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A man, for whose murder a wealthy - .

rew Yorker is serviag 2 prison term, has ) Tanncd invasion O R

been scen in Havana, the daily newspaper; . dalu. Ry QUilng ne nvesdagalion .

“El Heraldo de México” said Friday. - e il indicated that vidal had dealings (Cﬂm
The supposcdly slain iman is Louis Mel- . with Cubans in New York.

. ehior: Vidal Jr., for whose fatal shooting - /- Kaplan was _scca in Mexico with two

Joel David Kaplan of New York has served | ¢ other men on the day that Vidal vanished

-more than fivg years of a 28-year Sem from his hotel hore, Kaplan's lawyer, Vie-. W

*tence. - : - tor Veldzquez, clzims a man carrying Vie ] .
Vidal's murder was reported in 1961,7¢ .d{al’s paé;port crossed into Guatemala 5007, DW

aftesward. - i
Louis Mclehior Vical, PN

~soon after a suitcase’ with his belongings v
: Vidal is a son of

was found in a ditch off the “lexico City-..

Cuernavaca highway. A snort time later a sr. of New York, described by the news-
- body identified as- his' was dug up in.a. . papcr as “ihe best friend” of the late
nearby forest arca. ’ . Dominican Republic dictator, Leonidas Trus

;. Kaplan's lawyers have conténdcd that | illo. -,
Vidal, a U.S. citie . The newspzper said +hat Humphray had’

‘the body was not that of . Y. .

zen of Puerto Rican origim. - . . teiephoned U.S. Ambasszdor Fulton free- : 2

The newspaper said, that U.S. Viee -+ asking him to help X lan, :nd,t.‘xat \!M .
s her H isid ar

President Hubert Humphrey and formichy- Valgnti
U.S. White jlouse aide Jack Valenii hea o LAl g coil -
TOAC In WAC  Casg, Saicd Bas P R T Rapian case returncd to the fro
TATOUNA he . aep.an International = . pages here this week with the report thi

innRCd. LR
 Fung,” with the U.S. Ceniral Inteiligence Y John Raymond of the U.S. maga

. “Ramparis” had beea jorced to leave Jiex- -
ne - lco under ihvests to his life. .
Raymond told 1ocal newsmen and’ for-

L e . eign correspondehis he and two other N . _
toT . : men had been assigned 1o investigate the !
N " XKaplan case. ’ . :
" 'Zl Heralds sald l}aymond hiad -ealled :

T the newspaper and said: .
. L . ©., I {car for my life. Some gangsters who
Gon't, speak Spanish -have aiven me_2n
[ wour tc leave the country, and the US.,
embassy does not wish_to help me.”

£ mbassador Fulton Freemzan is out of
Mexico on & vaestion, =nd other officials
thdre said they had no comment on the re-
Dozts. T L : AR
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gor, Febs 8, 1904,

town of Sen Dionisio in E1 Salva

In the smail

it was & ¢a° like any other. It was wmarm arg humid.

For Luls Melc»or Vidal, Jr., Ll Americgn-cifizeh, 1t was nhis

wedding Gay. He was parriad to Lucla Magana, 48, in a civil

ceremony st the town hell,S5Z%am rerforued by Mayor Miguel Angel

'ﬁ[:f
il
furcicse

For Joel David Kaplan, 40, 1t was one more day in Mexico city's

Leﬁumberri Prisocn, where the American millionaire added several
1

prge

more hours to the 1life sentence he has been glven for tre killing

of Luis Melchor Vidal, Jre, in Mexico City in 1961,

LAmerican and Mexican off;éisls have never doubted the fact

/
RKaplan, the necphew of multi-gkllionaire,

thet Vidal is alive.
. —
engibly 4in prisen for murder,

Je Mo Kaplan of. New York, while ost
;—'—’-’-7 B A -
o 1s aotually s political prisoner who has admitted involvemenet
_.___________—-'—-/‘—' ———— e T ——— T ST T T -

. T

A. &nd who has desqgigggfhimaelr

‘with the Bay of Pigs, with ths C. I.

;‘1—\_”—__‘_ - — .i e e —— = —a—.”-—f
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e %ﬁgg;éﬁébaﬁgﬂgyhﬁ‘hﬂs sald everything in this

aé "Tre Bay o. the PiEs, rut not in the way you
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This same Joel David Xaplan gls§ appears te bé a bad 11;;.
cannot lock you straight in the £
. truth. HKis color dqepéns and be locks at s
your eyes. Hls answers are given as muc

responses as his vefbal ones,

1ives in a world of 1

adnittedly played s paft in the Bay of Plgs, andt

have some knowlacge of thre
\_—,__.., .

"+in any wa

‘faéited-xéplan.

24 '

He

)

ace wreh he's not telling ire

ometring other than
b through his faclal

NG EEXEEXENX

The other Kaplan i1s an enigmatlc mystery~-shrouded figure wro

ntrigue, a.man capable of violence who

Hbd‘
may, considering

-

the tremendous prassures that have kept him in a foreign prison,

1ot that ultinately led to the death

. ) < .
of Pres. KennedYo T TS MX R KA

In explaining his remark about the By?}or the Pigs, he gidhot

y tell his part in it, which is another side of the multi-

while he eitrer states specifically 6: nints

brosdly at his involvement in various activities, 1n61uding EIRAX

.

the Bay of the Plgs, he seldoﬁ speaks in the firat persocn, preferinf

to leave out the personal prenoun.

Therefore; wren he %talxed furthrer aheut the Bay of the. Piwvs, “e

said:




2o
This same Joel David KaplanAalso apéears to.be a bad liare. He
cannot look’yéu stralgrt in the face when he's.not telling the
. truth. %is color deepsns and he lcooks at ‘scmething other than
your eyes. HNis answers are given as much through his faclal
‘responsoa as his vefbal ones.' FEOGX HEXFTHUX

The other Kaplsn 1s an enigmstic mystery-shrouded figure wro

1ives in s world of intrigue, a man capable of violence whro

whoe'

adnittedly played a paft in the Bsy of Pigs, andjmﬂy, coneidering
. i

the tremendous pressures that have kept him in a forelign prison,

have some knowledge of the plot thet ultimately led to the death

N ———

of ‘Pres. Kennedy. BEXATHICREEXMINNX

In explaining his remark about the By?)of the Pigs, he didhot

in any way tell his. part in 1%, which 1s another side of the multi-

facited Enplan, While he eltrer states specifically or hints

broadly at his inveolvement in various activities, including RIRAX

[y

" the Bay of the Pigs, he seldom speaks in the first perscny prefering

to leave out the personal prenound.

Therefore, wren he calked fursrer shout the Bay of the Pivs, *e

said:

g
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fror Puerto Cabezss, Nlcarague

wpyo 1of the takeoff points were

and_ Tenanga, Guatemsala.

V;dal Wwes supplying-!ﬁixxgzlxxx anti

and pro-Castrbitds. Later a second 2ay of‘tré Pigs wWas planmed

from-another place. vidal was to have been'ibvolvoé'in 1t i scme

waye It was called off though because too many psople seemed to

know about ite This is one of the reasons I think I'm being held

in prison. Someone has convinced the CIA that I know more than

1 actually do, or soﬁething I don't realize the value of. I'm sure

my uncle 1s behihd thia® xnﬁlllﬂxxII!KIX&K;XXK%IXXIKSXKHXZKIXEXL

During meny interviews with Kaplan there were.aégagzsx

numerous inconsistencises in his statementise At times he wouléd

1ndicate that he knew less €han others thought he did snd then he

"Byt Vidal Z=x

" would contradict himself with a statement such as:

imows something sbout the CIA, too.

e

Onoe after discussing the CIA, Kaplen looked thoughtfully

off into space and remarked: "However, I don't blsme the CIA Yoo

~

much when you think every country in tre world “as this gsane tyve ol

gg? erganization.”
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- And andther time when asked éﬁzg/ée thought

rin ent '
. be d 8 recent bombling of the Cuban ErBassy !n Mexico City, “e

: \~\§emi—sarcasticéllgj/>
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was hatched io New Yorx in 1961 -to make 14 appeAar

alconspiracy _,_3______/"—‘/—

/_v
Vvigal was killed in Mexico. The consgpirators were Vidéal, his
e

R N \:.‘f,
father < the prisoner‘Kaplan gnd others concezed with the ract.

pe 2
——— - . e e

of -is double deslling
)]

—————

that vidals, Jr.$,a 1ife was in danger because

T ]
with pre and anti Castroites. An admitted dealer in gun
(—/””’f?,-i E o re 5’1 el !
gEE2lEEXEE_EEE_BESE_EEBQQ:ﬁgggly.rata}ly beaten one night in New
T B,
anarantly refused to 1dentify

)

)

-7
ax”fZZ:

Kaplan'ﬁas said that Vidal wais engayed in everything from

.

narcotics to gunrunning, slthough Xaplan continues to BX insist

thét his own involvement went no further than xxxﬂxgunrunntnq

2
and bootlegging. HoweverT, wren he was asked why ne haé Joined

the consriracy in the first place, Ye replied thel ho a3 always

been involved in risky things caggq}g;lx.1n,nba“£amlly-mnlaase§,
. ¢ .. i
Ssomdrms.  "Everyone in ﬁhﬁs'busfhess ¥nows that alcohol

1s a =iZx by-product of molasses. ~Tris led stralght to beotlepvling .

‘A1l the contracts 1avolved in our buslness are secref sines most

of them involve righ officinle of nearly every Fcvernment c©uv

"

businese has exported toe This i cne of ths way trey made money.

wp tuwir forsune
e —e
t

This may De the WAY the Kaplans swaetrrad

g -
days, but Joel raplen hAs sela thnat Vidal was elso involved 1n narcof
_/J-______,I’_,,,M__.A_,h_ - e - —— _- JE ,__._/‘
.ple WEE puTe helolnmodOT

AR

and the essiest and most obvious way
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d 4o New York in 190
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Videl was killed in Mexico. The congpirators were Vidal, Nis
» / o
father %y the prisoner Xeplan snd othrers conca*ed with the fast )
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that Vidal, Jr.ﬁru life was in danger because cf ris double-deallng

G
with pre and anti Castroites. n admitted dealer in TERETE gnn
y - . M
C///rf,‘_."{ _4. e re " —/
running he had been found nearlv fatally beaten one night in New
R b,
: — .

1

1sed to ident f

[

anarantly ref

1 wis engaged in everything from

Kaplan has sald that Vida

narcotics to gunrunning, although Xaplan centinues to EX insist

that his own involvement went no further than FERRX gunTOnnine e
k4
and bootlegging. However, w-en he Was gsked why he hsad joined
—

the oconsriracy in the first place, ve replied trsi te “ag Aalweys

O

been involved in risky things ca;;q;gllxbin,;bsﬂﬁamllyJmol&aaeh}
R - { .

o

"Everyone in vﬁﬁ?-busiiess wnows that alcohol

1s a z¥2R py-product of molasses, Ttis 1ed straight to beotlepilny .

All the contracts {nvolved in our hoginese &Tre secret since mest

‘of them involve k(gh'offlcials nf nearly every -Fovernment cur

business has exvorted to. This‘is one” of thre way they rade money.’.

.
taair rorgune o the e

way the Kaplans awspeterned Up
D el =

Am;s may e the
—
GaY S, but Joe; Kaplan has sal tna* Vlda‘ wis &£180 1pvnlved Iv narestie
P / .
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and the essisest snd most ohvious way
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well as the

cubans and ThETEICTE

#agd to all of them", Kapl&n told Ramparis reporters.

I‘
B ’ \.
| 3
\ .
\—///_ wanted te sppear

The conspiracy oY under way when ¥1dal came to Mexico-ln the
first days of NovembeT, 1961. Be checked in at'bhé yotel Continental

Hilton. He proceedéd to make himselfl conspicuous by having himgell

et as paged in the 5 10obby ard annoying the people in the

1gundry room. He went to the trouble of golng there ghree times btc

have them press a pair of pants that had a huge pstch’on the fronte.
’ \

i ol They told him 1t would e better for him to
have & new paire However, he insisted.
) ettt
Later, 8 ==X policeman found the pants and a plood-stained

jacket on 8 road offf the Cuerpavacs highway that is widely known
2 .

as a populsT lover's land.

Ta reolating thiag chapter of <the qvolvins mysterY., velaaguez

YR
-sald:

nphe policeman was asked Tow it was'that he found them in sach

’

a oroided ﬁlaca 1n the darkness. He replied that 4 friend had given
nim & peir of E@zs&zsﬁaﬁ’binooulars and he wanted o tpy them out “

arter_ﬁorksA He then delivered the pants wittr nearly 700 pesos ia

them to show his 'hone#ty' waWWy\
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s them", Kaplan told Ramparis reporiers

=~

The coﬁspiracy éot under way when Vidal came to Mexico in the

first days of NovembDeT, 1961. He checked 1n at the Hotel continentsl

Hilton. Ne proceeded to nake himsell conﬁpicuous py having himselfl

suic¥iyt paged in the lobby and annoying the people in the

1aundry room. He went %o the trouble of golng there three times Lo

a pair of pants ghat had a huge patch on the fronte

have them pross
' 3

e vetter foT him to

T, TheY told him it would ®

have & new Paire. HoweveT, he tnsisted.

. —n
Later, & T=X poliocenman found the pants and 8 blood—stained

jacket on e road offf thé Cuernavaecs nighway that is widely known -
P :

as a populsT lover's lane.

Velasguez

In relating gthis chapter of the evolving mystery,

.T();- .
gald: -

~ 3 - .
nThe policeman was ‘asked how it was that he found them in suzh

a crowded place 1n the darkness. He replied that a friend had given

nim & peir of Eﬁ?:ﬁzsﬁ::§'binooulsrs and he wanted tO gry them oul

after workt He fhenﬁ@g}ivefed'thp pants witt neariy 700 pesos ia

them to show his ‘r.onegty' WM%@%WM\ :
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QrsaloAreranl 1\ prafiicariy "\2§Z{/.Th° pentis {
alse contained several old cancelled checks 3 endoréad‘by.y;dal, - E
amounting to 83,635 made cut %o the Paint Compsany of §
America, his hotel ¥key, other identifying objects, but no passport.”

Velasquez pounded on ssveral of these points.

He ssked: "Now, what man who goes to a foreign city doesn't

have his passport with him? Who oerrles canceled checks? Yet,
despite these descrepencles, ESTEARIYEB0P the Mexlcan courts

accepted them”

There's & lot mors the Mexlican courts accepteds

Velasquez 8314 that thﬂ?e days after the clothing was dlscovered,
‘a body was found in a small town outaide Moxice City called Fueble

de la Ajusce.. It had been oovered with a-small amount of earth butl

a foot was sthoking out.

fThig is the man 4dentified T5Ex later as vidal® Velasquez
—_—
said, ?by a frightened Hilton Hotel chembermald who sees 500 peopls

& -dey and by'a woman who errived from New York saying she was “is

e e e M ——

wife, Her name was Teresa Carrasguillo anc she acpeared veluntariiy.

-
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We later fou§d«ous shg was nevér;married to him and had béen esrnins
her living as & prostitute for the past give years. Shé was ta?e:

- _to see the body and either fainted or pretqued to fgint andé then
signed s statement to the effect that 1t was her huébnnd. Ané just

e ——— e

imagine, the clothing was never syen tried on the boCye. There was

such & d¢ifference in sise, iV would have been all too apparent t-at the

clethes did not belong to this deaé man.”

When Kaplan later was confronted by the ebove, he admi tteld To

————— —

a part in it:” "However, 1 never expescted vidal to dlsappesr gulite
/

. e —

}ike this", he remarked not locking at his fnterviewers

C—

"What do you meani(”® agked his interviewers
Kaplan evaded the lssue. When-pushod a 1little further he said
that ;ometimes he thought vidsl might have purposeiy diaappearcé

'tocnuall':leaving him holdlng the bage "Ye mipht have been anyry

pecause I wouldn't give him monsye He always wanted money.", Kaplen
_,-*__,”—"“—-—-—' — e T - e+ e added o
the conspiracy?

~——7 Kaplan's part in

‘He met Vidal in Mexico City those first deys in November of 1961. %

"He cams with two other mon who were supposed to act a8 witnesses to the!

_The_men were Evsal Pe trushansky and»EaLm'
. ;‘- s - ".;

T “%‘- OPCI
v == A

: fact that vidal was “dead.™
R . . J

A1l four of thé men had-entered Vexlco ¢n forged psssports. |
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f s-iiee. ! Shortly altex pormograpny chars £ MWim viare disminsed
‘.
N ¥ - ~ . : . - .
2y & New; York ludge in Qcvober, 1062, UeS. geputy marsnalls picked nhim o
/
regquest &z by the Mexican govermmant for ‘extradition in cormection

.%ith the: "murder" of vidal.

Tetrushdnsky was held in the Federal House of Deterntlicon In New York

from Cetober of 162 until April, 1965, pending the outcome of extracitinn

proceedings agalnst him,
After losing ell appeals Iin tne

Things went badly for PetrushanskKy.

r courts, his oase finallly reached the U.S. Supreme Court. ZIERyx The

lowe
and a petition for rehearing wes denied.

Gourt ruled against him,

At this boint another strange twist in the Kap?if-giii_gggggzgg,;_A
to President Johnson in Petrushansky's behalf bT

personal appeal was made

S v
~coms to - )
and now\;37§§=3:one of the strengest, and least publicized parts of

tnat never took placé. A case that had

the muddled Mexlco "marder"
fascinated Prealdent Johnson

he press

attracted little or no attention by ¢
to the point that he oYerruled the 3Supreme Court a

2
The order was signed by Secretary of State Dean Rusk,
. = P \

and knowledge of,

nd set Petrushanaky rree.

the Kaplan affair far

PR | W—

?
g:
}

Obviously Johnson's interest in,
excseded ; i
tzsa;sxﬁﬁ&i that of the Supreme Court. To this day, hils strange actions

-
rieh

h&ve'hever besn explained. The explanation night be a3 emberrsssing

ng to the public.

- e .. L 8

?resi&ent as it would be enlignthbni

{%ﬁ \\isff——* -

'(kggikhféwfinal remark#e to hls Famparts interviewers was b im0l

- he’
that BEISUIRE 1s trying to interest Prestdent Johnsen in his

. predictament.,)

There is cne final piece cf informaticn on Petrushansky

that msy in some way ¢hed light on-hizz-the_“impression" re created

wter hiush pfrtectals 2t the White Tousee. e L3 salé sc be OT rat
Copelrr wTe3. .

C et ren ised Thr Ladfe

: Z;’;—;;;:T~;;;§F€E€1§?fngglving a simpls murder gxse in A forelgn.ceurtrf,

P2
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. 3 oagure, FeTrus a3 LT
{ i-jige. Shordly ofver DOrMOgTAPnTY ¢neTSeS RZRINST =ty wiare dlgminoen
: ; e R
i
. :
v rsnails piexed him us i
i

f b7 @ hew York juége in October, 1862, U.S. deputy ma

on & request & by the ¥exican go#ernment'for extraditl

.xith the "murder" of vidal.

Petrushansxy was neld in the rederal House of Detentlon in New York

spom Cotober of 162 until April, 1963, pending the ocutcome of extraditincn

. proceedings against him, b

Things went badly for pPetrushansky. After losing all appeals in the

~Jowser courts, his ocese finallly reached the U.S. 3upreme Court. SkE=mgx The

— gourt ruled against him, and a petition for rehear{ng was dsnied.

twist 4in the Kaplan cese oécurrod A

At this §dint another strange

personal appeal was made to President Johnson in Petrushansky's behsalf b7

attorneyse.
— - - .
t:xxzhzzxgzzxzxzxxzxxx
to : . .
and now\;37§§zz'one of the strangest, and lenst publicized parts’ of

the muddled Mexico Ymirder" that never took place. A casse tha® nad g

fascinated President cﬂhnsor

ittle or no attention by the press

attrac%ed 1
to the point that he overruled the oupreme Uourt and sot Te t"u%hatskﬂ Traa,

y of xtate Dean Push. ) ~

The order was sigrea by aecretar
the Xaplan affair rar

Obviously Johnson's in*erost in, and knowledga of,

ex¢srded

'huag;aﬁﬂéﬁi that of the Suprewmo Court. 710 this dav, his strange Acticns .

. —— T e i T T T — e —— iy ;v‘
¥

e .
v 1nvolv1nb a simple murder enoe in A forelgr country,

in a case, apparen T1
—
on might bve &3 embarrass!

-”hqye never been_explained. The explanavl

public.

- ek .-

the President as it would be enlightbning o the

(Kaplan‘s £inal remsrke tg_yis ﬁampar;s intervjeﬁers waé j-dchcad g o

' - he
that BEXCER 1s srying bo interest President Johnson in Rls

-.predictamant.)

There is one final piece of {nforrmatlion

that may in some’ way ‘shed 11ght Qn~hisz_t*e

wier high offteisls AL the White FOust. se 1= sald e ne or hav
E > e
Prer tuad Tmw Lasd s reTer Lred. .
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guis de Garay who repressntsd Joel

_ was no murders No ons wasg killede And yet th

10
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v %%_;;%Ebzfiaﬁ. ErzThums -l

I
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(3]

. Another mal enterad the censo
3 . .
.

Faplan and Vidal, JTre in tre

[

1

. oA e L
Sucrose Corporaticn they had in Mexico.

Seasds .
VvelasqueZ & Mgt Mehe ord 1nal plan was to only have GazTay's
g K

1t Lo make 1t appear.that widal had bean

car found with blood en

killed in an accldent. They were golng to plant scne personal

belongingse. They broke stone and glass and filled the drivers

seat with this and blood they bought from the 3looé Bank on Cailse

They bought 1% without even EazXix

Then they reallized thlasjwas

‘.

de Frontera (Frontera Street).

belng sure 1t was vidsl's blood type.
-7 é :

e .

foolish becausé they had Yo have a bedy.: They bought one at thre

pudbllic mor gue , ERXANT:

servicio Medio Forense, Cslle Ninos

HerQﬁ}, (Boy Heroes Street)# as sasily as any ! udent

ediqfl st
2 3 *,.. - :
RIS They didn't have tco much ttmeggnd therefore c¢o

wait for a body that would it the clothing that had alreacdy been

. - r
founde® 'ﬂ/u;\_ < r_, L{:‘\_“._ . it

o

“This unknown bddy was the onse dug up and jgentified as Vidal'tse.

velasques sald: "The conspirators plétted t+is whole thing. There

e Mexican courtis.
apcepﬁed this and othor‘ovidencenand'Kaplan 13 serving time oo jeln

for Vidsl's murder.™

v

"Otrer evidence™ B wWas pointsdly describez by the Mexicaa .

4 - e
B ca:®yigal was In TS esrly XS whiTiles, of CTaman
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riec as vidal several days later
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handsome e
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gnderwent a fentastic change. He W8S about 65 years olé, had blue
(Eggi:—iQsharp besk-1ike nose and was derinitely of Near Eastern

origin.”
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vidal, Jre» bearer of U. Se passport Koe. 2938J2 pass across trelr

frontiere
nrhis was after the date cf the alleged murder 1y Mexicc Ci
or conapirstors were .on thelr way bsck O\ -
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By PCARL GONZALE .
v JoolDawia Xogian foid THE NEWS he

WAS TN ANt meiainal aseo BNy ]

e

in Noew York to rooke it anpear thot Louis |

Yidai wog CXIC0,
 fle soid ine 25 eeought of by
Vidal, Vidal's fatzer and others concerned
with the fact that Louis Vidal's life was
in darnger. Vidal is said to have been run-
ning guns for pro and anti Casiro Cubans
based in New York. After Vidal had been
found badly beaten one night it was de,
cided that he had better “diszppear.”
Vidal came to Mexico and Kaplan, un-
.der an admitted false passport, met him

here. He was accompanied by twe other:

mcn._Onc was a man named. Kopelson
who is reported to have been in the in-

telligence of his native Israel. The other

was a Russian born American citizen nam-
ed Petrushansky, who also entered under
a false passport under tiie name Peter
Green.

According to Kaplan, after the con-
spirators mect and accomplished their pur-
pose here, he, Kopelson and Petrushansky
all left Mexico the same way th
tered. Kaplan went to sce Vi
in New York. Vidal's father Iater
-a sworn affidavit to the alicct that?
-had nothing to do v
of his son. This zf
by defense attorney Vicior Veldzquez dur-
ing the trial.

Kaplan said ke was then “advised” io
leave the United States whole
thing blew over.” He szid he went to Cau-
.ada for a while and then decided to go ¢o
Spzin. -

Then; at the same time Vidals zlleged

body was s2id to have been found, he is
‘repdried -to have crossed the borcders of
Guatemala and El Saivad Velazquez
presented in court a pheiosiatic cony of
a document bear; the seal of The Ra-
publie of El Salvador No. 0003584 -stating
that Louis Melehor Vidal, Jr., bearer of
“U.S. Passport No. 2938J2 passed zcross
their frontier.

- Kaplan said that he expecied Vidal fo
“disappear” but *not quite in this way."
He explained his remarX by saying that
.it appeared to him that Yidal apparent
ly was angry bécause Kaplan would not
_give him some money he demanded and
‘probably at this point-deciced to Iet Ka.
plan take. whatever happened to him. Or,
Kaplan speculated, he mignt be more di-
rectly responsible.

‘. Kaplan said he had decided to @o to

Spain because “my uncle fired me after ]
returned from Mcxico zand I wanted to
see-Otto Carbén who was then in XMadrid
with his wife. Carbén and I had business

in Peru bui st that time ke was living in

[ _tried for the murcer of Vidal

Madrid and was planning to return tfo .:
South America shortly.” et
Kaplan said it was then thigt he was
illegally brought back to Mexico.to be ., !

Velizquez showed in court that the -
original District Atlorney charged with in-
dicating Kaplan changed the charge to
“withholding evidence” since he found no
reason to accuse Kaplan of murder. Two
years later when Kaplan was out on bail
he said ne was threatened that the charzge
would be changed to murder if he didn't
pay out a quarter of a million dollars. His
being out on bail lasted a very few day
when he was back in jail charged as
threatened. .

Velizquez pointed out in: court that
Kaplan could have left Mexico had he |
been- guilty of murder, during the time
he was out on bail. .

Kaplan has not as yet said why he con-
descended to be a part of the conspiracy
nor how he was actually brought back
from S}:ain.

nfbap }1

Sk gantarianan far
7/

that it is of tlo . u 7
TS uncie to have him stay in prison..
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A Ramparts magazine reporier hur- )
“riedly lefi Mexico this week, charging

he was threatened with physical vio-

lence if he stayed. John Raymond was

assigned to investigate the case of Joel
David Xaplan, imprisoned here for
murder. .

Kaplan is ~the nephew of JM,
Kaplan, head of the Kaplan Fund. .The
Fund has been called one of the secret
conduits for the U.S. Central Intelli-

gence Agency (CIA). It was Ramparts

magazing that first confirmed the CIA
has been using front organmizations to
distribute funds.

Kaplan was sentenced herg in 1961
to T YT s Case has aroused

"=TIoCIC 1nternacional interest in that

_his defense .attorney insists the body of
 the man Xaplan allegedly killed was

never idenjified.
Dead, 3ccording to local police, is
Luis MMelchor Vidal, Jr. The body was

found in a shallow grave outside the

capital. But, according i6 Kaplan's at-
torney, Victor Velézguez, the identity of
the body was never proved.

. Reymond, the reporier, hinted dur-
ing his stay here taat the Xaplan cdse
was of major importance but ihat the
U.S. Embassy would not even help him
(Raymondy, visit the prisoner.

«“It’s obvious,” he said, “the Mexi-
can government has something to hide.

And the Americans are helping them.”
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. “Continued from Pfage 1 - more politically powerful in  ed at the same trial. The' .
- the American administra-y prisoner explained that he:
. ki 3ol £a U 3 7 rison e at he:
. can I_‘E‘C;zﬂ)]uc. ng:ds f;‘_hcg tion. Somewhere it hclps‘ and the two above mentions
; };::‘d 0‘} :;"ch?cnd?cfgt%‘i him to help the CIAM ed men were told to wait
e e Pruiillo, Of that ::%un‘t;y © X\ In retracing the circum- for Vidal by Vical at the
. e businees erow iato | Srances that led up to his Hilton. Vidal never showed
e e rODa— lons ond - pong . accused of killing up. - .
. . onlan's father then cs:::;b- Vidal, Kap‘lan said that he- When Xaplan® was tried
R R ey and the alloned slain meR . for dis mugger b eree
Pveru L . alto had business dealings lawyer, Viclor Veldzquez
0 ar-2 o < 8 lehydration, In’ int ut that Vidal had
Belore my. father cicd,’ in mo.asses wenyaration, pointed out that Vidal naa,
Toot - David Kaplan sajdy 1962 Vidal was in Mexico  taiked to other people after
without apparent malice,| 2PPATerty related to busl- the date of nis alieged
“my uncle persuaded him to} DS matters. He sent for death. He was later report-
surn over ihe cntire estate] Japlam who came here from " ed to have crossed the Gua-
- to him. therefore he is mow] San Amntonio, Tex, Vidal had | temalan border, then the
legal a'dmin'xstr.ator." ¢ _made 2 xs-crvatxori at the E! Salvador border.
" “But he added that it . Del Praco X‘Otfl but p‘fffcr'- Nevertheless, a dead bocy
wasa't logical somehow hat ~ Tod staving at the Hilton, a5 produced, never having
. since his uncle controls all’ whmh"t“m“ out to be the | poon proved to be that of
that money that .could be: last place he was supposed - yigal znd Kaplan was coa-
“th Lo tinz hi to have becn secn  alive. icted
e rteason for -wanting BiS Vgl had come to Moxico o ginn .
nephew kept im jail. . e VAier  de 3 Since Kaplan spends his
“I think it h - .- with a soldier dressed 1n " i
. think it has more 10° .oiian clothes, “a Central. 928 reading books and
‘do with the fact that my Ao lion type, I couldn't ACWSPapers he Xnows the
wuacle is politically powerful 30 "oy From what coun- latest rumor in the case .
. and ambitious to bz evea, "tzy, but his name was Mén. that Vidal is° reporied to .
— oY, in. 0 IS . .
4oz, He was- never heard have been scen in Cuba.
from again.’” e said: This is a .,,co.:l
. Ksplan said that .4 . possibility even though Vi-
. R splan gaid that-he had - & H G
. o " e Y mag  Cal played a double rolc ol
come with a man mamed [0, BOYo S 3 ihe ClAY
. : Koppelson of Isrzel and ;'tC-P'.Tc. gS"‘? and the LiA
T - another mamed Peirushans.” 1t migat De comvenient ndw
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+Xky, ‘2 Russian-Dorz Amer- . ) h
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_fean. Both were Jater zequin " P 2 L0 the °hclp Vida

. 1
¢ ? . AUt
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. . tewipy 1 think Vidal wanied : -
. r people io believe him dead.
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e e e | : (Bditor's Notel I Jocel David
! ’ ‘ Yory is serving a 28-yeor
i crdfi Prison for murder
. pending with a decision
- Aqol.ms attorney, Victo
tains the body of Kaglan's
: ' Louis Vidal, was n\.v‘.r y:s
E 7 - Ip recent weeks Kaplan Ras been 1...‘\e“ with
- . he U.S. Ceniral 'n.cn.::c wce Agency. -.e is
: the nephew of J.3L Kaplaa, head of the

pl.... Fund whcu ¥ >crtec.y acted =s

: . front Zor the CIA. Kaplan admits
: . ' : I\-’chico under a :orgc:l DASSHOTL

‘Shortly zfter his arrival police
P

. the death of Louis Vidal. Xazplan
brought here under clo cy circumstances t
stand trial. Pearl Gonzdlez is reporiing on
: the case.) O - '
: o, . F.,. Friday, May 12,1987 - Wortd News ]
:
; i~ N ‘
: i j
. Page 1 ing nim to “lay oif the aymond  has
the XKaplan cose) . ns about this op-
* circumstances \.o‘.vc:.. Since »\.,pla:‘.' defease viewpoint
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- prisom z was no proof whatever that  said thal lie expected to
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. Doar- Mrs, EmzEmEg

Your brother, Joel, is i’x a vory bad state, It appears that he's
trying to drink himsell to death. Some of the other prisoners

: have told me if .,bmeone doegn“‘ help him soon, they don't think

- “hetll last much longer.  Therse have elso been rumors uhat he&s,
triaa to-cut his wris.,s. ) .

)

At different | i*ncs he told his defense attorney Victor’ Velascuez

.and me the sauio -thing. "I wish I ¢ould talk but I can't.? DHrox
Jhis - behavier i, ars hoe nrafers to dile - and 4% also appears
that your Uncle Jack isnft doing any’.;hing ‘hat ue knew of to

help him as he said he would. been fotd.

”~

However, " - there are t.ro ways Joel can be helﬂeu.
wants to be.’ r‘:.rst of all, even the warden told me anyons with
roney could buy his way out and he ‘never undersiocod-why Joel
. hasn't triedl XHe said it rst Be a polltical reason, WVell,
_ the a1k smong the prisoners is that it costs 80 000 dollars
. to get out. :

The other way-Is a lot '!ess exoans ive, legzal and 1o*:,_,er. I just )

your Uncle Jack, not even for Cour?d, filing and other'!fees since

poke with Velasquez and he said that he hesn't been paid by
Cour Mother passed away., I told this to Ezra and he said it

was- just something someona had overlookedi! I $0l1d . it to Zezger
“and ‘he seemed shoc:{ed sayirw BJack wouldn't do a thi*xg like that,

I'11 tell him at once,” it#es boliled down o where Jack hnas -
{eruto"l Velasquez.to lue*""’e his expenses - as if Lo say, if we
need you any further, we'll let you know, " This brings us to the
- second way to heln Joel ) :
Velasquez can file for 2 rehenrirz based on new evidence., 3ut
he said even thougn he'd forego the Zee he can't lay oub any more .
- money. In order to 1ns‘,itute this new procedure he!ll need at
.least 5,000 dollars which I know scuads like a lot, but there's a-
___..-lot of people to be paa.d of.;, etc, I'm writing this part to your’
"Uncls Jack thru Berlack, who "allows" me to asgk questions which
e either doesntt answer or gets around - and if he doesn't
- vo_j_unveu the -money, I'il plainly-ins:.nuate that it appears as
‘ .,housh he Wants his nephew to stey in jail, I intend writing

fo--—-ghis to Nizer oo, enclosmg 2 news story quoting him as s""'nc

- *Joel isn't guilty and that he'd do anything he could to help:
"him. ¥What he actual iy said and what I did“k‘t write because I
didn't want any more doors slamming, 1s that ho'a help Joel even
- 1f he had to go to the St ‘ue Depa”umentl T

I don’t kmow if you have over written to Joel, but if you can for
-, nno other reason than moral su*nov't A% might hem him heng on,
God only knowsz. what he's afreid %o .,a.lk: about, but _he omee 4l

te "if vou lmew so...ethi‘ﬂ nrebt 3v }ﬂor:r':ble thet you couldnis
Prove your o : " -

R T—— . . -

That is, if he . _‘\ ‘




'2. N B . .
_ Do you know an attorney named Sheldon Elsen? He's beén to ‘
se0 Joel of late and it might be tha.. he’s roplaced Boblck. I
.really donfs know, - . . e
i N N . , ) .
- " If your umclo fails to come ‘across with ‘the monay Tor uhe
‘appeal, tan you pos sib"'})‘ ralge 14? . . o
IS "' _Whatever informat on or ideas you have in general, plua
) romogzbgr everything 11 be coni‘:.c.enu:.al. . ‘ .
P S EE DS ) s . oy, .': (‘)
e'a.rl G-qnz_ale; : "
" My home eddress is. :
? . Ruben Daric LS—J. -
" Hextco 5, D. F.
" Phone : '31-05-36 :
e, . — R
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ST PEARL GONZALEZ
i+~ The final outcome of the Joel David Ka." N IR T .
i Plan case wili be decided by the Supieme ., Latera policeman’fourd ‘the pants and a.
# Court of Mexico in June, : I blood-stained jacket. He found them on a
*.. - These words prompted Victor Velizquez, - 702d off the Cuernavaca highway that is wide.
" the defense aitorney for the man convicted - :¥ ¥DOWR as a popular lover’s lane, said V.
of Xilling Louis Vidal, Jr, in 1951 to ask i22quez “The policeman was,asked how com
-+THE NEWS during an exciusive interview: [ 2@ found them in such s crowd of people
-*“I wonder what the ‘American government | 52 the darkness and Le replied that a friend
1 will ‘do, if the decision; is negative, to help \ 2ad given him a pair of binoculars and h
. -Kapfan, an American citizen2” ‘\.wanted to try them out after work!

i :-Obe. of Mexico’s most ouistanding trial . “He delivered the pants witn nearly 700
7 Jawyers, Velizquez has remarked that it had - B€soS in them 10 show his ‘honesty' ™, con-

2een a perversion of Mexican law to convict  tnued Velizquez “The pante - Iso contain..
. Kaplan, “since there never was evidence that =~ @ several old cancfiled cnecks. Who Cathiss
7 Vidal had been kilied.” LT - e wTancelled. cueckIT There —Wwers ofher
~ He said that Vidal, an American of Puer-- ~TUELS, BUL o passport. Now what man who
--lo Rican and Dominican descent (the god-g 7 Zoes to a foreign city doesn't have his pas
child of Trujilo) was about 50 years old, It with' him? The key from the hatel room
dark-eved, short-nosed and handsome. The <. /-bat was. Vidal’s at the Hilton was also found
man who Was ICUMIIIEC SE VIGhD Tive Gays [ 12 the pants. Later the big patch ia them was
-later “underwent a fantastic change. He was ldénfl'l'led by. the people in the laundry;
about 65 years old, had blue eyes and was room.” Lo - N
definitely of Near Eastern origin,” Velizquez Velizquez,said that three day later in Pue-
id. ) .- =7 ..  Dbla de la.Ajusco a body. was ‘discovered. It
- How did this happen? N ~ - bad been covered with .a small amount of
-: . Veldzquez said it was all the result ol a earth but a foot was sticking.out, to make
"plan td show that. Vidal was <liead beczuse | sure it would be seen. “This is the man iden.
3 .dor o . - SerTet e B
many peosie, Viosl Rt sone o sy 04 later 30 Vil by a frighisned i
77777 Continental Hilton and made it known every-  Hotel ciambermaid who sees 300 people 2
" -. where he could that he was nzmed Vidal, day ang by a womar who 2rmived from New
- - He even annoyed the laundry room to the » York saving she was his wile. Her name was
. . point of having them press a pair of pants Tex:‘esa Carrasquillo and She appeared volun-
77 7. that had a huge patch on the front. They  larily. We later found out she #as never mir-
toid him it would be better for him to have  ried to him an¢ had been earning ker living
» . anew pair. He went back there three differ- as 2 prostitute for, the past five Jears. She
- ‘ent times making sure they would remember was taken {o see the _midy and either fzint-
bim and the paats.. CT - = - ed or-pretended t0 faint and then signed a
= - - statement to the effect {hat # was her hus
band, “And just imagine,”. said Velizquez,
R “the clothing was never even iried on the
- body. There was such a ¢ifference in size, ‘it
"would havé been :zil teo apperent’ that the
N L clothes dic not belong o this dead man.”
. L Veldzquez said-no one knows what hap-
T . . rened to the body ‘because the alleged wife
. . . left after she said she was going to stay znd
see her “husband™ avenged, and the bod
disappeared, too. - . .- - .
The defense zttorney pointed out that he -
- has a signed affidavil from Vidal's father in
New . York that Ksplen czme to see him aft- .
er Vidal disappeared znd tnat he swore that |

-

N

Kapiaa had nothing t6 do with the disappear-
ance of his son. e e T e Lt

RS P
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- {(Editor's Note: Joel David ‘Kaplan of New’
York is serving a 28-year sentence in Le-_
cumberri Prison for the murder of Louis
. Vidal. A decision is now pending in June,

tains the body was never properly iden-
tified. In recent weeks Kaplan has becn

“———DyPEARL GONZALEZ RS

~- An_ entry of the death of 2 person’
named Louis Vidal, Jr., has been found-
in the records of the U.S. Embassy here.
The entry said that a death certificate
had been issued Nov. 27, 1961, in the Mex.
; ican Civil Registry Death Book No. 9, Page
- 57, The embassy then issued its own form, .
- @ report of death entered on December, 19,
. 1861, giving a report of death as “Novem.
i ber of 196L" . ., ;
. The body was then szid to be claimed -
! by the alleged widow and shipped to the”

.

"+ United States. There is also embassy evi.
.dence that Vidal's father wrote a letter to~
_the embassy thanking them for their ase -
sistance. . P

“This was ali part of the plan to make
it appear that Vidal was dead,” sald Vie.
tor Velizquez when confronied by THE

‘NEWS. “But the conspirators themselves
bought this unknown body zs easily as a

-:medical student could and used it for teeir
-purpose,” he szid. . . oot

N

Kaplan’s attorney, Victor Velizquez, main-

~

‘\':"i'f\ .\ ‘vﬁf "\ I‘;P"gﬁ"g ™ ¥
selts W OIniess

.-linked with the CIA, He is the nephew of
J.M. Kaplan, head of the Kaplan Fund
which reportedly acted as a front for the ~
CIA. Kaplan admits entering Mexico under

* a forged passport in 1961. Pearl Gonzaleg
is reporting on the case) - L -

“I still mainlain there
never was a death certifi-
cate issued,” he continucd,
““There is a notice of an en-
try. This is a big difference.
If there is a dcath certifi-
cate, why wasn't it brought
into the court as evidence?
What was brought into the
court as evidence was a
clerk with a book’showing
-an entry.” :

Velazquez went on to say
{hat in Mexico in order to
establish a homicide three
things are required. 'One, a
-coroner has to show that
Geath was not natural, two,
the body has to be identi-
fied by af ledst fwo reliable E
witnesses not under pres::
sure and three, a death cer-
tificate mus{ be duly sign<
ed . g

. £,
Veldzquez said that none
of these requirements were
met with. The woman who

- identified herself as Vidal's
widow, he said; never show-
ed proof of the fact she was
married to him. She even
used her own name, Tere-
sa Carrasquillo, ‘he stated,
“We cven found out lat er,
that she had been m-:T7CC

. %o someone clse and,.ot Ber -
divorce after Vigal was #i-

- legedly killed. ThiS was |
proved . in the AMerican .
court and intrgiuced into’y’

“the court here by the de-

* fense with ,‘\ photostatic
copy.r o N oo
he U, Embajssy- stated

that.the same pisper that .

-Tegistered “the entry of
death also hads-another no-.
tation a yearlater signed by
a" Hotel "Coritinental Hilton

- employe to*~'the effect that

- she had sjgned the identifi-,
caiion parycr because she

+ was friaiatencd. e
.. ¥ M -

* 4
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: .3 report that a Venezuelan’

e who ‘escaped-from a ‘Mexico

 «City prison by helicopter last |

# .summer had been recapturbdt
i Caracas was dismisseg as '

“baseless” yesterday by the|
-police here. !

The newspaper Ultimas N.- |
rticas Thursday reported the i
*"capture of Antonio Contrer.s
“Castro, who soared over the
", walls of Santa Marta Acatitt:
. Prison August 18. He was ac-
. companied in the flight to
Areedom by Joel D. Kaplai: of
New York, described in s5ie
. press reports at the time as
““a CIA Agent.”
United Pro-s
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Mastermind Talks

- Hnited Prews
Caracas S

A Venezuelan who says he was the “brains”
behind the first recdrded prison break by heli-
copter told a news conference yesterday it cost
$1 million to arrange. = -~ :

Counterfeiter, Carlos Contrerag Castro. who

i, soared (o freodom -over the walls of a Meri-o

- City prison in Aufjust with Joel D, Kaplan, a coo-
.i»vi'c)treg Amerfean murderer wha as been de-

S scribed as a CIA agent, surfaced in Caracas Sat-
- urday, He said he retutned to Venezuela three

weeks ago.

,.«-:_ *Phe esca'pe- was organized erom outsidfé
'*" Mexico,” Contreras told newsmen in the luxuri-

See ga&k Page

us Caracas Hilton Hote], “It
cost a miltiea doftars and I

. Was the brains behis? it and

the one who carried i -y -
DETENTION

Contreras said he was dw
tained by the Venezuelan pu-
Hee from October 7, when he
re-entered the country, until
Saturday. He said there are
no charges pending against
him in Venezuela and_that
Mexico i8 not trying to extra.
dite him.

“I was being protected by
the Venezuelan state against
possible attacks from a coun-
try whose leaders will never
pardon me for having made
a fool of them,” he said.

Contreras said the helicop-~
ter which lifted him and Kap-
from an exercise yard
An the Santa Marta Acatitla
‘Prison  August 18 hovered
just’ above the ground for
‘eight' seconds while the 1wo
men clamored on board.
Prison guards, .assuming
the helicopter contained gov-
-ernment officials, stood look-

.ing on,

o ALTITUDE

_The helicopter spediqway
-at 400 feet to avoid detdi
-by . airport. radar
Contreras said the
plan called for a h
‘to spend no more thaj
onds within the prisey
~ He' sald’ they flew for 15
minuates to & field Muminated
by car headlights and then
switched to a small airplane
.which took them to Tamauh-
pas’ glate pear the United

2N

crime for which he "‘“’é
. teng}:ﬁm 28 years tn‘;b H
&

. dlates border.

:  Contreras said Kapian en-
| tered the U.S. while he %y

in another plane to Gustanus,
12 and returned to Venezuela®
via Panama He said ali pi-

lots inveived in th ape

were Americans.

SENTENCE

Contreras had been serving
a five-year sentence for
counterfeiting Mexican pass-
ports. He said he had only
1'; months remaining in his
sentence when ‘they offered
me a lot of money” to get
Kaplan out.

He declined to say who
paid him or tell how the heli-
copter and planes were ob-
.tained. ’

i My companion (Kaplan)
'had already spent $200,000 on
f two abortive escape at-
:tempts.” he said. “‘One day

we were in the exercise yard

playing basketball when I

looked up and saw a helicop-
ter. The idea for the escape
came to me in that instant.”

The Venezuelan said Kap-
lan, nephew of a U. §. mil-
|Yioaire, did not ‘murder
Mexican Melcho Vidpt

3

He $yjd Vidal isgtill
K% T

S - *
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- ‘ter -escape.from a Mexican -
. jail- with.American Joel Kap-™:

For the Record Po /7l ‘
& X" Veénezuelan
made a spectacular he

A

"August, was re
Cabtured .




