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.. 	Deputy :t..tiorncy General KaLz --*--.11 called me at 1N45 p.m., 12-5-63.  

He told me that Saldy Sn:11:: of the "Chicago Sun-...... : '''.-ad called Guthman several 	, 
times relative to the a‘iempted-assassiloton'of .Generai Luoin A. Walker by Lee Harvey  

Osivald. I told Katzenbach that we too It:4 received a number of calls, however, had 
' 	I 

refused to make a.iy comment whatever in this matter although we knew the story was . ' .. -. 

getting out. Katzenbach told me that Pierre Salinger of the White House had called him . 

and wanted guidance on what to say in the matter. Katzenbach told Salinger Inasmuch 	
. 

4 

as the story was apparently already out that Salinger should go ahead and merely ;-..... , t  

confirm the fact that a::2arently there was evidence that Oswald had made sin ...- 7 ...:::.1'.` . ' 

assassination attempt upon General Walker's life. 	; ... . ...._ 	. 
131461 I 	(...e; 0 .0  - ' - - 	v 	• . 	. 	, 

Katzenbach torctiriFtliartlie7Associated Press (AP) had picked up:a ryno 	i 

that the FBI report on the assassination orthe President and the murder of Oswald was 

now over in the Department. He wanted o know if we had received any inquiries in this  

regard. I told him we were deluged with inquiries during the past several days as to : 	i  

when the FBI would complete the report', h ever, v.,  ad ...r.:.;13 no comment and intended- I 

to stick by this. He stated that Senator ussell,  at the residential Commission meeting i 

y teraay, 12-5-63, had been some' .it sore that information contained in thereport w t 

was lea ed-Otit: K.7..zenbach stated he told Russell that Director Hoover had assured N, I 

Prithat the FBI was .-.at giving any information to the press and that he further stated ,i 

he would check with the FBI to make certain that this was not being done. I atked 	' i 

Katzenbachlif he had any information that facts given to the press were coming from they 

rig. "He Sated he had none and that was not the purpose of his call. He indicated he 	' 

merely wanted to tic:vise me of Senator Russell's feelings. I told him he should keep in al 
ind that almost every police officer in the Dallas Police Departqlent has been 	. 	p 

rnishing iiiformati4i to the dress. I mentioned that Henry Wade, the prosecutor,' 

tile Chief of Police arid Captain Will Fritz had had a field day in giving out all available 0  

acts. I mentioned to re were still a considerable number cf reporters in Dallas and 

v dll betty,' uoted on t. daily basis. Katzenbach stated he knew all of this but that he had r); S lat lat the evidentiary iworts which we had furnished the Dallas Police Department were 

been unabl to convir'ee Russell that such was .the c. 	I further told Katzenbach • • 

• - • 	 • 	: 	r',." 

1 - Mr. ilelmont 	i - 1:r. Tolson' 
1 - Mr. flosen .' . 	Iv:Iss.Gandy 
1 4.1r. *vans 	Miss Holmes; V ,. 
1- Va. Jones '!', - V • • 
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• that bef(ire looking at the I 	as to possible "le' .P.:' ' " he should carefully examine his • %'. . 
I. - 

...  	..  	• .. , 
:,' .own house. I told him I w .. luite thoroughly fr.. :3.... a* with the way Guthman and '..":•."::: ,-,. .. ' 
. Rosenthal dealt with the 1%1-  •.:.s and that as he w:1- ..:new the wire service people stayed - 
. constantly. in Guthman's private offiCe*. 1 te‘• '....in it was quite obvious to me how the . 
AP had learned that the report had been sent over to the Department. ..-..:::- ',.:- 1*--;:,:'"..7. 

• • 	•• 
. • • 

1".. A • 
. 	. 	. 

stated again that the purpose of his call was to tell me abort Senator Russell's fcolings. 
• 

if we *Lad give him any ideas as to how Warre lney could be dropped as Chief 
Couns4 of the Presidential Commission. I to Katzenbach of our feelings oncorning 
Olney.' He stated that he was presently working through Congressman Hale ggs and . 
he thot4ht he was going to be successful in getting Olney's name remov 	rbra 	• • • 
consideration. He told me that Boggs was very sympathetic. 	- 	

D. a 

Katzenbach reiterated that he na i no compNints against the FBI. He 

DC. 	• 	- 
He added that he had another real 	r calling and that was to determine 

Katzenbach mentioned that Waggoner Carr, the Texas State Attorney ' 
General, would like very much to see the Director on Friday, 12-6-63. I asked him 
what for. He stated that Carr had no particular motive in -wind other than to indicate 
to the press later on that he had discussed matters with the fArector. I told him I could 
see no percentage in the Director's seeing Carr, that we were the investigative - 
agency and that Carr's dealings should be with the Department and the Presidential 
Commission. Katzenbach indicated that the White House might think otherwise. He ' 

,stated that the Rresident was most anxious forCarr to be given attention in Washington 
inasmuch'as Carr was runningfor office next7year:-I-told Katzenbach I knew this, 
R-oikref"e'rs-titill-felt that the Director should not be injected into this matter. 	- 
Catzenbach stated he would attempt to disuade Carr from seeing the Director, however, 

Parr was quite persistent. 

.ACTION:  

Ii view of the close friendship which Carr obviously has with the • 
?resident, the Dive('‘tor may desire to just shake hands with Carr without sitting down 

t  and discussing facts concerning our report. 
• • 

••• •• 	ta.:. 	• 	' • . 
, 	. 	• 	■• 
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Deputy Attorney Generl 	atzenbach advised he attended . - C
. 
 .! i, 

the organ :rational meeting of the -resident's Commission to rur:rt -..... 
on the assassination of President NoniiaihileiOday.— He not.A. 	%".-- ! ' 
that the meeting did not get around to the point of discussing ' to 	1  j 
appointment of Chief Counsel or other staff members. The consenaus - i 1., 
of Commission members was that it would be inadvisable to have a ' 	" 
large number of witnesses to testify before the Commission but 	-. 
rather the report submitted by the F3I and other agencies should :4 ,? 
fully utilized. In this regard, questions were raised as to the - .7. 

.evaluation of information furnished by various witnesses. . - ---,:- ,...* ! 
Katzenbach was asked, for example, whether the Commission would be 	. 
ffnrnished with background information including a criminal record, '. 
Iii any, on various persons interviewed. He said he told the - is'%.:: • s 

1
Commission members that this would be highly impractical as 	if 
obviously the FBI could not conduct a background Investigation on 

'every person they interviewed. On the other hand, he noted that if 

;::4;::::::::r:::;:::::::rt::::: :::::t:nthea:::::::::.t  CI i 

the, FBI, was inconsistent with other known information or °the:wise 	, 
questioned, then he believed the FBI would honor a Commission 1- 3queste;: 
or additional facts on such a witness. It was suggested that on::. g • 

4._ rOlatedlo investisative maters. cL;A-t-.:.,:iv. .: •A.....1....:67,•v%.r-;•..)..4 1  
• • • 

,.Commission .. d  Sh  FB ;if 	. 

' 	"F"'• 4.1-.. • 	" .-.-- : .-,...., .-. ... ;''''es..• • Ms-, 	.. - : • • .... '-'...- -: - -;.1"N-* I.' ' : 	I 
...•

. 1..0%. .) .d, 	...p, 	 .. 
Jlth reference to the FBI report, which Katzenbich 	. •••• 1 

received today, he said he was having it reviewed by his attorneys • : 	. 
nd - he planned to read it himself tonight. It is Katzenbach's 

• 

REG:i2 

NOT RECORDED 
taosfq 11 19,63.... 

!feeling that unless he notes something of a particularly disabling -..„ ' 
nature, ho malt the report should go to the President as prepared . :• . 
by the Bureau without any change. He hopes to do this tomorrow 	%. 

• bee;  }use obvi°usly the Commission cannot begin any activity until 
the have th4,report. i 

-, 	 . 
. 	1 - Yr. Mohr - 
. 	1 - Yr. DeLoch . 

1 - Mr. SulLvan ' 
1-; Mr. Rosen 	.  
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At the meeting today, Latzenbach said qenator Richard. B. 

,Zt;s:soll, a Commission member, was most sarcastic in asking whetiler 

h., Conuaist;ion would get the report before the FBI had leaked 11:1 of 

i 
L is contents to tho press. ,:atzenbach said he immediately spoke up 

nd said that he had talked with the Director and other ranking . 	• , 1  

officials in the F3I and he knew that no leak of information from  
the FBI to the press would ever be condoned. Re said be told 

;Senator Russell that newspaper reporters have their own ways of..  --'. ,, 	: 
*developing information and just because they get a story it does _._  

InOt mean that it was leaked to them. 	 . ... 

The position of Texas State Attorney General Carr, is, . 

according to Katzenbach, most untenable. . Carr at the request 

lof President Johnson announced that he was going to have a State ,_. 

1Board of Incuiry look into the President's assassination. Now 
"'White House officials have told Carr it would be inadvisable 
for him to proceed. Carr is in Vashington and will probably se:. - -- 

President Johnson. Natzenbach anticipates Carr will make some hind 

of statement to the press pointing out that investigation in this 

case has extended to many areas outside the State of Texas and that 

=action by the Federal Government is the only way the full story 

l
ean be ascertained. This will be his excuse for not proceeding 
with the State Inquiry, 

I. 

S 

Any further information received concerning this mat.or 

will be brought to your attention promptly. 

(see addendum, page 3 
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• Mr. Katzenbach called me on the night of 12/5/63. He:r -;.-; 

.,:said ho had read our report and it was "sensational." He - 

wanted to know whether we thought a public statement should be 	.. 

made, either by the Department or the White House, to the effect ." 

that the report was finished, and the status of the matter. 

I advised him we bad no opinion on this; that this was up to 7,!-̀ ' 

the Department; that we had done the investigation, and were 

continuing to follow out leads, and we bad given the report - • 

to the Department. 
.1 • • 	• 	• • • • 	• 	•■■ 	• • 	• • 

1

Katzenbach sa,id if we did not object he would go through  
with his original promise and let high officials of CIA, State - ' 

and Secret Service look at this report on the morning of 12/6.- 

I told him we bad no objection. 	
. ........ 
•--Pt t ;.- 

Katzenbach asked whether we had any views as to bow the 

. 	report should be transmitted to the White rouse or the commission. 

I advised him that, here again, the commission had not asked 	. 

the FBI for tho investigation; that the President had, and that 

we had done the investigation, prepared the report, given it -,. ' . 

to the Department, and it was up to the Department to decide...„ 

what should be done with it. 

Mr. Itatzenbach said that if Warren Olney is appointed .as - -

counsel for the Presidential commission, Katzenbach is doing to 

try to get an attorney from the Criminal Division in with the 	• 

commissions  so that he will know what is going on. 

Katzc-nbach said he would probably like to got together 

wi h us on the morning of 12/6 to discuss the reports  although 

he lo.d very few questions. I told him we wou come over and 
diOuss it with him at any time he wanted. 	 -::',:.. 

_ .. ' • 	 . 
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Deputy Attorney General Katzenbach telephoned on the '- 
, 1 	,evening of December 2, 1963. No advised that Chief Justice Warren 
.1 
	had taken a very strong position in opposition to the publication 1 

of the FCI report in this matter. The Chief Justice is said to 

C- .• c "••• •• . ‘‘ 
.1 - 

• *•. 
rfeel that the only report which should be published is that of the .■,.% 
(4ePresident's Commission itself. Katzenbach noted that the President s. 

had not aS-iet-reached-a\decision in this regard, but that the 
Chief Justice's position is so strong that if the President should 
not agree with him, Katzenbach feels that the Chief Justice would 
resign from the President's Commission. 

6toHthe many rumors and this statement would be prepared on the . . '-, I 

	Commission. 
iI:t3 : 1:Zina.s/ellIZTtall 

both 
 tYpell:firaltntalltctl'othe  213d1: 

basis of the material in the FBI report.  

> 0-1-L "•Ai-C) IVY:^14 LI,- 4..02-i Ch 	III 'Y 

Despite this, Katzenbach felt that the FBI report would 	-. 

R.±7,,-. 	di 	_ .... 
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ASSASSINATION OF THE PRESIDENT 
November 22, 1963 

1.f 

• •••• 

At 6:10 P.I 	Deputy Attorney General Katzenbach called. 

He said Chief Justice. Lail.had called a meeting of the.Commissi
on 

appointed by the President for 10:00 A.M., Thursday morning. 

Justice Warren wants a high-level liaison man from any interested N. 

agency. Katzenbach will attend the meeting but he feels that th
e i•N 

FBI should have someone there also to answer any questions the 

I 	

\ 

Commission might have regarding the scope of the investigation, 
etc:\ 

Katzenbach thinks the Bureau representative should be the Director 	
i 

or Belmont. I made no commitment to Mr. Katzenbach, but I 	
.  

recommend we advise him that our report in this matter will speak
 

for itself and until the report is ready, there is no real purpose 

in an FBI representative being present at the Commission meeting, N4 

With respect to this, it is noted that Katzenbach felt it was b
etter 

to show willingness to cooperate with the Commission in every 

Tespect' 

Katzenbach said that there are problems arising between - 

the Texas Board of Inquiry headed by Texas Attorney General Carr,' 

and the Presidential Commission headed by Justice Warren; that • 	r‘ 

Texas wants to.go ahead with an inquiry and Warren wants the
m to NZ 

hold off. Attorney General Carr and the past president o
f the 

Texas Bar Association are to come and see Katzenbach to
morrow, at 

which time he will try to calm the waters and establish ground 

rOles. Katzenbach wanted to know if we wanted to talk ,to
 

Attorney General Carr and the others. I told him we did not, tha
t 

we were busy investigating this matter and trying4 to get out our ' 

e ort, 	
• 

. T.t■ 
Katzenbach asked whether I could give him a time 	

,D tablet  

,the report-, I told him no I could not, that we were worki
ng as 

'd as we could and that was all I could say. % 

TO 	Mr. Tolson 

FROM s A, H. Belmont 
.4 ,  

• • 

• 

1 - Mr. Molar 
1,7 Mr, DeLoach 

Mr. Roson 
e• 

1 - Mr. Sullivan 
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Mr. Tolson 

On 	morning 
 (f14XICl:dX.:t 

Katzenbach 
	: an advised the 	seell) 	lra!! 	 to have  

at the meeting of the commission on Thursday morning; that there --- 
is nothing that we can contribute at this time. I pointed out '-,  
that wo wore working on the investigation and the report, and 
will submit it to the Department as soon as possible, and until 
-that time we are not saying anything. 	- 

Katzenbach said be felt this puts him in a rather .-:....-:- 
peculiar position and at least ho would like to have someone _ ... . 
come down before the Thursday morning meeting and brief him as 
to what we are doing, so that he could be in a position to 
nswer questions. I told him that this was undesirable; that if ' 

the question is raised as to what the FBI is doing, there is si,' - ' 
very simple answer., namely that we are pressing the investigation 
and the writing of the report; that this is our major goil and 
until this is completed there is nothing we can contribute. I :- - 
pointed out that there is no question of any reluctance on the 
part of the FBI, as we are bending every effort to produce the ' 

b  ieformation the commission will need. 

ORelative to the second point, about the Texas board of 

I 

inquiry 	told Mr. Katzenbach that the Director feels it would_ 
be very unwise for this board to conduct an inquiry now; that 
they would have to use our evidence, and this evidence is being 
made available first to the President's commission; therefore, 
ti two inquiries would be at cross purposes. Katzenbach was 
in full agreement and said his problem is one of convincing. 

.1!"■••••-.4t 	•(.4 
Katienbach said that he had been talking to Chief Justice ' 

Warren, and warren had indicated to him thatthe chief counsel 
'01' forlthe President's commission will be Warre4Plpey. Katzenbach. 

th9Oght that', this would be most undesirable.'t Katzenbach said that, 
AS40 probably know, 	Chief Justice Warren thinks that Olney can 
do 4o wrong, 1aou he (the Chief Justice) had made the point that 
Olney is coq ersant with the FBI's procedures and thus would be. 
operating in A familiar field. Katzenbach said if we have any 
ideas as to now Olney can be blocked as chief counsel, he would - 
like to have them. I told him that, as far as I was coneerned„ 
Olney was an undesirable choice, and if we had any thoughts we .i-..., 
would got them to him. 	 ,,, . 	• 	. 	.. 
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