9/23/M -

Dear liiss “onzalez,

If I didn't tell you earlier, I hope you will pardon the secming :unpol:.tenesu
of my not taking time to correct ny erriblc typing. I do too much work, can't keep
up with what L should and the alternative to inflicting these errors on those to whom
I .rite is working less or answ:ring fewer letters, As I ap.roach 59, I am finnaly

pernitting myself t.e luxury of almost 6 hours a night's &3cep most nights. The
rest is vork. I do know how bad my typing is, how much worse it is when I rush, and
I an sorry.

I read your letter of the 18th, which arrived todsy, when the mail canme this a.me
1'11 probably sidim it again before I close.

First of 211, please let me know what you tell me you want held in confidence,
While I have come to the point, with all the irresponsibles and magginal paranoids
and resl ones styling themselves “critics", that I generally pass nothing on save on
the spook basis of need to know, there are several things on which 4+ might seeck the
estimates of some of the few others with whom I work, But without your assent, I think
I should note Until I hear otherwise from you, I will regard what you have told me of
your own work as confidential. I encourage you to adopt -the s:cme attitude. lou will
learn if you do not that some of those you consider dependable really are unct. If you
do not want your material used, and I think you should not want it used, if you share
much of it with some whose names you've used, you may find, if they find it useful,
that their names may be above it and the possibility of carrying your work forward
may be dimonished or made impossible, '

From ®he time I saw Nizer given as a NY Kaplan lawyer, I began to wonder if his
puerile defense, if that is what it was, of the Warren Commission, had no morc to do
with special interest than the fact that he takes cases before the Supreme Yourt. To
call him no more than s snake is to defam: Lve's serpent.ds it possiblc that he is
one of the many lawyers the CIi has stached away around the land? Could he represent
more than the Raplan family? If he represcnts the fund, doe that include the agency?

Bay of rigs? it was no secret, The exact point of the laadingmay have been, T
realize, in question, but the fact of the coming evasion was secret fron Americans

. onlye From what I have seen of the exiles, it would have becn no Ya tro intelligence

coup to know all. Sesides, unles. he served some vitsl function in that abortion,
and I can conceiveof none, it is not likely the blanco spooks would have told kaplan,
He wight have learned from the “ubans, but I think it more likely that this is either
deliberate self-inflation or confabulation. Which brings me to = central point. *ou.secm
to have seen him often. If you would care to practise amateur psychiatry, what is your
estinate? Some psychiatric conditions lend themselves to int lligence functiong.
Yarancids are more security conscious. Those with a tendency toward self-destruction
can be moru daring, etce Nothing you have sald indicates anybreal role for him in the
bay of ‘igs invasion, unless therc was a ilexican liaison of some kind necded, and
if that were the case, @ven now, unless he had becn abandoned completely by the
&ency, shich the spectacular rescue does not persaude, I can't imagine him talking,
nless he is sick, Besides, I consider it an over-simplification to consider that the
bat of Figs was causative.

You mention JFL saying he'd take the Agency apar& and scatter it to the four
winds. That, I balieve, had to do with the final double-cross, the Bargboorn case,
where he was lied to. He knew about the Bay of Pigs from the interresnum, when he was

" told while he was at alm Beach. I think you should understanfl that there were two Jiks,

that he changed in his last year, very much, His hangup was that he had not agreed to
corr.dit any US forces, like air, they tried to comdt him to ite Pulles, ultimatel:,,
tried to blackmail him into agreement. The CIA has done some pretty wierd stuff, but
I en't imagine them really believing that ragtag bunch could take an empty department
storce i think they wanted that operation to com:itt the US deeply, and that is
where Ji'K drew the line.

For whatever it iu worth to you, correspondent for Hamparts or not, I caution
you not to take furner's word for anything without independent confirmation and he is,
on the subject of the assassination, having done nothing but lay e gs hiuself, a
literary kpepto. aniac. L've lived through it. His judgoment is incredibly bade He
took a pair of agents to Uarrison, with no basis at all endorsed them, etc. I happened
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to be in on part of it by accident, twice. One night one of Jim's men asked me to joing
hinfor supppr, which I'd already caten, and he drove me to where they had this dinuer
going, in the wuarter. 1t then secmed like Turner was the host. There was this tsrnge
pair of young peopls therc, the girl rather hard faced and shortly-clad, which was a
bit ahead of times in that part of early 68. and the next morning, vwhen I went into
Jim's ofrice for something, they were showing some real sick stuff on 16mm, which seems
to have been intended aB ax secondiark Lane cinema clas:ic. Terrible crap. Disgrace
to. a decent toilet. It later Purned out that Turner hag no basis at all for giving
this pair a character, as he apparently did to Jin, iy source on the characterization
is hinself dubious. VYinece Salandria, who is perhaps a bit more paranoid than Garrison,.
But of one thing there is no doubt: that entire Nancy fe é;.s Rich~N.O.~Boxley=Turner .
bit was fiction. I can't evaluate her testimony about y but it has +to be earlier
than most people believe, becguse thereafter she moved to and then around in N.CO.
and Perrin died there in about 7/6_2/ (The colonel in her story could unot have been
Vastorr, who + have come to lmow well,) .ith no more than the venom of extremists of
the right emtreme to go on, B and 1 had a team where one would backstop the mighex
other's "investigation", all of which were non-existent or worse, manufactures, I
can t go into that, buf I will never recover from what it cost me to keep that insanity
from being pulled to commenorate the assassination in '68. I have a fairly complete
file, what * out on paper only, What I did, suid, etc., I've had beither need nor time
to comuit to paper. dut my recollections are painfully shapp. That Boxley wac inany
way CIA is JU's invention to save his own face. I suspect he and Turner were busily
engaged in making out the case Jim decided had to be, They are all that way. It would
take a half-gey of talidng just to Fell you that zany thing. But my point is, watch out.
Whother or not there is an assassination con..ection, there is a probably profitable
and certaibly useful book in Kpplan, and there is no reason for you to sharc it,
voluntarily or involuntarily. I do wish we could get together, but that seems unlikely.
The only time I can now travel is when I'm puid to speak, and I don't know a dozen
words od Spanish. Should you vver be able to come hers, we do have accoumodations, You'd
be welcone. -

Garrison on a enate investigation: the sgfest assunption, tragically, with

- Jim, is to assume that only error is original with him, Tho call for a Senate investi-
" gation, so far as he is concerned, originates with me, from my forst book and out

later conversations. ‘crhaps you reminded him, But he and I had long talizs about it,
going back to the end of 4/67. It is the conclusion of my first booke Un the Kennedys, it
is I who stopped hin form keeping after Bobby, one of the few things on which *+ could
influenc: hin after he had made his mind up. That was about 11/67.

Turner fed you rubovish about the almost-mutiny in the staff. That was Yurner's
fault, and it was over charging Bradley by phone, from L.A. They called me, I had been in

“NeO., then on a trip that ended in L.A., where I left Jim, Tragically, and typically,

I left L.A. in haste, without completing the work I planned, because Sciambra was
supposed to be coming up here. lle didn't then, didn't even let me know, and in our
rush to get ready here at home my .ife sprained her ankle. Alcock almost quit over it.
The only rcal protestover that nonsense of CIA penetration was by me, to Alcock and
Scimabra, while Selandria was still in NR.0.(I'd taken him there to reach Yim, who
says day is night if I say day, on the correct, as it turned out, theory that it takes
a paranoid to reach a paranoid. We finmlly got Vince on the plane and out of N.O., or

“there would have becn a real revolt, le was beyond belief!). I figured Boxley was no

morc than sick and doing Jim's bidding, and I saw no reasone to give him more troubles
on the basis of nothing at alle I did all the work that broke that mess up, not the
staffs And vhile Alcock and Sciambra wore sympathetic to my argument and Boxley's
plight, what had just happened to Jimwas such a blow, they would not takec his one
~rumb, that press release, away from himn, “t was, indeed, a terrible blow to that ego.
Turner iz the last p.rson to be disillusioned. “e was the largest single waste of
tiwe, diversion and cause of the waste of money of all, as I'll tell you if it ever
serves a purpose. Just remind me of Rose/Farewell Americae. I repeat, waibh your collague,
From what I've secn of him, I can believe “oober fired him for incompetence, And I can
glve you chupt .r and verses



I'm aware of the kind of self-portrait you can take from what I'm telling you.
But you malce u) your own midd. I'm telling it to you as it is as I see it, and I think
you'll have uo doubt belicving we il you have occasion to see ny files. and uith all
I'm into, without time for what is important to our private lives or enough time for
work, long ago 1 abandoned the ffort at diplomacy and the little extra time It takes,
Jin is not fond of me for a nuuber of reasons, one bsing that I did and could do in
his turf what he and his couldn't, another is because I don't think men's asses are
for men's kissing (and would kowtow to him and teli him how great he was), and another
is the worst vice, veing right and calling the shotse. Loves those who fawn and listen.
I stayed away from him to the degree I could and worked, God knows he was doing go
real work in L.O. and somebody had toe. If I didn't begin to get the job done, 1 did
what he/they didn't{ I ncver hear from hin, Infrequently I hear from others when they
need help I can and do provide, including on the current uess, where they've not
seen what 1 have. I expect one here soon.

The Seantors we.e afraid, Fulbright was other then than you now eveluatc him,
and the tough ones, like horse, thought SobLy was privy to everything and if he was
satisfied they felt they had no reason not to be. liobody is going to cherge we with

B anything until there is some extremity that mskes t e cost, calling attention to

p everything I've done, worth it, and that time has not come, lieanwhile, I am on the

{ aggressive, amking charges all the time, against them, -in writing and in couxt. by
FUE-UP really clobuers Hoover, He doesu't want any attention called to ite. Ditto
for K@kindienst and litchell, etc. One a really fmll-field auditing of our books by

3 Internal “evenus, where unlike .im, I turned everything over, the agent finished with
& high opin®n of wmy wife and mé and we got a small refund! We keep full and straight
books. We can stand investigation.

You wre right in saying thit the pattern doesn't comiect K with the kiliing.
He wgs in jail, then and when LHO was in hexico. Did you ever pick up anything on that?

Reason for the Bay of Figs failure: rubbishe It couldn t have succceded, I

think was designed to get us involved, not succeed, and I can 't believe the CIA

» really believed the people would rise up. ynless they did, no invasion anywhere could
have succeeded. Picking so bad a place makes ne wonder if failurc wasn't the designe
I've address the tcaring apart of the Cla, I don't know what is involvwd in the Vidal
murder, but can't believe it was counccted m.th the assassination. I don't know
your unidentified source, but I duspute and don't beliceve., Did Vidal know of the Bay
Plrrs beforehand? On this you do not quote Ko I do not pry, but ycu do not icentify
the H.Y. attorney who used to visit Kaplan, so I can't evaluate him as a soumce. Nizer's
is a large office, by th: way. Nor can I evaluate Vidal in any Bay Piigs, the real one
or any planned later one (which I can't believe had JiK's ok). Guns: the CIA doesn't
nee any. [hey have plentye. So Vidal is not woriing for them with knfields, which are
cood but less effecient than available., They arc old and slow. You have only to read
the Ul debates, as 1 hawe, to know there was no such tipoff, Yesides, the consumiate
stupidity or the B-26 that lunded at “ey West blew it all over again, wnd that was
reported in the U.S.

I know nothing of Ferreire Brose. or Fibrelite, But I've no reason not to
- believe they could have been a H.0. cover opeeation. If you kiow anything you'd like
me to evaluate, aske "o males of this name ar. in the 12/67 i1.0, phone booke But
Tibrelite is, at ch.ChGI'le, Lae, with a H.0. (french Guarter general area) nw.bere X
dldnq't have to know anything to tell you the Ua.rren report is full of holes, You glve
no rcason to coniect Ruby andVidal. Nancy's t:.mony doesn't, But if Ruby was in
Guadalajara, with any Genovese, that would be interesting (and this is not Vidal
or Perrin}, I'm not auare of syndicate anger aver loss Yuban narcotics business, don't
d spute, but go into gambling through Mclaney in Swwwimysy 0SWALD LiliE: ORLEALS.

Uhen you address K's role in the assassination, hsi "knowing too much" doesnot
zive him any rolee iAud what he knew, if anything, that relates to the assassination
and was not public you do NOt saYee..There is a fgscinatingstory of Chep liorrison and
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hig I thiak strange death, another writer's story. I've done no work on it, le is to.
Sorry I can't help on Koppelsohn, Sound intriguing,

I don't think from what you've said that you need imow anything about sugar
diplomacy or the mob, of which I also know littles I think you may be getting lost
in the dubious where the real is great copy. If you tell the unquestioned story straight
and right, you can ofter, for what it is worth, without endorsing it, what you have
beenttold. But soueone should read that latter parts for you, somone who can evaluate.
If personal ego damage is onc of the reasons you hesitate tackling this alone, I do
not see any reason from what you've said. Did you tape any of your interviews, by the
way? Or transcribe? The other things are the norms of the spouk business or what is,
I think, at best peripheral. 4t least on the basis of what you've said.

Your ch ances of getting a publisher are less with any assassination line essential
to your story. Why not see what you have without it, which I consider a likely baok, and
then sec if you have enough on the assassination to warrant inclusion of what you say
you can't vouch for bub have been told? Xou have a good CIA story, but I see nothing
that has meaning on the assassination(s). If Kaplen gives you the promised "script" ,

I tell you frankly I'll not beloeve it unless, on reading, it makes sense. Others
who served CIA roles on Mexico and without dependability. Some were plain biizbberouths
(Turned planted on on Garrison), some hardly normale .

Bt y®U soy this ties in with-the ascassination. liot with what you've told me,
This is my answer to your question, have you rclated the two.cases.

Do you have a US agent? If you do not, would you consiger a Hexican publicher
if he would finance your further inquiries? If you do not have a U.S. agent, how will
sou deal with what publicsher® They are all crooks anywaye.

One of the redeeming features of what 4 xnow of this case as it r.lates %o

‘. publishability is that is is not, as the CIA and publishers would see it, anti~CIA.

If their boy was innocent, are they not good guys to rescuc him? and that there are
CIi agonts or various kinds and eategories is no longer regarded as a state secret.

I don't think you'd write amxmwmkizx a pro-CIA book, but they night not take the straisht
Kpalan story as unfavirable to them and there seems to be no rcason why a publisher
should with all the atiention it has gotten. Uour first-person stuff to add couldbe
wore than enough.

I will not always take this time. 1 do because I think you have something and
do not think you have what you seem to think you do. #hy do you not do what you really
do have? Of your sources, all that I could consider dependable is the bexican lawyer,
and all he said came from K, so you have given me no single source 1'd trust. Certainly
not Garrison or Turner, who Iknown to well, 'They go for anything and make up the missing
voids. I've seen it to often. By the way, I've clin.ed the U.Se pupers to the degree
I have been able to on the escape. “he NYTimes cervice had a good one, with direct
quotes of family and lawyers. Do you need? Can have,

I call all women who do not say they are married "Hiss", so if you are married,
I intend taldng no liberties. I do Wope you can sort all of thig out in your own
mifd, disassociate what is dubious and dccide whether you have a book with the remaindore
And plea:e ocelieve we, what I've told you that you may not find con enial about people
is right. As it is about any connection wikh the assassination. You've shown me nothing
I can tell wsyelf stands up on that.

Whatever you decide, good luck. “t could make a great story. 1f you don't have
pix, why not try and get? lave you intervicwed the dexicen wife? She might have
gome fine ebbmalz, that is, human-interest stuff,
Best regards,



