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/ aputy . &ticrney General Kaw ©="~~h alled re ot 17:45 p.m., 12-5-638,

He told me that Szady Suith of the "Chicago Sun-... - +ad called Guthman several

times relative to the a.empted assussinclion’of Generai Suwin A. Walker by Lee Harvey '
Oswald, I told Xatzenbach trat we too Ju.d received a numb:r of calls, heyever, had
refused to make aay conment whatever in this matter although we knew the story was = .-
cetting out. Katzenbach told me that Pierre Salinger of the White House had called him ,
and wanted guidance on what to say in the matter. Katzenbach told Salinger inasmuch "
as the story was apparently already out that Salinger should go ahead and merely --..- 'y« |
confirm the fact that a=parently there was evidence that Oswald had made an et
assassination altempt upon General Walker'slife. = .. . .. . _ ooy / ~
ORI ‘ Ri- heand Ca DC_7 //‘ s
E Katzenbach told mie that the7Associated Press (AP) had picked up’a rymox -
that the FBI report on the assassination of the President and the murder of Oswald was
now over in the Department. He wanted fo know if we had received any inquiries in this
regard. I told him we were deluged with inquiries during the rast several daysasto . ¢ '
b

when the FBI would compiete the repc:r)t',ﬁ?(wver, WPC'PM 42 no comment and intended

(J_‘

to stick by this. He ctated that SenatorjRussell,_at the Presidential Coxn_m1§§jgn__meeting§
yesterday, 12-5-63, had been somew Z("sore that information contained in the report Q '
was leaked out. Kzizenbach stated he told Russell that Director Hoover had assured !
him that the FBI was ..ot giving any information to the press and that he further stated i
he would check with the FBI to make certain that this was not being done. I asked “\
Katzenbachjif he had any information that facts given to the press were coming from the\""
FBL 'He stated he hid none and that was not the purpose of his call. He indicated he '
merely wanted to «dvise me of Senator Russell's feelings. I told him he should keep in &
ndind that almost every police officer in the Dallas Police Departrent has been .
firnishing fiﬁ\[ormati to the oress. I mentioned that Henry Wade, the prosecutor,’
the Chief of ‘Police azl Captein Will Fritz had had a field day in giving out all available .,
hcts, I mentioned there were still a considerable number ¢’ reporters in Dallas and é
Lmt the evjdentiary xgports which we had furnished the Dallas Police Departient were
0

&5till beingguoted on a caily basis, Katzenbach stated le knew all of this but that he had
been unablg to convirce Russell that such was the c}(s(y I further told Katzenbach® - -
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Ay T o EXRAR ..,

“that be[cix ‘e looking at the F as to possible "le = he should carefully e:tamtne Ma

~'own house. ‘I told him I'w. 7juite thor oughly £r” 5 . «r with the way Guthman and =% . ,‘ :
Rosentlnl dealt with the pieus and that as he w' .' ..aew the wire service people stayed
~constantly in Guthman's private oifice. 1tol ".m it was quite obvious to me how tln
AP had learned that the report had bc,en aen' over to the Department. :.'_:“' S

I Katzenbach rexterated t: .at he na 1 no comp‘ wants agamst the FBI. He
: smte{i agam that the purpose of hxs cah was Lo tell me ab’(o 1t Senator Russeu's tcthngs.
W r (.admg and that was to determine

e He added that he had another reas1 1
if we @uld give him any ideas as to how WarrenzOlney could be dropped as Chief

Counsél of the Presidential Commission. I told Katzenbach of our feelings concerning -
Olney, ' He stated that he was presently working through Congressman Wgs and
he thoqght he was going to be successful in getting Olney's name remov m '
__consxdefatxon. He told me that Boggs was very sympathetic. e :., D c_

) © -

a
.,
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x thzenbach mentioned tlnt Waggoner Carr, the Texas Stnte Attorney
General would like very much to see the Director on Friday, 12-6-63. I asked him
what for.‘ He stated that Carr had no particular motive in -aind other than to indicate
to the press later on that he had discussed matters with the irector. I told him I could
see no percentage in the Director's seeing Carr, that we were the investigative -
agency and that Carr's dealings should be with the Department and the Presidential
:Commission. Katzenbagh indicated that the White House might think otherwise. He °
 stated thqt the Er_esxdent was most anxious for Carr to be given attention in Washington
‘inasmuchas Carr was running for office next year, “Ttold Katzenbach I knew this, -
Rowever,” f still felt that the Director should not be injected into this matter, s
Katzenbach stated he would attempt to dxsuade Carr from seeing the Dxrector, however,

Carr was quxte peraxsuent. . . o PR
AC’I‘ION-'_T-{”.,' § B PR T L SR | L I ET
AT Ir. view of the c'ose friendship wlnch Carr obvxously has thh the .

Aresident, the Director may desire to just shake hands wath Carr wnhout sxttxng down
gand dxscussmg facis concerning our report. : : . o
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}‘/T . Teputy Attorney Genera¥*gatzenbach advised he attended ERES
the organxiational meeting of the FréSident's Commission to reraxt -~

* - on the assassination of Precident Xeénnedy held today,. "lle not.ie = 'ﬁr
that the neeting did not get around to the point of discussing 10
appointment of Chief Counsel or other staff members, The conscasvus
of Commission members was that it would be inadvisable to have & ° "~
large nunber of witnesses to testify before the Commission but - -
rather the report submitted by the I'3I and other agencies should %o
fully utilized. In this rcgard, questions were raised as to the - 2
.evaluation of information f{urnished by various witnesses, & v -t W
Katzenbach was asked, for example, whether the Comaission would be :
‘furnished with background information including a criminal record,
{if any, on various persons interviewed, He said he told the -y~ ...
{Connission members that this would be highly impractical as U B 7

obviously the FBI could not conduct a baciground

cvery person they intervicwed,

On the other hand,

‘nvestigation on
he noted that if

the testiumony of a particular witnoss, wio had teon interviewed by
the, FBI, was inconsistent with other known information or otherwise

GINAL F1LED

e e mecommw . @

questioned, then be believed the FBI would honor a Commission : .cuest :
\ or additionzl facts on such a witness, It was suggested that ont. '
: the Cormission is organized, it might be desirable to have a liaisrc & :
i arrgngement directly between the Commission and the FB‘,if it . - 9}
i related -to investigative maticers, NN T e e SR R atl R
| TS IRl AR e TSI | Vo R T (o A By &, . !
: . %;gw" Jith reference to the FBI roport, which Katzenbach o~
* received today, he said he was having it revicwed by his attorneys H
“ *  ard-he planned to read it himseclf tonight, It is Katzcenbach's : ;
. “feeling that unless he notes something of a particularly disabling ' .
%  fnpature, he f£:lt the report should go to the President as prepared %
-t | by the Bureap without any change, He hopes to do this tomorrow ¢
;. *'becpuse obviovusly the Comuission cannot begin ary activity until.
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%  Memorandum to Mr. Belmont ¢TI L tvl ol '
Re: Assassination of the President -7 ;- .. 70 a7 wown oy me iy gy
.s "‘,.”';‘, . o - ‘. i . '- " Go.‘ . 1:‘ (‘!. . ", . -, L x - ‘§¢;{_:"“§:‘,,' ‘:1',7
A At the meeting today, Latzenbach said Sengtor Kichard B, ..

siussell, = Commission member, was most sarcastic in asking whetaer
4‘hc Commission would get the rcport bofore the FBI had leaked all of
{,1ts contcnts to the press, atzenbach said he immediately spoke up
nd said that he had talked with the Director and other ranking -
officials in the F3I arnd he knew that no lecak of information from
- _tthe FBI to the press would ever be condoned., He said he told
“ 1 Senator Russcll that newspaper reporters have thelr own ways of =
‘developing information and just bocause they get a story it does -
i not mean that it was leakcd to them, S e TR

s

te

The position of Tcxas State Attorncy Gencral Carr, is,

iaccording to Xatzenbach, most untenable, . Carr at the request 7.7

of President Johnsom announced that he was going to have a State ,
jBoard of Inquiry look into the President's assassination, Now . .
' White House officials have told Carr it would be inadvisable _
forhim to procecd, Carr is in Washington and will probably sec -
President Johnson. Katzenbach anticipates Carr will make some hinc
of statement to the press pointing out that investigation in this
. case has extended to many areas outside the State of Tcxas and that
action by the Federal Government is the only way the full story
can be ascertained. This will be his excuse for not proceeding -

PP

with the State Inquiry. :
{ o LuCTION: Ge T e e
i N .
b Mny further information received concerning this mat.eo
will be brought to your attention promptly. e .
L , o ) - ;
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ADDZNDUL. (ANDicsh), 12/6/633 i .. l%Iw

3 ifr. Katzenbach called we on the night of 12/5/63. He :%; »* -7
4‘said ho had read our report and it was ‘“scnsational.® Ile L
wanted to know whether we thought a public statement should be
. nade, cither by the Department or the thite liouse, to the effect

- that the report was finished, and the status of the matter. .. ...
I advised him we had no opinion on this; that this was up to TR
the Department; that we had done the investigation, and were .
continuing to follow out leads, and we had given the report - -
to the Departuent. - : cave Y

. ( ! n

e aea e e s Y .o R S

Katzenbach said if wo did not objoct he would go through - .
with his original promise and let high officials of CIA, State -

and Sceret Service look at this report on the morning of 12/6. 7
I told him we had no objection. SR o s e e o

[ ——

: ' Katzenbach asked whether we had any views as to how the *
. report should be transmitted to the Yhite Nouse or the commission.
I advised him that, here again, the commission had not asked ,
the FSI for the investigation; that the President had, and that i
P wo had dona tue investigation, prepared the report, given it e
to the Demartmont, and it was up to the Department to decide ....."
what should be done with it. . . L T
¢ < : ° °

AP 'Y

i~ ..  Mr., Ratzenbach said that if Varron Olney is appointed as

¢ounsel for the Presidential comnission, Katzenbach is going to

try to get an attorney from the Criminal Division in with the

t  ‘|complission, so that he will know what is going on.

o - ‘Katzcnbach said he would probably like to got together :

& with us on the morning of 12/6 to discuss the report, although -~

- he ‘had very few quostions. I told him we would come over and ,
di ?uss it with him at any time he wanted. ot
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. e ~; - x N ‘*‘-}: .\..-~ ‘ ‘ :\ . .' ) | c), . Q.C '..: ". ‘,’ .
/ Deputy Attorney General Katzenbach telephoned on the -

4evening of December 2, 1963, He advised that Chief Justice Warrem .
. bad taken a very strong position in opposition to the publication \
~ ] of the FCI report in this matter, The Chief Justice is said to

“feel that the only repQrt which should be published is that of the ~_
resident's Commission 1tself. Katzenbach noted that the President
had not as yet “reached-a“decision in this regard, but that the ~
Chief Justice's position is so strong that it the President should D
not agree with bim, Katzenbach feels that the Chief Justice would .
resign from the Pr¢sident's Commission, e e e e
Despite this, Katzenbach felt that the FBI report would
be most helpful both to the President and to the Comnission, It is
still felt that some type of statement has to be made to put a stop ~
to the many rwuors and this statement would be prepared on tho >
basis of the material in the FBI report. -
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1 «'Mr, Doloach —
1 - Mr., Rosen Y7Cf::f

~omigTNEL L ™

1l -~ Mr, Sull}va- : o P L T o -0
' CAE:mjs = -
(B)ﬂv")o ‘
. . . . o v - L.
A T NOT RI:CORD l/"
L R - . . D . "‘* ED 3 Q‘
B o 19906C 12 1963 e
; i AT N ‘ .', -
- i Y . 1. . DN I(
Y e e — ~——-_;;_-_-- e T
. ¢ "~ : .(\ ‘ "cé.‘.';.gi\.‘;,‘ -:’ .~: e QT'.J':\:‘")“‘.‘”
PP W o Booecgeaesy tu Ly S
- (J . e T o B f‘.‘; G
R < L ..J L c s .
6 4D[C 131 63 S S Mot e
,......._....,..-...._.___.._....._._ -_..,..7......._-.--_~ 2L re— X Sl
\-——Jm 1 - .'~ . b "‘1.1.'. .\....’.‘".!‘L.\ " _.’\r .::." \}.‘:Ab. . '\s. XS ;;‘.ah.:-;x . e ow .': . ,' '.,...‘..‘-Z,. . .
. Ao
\ ' .



LI . . PP
el e ke e e vy et A b e gy L, g AR e o

-

2oy e VUG > S
%" UNITED STATES GOV MENT . po b s

adrs
e d e w.
-

Memorandum = - <o

3 N
o
.

g R T
"o e

10 ;. : Mre Tolsom . -~ . - paTE: 12-3-63 ... 0
FROM 3 AL M, Bolmont - . . . .. .okl eEociais

- . Lo P,

SUBJECT: ASSASSINATION OF THE PRESIDENT ©1». « /0 "si-sioni - o
November 22, 1963 = . .. . o0 Rt b Lo

P N
- . .

e B R . T - s

- -) LT - . e . . L. R .. ~
)V‘f“ S At 6:10 P.WiE;Deputy Attorney General Katzenbach called,
- He said Chief JusticeJiarren had called a mceting of the Commission
~  appointed by the President for 10:00 A.M., Thursday porninge -
2" Justice Warren wants a high-level liaison man from any interested \\
agency. Katzcnbach will attend the meeting but he feels that the: f:\
\FBI should have someone there also to answer any questions the >
. Jcommission might have regarding the scope of the investigation, etco™
Katzenbach thinks the Bureau representative should be the Director ’
or Belmont., I made no commitment to Mr, Katzenbach, but ) G
recommend we advise him that our report in this matter will speak Qh
for itself and until the report is ready, there is no real purpose
in an FBI representative being present at the Commission meeting. \&
fVith respect to this, it is noted that Katzenbach felt it was better ,
to show willingness to cooperate with the Comnission in every N

espect, (
' : (&‘ Katzenbach said that there are problems arising between .
the Texas Board of Inquiry hcaded by Texas Attorney General Carr

and the Prcsidential Commission headed by Justice Warren; that' . LAY
Texas wants to go ahead with an inquiry and Warren wants them to‘/ \,

b Y

-
-

3 hold off. Attorney General Carr and the past president of the !
E Texas Bar Association are to come and sce Katzenbach tomorrow, at &
N which time he will try to calm the waters and establish ground
rules. Katzenbach wanted to know if we wanted to talk-to ) E ‘
- Attorney General Carr and the others, I told him we did not, that '
;@‘ wé¢ were busy investigating this matter and trying to get out our =
: [ . b . . - - . - [}
. Swort. . ot ;E !
: §ix.\ Katzenbach asked whether I could give him & timetable g

i ,)qé;thé repoprty I told him no I could not, that we were working as

hird as we could and that was all I could saye ° . D e E
.r_‘,l'."‘ « : - ?‘f'\ W . .o o . . -' . _ \ -."’ - . . o ')‘\
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g .i} On the morning of 12/4/63 I called Mr. Katzenbach Vi a7 V. "
‘ a advised him that we sco no real reason for us to have anyone ' .

at the moeting of the commission on Thursday morning; that there - -
is nothing that we can contribute at this time. I pointed out .,
that wo wore working on the invostigation and the report, and 7.~
will submit 1t to the Department as soon as possible, and until -

‘that time we are not saying anything. e e

PRI N

-

- Katzenbach said he felt this puts him fn a rather -/ "0 . .
1 peculiar position and at least ho would like to have somecone R
come down before the Thursday morning mceting and brief him as .-

to what we are doing, so that he could be in a position to

tnswer questions. I told him that this was undesirable; that if *

very simple answer, namcly that we are pressing the investigation .
and the writing of the report; that this is our major goal and
until this is compléted there s nothing we can contribute. I [
pointed out that there is no question of any reluctance on the ---.
part of the FBI, as we are bending every effort to produce the N
ipfOﬁ?qtion.the commission will nced. : : L
A i-x - A -

"5 (\nelative to the second point, about the Texas board of

inquiry,.'I told Mr. Katzenbach that the Director feels it would
be very unwise for this board to conduct an inquiry now; that -~ .
they would have to use our evidence, and this evidence is being
magp available first to the Prosident's commission; therefore,
the itwo inquiries would be at cross purposes. Katzenbach was

full agreement and said his problem is one of convincisg.

in-

’ ﬁhg¢&ommissiqn of this., . . v .
Tt~ YA )Y DC SRR

gé . Katzenbach 'said that he had been talking to Chief Justice -
55/’_ Warren, and Warren had indicated to him that_.the chief counsel

for.the President's commission will be Earre9 Olney. Katzenbach.
thgupht that' this would be most undesirable.’‘'Katzenbach said that,
4s yo probably know, Chief Justice Varren thinks that Olney can

do mo wrong, bd; he (the Chief Justice) had made the point that
Olney 1is cdnyersant with the FBI's procedures and thus would be.
operating in!a familiar field. Katzenbach said if we have any
ideas as to aow Olney can be blocked as chief counsel, he would -
like to have them. I told him that, as far as I was concerned,

he question is raised as to what the FBI is doing, there is a -~ - -
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Olney was an undesirable choice, and if we had any thoughts we ;_ !

- would got them to hiam. - : s Pat b - 1
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