Dear Kathy, 12/7/95

“he FBI has had a backlog of FOIA requests for yars but even with the
work added by the hct that created the Assassinations Recofds Review Board I find it
difficult to believe that the backlogy is three years!

From your letter referring to 800 pages it is clear they did a preliminary

search and thi&t what remains is the prgédsing. I'11 return to that. fou ask my
thoughtse I'd write your Senator Lieberman with copies of all communications both
ways and ask Iieberman if it is the iptention of the Uongress that three years after
receiving a request the FBI cannot even indicate when they'll get amround to complying
with the law.

Ve did discuss this some time ago but I've forgotten the details. *f I did not
urge you to file duplicating requests w:Lt];\ some field oi‘fic@as I should have, The FBL
p';;tends all records are at FBIHQ but that is not true. There are many that do not leave
the field offices and there are also notataions on field office copies not on the copies
they distribute.

Almost all the information originates in tho field ofiices so where Sidney
was active is the field office you should file a request withe ﬂId.ke New York City, Los
Ahgeles, Washington, New Orleans (he made that movie down there) and of the @ offices
abroad, kuow as/é? "|egats" for legal att.ches, at the ){east I‘ondon nad Bonn. I do not
recall whether he made any in Italy but if he did much business there, include {ome.

I do not lmow which offices covered Yugoslavia and India but }je made movies in those
places, too.The New Haven FEI field office can tell you where they have Legats, or did
then.

The way if % works, it is usually the office that fenerates the first record
that becomes the'tOO .’or Office of Urigin. Usually all inforuation goes to or comes from
ite With Sidney it could have been New York before it was Los “ngeles, but perhaps not.
The records when you get any will indiate t}mt, e Yy mﬂAM ﬂl%

If you did not know it he can ap?ar in other records. I'or example, kgrtha
Dodd, daughter of our wartime ambassador 'Lo German, pre-war, lived with him for w wh:.le.
She married élfred K. St{ggm and under persecution they fled to Gzechnslavakla. If the
FBI was keeping tabs on Maptha, which I am inclined to believe it was, he 11 be in that

files or those files. {-'u{/v:
: y M é
Both aré dead and this lads to a proper’ ion of both & FOIA and the Pri-
A

vacy dcte They are to withheld what can dofame people, But people caunnot be defamed under
the acts when they are dcad. Sp you should at some point, and I suggest soon, give them
a list of those yiu lmow are deg whose names may appear in the files. Do not begin xh

) \A4e (al)
with the Ste\}-ns.ABrecht, for example, 4nd be sure to scnd proof that”&iﬂﬁgye is @ead
if you have hot.



From the number they have on their letter you sent me I suépect-that have
started a new file for you. If you'll send me their first letter to you perhaps I can
be more helpful. But 1 think that if this is not the identical number you ought write
them and ask them if they are now claiming a backlogs of three é;rs. Ah%‘ﬁ'gé

If you write them abain I sugiest that you make it tlgar that you want all
references to “idney, wherever or however filed and of any and all sources. That may

well require FBIL referrals to othly agencies, lik? the CIA or Sta?g.

You also want all "see" references. Like see 100-10010-10., I'm sure there is
a fat Brecht file and that “idney should be in it. Thud, “Qm."

This applites to all requests if you file with the field officea.{éu should,

Hve you asksl the drmy and the Naby? fe was in both if you did not know.

And the CIA? Aside from the interests it could have developeq it inherited the
058 records and Sidney was in the 0SS Présentation Branch, which the FBI seemingly
considered a "red" hoi:ﬁed.

Be preparé{ when you get refords, for lies, distortions, presumptions, etc.
along with truth and fact.

4nd there is no telling who the FBI #regarded as a great danger to the country
“idney associated withe anywhére,

I re¢ally think you should try to get all that exists, particularly in the
possible later intercst of your girls the way the country is now going. I wish I could
expect to still be here to go ové r it all with you when you get it but I grow weaker
steadily.Hovwever, if I'm here and you get anything I'll take the time tose if I can
be informative or helpful.

If all the correspondence is not great, please send me all of it so L can

be certain if they are playing tricks with you as I suspect they may be. That could
be because ¥ some of the information may be mébarrassing to them.

If you have not made any requests of thqkield and legat office and decide to,
as I think you should, I urge you to do that a® soon as you can., They do not have such
backlogs. #nd do not tell them you asked FBIHQ, If you do they'll send the records
there for processing. If at some point they say there will be duplicates tell them that
all duplicates arc not necessaerily identical and youlll gladly pay the costs because
you vant evenything. §

“hile I have no knowledge of it or even any reason to suspect it I would not
ignore the possibility that Sidioy had some kind of association with one or more the
FBI may have regarded as a fussian agent. Even may have been that in his business.

b doefnot appar in any of the recoltds I've gq?en on myself althiugh from time

to time he lived with me.



When 1 learned that the publishefﬁad forgotten to include the index I got a
copy and I'm sorry I forgot to include it when I sent the book to you. Yere it is.
4t ig unread and uncorrected. I knoW that at ond p@o:l.nt it is a page heavy and then
at another point two pages. They appear to have eliminkted two pages after it was
sef it type. I've been abl® to Texr learn nothdng about that. But if what is sought is not
on the page indexed it will be on the page or the second page befpre that.l was told this
by others who have used it.
If I did not tell you, after my heart operation I decided to use what time
remains to me to make as much of a reford as 1 can four our history. That has been
my purpose in the books since then, two published and at least four manuscr:l.pt,a besides
those two. I have not ben able to s}’bf&ubl:.sh for two decades or 1'd have more books
6 ut. When as/ terest was expressed in NEVER AGAIN! I sent the rough draft choptera
up as I finish ed them, expecting immediate publicatione I did no¥-edétng {deditigg,
although they did some. Worse, and as @ writer you'll appreciate this, I had no time
for outlining what + dide I just sat down and did it. That book was completed ébout
Thanksgiving time, 1992. *t was sat on &athat long. You'll see what L was able to add.
By sbandoning all literary concerns I've about a million words for the record
for The future. As they are retyped on computdrs I give disks to friends in academe,
You neVer mentioned Jackie or “aroline, I was impressed by the first book —‘
Uaroline coauthored.l never made any effort to interest any Kenﬁdy in gy work. But
af{ ar reading & boolk on the first amendment I sﬁt a xérox of the book mg. you
are 1ad1ng to one who could, if he wanted to and she anted it, give it to her,
The same two women have a new one out, I've not yet gen it. But this does sug=-
gest to meThat she is doing as her father did, and more Eﬁer to her ié so!
4fter all the revisionism and the progitable literary whoring history will
recodd that there were two l"tsmned\y presid.enc:.es, the second beginning after # Bcﬁober,
1962, and that beginning € hat ZEtobéz he became one of our trulh( great. Depsite his
pem persodil life. I was the house guest of ome of his lady friends and she was a fine
pe 'son with whom he could not have been more honest. If I'd been able to return to that
part of the country(she is now dead, dying rather voung) we were t0 @mE make any oral
history she was to pl;lgi & side for T5 years. I'd not have had a cbpy.
Vle have a ltter from_. ackie or from her secretary about ou¥ offer of emormous
m for the Vhite House easter—egg roll.We had geese. Their eggs arc large and when
they are double-yolked they can weigh 3/4 pounds I used 'tol,ave them, “41 harboiled them
and we gave them to children's hospitals in Waslington and Baltimore. 4f I had more than
that many L gave them to ofhers. The little boy whose father was a butcher in a then

f%irmus Washinugton restnurant that wag our c:?;stomer when ve farmed attracted great
attenti 3
on with one one year. So when we had a surplus I offiered one to q_ ckie for



her children. I hav¢no furtheryécollection but L think it was declined.With thanks,

By the way, Lil and + {:oth declined an invitatuon to go to the "hite Hosue and
be photographed with “ke after we %n all the prizes we did in raising and cooking
poultry. It was not tl:lat we disliked Tke that much, We kndw more about Nixon
than we wanted to know and would not be part of haWing him returned to the vice presidency.

When il and I were discussing you letter she remembered something I did not
and you probably do not.
" Once she vent up to New York with me and while I was in the city seeking 1
publication she remained at fa.imay Close, She was wearing a coat she had cdreheted.
our nother lﬂce%t gso “il made one for her and one for you, with crocheted hats to
éo woth them. ®o, if you"}jﬁ remember having a cricheted coat when you were a little
511'1, 1965-6, now you lmow how you had it. 4i1l's crocheting was excellent when she
could do ite Yer knitting, too,

What size id your husband? “aybe I have one I've not worn he might be able
5 use, a sygdtor. é;il use tuv love to knit and I had so many sw‘{c?ters! I may have
M‘J‘ most away but if he can ve one cold days, give me his size. liy shirt size was
16-3. $iit, 42-4.

Write the FBI Hy as I su%gst abou® and send a copy with a letter tu Lieberman
unless one of ypu has a better comnection with the “ungress. The FBI sometimes lies to

it, toc. I've quite a colluction of such l.tters. But sometimes they do what they

should have done.
Pur love to you all, W

effecient. If they ~ave given your request a new number that puts it at the bottom of
the list it is not by accident. I‘ve\been stonewalled by the CIA that may but the FBI
could not get away with that trick on me because I hd it in colrt.

Tou mention an interest in antiques. We've deeded three to local I’food College
where all my rcecords and work will be. One is a cherry whatnot that one of :ﬁil's ances—
ters on her fatherls side broughlover when he came with Cornwallis; }1/19 is arzm——?: drop—-
leni table made when wood was smoothed by glass, before plé.ning mills were invented; and
a d.'in:i.ng—ro%n table with six leaves that had) auxiliary legs dropping down if more than
two lwaves are useds It is not as old. The others came her with &ki Lil's ancesters. The

Normally the FBI's clerical work is

dining-room table was made by a company that went out of business during the Civil War.
She is related to both sides in the flevolutionary and Civil Wars, to the first governor

of Maryland, and some were here avaiting Euvopean arrivals.



Katharine Weber

108 BEACON ROAD, BETHANY, CONNECTICUT 06524

December 4, 1995

Dear Harold,

I wonder if you have any thoughts about this. I requested Sidney's
records from the FBI in December of 1992, though the completed request,
i.e., my letter by return mail acknowledging that I would pay for
photocopying of the 800 plus pages, is dated April 13, 1993. The
enclosed fax copy (the easiest way here in my office that I can make a
copy of a document, though it's impermanent) is the latest in my annoying
correspondence with the FBI. Do I have any recourse? By the time my
turn comes will I be so old and senile I won't remember who Sidney
Kaufman was? Note that my simple inquiry dated October 6th wasn't
answered until November 29th.

I've now read through most of your book and I remain deeply
impressed with the depth and breadth of your knowledge. I do wish they
had included that index, though, as I think the book itself, the physical
book, is not very user-friendly, as they say. The American people, it
seems to me, were unable to keep more than one thing in their minds at a
time. It's no different today; 0.J. Simpson is free because it seemed
too difficult for people -- the jury and a large percentage of the public
-- to grasp the notion that the L.A.P.D. had framed a guilty man.

I don't know if I ever told you about my odd acquaintenceship with
Jackie. I knew her through her daughter, and I spent a whole long day
with her once, about fifteen years ago, helping her buy a houseload of
antique furniture. (We live with a lot of American primitive furniture,
and Caroline had wanted her mother to see our house; that's how it
evolved.) The night before she was due to come to our house for lunch
and then a day of shopping (I mean, Jackie was coming for lunch! Then
we were going shopping!) I had fitful waking dreams of how the day would
go. In the dream, I kept blurting out directions to the chauffeur with
phrases like "turn left up there at that grassy knoll," and "We take the
right turn after the plaza." Then, incongruously, the actual chauffeur's
actual name was Lee, as in Radziwill and Harvey Oswald. We did not speak
of grassy knolls.



Vo

But at a dinner party at Jackie's once, the journalist John Russell
and I were trying to explain the Freedom of Information Act to her. She
was astonished. "Does this mean," she said, eyes wide, "That any little
Russian spy can get all our secrets?"

AL Cad T

o Al
Lo



U S Department of Justire

Federa! Bureau of Investigation

Wastinglon T (0 20875
Ny o il
- Berd LMY 3 1E wWehg
Y4 WA

0
r'
a

Regue 459150-001

This 1§ te acknowlezge receipt of your letter dated
Qs . ... rvegardling yoLr request for records
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Soncernsing
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four reguest is e£t:ll pending with the Sureau.
Ifortanatel 2, duae, 0 LG TABY rhoosands of reguests and millions
€ page: awa.ting re isw Wi are inable to zive you a definite
Iata rega:dinc thae completicn of your request.

wr asalycts sandle cases of all degrees of complexity

and ¢ 48 var<c.ally impessitae o oestimate wWhen 3 particular
reguest will come up IG5 review oy re-review. To process yOur
rec.est mut of turs wowss be unfsir to the other requesters wne
sunmitmed their reguests LI.or o yours, You will be adv:sed

SALPTATTer The Srocessing of yoY reguest nas ueen partialliy or

we ragret ihe ingvoidarle delays we are exgeriencing
40 want. yod crow we rave raccanized our increase na_h*aau
tamands . Rerestgs sfforts by the Fpl tTo eotail sdditional FOIPA
e anTeas URErEes e cansaal Sudret progess nave u:t “een
suocesgtuy ge - thereiore i .y pest wyth The resaurces
o < Tar J = ‘- ', &

Sincerely youtrs

DTt Bt

J. Kevin D'Brien, Chief

Fraedom of Infevmatiocn-
Privecy BCTS SeLtilon
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