapidly-and well!

If Sidney's FBI file(s) cost 70 and run more than 800 pages they are withholding
much from you. They somctimes make a search charge and then the xeroxing is 10¢ per page.
While I have no knowledge of what these files hold I doubt that much, if any, relates to
my visits to lr.sr.i.r::ay Close. The FBI probably debeloped its interest in Sidney when he was
in llollywoods If it had no earlier interest in him, those with whom he then asgociated
were of ils perverted interest to tlkeFBI. If there were only the names Toller and Buchman,
they would have been enough, but undoubtedly there were others of interest to the FBI, And
you nay find that many of the pames you get are of reports in which others are the subject.

i1 practise the FBI pretends that all its records are at Hi and in response to requests
searches Il records only. But the field offices do not send all their records to HQ. At the
same time, il you w:nt the field office records, you have to ask for them in your request.

- With Sidney, if New York had no reason to open a file on hiM before he went to Los dngeles,
La woqu have, capies to at least NYC andff@, and thereafter NYC would have that file and
vould likcly have adied to it if not out of dircet ipterest in Sidney because of its in-
terests in those with whom he was in contact.Washington would have been involved, meaning
the field office rather than HQ, from which it is separate, at least with his security
clearances,

I recall no mention of Toller's widow but I do recall his saying that he owned theﬁ
Hﬁﬁkhiu high opinion of Toller and of his worl.

Heither of us recalls tpu name Bﬁéhman, either. Uc agreed again after re.ding this
latter that Sidney was two eﬁtirely different pcople, one with us and so different with his
family.le do not recall even that he had tdy women friends at the same time,

Tour telling me that Buchman was one of the Ten tells me also how much I've forgotien.
I do not recull his names as on2 of them.I had some denlings with tiem, if that interests
Yyou., It turneﬁoég%?%fgh the informer among them and that cost me all the research for a
book on the Dies UnAmericens.With whom I also had memorable experiences and to whom I did
what nobody else ever did- got their agent conviected ﬁg'two felonies when they came after
me with a bad rap. One helluva, unprecedented fight- aﬁdf?j.was my saving lMata i ogpi!

It was really monstrous for Sidney to have left such letters for children to find



knowing as all do that children prowl and explorc— and shoulds It was no less monstrous a
rdntreatment of a wife vho could see them without secldng them. I just shake ny head in
disbelief ac I sit herc and type, that wretched behavior of his is so opposite all%ever
knew or saw about or in him,

Vd remember only one woisn friend of his in Washington. We werc together often. She was
a pleasant person but laclding in the jn'bcre"{SJSithe?, Lil and I shyred., We never saw him
treat her badly and nover heard hfm speak 111 of her. VWhile there may have been others,
afthough o never boasted of any conqueuts, I rdcall only one other woman he mentioned
sleeping with, lartha Dodd. If you'd like, I'Ll {¢1l you that story. —t was not a usual
story in any sense, Until then, however, fbho an;:uther unusual. Her l:.fe changes the
1.5t morning she left Sidney's bed. oy

I you did not learn from your parents or from rcading, most of those who were per—
secuted by the UnAmericans were not Communists and a rather large proportion were actuslly
anti-Communists. What those native fascists did was vwrong regardlescmsie of the beliefs
of their victims et most were lew ﬁe al types, as I was, and most were Jews and Catholies,

"Igve your next affair with us" is a hilarious sign for a restaurant. Reminds me of
Sidney's coumplaint when we took him to restaurants where we had special rélationships and
he found the food wonderful and he took someonc there to make an impression pdnd found the
food was not as it was when he was with us.

Reminds me of a story you may enjoy.

It was not uncommon for Lil to be the only women with a group of men, often political
figures. There .as a fine, family‘;talian restaurent acrosslieSales Stree?; the notth side
of the Hayflower Hotel., Hl r that happend, Gene, the owner of the excellent restaurant
bearing his name, always vut a bottle of Stregfa on the table before her. When that happened
several times I asked him why he did that.

"Good for woman,' he said, ﬁe meant Italians regarded it as an aphfrdesiam

Spring secmed to be beginnihg the day you wrote and one other day this month but here
it wag winter still the other days and as I look at the thermometer through the widdow by
which I sit it is only 36 at 4 a.me That tells me how to dress when * leave in a few momentd
for my early morning walking., When * xds must spedd more time sitting than wallkédg. And when
Ijlisten to the car sterco and read. I did not go to your wedding because I feared my left
lcgjl) then well clotted, would not take ite I've survived three arterial operations on it and
several others, including on the heart, and with other medical problems I've been fortunate
to surviveg although twice I was not expected to I've made 80 and I'm still productive and
usefule. by ne’w monster of a book is according to two historians unprecedented and the most
important work yet on our so tragic polifical assassinations. Doing 5,000 words a day was
not wusual and some days I did more. A.nd it is documented, thoroughly. So, as you wished,
your letter finds me, all in all, well .md happy despite all the many problems.

We- and Lil will read this after she is up - hope you find the peace and the statg of
min for finiching your novel in Ireland, Our love to you all,including your mother,



What is not elear on page 1, graf 1 is that aftter my many early efforts to get an
agent and a publisher I gave up on both andmmade a success of the book I was trying
tp pet published when I was staying with you after I published it wyself. Since then I have
borne the Wordsworthian curse of being the first. Just this past Sunday I was told by a
historiun frisnd that hiés not exceptionally bright studsnts like it much and some say it
ig like a mystery novel. It remains the basic bouk on the JFK assassination after 28 years.

Having subject-matter lhowledge others do not have and not knowing how long doing
anything will be posaible for me I wrote the book primarily as a record for our history
but with the hope it could be pibliched. Host of wiat it needs is eliminating unintended
repetition. From the spe «d at which I worked, without outline or notes of any kind, some
unintended repetition was certai n. But any competent editor can do that. I prefer to
gpend what time remains for me trying to further perfect the record for history.

This is a broad and a deep overviewe. I had another book with much narrower focus
researched. After we had a furnace blowback and fine soot all over overything, a pro-
fessiona) clenning crew came in and cleaned up. '_"_L Zook two weckg!When they left, that open
box with that rosearch and come chapters drafted no longer existed. I suspect that a new
workel gsilled the box and, unable to restore it to what it had been, insqtad of telling me
Jjust discarded it.

I have another well started. I'd rather finish it than edit the one drafted and leave
that much more of an accurate record for history. )

If after you get the -Qidney records you have any questions, want to know what the file
nunbers mean or W there is so nuch redaation, let me know,

lost redcﬁtion will be of names. The most common reason will be allegedly to protect
privacy. Some will also be to hide sources or identify informers. Rather not to identify
them,

The first numbers in file identifications are classifications of those files. The
next is the mmribonmbmrx idontification of the file. The third is the serial number within
any file. If Sidney is the subject of any file, if any serial number is missing, that
represents what is withheld, if not explained to you.

Ve have remained disturbed that Sidney behaved so very badly with all of you. 1t was
on 1y mind during ny walldng. I thought of someone who, if he is still alive, may be able
to tell you more about Sidney as of before we knew him, He is Allan Chase. He became g
medical vriter. Last I saw him he had an apartment on West End Ave. at about 100. If there

is no Allan and there is a Murtha, his wife was named “artha.



